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^ tS fly as Patten book ban throws literary 

and Colin Blackstock ^ ■ " 


world into turmoil 


THE LITERARY world was 


in turmoil fad 


night with authors threatening to walk ! 
on HarperCollins, rival publishers min.! 
in for the kill and writs flying after c ,.- ^ 
that Rupert Murdoch intervened m r 

the company to drop Chris Pa 1It; „ s fc ^ ^,, d , lilcra, >' =>BenLs trying to'anraa di? 

cfcAaa because it eonld atTee, his com 

nieraal interests in China. 

At least four writers. Fav Weldon 


Dons Leasing. Peter Henuessv and An- 
^°n-v SlljrT pubhdy criticised Mr Murdoch. 

Ncws c °T"R.iion owns 
HarperCollins. and called for a meeting of 
authors to plan action. 

Adding to Harper’s troubles were rival 
publishers who yesterday were ringing 

StLiUnd llf<nn> uoam. i ■ . .. ® 


Added drama came in a memo that was 
sem by HarperCtallins' chairman Eddie Bell 
lo the head of Mr Murdoch's American 
publishing arm, Anthea Disney, in which 
he explains bow Mr Murdoch felt the book 
had “negative aspects". The memo also reg- 
istered concern that the decision to drop 
the book could threaten the memoirs that 


Y is a sensitive and major book which has 
just secured a serialisation deal, but its au- 
thor is known to be “unhappy" about the 
events at HarperCollins. 

Mr Patten last night refused to corn- 
men l But his literaiy agent, Michael Sis- 


ile for this book and for his author for many 
weeks before he was suspended. He must 
have paid a high personal price for his 
courage and integrity.” 

The writ listed the loss of serialisation 
opportunities with Rupert Murdoch's 
Times and Sunday Times as one of his com- 





Equality 

at 
for 

daughters 


sons, praised Stuart Proffitt. Mr Patten’s 

grumini usnw- rJL me nuoa couia inrea ten the memoirs that *>riitnr ».=- i «. .. , *— ■*“ mucs oauucuinisow a uecision to puu ine dook. imsismougn 

*— »“ K3SSs;“5 !£S=e22S2K£S2I 

sessxsssssz . 

ous Project Y” might be affected. Project “It is now clear that he foughl a lone bat 


... lodged in the High 

Court on bchair of Mr Patten claiming 
f>reaeh of contract against HarperColUns. 


statement that Mr Murdoch “at no time 
tried to change" Mr Pa lien’s book. 


The former Hong Kong governor was 
to have been paid £125,000 for the book's 
publication but he could have at least 
equalled that in a serialisation deaL 
In Mr Bell's memo, he wrote of organ- 
ising a PR strategy that would accompany 
a decision to pall the book. This is thought 

's 

Mail on Sunday which claimed that the book 
was being “dumped for being too boring". 

Bookworm who turned, page 17 
Leading article, page 18 
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CENTURIES of tradition and heritage 
j^re to be overturned by the Queen and 
Labour Government in a revolu- 
tionary move to give daughters equal 
rights of succession to the throne. 

The House of Lords announcement 
on the modernisation of the monarchy 
Mused near-apoplexy among some 
Tbiy peers after a minister said the 
Queen would not mind such a change 
-flowing the eldest child of Prince 
* TOfliam, daughter or son, to become 
monarch. 

Replying to a Lords Second Read- 
ing debate on the Succession to the 
Crown Bill - backbench legislation pro- 
posed by Lord Archer of Wesion-su- 
per-Mare - the Home Office minister. 
Lord Williams of Mostyn, said: “There 
can be.no real reason for not giving 
equal treatment to men and women in 
tWs respect." 

Bnt Lord Williams said a backbench 
BiQ was not an appropriate vehicle for 
such a constitutionally important raea- 
suirand he added: “We will be con- 
adoing how to cany this through 
. . witSn government and in consultation 
wufjthe Royal Family." 

While Lord Archer and his sup- 
u porters were clearly delighted by the 
Labour coup, the official Conservative 
Opposition appeared out-dated and 
out-flanked. Only this week, William 
Hague used a major speech on con- 
stitutional reform lo defend the hered- 
itary peerage, saying: “Our country’s 
greatness is built on generations of in- 


heritance of this sort. The inheritance 
of the throne stands as a symbol of it." 

Opening the debate. Lord Archer, 
said: "Queen Elizabeth D is respect- 
ed and admired from one side of the 
globe to the other and the idea that her 
great granddaughter should not be al- 
lowed to ascend the throne ahead of 
a younger brother is not only farcical 
but insulting to over half the popula- 
tion of this country." 

Delivering the prepared govern- 
ment view. Lord Williams said the 
Queen had been consulted, and he 
added: “Her Majesty had no objection 
to the Government's view that, in de- 
termining the line of succession of the 
throne, daughters and sons should be 
treated in the same way." 

But before be could say any more 
there was a detonation from Tory 
peer Lord Mariesford, wbo protested: 
“I had always understood that in this 
House it was not normal to make 
known the views of the Monarch 
about legislation before the House.” 

Lord Williams appeared stunned 
but replied: “This text has been specif- 
ically cleared with those to whom ref- 
erence has been made. And I therefore 
resent any suggestion that I have done 
anything improper.” 

Last night. Lord Mariesford told 
The Independent : “This is monstrous. 
The idea that a minister should seek 
to influence Parliament by conveying 
the Sovereigns view of legislation be- 
ing considered by Parliament is an out- 
rage. It is what battles between 
Parliament and Crown have been 
fought about for centuries." 



Para Clegg 
wins retrial 


By David McKJteridc 

Ireland Correspondent 


AN APPEAL court yesterday 
quashed the conviction of Para- 
trooper Lee Clegg, whose life 
sentence for the murder of a 
Belfast teenage girl has been 
one of the most controversial 
Northern Ireland cases of the 
last decade. 

The Northern Ireland Court 
of Appeal ordered a retrial for 
the soldier who was convicted 
of the 1990 killing of 18-year- 
old Karen' Reilly, who was shot 
dead while in the back seat of 
a stolen car. The driver, a 17- 
year-old youth, was also killed 
in the incident 

The car was fat by 19 bullets, 
four of which were fired by Pri- 
vate Gegg, after it encountered 
16 paratroopers who were en- 
gaged in an antij^ridn^pairoL 
He was convicted of murder in 
1993 while five soldiers charged 
with him were acquitted. 

Appeals were turned down 
by the Northern Ireland Court 
of Appeal and by the House of 
Lords. In 1995, however, he was 
released on licence after an un- 
usually short stay in jail, re- 


joining his regiment, gaining 
promotion to lance-corporal 
and becoming a PE instructor. 

His release led one mem- 
ber of the Life Sentence Review 
Board to resign in protest, 
while on the streets of Belfast 
it sparked off sustained rioting 
in republican areas. 

In January of last year the 
case was again referred to the 
Northern Ireland Court of Ap- 
peal after campaigners pro- 
duced forensic and ballistic 
evidence which they described 
as “absolutely compelling". The 
campaign on his behalf, led by 
newspapers, won the support of 
senior military figures, while a 
petition for his release attract- 
ed two million signatures. 

Relatives of the soldier said 
yesterday they were disappoint- 
ed that a re-run of the trial would 

now take place. The family of 

Karen Reflly called on the British 
and Irish governments to mon- 
itor the re-triaL Her father Sean 
said: “We are upset at the way 

Lee Gegg has continued to drag 

out the legal process to the very 
limit As a result, our nightmare 
at the death of our daughter has 
continued unabated.” 


hare r- the 

Catherine Howard would have kept their heads and we would all still be Roman CathohL*" 


Miss World is ousted 
by Mr Gay Universe 


By Raid McCann 

Media Correspondent 


ONE would seriously con- 
sider trying to televise Miss 
World in the Nineties. The 
furore would be deafening. But 
it is a sign of our times that very 
few people will bat an eyelid 
when a gay beauty pageant is 
televised for the first time in 
May. 

Mr Gay UK, which has bee n 
running unseen for five years, is 
to be televised as a straightfor- 
ward beauty pageant by Chan- 
nel 5 in May. The 25 contestants, 
who include Mr Brighton, will 
appear in fantasy wear, casual 
dress and swimwear. If they 
have a talent they will be en- 
couraged to flaunt it 
> The w inn er gets £5,000 and 


the opportunity to travel main- 
ly to Gay Pride events, but trav- 
el nevertheless. The bolder of the 
title, Sean McVeigh, is starring 
in an advertisement for homes 
in Manchester’s gay village. 

There will be some differ- 
ences between this contest and 
a women's pageanL however, in 
that rarely did the contestants 
at Miss World try to flirt with 
each othen “I think backstage 
at a women’s contest it can get 
quite competitive and bitchy," 
says Terty George, creator of 
the contest. 

“But backstage at our do 
they’re actually more into rub- 
bing body oil on each other. It 
gets quite intimate backstage 
and we’ve had a few successful 
relationships emerge from con- 
testants." 


Oxbridge gets 
to back down 


Blair 
on fees 


By Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


THE Prime Minister has given 
into a campaign by the power- 
ful Oxbridge lobby and backed 
down on cuts in the £35m of 
extra cash they receive for 
college fees. 

Ibny Blair has decided that 
it was not worth antagonising 
the powerful and articulate 
Oxbridge lobby headed by Lord 
Jenkins, the chancellor of Ox- 
ford University, for the sake of 
£35m paid our annually in stu- 
dent fees to individual colleges. 

Mr Blair has also thwarted 
the efforts of David Blunkett, 
the Secretary of State for Ed- 
ucation and Tessa Blacksrone. 


the higher education minister, 
who wanted the money paid in 
fees to be conditional on Oxford 
and Cambridge accepting more 
state pupils. 

Bat the colleges at the two 
universities, who use the fees to 
pay for their libraries and tu- 
torial support for students, 
have won only a partial victo- 
ry. A carefully crafted com- 
promise to be announced 
shortly will leave the present 
arrangements unchanged for 
next year (1998/9) and will al- 
low for inflation. After tha t, ibe 
fees wiD be phased out Instead, 
the universities as a whole will 
receive an unspecified amount 
of money towards the upkeep 
of their ancient buildings. They 


will also be entitled to bid for 
money from a new scheme set 
up by the Higher Education 
Funding Council the quango 
which distributes university 
funds, which will reward uni - 
versities where the quality of 
teaching is high 

Though the money wfll go to 
other universities as well as to 
Oxbridge, the council expects 
that both universities will do 
well out of the scheme. They 
tend to teach students in small- 
er groups than other universi- 
ties. Oxbridge colleges have 
been campaigning to keep the 
fees winch, they argue, are es- 
sential if the distinctive nature 
and tutorial system at the two 
universities is to be preserved. 


Today’s news 


Mothers* rights 

THE rights of working mothers 
received a substantial boost 
yesterday when two women 
won their cases against 
employers who dismissed them 
for failing to return to work 
after maternity leave. Page 7 

Europe’s First XI 

EUROPE’S single currency 
project passed a milestone as 1 1 
pf the 12 countries see king to 
join in 1999 unveiled statistical 
proof that they qualify. Single 
currency champions brushed 
aside uncertainty, and declared 
the way clear for the inaugura- 
tion of an 12-nation euro-zone 
next January. Page 8 
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WE CAN SOLVE THE 
DAMP PROBLEM IN 
YOUR HOUSE 


Award winning Schrijver Systeem®, 
voted invention of the year in The 
Netherlands, is now available in the UK 
The Schrijver Systeem® is a unique 
product guaranteed to drive away rising 

damp, penetrating damp, condensation 
and mould. 

Environmentally friendly, the solution 
involves no chemicals, complicated 
construction work or replastering. 

Say good-bye to high heating bills, 
nasty spots on wails, musty smells and 
hello to a healthier home. 


For more information/free 
assessment please call on 
01737-552980 




Sch 


rijver systeem UK Ltd. 


damp CONTROL 

20 years of experience, installed in 
over 25,000 houses and buildings 







groups set 


to hijack 
rural rally 


By Kim Sengupta 


NEO-FASCIST activists are 

p lanning to infil trate tomorrow’s 

Countryside March as part of a 
&rategy erf exploiting rural issues 
for extreme right-wing political 
aims. 

Far-right publications, in- 
cluding those of the British 
National Party, have been 
encouraging members to turn 
up in force and distribute pro- 
paganda among the 200,000 
protesters who are expected to 
attend. 

The BNP has produced 
20,000 newsletters, provisionally 
titled “British Countryman", 
to be handed out on the march 
and at future “defend the coun- 
tryside" rallies. The anti-fascist 
magazine Searchlight has also 
received information that right- 
wing extremists arc plotting 
violent confronts dons with the 
aim of blaming any troubles on 
bunt saboteurs. 

The BNP magazine British 
Nationalist reveals that activists 
attended last year's countryside 
rally at Hyde Park, the prede- 
cessor to tomorrow’s march 
and “handed out 5,000 leaflets 
injustone-and-a-quarter hours 
... The response from the pro- 
testers was overwhelmingly pos- 
itive and the leaflet teams were 
impressed by the quality of 
people present." The far-right 
presence this Sunday, BNP 
sources claim, will be far bigger. 

A leading member of the 
British National Party hierarchy 
writes in the latest issue of the 
BNP-supporting magazine 
Spearhead: “An example of 
official interference in the lives 
of country folk is the campaign 
by so many Labour MPs to for- 
bid formers from taking effec- 
tive steps to control foxes ...' * 

“The whole degenerate tone 
of the nation's cultural and 
political life is urbanised ... 
hence the impassioned plea 
from the Hyde Park countryside 
marches and rally ‘listen to us’. 


These latest damaging reve- 
lations come as the march 
plunges into controversy over ac- 
cusations it has been hijacked by 
forces with doctrinaire aims . 

An event said to be a cele- 
bration of the British country- 
side, organised by the umbrella 
group Countryside Allian z, ^ 
increasingly being seen as a thin- 
ly disguised campaign for the 
cause cf blood sports and the 
British Field Sports Society. 

Janet George, who is the 
spokesperson for both the 
BFSS and the Countryside Al- 
liance. admitted yesterday: 
“The Countryside Alliance is 
first and foremost a defence of 
field sports organisation. 7 ' 

The Government is said to 
be increasingly concerned at the 
turn of events, and senior fig- 
ures were scathing about what 
they claim is an alliance between 
the BFSS and William Hague’s 
Conservatives. 

One senior source said: 
“The BFSS is the Tory party at 
play." 

It was also revealed yester- 
day that the Labour MP Ian 
Causey had received a letter 
from Nigel Burke, of “The 
Countryside March, organised 
by The Countryside Alliance" 
which openly declared the 
protest’s hunting agenda. 

Dated 23 February 1998, it 
said: “Everyone at the March is 
expected to either support hunt- 
ing, or at the very least support 
other people's right to choose 
whether or not to hunt ... you 
would, in fact, be marching for 
hunting if you joined the march.” 

Last night Michael Meach- 
er, the environment minister, 
who had said he would be tak- 
ing part in the march, de- 
manded clarification from the 
Countryside Alliance of the 
Tetter to Mr Causey. EarEefln 
the day the agriculture minister, 
Elliot Moriey, had stated that 
be would not be attending, as 

retary of State for Agriculture. 

Letters, page 18 



Dennis Hopper (left) and Ewan McGregor, voted Best British Actor for A life less ordinary, at the Empire Awards in London Phot ograph. Philip M 

The split second on a dark night that 
determines whether Clegg murdered 


ByDavid McKfctHdc 

Ireland Correspondent 

THE Lee Clegg case began as 

an incident iiwnl vtngmlriiftni nn 
a dark night in west Belfast, de- 
veloped into protracted legal 
proceedings, and has in the 
process come to be regarded as 
a touchstone of British justice. 

By this stage the legal issues 
have been so overlaid with po- 
litical considerations that mid- 
dle England and nationalist 
Ireland will never agree on what 
constitutes justice in the case. 

. Most Britons seem to regard 
the. episodes the unjustified 
conviction of a squaddie mak- 
ing a split-second decision while 
doing an unenviable but nec- 
essary job. Most nationalists see 
* it asan example crfextriSh&'’par~ 
tiality towards the military by a 
political and legal system which 
purports to treat civilians and 
soldiers as equal 

The facts are not in accord 
with the picture given by either 


side. They include a dear in- 
stance of militar y deception 

- and an fitustration of just how 
unlucky Private Clegg was to be 
convicted. 

The original trial involved sx 
■ soldiers. The judge in the non- 
juxy case heard that in Sep- 
tember 1990 the private was one 

- of 16 paratroopers accompa- 
nying an RUC officer in west 
Belfast on a patrol, aimed at 
combating thejoWkttng Which 
was common in tfrp'i&trict. 

The soldiers cfi^&ed into 
teams, some settingup a check- 
point but discontinuing it after 
a stolen car drove through with-, 
out stopping. As they walked 
along a dark road another car 
appeared, and it was fired on. 

The s oldiers said they fired 
because ft was pladng the lives 
of colleagues in danger. All 
specifically testified that it had 
struck one of their number on 
the leg. Many shots were fired, 
one killing the driver, a 17-year- 
old youth, while two others fo- 



Lee Clegg: He has denied 
firing at the ^ear of thecae . 

tally injured a backseat passen- 
ger, 18-year-old Karen Reilly. 

The RUC officer originally 
corroborated the soldiers' sto- 
ry, but later went to his superi- 
ors and made a lengthy 
statement saying that no one in 
the patrol was in any danger 
from the car, and that no one 
had been struck by it 


He also testified that the sol- 
diers, fearing that the shooting 
would not be seen as justified, 
hud chosen one of their num- 
ber and stamped on his leg to 
simulate an injury. Campaigns 
to free Private Clegg have 
glossed over these military lies. 

Private Clegg testified that 
he had fired four shots after see- 
ing a colleague being knocked 
off-balance by the car. He said 
he fired three times at the 
windscreen as it came towards 
him, then once at its wing as it 
passed. He said he had not fired 
at the rear of the car. 

_ That point was cpidalm that 
the court ruled that shots fired 
at the front of the car, or at its 
side, vyere legal The judge said 
that any shot fired at its rear, 
when jit had passed and posed 
no threat, could not be justified. 

The original trial accepted 
forensic evidence that one of the 
shots which hit Karen Reilly had 
been fixed ly Private Clegg, and 
had passed through the rear of 


the vehicle. His fate turned on 
the question of a micro-second: 
if he fired at the side of the car 
he was innocent, if he fired at 
the rear it was murder. 

Private Clegg was also un- 
lucky in the statistical sense. 
Troops have killed around 300 
people in Northern Ireland, 
many civilians. But although 
more than 30 members of the 
security forces have been pros- 
ecuted for their part in killin gs, 
few have been convicted. Thus, 
nationalist complainants say 
bitterLy, the surprise in the case 
was not that it has been re- 
opened but that the . soldier 
was convicted in the first place. 

In bars in England the view 
is that an unfair conviction is on 
the way to being rectified; In 
Irish pubs the accusation is 
that the system is once again 
more concerned with protect- 
ing army personnel than with 
justice. The gap in perceptions 
is huge and, in this case, almost 
certainly unbridgeable. 
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RECVCLMG 


Recycled paper made op 
41 A% of the raw material for 
UK newspapers In the first 
half of 1997. 
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Lighting-up times 
May 

Belaa 1757 Id 714 

Bonringham - 17.44 k) 6.54 
Bristol ... .1749 to 656 

Giasgcn 1749 ^ jjjj 

London 1759 to 6.46 

Mmdiste — 17 .M to 657 

Newcastle... 1759 to 657 


General summary and outlook: 

Scotland will have a very cold and wintry day with 
fleeting sunny spells and snow shows. The heaviest 
and most frequent snow showers will he in the north 
and west with drifting In the strong north-west wtnd. 
Northern Ireland, north-west England and north 
Whies will also be very cold and blustery with sun- 
shine and scattered heavy showers of hall, sled and 
snow. The rest of England and Wales will see better 
sunny spells and just a few wintry showers. 

Tomorrow will again be very cold with wintry showers 
almost anywhere, although again the worst of the 
snow will be in the north while some sheltered 
southern areas will stay mostly dry and bright. On 
Monday and Tuesday rain and milder air will spread 
slowly from the south-west, preceded by a spell ot 
snow in the north and east The milder air may strug- 
gle to reach northern Scotland with the wintry 
weather persisting. Elsewhere, once a becomes 
milder it will be unsettled with spells of rain ami 
strong winds. 


Air quality 


Betel 17.59 lo 716 

Btmmgham _ 17 . 4 fi to 652 
Bndoi 17.50 to 6.54 

Gtegow 1751 u f .06 

Unton.. _ . 17.41 u 6.44 
Mncheser- 1746 to 655 
NmtasOfl _ 17.42 to 654 


London Mode 
S England Good 
wales Good 
C England Good 
N England Good 
Scotland Good 
N Ireland Good 


(Made far May 

SOj HOj 

Good London Good 
Good S England Good 
Good Wales Good 
Good C England Good 
Good N England Good 
Good Scollaid Good 
Good N Ireland Good 


British Ides weather 

rasa Real watette figure at noon toot tau 

C.doudr. CLdor: E.far Fgjog; totee. Mjnbt drain Sjmy, Slafeet 

Shdro^Soswr.ThAanita. 

Aberdeen A 4 39 I nt ern ees n 3 37 

Aagbsay r § 48 Ipswfc* c 8 46 

Ayr d (43 MesnfScWy f 18 58 

Bdtat sta 7 45 Jersey r 8 48 

BMagtam c 18 50 Uveqieel d 9 48 

Btukpot! d 1 46 Undue e 9 48 

Besracnaetfe c 9 48 Haechester e 9 48 

Brighton e 10 50 Newcastle ad 9 48 

Bristol sb 8 46 Bo H fn gla n c 18 50 

CatdHT f 8 46 Oxfort c 9 48 

CariblB A 8 46 Ptyneutb c 8 46 

Cmfc c 9 48 Scubenafpi c 10 50 

Bonr e 10 50 Stmwsfaanr c S 48 

DAttn rib 9 48 Se rtto n pUn c IB 50 

Edtabsnh * 6 43 Srwttewd c 9 48 

Exeter c ID 59 St Andrews di 7 45 

Glasgow ri 5 41 Stanmny h Z 36 

Gammy e IO hit g 10 50 


High tides j Sum ft moon 

AM HT PM HT j an Uses: 06.49 
London OZ'43 7 . 6 1511 76 | Sunsets; 17.39 

Liverpool OOflO 9.9 1221 103 • Moan riserO? 45 

Avonmouth 0621 145 2042 14.3 • Moon sets: 2D 13 

Hull (Abed Docfc)07 19 9.1 1929 9.5 ; 

Greenock 01:30 3.4 1350 37 ; Fra am 

Dun Laoghaire 00.14 4.2 1225 45 ; Quarter BKf 

j ttirtsBB 
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Out and about with 
AA Roadwatch 

Call 8336 401777 1« Be bkst 

local rntfoaBonaHaHE raw 
Soun» Tta AuttnwhteAswcB- 
fai Calls charged at 5Qp per rtr 
al an times (to VAT). 

London, A1 between Ml HU 
Circus and Rveways Comer. 
Roadworks and restrictions. 
Until May 31. 

London A3211 Blackfnars 
Underpass. Contraflow. Until 
April 15 

Bud an gharndw e. M40 JteJS. 
Roadworks and contraflow. 
Until 1999. 

Kant M2 J5-7. Bridge mamte- 
nance & restrictions. Until 
MarchO 

Bristol. M5 Jlflf-19. Major 
roadworks on Avonmouth 
Bridge Until Jan 99 
WestYorte,M1J4342Soar- 
ton to Lotbouse (M62). A oon- 
teflwand 50mph speed limit 
ae in place. Urn July .13. 
Cornell, A36 BodrnnFM- 
wav Station turning. Corfritovr. 
Until Jure 1. 

Somerset M5 J22-J23. Major 
roadwwte & cortraflow Until 
Mart 31 

Cambs, A1 Aknrtuy to Had- 
don. Construction work Until 
December 31 1998. 
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INDEPENDENT Weatheriine 

For Bk lateS krecast dlaJ 0891 5009 toftowed by flw two dons 

tor your area Hucored bv Dk atome ran 

Sues tow Met (Met Cafc ctogri e 50p per bSr * al Iocs fine VAn 

SufloftAI? between Kesang- lejcestershire. Mf J24. North- 
land and Wrentham Restnc- band exK slip dosed. Use 
tions until Mart 1 J23a. (Mil April 13. 

Derbyshire, A38 Sort ttar- Merseyside A57. Knowdey 
mantoafyfejtrroadworisUrtlJ Roadworks ri M57 junction 
Marti. Urn Dec 31 1998 
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PERSONAL LOANS 



LENDER an ^ 


4i? rncnthlv 

To!;] 1 .irncurt! 

b;in cf £10.000 


roD.Tymor.ts 

paynLfe 

E2E2BP(^ B 

12.9% 

£264.51 

£12,696.48 

TSB Bank pic' j 

13.8% 

£268.33 

£12.879.84 


15.9% 

£278.40 

£13,363.20 

Mercantile Credit' ] 

15.9% 

£277.93 

£13340.64 


with 48 monthly repayments, you could save up to £666 compared with the 
lenders shown. 


or iur an information nack 


0800 122 


Borci SlSErtF E 7 T 40 £ r 3 ~ 363.20 SS T What>S m ° re * 35 interest rates are fixed ' ^ month,y wi « n ^er increase. 

Mercantile Credu* 15.9% £277Tii~~ £ 13340.64 £^4.16 1 No security required. No arrangement fee. 
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li you are 24 orowr, haw a bank account ana receine a regular annual income, should be aUe Id give you a decision while you wart f I Tn n l i ^ 

I would Tke" more "information on Goldfish personal" loans Name i Mr/Mrs/M iss/Msi Addfefis 

Please return in an envelope to: — * ~ 

Goldfish personal loans, FREEPOST NT 1231. Newcastle upon Tyne X. NE85 18ft r Recede Telephone 94006/ °59ttg 
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i ^nU^h a D | d AnS,ea , h!dtr e Up ’ 1 kncw 

Md 4? al she would have iQ il 

work,” one of Anibea Dkn the dirty 

leagues at 71 'Guide i n jJ5X? *t m * r Co ' 
terday, referring to her Said J rcS - 

chief executioner on rh ® P E! lrem r °le as 

Sbe'sacorpora.e^^S"™' 8 1,001 

league, who preferred n^ h [ C,rmer0D i- 
continued. ot to ^ named. 

ci ^cterised C l^^^_ Urdo J; h has **en 

on^S^^n Xr| ho re 

«^dforp U S„" le5Pn:V,OU ^ ear - 

other 30-odd were innl ^ mCS - andan * 
were no longer deemed beCause lhe >‘ 
worthwhile ° ** Lt>rrunc rcially 

ties I do not want them to sav. ‘Bov' She 
bud^t*^ aboul property costs o/the 

f . ^ the D same interview she also recalled 
the day Rupert Murdoch had offered her 
the job. At the time, she was running News 
C ?J X JJ? 011 s tnternel site, iGuide “He 

said, ‘What do you think of Harped 
* h f remembered, “and I Sid 
much ab ° ut **«* pub- 
*** forra °« of her working 
hfe Disney has been a journalist. In the Sev- 
enties she worked for the Express and in 
particular the Mail. She was David Eng- 
lish s star feature writer, happv to spend a 
OMiple of weeks blacked up so should 
tell the papers readers about the coloured 
experience. 

And she was known to be something of 
an operator, a hack who would use all of 
her wiles to get a story. By the end of the 

„ Dlslie y was heading up the 
AfaiTs New York bureau, but when they de- 
cided to post her back to Britain, she pre- 
terred to stay and went freelance. 

Four years of comparative wilderness 


L N the news 


anthea 
Disney 


o°J. l ™ i i‘X onIy b,ip in a carecr «■« •>=« 

cu™™ Allowed a consistently upward 

She eventually got back on track when 

fer« edf rt ™ York ^^asfca- 
ld£r %h nSlng l ° become ils Sunday 
I™’ She f wen! °n to edit Self magazine 
and here followed a series of further ap- 
pointments in the Murdoch empire - Jk- 
ecutive producer of the tabloid TV 
programme 4 Current Affair and cdilor of 

ma^Tnt' ^ 

flir T ma ® rown mant la lettre " is how one 
fhkFn f^ agUC d escribes the success of 
mu. Englishwoman m New York (although 

e s now taken American citizenship) 

„ r ™ she ’s Jealous of Brown's media 
profile, but the truth is that she tends to 
shun glamorous parties, preferring to 
spend lime at her farmhouse home in the 
company of her husband Peter Howe a 
photographer. 

They met when she was working on a 
story about Mexicans in American prisons 
Md he was taking the pictures. “Wc end- 
ed up falling into the same motel room," 
is how she describes die beginning of their 
romance. “Utterly unsentimental" is how 
a former journalist colleague describes Dis- 
ney. She s calculating. Ruthless is too 
stitmg a tenn, but she does what she says 
she will do. She’s quite formidable and she 
takes no nonsense." 

A Murdoch employee in New York says; 
The thing that’s crucial to understanding 
Antbea is that she’s a woman with her eye 
on the main chance. And for her the main 
tbanee has been Rupert Murdoch. He’s 
projected her from being just another jour- 
nalist, albeit a fairly talented one, to be- 
ing one of the highest-paid women 
executives in the world." 


Tim Hulse 



\ 


Authors line up to 
defend sacked editor 


D " diier ** ^ 


Photograph: FSP 


Vanity, vanity 

It’s been pointed out by some that Dis- 
ney’s current official photograph dif- 
fers very little from the one which 
used to accompany her New York col- 
umn for the Dolly Mail in the Seven- 
ties. Her detractors use this as 
evidence of vanity and further like to 
dte the story of her appearance in For- 
tune magazine in 1996. Apparently so 
taken was Disney with die accompany- 
ing photographs of her in a very fetch- 
ing leather jacket that her secretary 
was sent out to buy dozens of copies of 
the issue. 

The Ronnie Biggs episode 

In 1974, the whole of Fleet Street was struck 
with frenzy at the news that great train rob- 
ber Ronnie Biggs might be willing to sell his 
story. Hacks were despatched forthwith to 
Brazil in a mad scramble to catch up with 
him. The Express got to him first, splashing 
with Train Robber Biggs Captured In Ria„ 
Our Men Are There", but Matt editor David 
.English was determined to get Biggs for him- 
self. Disney was one of the Mail team who 
descended on Rio in hoc pursuit. In SBp-Up, 
the dassic book on this whole sorry affair, 
author Anthony Delano describes Disney 
thus: “Small, long dark hair, frequently reno- 
vated tan, the kind of look MGM used to fix 
up for Pocahontas parts." He also describes 
Disney’s modus operandi as she sought to 
win over a Brazilian police spokesman; “Dis- 
ney pulled her chair up to his desk, unveiling 
thighs rounded and browned to the most 
demanding standards of Copacabana." 

In her own words 

On her appointment as head of 
HarperCollins: “Here is my opportuni- 
ty to be distinguished. I am not going 
to pass on it, J assure you.” 

One year later, following the manu- 
script massacre: "I’m now seen as a 
crass barbarian, this woman who walks 
around with a smile on her face and an 
axe in her hand.” 

On her boss: “Rupert never said to 
me, ‘Don’t publish anything that has 
any intellectual value.* It wouldn’t 
make sense. People like to be around 
books with intellectual content, includ- 
ing owners of publishing houses.” 


The future of publishing 
Disney-style 

■A lot of younger authors might be open to 
haviqg the community of the Internet collab- 
orate to write books." Disney told The Book- 
seller in 1996. “So you have a book written 
by a community of people rather than by 
one person - although one person has to 
look after the structure and the plot.” 

For the Record 

Under Disney* editorship, TV Guide 
became the first billion-dollar-a-year 
magazine in the American publishing 
industry. 


By Paul Routledge 

FtolrtJcaJ Correspondent 

WRITERS lined up to condemn Harpcr- 
Collins’ treatment of its chief editor Stuarr 
Proffitt yesterday amid signs that some will 
leave or be tempted by rival publishers who 
are waiting to pounce. 

Fay Weldon called yesterday for a 
meeting of HarperCollins authors to 
protest at Proffitt's departure and said she 
was considering her position: “7 suspect that 
in future if a book is likely to be political- 
ly tricky then the author will go to anoth- 
er publisher. I think writers will be a lot 
>iore wary of going to HarperCollins. 
This is certainly not going to make thing s 
easy for them or the people who work 
there." 

She added: “What upsets me is that the 
idea that writers can be insulted as a way 
out for the bosses. I can understand the 
hook being stopped for political reasons, 
and that happens, but when the reason 
given is that it’s not of sufficient quality then 
that’s insulting to the writer and upsetting. 

7 think it is very upsetting to suggest that 
Chris Patten's work is not up to standard." 

Weldon was joined by Doris Lessing who 
told The Independent: “These big robber 
barons who make empires out of publish- 
ing treat their editors like dirt. I've been 
so shocked by it It's unheard of this bap- 



Fay Weldon: ‘Writers will now be 
wary of going to HarperCollins’ 

peeing in a serious publishing house of in- 
tellect and merit and now suddenly we find 
it happening. Mr Murdoch couldn’t care 
less about his authors." 

Historian Peter Hennessey has already 
written to Mr Proffitt to tell him that he 
will be moving to wherever he goes: “If he 
can take his authors with him, then I’ll go. 
The relationship between an author and 
their editor is a most special one. It's the 
reason we go to publishers. J think that a 


German driving 
force for ‘curvy* 
new Rolls-Royce 


lot of his authors will go with him if they 
can." J 

Meanwhile rival publishers have already 
started contacting the agents of disgruntled 
witers: “Of course we will take advantage 

of it, said Martin Neild, managing director 

of Hodder & Staughton. “We're not quite 
drawing up a hit list, but there are a num- 
ber of writers we are interested in. What 
happens in a situation like this is a gener- 
al climate of uncertainty." 

HarperCollins refused to comment on 
tiie story, but insiders said they were feel- 
ing rattled: “There is stunned disbelief here. 

I cannot recall this type of interference be- 
fore. I should imagine editors will have 
some interesting questions to field from 
authors.” 

“If an author doesn't want to remain 
with a publishing house there is not a lot 
a publisher can do about it,” said the in- 
sider. “You cannot force them to write for 
you and imagine the publicity if they start 
claiming they are being held against their 

wflL” 

To add to that uncertainty it emerged 
yesrerday that Stuart Proffitt’s deputy 
TbbyMunday is also leaving the company. 

Tins is fan tastkaDy damaging," said one 
publishing source. “They do a lot of polit- 
i«d biographies. Now agents and authors 
will feel unnerved in case staying with 
HarperCollins will taint your work.” 
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ROLLS-ROYCE yesterday 
gave full details of its new 
£155,000 “curvy” model, which 
will be powered by a German 
engine. The Silver Seraph, the 
carmaker’s first all-new model 
for nearly two decades, will 
have 5.4-litre V12 engines from 
BMW, which is keen to ac- 
quire the up-for-sale company. 

The more rounded contours 
> of the car, built at Rolls’s head- 
quarters in Crewe, Cheshire, 
will be unveiled for the first time 


at next week’s Geneva Motor 
Show. 

Capable of accelerating 
from CMSGmpb in just under sev- 
en seconds, the Seraph will go 
on sale straight after its world 
debut on Tuesday. 

The car has new seats, new 
braking, a new heating system 
and more luggage space. “This 
is the dawn of a new era for 
Rolls-Royce and we approach 
the millennium in confident 
mood," said the company’s 



in an ideal -world you will always 
be there for your But should 
the worst happen, would they be 
able to cope without you? 

You may well BIBB— B —MB 
be surprised to 
learn that for 
the monthly 
equivalent of 
20p** a day you 
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The Silver Seraph, powered by a VI2 BMW engine, will 
go on sale immediately after Its launch on Tuesday 

chief executive, Graham Mor- 
ris today. The Seraph is the first 

product to come our of the com- 
pany’s £40m investment in new 
facilities at Crewe. For the first 

time, cars at Crewe come off as- 
sembly lines and robots are 


also used in the production 
process. But the production 
line moves somew ha t slower 
than those at other car plants - 
going at just O.Olmph, so that 
it takes a car 20 hours to reach 
the end of the line. 
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firanciaj future. 

Legal & General's Family 
Protection Plan will ensure that the 
lump sum is paid should you die 
during the period of time you select. 


This valuable cover is easy to 
budget for as you only pay a 
premium for a fixed period of time. 
^i^gnoum you pay each month 
says the same. 

The sooner you 
a PPty. the sooner 
you could be sure 
that your family's 
future is secure. 


FIND OUT MORE TODAY. 

F»i U* Legd & General, FREEPOST 
(swe 0467X Cardiff CFl ito. 

Hose snid me a personal quotuion and 

Srsir r* m ^ 

™wTy Protection Plan. 

tWc (Mr/MrVMtaVMs, 

Surnanw 


quotation call the number 
below. Alternatively, contact your 
financial adviser 


Forenamcfr.i . 
Addre*. 


“Squtvafcm 10X008 a dkxmIi 

TEquJraJcnr LOSS }* a monih 
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O. What is the difference between a BA 
flight and a Go flight? 

A. One $er«* customers while the other 
scr«* competitors. 

fMrJGD-Shaffock. 

Peterborough V 



/Dear easyJet , . \ 

My daddy lost his business three yean ag \ 

he was very sad. ,, . js 1 

He says that BA behave .^rife to you with I 

me oboot Fresdie ^ / 
Virgin and now easyJet. .. / 

, will *11 my and Mend* about it as W _ 

Good luck. ftosanru*. A 

N Rosanna Johnstone (age 8} Cukheth 


The Ballad of Ayling Bob 

Fares high. 

Market slipping# 

Career awry 

Profits dipping. 

Move to 'Go', 

Pies in skies. 

Stoop real low, 

Cross-subsidise. 

Rivals go, 

Sold a pup. 

Status quo. 

Fares go up! 

Peter Scott-Smith 
Bury St. Edmunc/s 







Fty fte Real Thing, ©easyJet 
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Bill Tidy 


Thank you all for your continued 
support in easyJet’s battle against the 
new BA cheap trick, 

and for the thousands of faxes we received in 
response to our Beauty and the Beast 
campaign. 

The ad invited readers to fax their views about 
BA's latest "cheap trick" airline "go". Here are 
six of the best responses, who each win a pair 
of free flights on easyJet. Congratulations to 
the other four prize winners (J D Statham, 

G Ferguson, R L Cole, J Harrhy), and we're 
sorry their entries did not fit on this page. 

easyJet are determined to fight the BA cheap 
trick all the way to the High Court and beyond 
if necessary. A writ was served on British 
Airways by easyJet on Thursday 26th 
February 1 998. For the full text please refer to 
our website www.easyjet.com. 

In our efforts to prove the cross 
subsidy of 'go' by BA, we need all 
the help we can get. If you have 
evidence of such behaviour by BA or 
any other 'BA trick 1 please fax us on 
01582 - 445588 (strict confidence 
guaranteed for BA staff) 


Why call an airline GO? 

When its the others you are frying to stop 

Its good old BA and Co 

Trying to keep themselves on top. 

They colled their airline GO 
Its a trick. The most sleazy yet. 

Would I fly with GO? 

No. I'll use easyJet! 

John Jenkins ^^4 

East Lothian I 


Doesn't it get on your pip 

someone should give their wings a clip. 

It really isn't very fair 

that B.A. think they own the air! 

First they target Freddie Laker 

then it was Branson some years later. 

Anyone gets in their way 

They say: "There's only room for us. B.A"! 

Well listen here... you won't succeed 
by making competition bleed, 
remember Davia and his sling 
he slayed Goliath and became a king. 

Soon all will change, oh yes indeed 
when easyJet and their like succeed, 

B.A. will suffer a mighty blow 

as we passengers turn away from "Go". 

Stephen Benson 
Blandford, Dorset 
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London Luton • Liverpool • Geneva • Palma • Nice • Barcelona * Amsterdam 

Inverness • Aberdeen • Edinburgh • Glasgow 
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Journalist's family 

applauds verdict 

of un *awful killing 



By Ian Burrell 

HGHT years after his body 

hanging from a cup- 

a British inquest fi Qa || v re . 

Swn ed u l V i rdiCt of Un| awful 
WUwg yesterday on the death of 
Jonathan Moyie. 1 

The 25-year-old defence 
journalist died while i m Ji 
Sating the sale of attack hell 
copters to Saddam Hussein’s 
Iraqi regime. 

J^e verdict was returned hy 

the Exeter and East Devon 
coroner after a two-hour hear- 

(%un Exm ° Uth Corwn cr's 

Afterwanto, Mr Movie’s 
family, who have never slopped 
investigating the circumstances 
furroundiiig his death, said thai 
some justice had been done. 

His mother Diana said- “It 
would have been so immense - 
unfair if any other verdict had 
been returned. It has heen a 
wng time, eight years, and it has 
been hanging over us every 
day. I just feel relieved." 

When the body of the former 
RAF helicopter pilot was dis- 
covered hanging in a 5ft high 
wardrobe in a Santiago hotel 
room, the Chilean authorities 
said he had committed suicide. 

Eight months later, an in- 
quest was opened near Mr 
Moyie’s home in Devon. Bui the 
coroner was forced to adjourn 
the hearing after a pathologist 



Moyle: arms dealer link 


The inquest was finally ^ 
'pcnedveskTday after lusher 
m^at'orcshytheauihorili^ 

n Chile and by Mr Male's ta- 
ller W a retired school- 
teacher. Mr Moyle became 
convinced that his was 
Ivillcd after heing given a seda- 
tive in his coffee. 

When the hudy was discov- 
ered nn 3] March, lyyQ, the 
Fore.gn Office at first aeecpi- 
the Chilean authorities’ view 
that he had committed suicide. 

Bin it later emerged that Mr 
Moyle had been working on a 
SIO rV *bat Carlos Cardoen. a 
wealthy Chilean arms dealer 
had brokered a deal to supplv’ 
Iraq with helicopters equipped 
Wi, h guided missiles. Mr Car- 


doen had earned millions from 

Iraq’s protracted war with Iran 

und was also linked to the deals 
by which British engineering 
company Malrix Churchill sup- 
plied lathes to manufacture 
Iraqi ammunitions. 

Mr Movie had arrived in 
Santiago as a delegate at an in- 
ternational defence conference. 

He began investigating 
chums that Mr Cardoen was 
preparing to convert the Bell 
-06 civilian helicopter into an 
attack aircraft carrying a guid- 
ed missile system, which was 
jointly manufactured in Britain. 
Sweden and the US. 

Mr Moyle senior has since 
spent £1(1,000 investigating his 
son s death. His concerns 
helped prompt a rc-think by the 
C hilean authorities and a judi- 
cial investigation in Santiago in ’ 
September JWJ concluded that 
the young Briton had been 
murdered and that his killers 
had faked his suicide. Two years 
later, when an identitv parade 
in Chile failed to identify a sus- 
pect. the murder hunt was 
halted. 

Bui Ihe investigation into his 
death was re-opened bv the San- 
tiago Court of Appeal late last 
year. 

Nearly eight years on and 
jusi as Britain has narrowly 
avoided going back lu war with 
Iraq, the Moyle family finally 
feels that the authorities have 
done them some justice. 



irvine pledges new curbs on 

chequebook journalism 


By Anthony Bevins 

FbftxaJ Editor 


CHEQUEBOOK journalism 
payments to court witnesses 
are to be outlawed. Lord Irvine 
of Lairg, the Lord Chancellor, 
announced yesterday. 

He said in a Lords written re- 
ply that the Government had ac- 
cepted an ail-parly select 
committee call for payments to 
witnesses and pre-trial publici- 
ty to be controlled by legislation. 

Concern over the issue came 
t'^a head during the trial of 
mass murderer Rose West when 
a number of witnesses were 
“bought up” by newspapers. 

Lord Irvine said: “The Gov- 
ernment is committed to main- 


taining an appropriate balance 
between the due administration 
of justice on tbc one hand and 
freedom of speech on the oth- 
er. It has concluded that the 
committee's recommendations 
maintain that balance and has 
therefore accepted them in 
principle ... 

“Media coverage of the tri- 
al itself will be unaffected,” he 
said. “But payments to wit- 
nesses. or potential witnesses, 
by the media run a real risk of 
encouraging witnesses to exag- 
gerate their evidence to make 
it more newsworthy, or to with- 
hold relevant evidence from 
the court and make it available 
as an exclusive to a newspaper. 

If the existence of a media 


contract emerges in court, juries 
may wonder if the witness’s ev- 
idence has been affected by the 
contract. This may not be the 
case, but suspicion that it is 
could be enough to cause a mis- 
carriage of justice.” 

The select committee report 
also called for strengthening of 
the Contempt of Court Act 1981, 
“so that it covers the collective 
or cumulative effect of pre-trial 
publicity in risking prejudicing a 
trial, as well as the effect of in- 
dividual articles”. Lord Irvine 
said: “This means that newspa- 
pers could not escape liability, as 
one case held they could, because 
a number of them had acted in 
a similar way and together had 
caused the prejudice. 


Advertise men i 


Thinking of buying a 
computer? 


Computers are playing an 
increasingly important part in our 
lives. Bui how much should you pay 
for a system? And how do you know a 
PC l|iU suit your needs? 

Help is at hand! Practical, 
straightforward and reliable. The 
Which? Guide to Computers 
explains all the jargon. Ir’s ideal for 
home users and small businesses 
alike and takes you, step by step, 
through the buying process. 

Using real-life situations to 
highlight common problems, it tells 
you • what computers can do for 


you and/or your business • how to 
avoid costly mistakes, and select 
.sensibly-priced hardware and 
software that won’t be instantly 
obsolete • how to calculate the true 
cost of a system • how to get cost- 
effective user support and 
maintenance • why 'latest' doesn’t 
always mean 'best' • how to ensure 
you buy wh3tyou need - and not 
what the salespeople want to sell you 
• and much more besides.' 


This fact-packed book from 
Which? gives independent, 
unbiased advice and is essentia] 
reading for anyone planning to buy 
a computer, or who wants to get 
the most from their existing 
system. 

The Which? Guide to Computers 
costs just £10.99 (p&p FREE), so 
why not order your copy NOW 
using the order form below? Full 
refund if not satisfied. 


What can the Internet do for you? 

‘Email’, websites'. ‘URLs’... do colleagues nod relatives around 
you tike the idea of the internet the world • how to promote your 
but find all the jargon that goes .business to an audience of 
with it baffling? And do you know millions • where to find free 


Essential 
reading- for 
landlords 
and tenants 

Thinking of letting your 
property? Unsure of your rights 
as a tenant? Then get help 
**Hh The Which? Guide to Renting 
una Letting. 

Whether you are renting or letting 
a house, flat or room, you need to 
be aware of your legal rights, tbc 
financial implications of the 
agreement and the practicalities of 
the landlord/tenant relationship. 

And this concise, accessible book 
could help you avoid possible 
pirfalls. as well as save you time, 
money and potentially costly legal 

tie re’s sdviee on I To: Which?. PO Box 89, Dept SP237, Hertford. SG14 1TB 

• what sort of tenancy to grant I ^ un ^ nding 1 ^ . fnu 

■ rents and dcoo&its * grounds for ' I’. . in j™ 


rents and deposits • grounds for * eoptei rajwred in ■ipprepruile hmuslbckw 

possession during a tenancy and 

f , , I | I The. HTiJrfi* Guide to Conqwlcn »> £HLW each 

how to obtain a court order. * un* 

Tena n ts will discover • who pays j □ tj* which? g«*m* u> the uimw e ras9 ««* 

the council tax, utility charges, and □^ wh!l *jGniifctoR«UiwBiidLetuiirie na«^ SP237 

repair bills • whether they can f „ cIo ^ otemu/PO tor f_ ( payable u, which? Ud» 

sublet • what to do about I , 

heressmem or threats of eviction | « f I I I I I I I I I [I I I I I ] S* UJ/IJJ 1 
• .and much, much more! I Inuat * :r 1 1 1 — ■— »— i — — i . 

C Jmplete with sample letting (Signed — — - — - 

agreements. The Which? Guide to , Name Mr/MvMissMi* 

Renting and Letting costs 1 Address, 
just £10.99 fP&P FREE), so 


just how useful the Internet could 
be for you? At the touch of u 
button you could have access ru 
news and weather reports, stock 
market quotations, shopping and 
banking services, travel and sport. 
Published by Which?. The Which? 
Guide to the Internet cuts through 
the terminology by providing u 
glossary of terms and giving clear, 
non-technical advice on how to 
make the Internet work for you. 
Using real-life case histories this 
invaluable book will help you 
explore all the possibilities - for 
business and for pleasure. 

It looks at • cost-effective 
access ■ gelling connected 
• using the Internet to save 
money on international phone 
calls ■ keeping in touch with 


software and advice. 

PLUS order now and receive your 
FREE CD Rom giving you 
30 days unlimited access to the 
Internet and Which? Online. 
Which? Online contains a 
wealth of exclusive consumer 
information from Which?. It also 
gives you access to member and 
Which? expert discussion groups, 
an email address and free 
webspace. 

The Which ? Guide to the Internet 
costs just £9.99 {P&P FREEj 
However, should you subscribe to 
Which? Online after your free trial 
we'll lake the price of the book ofi 
your first payment. So why not 
order your copy NOW using the 
order form below? Full refund if 
not satisfied. 


Food 
labels 
to help 
fight flab 


By Glenda Cooper 

Consumer Affeirs Correspondent 

NEW labelling guidelines to 
help consumers work out tiie fat 
and calorie content of food 
were being published yesterday. 

Hie Institute of Grocery 
Distribution, which issued the 
guidelines, said fat and calories 
were shoppers' biggest concerns 
and manufacturers were being 
urged to print “guideline daily 
amounts" on packets to make 
it simpler for people to work 
out whether they are eating 
too much. 

Manu f acturers and retailers 
are also being urged to break 
down the jfat and calorie content 
per serving. The institute wants 
labels to indude the information 
that on average women eat Z000 
calories and 70g of fat while for 
men the values are Z500 calories 
and 95g of faL The guidelines are 
based on recommendations from 
health professionals and govern- 
ment advisers. 

Joanne Denney, chief exec- 
utive of the institute, said the ad- 
vice was intended to be both 
benefidal and practical.. 



SEE THE WIDEST RANGE 
OF DIGITAL CAMERAS 


DIGITAL CAMERAS 

dinftnf K° ,Ut(0n ha L s amved - cameras have gone 
mnrf ^ i.| >ecau ® e they store images digitally, there’s no 
inS^ntl 7v 0r deve, °P ,n 9- so You can view your photos 
ns *f nt y ^ ou can edit and store them on vour PC lonk 

d~n? y ° Ur TV i pUt them imo Otters and IO ° k 

documents -even fax or e-maii them! 

MEGA PIXEL 

The new generation of digital 

cameras deliver stunning picture 

quality with the incredible resolution of over 

a million pixels, giving amazing clarity on 

screen and in print. W**" 

TEST DRIVE THEM TODAY -I 

Ask for a fa,! demonstration in-store ; j 


SA/dYO i 

VPCG200 DIGITAL GAMBIA 

• 640x480 pixels. 

• 4Mb rttemd memory. 

• Stores up to t20 images. . 

• Voice memo fed&tv wuiOfiSDeal 

Was £49039. £44039. 

9 MONTHS nrriEREST 

FREE OPTIO N* 
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Best of British 
heritage 
goes online 



Chris Smith, Secretary of State for Culture, m 
Swindon yesterday to begin putting pictures 
from the National Monuments Record on to 
the World Wide Web. He was helped by Oliver 
Dhlllon.ll, (centre), Natafie Ferris, II, (right) 
and Laura Edwards, also II, who along with 
children from all over the country will be able 
to the images from Rftft Living Library, 

an Internet service for schools. Kghti a 
photograph of house in Buckinghamshire taken 
in 1900 which Mr Smith scanned m 

©Calyx Multimedia/ Photograph: Darren Jack 



INTEREST FREE OPTION" 

ON A WIDE RANGE OF KITCHEN APPLIANCES 
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ON LAUNDRY 
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French 8Te 


accused on 


cup tickets 


ByKimSengupaand 

J asonBenne !^- 


the FA are made qui|£ cJ |-‘ ar * - 
Mr Straw said of the 3 ^ 8 ' 
tions: “TTiere is obvious and un- 

UUU ^ ... ™,m hut TTlfllW 


* — - — — - tions: “ r inerec»w i " , ~‘- — 

. „ deff wndable coocexn by many 

ARGUMENTS werthe^ “^ u ^.ions participm^ -n 

catioD of World Cup udceB.o “ WolidCup about 

faas of Englund. Scotian allocations-, aud added that 

other counttiesdonuoated^ *crc couda^ug 


international security 
for the corape uuon held 

teiday by Jack Straw, Home 
Secretaiy. . . . 

■ The seminar, in his Bia “ 
bum constituency, wasi^edby 
Tbny Banks, Minister ofSpor^ 
,o register auger « the 


discussions were 

Police and foolbali 

from 22 countries including . 

Dominique Spin^-^n^, 
director of the French iW»M 
Cup organisers, and George 

Queny, the - 

lice officer involved, attmided 


to register anger yesterday’s summit. Mr Straw 

“miseir attitude of the French ^f^ having discussnan 

hosts, and to warn they couM ogy have to 

weakensecimtyanmigeme^ WO rk within a framework esj^ 
At the same tune — Ube , . ifched by Fifa, and there 

al Democrat MPsaigucda^ demand." . 

don condemning the _ COUQter threat ofvi- 

ticketing au ?° . n0 .^ n 0 | e nce by fons the Home Office , 

what they had done is nosed that people convict-- 

breach of the single mart£ oflbnces 

regulations and completely da- ^^^banned from trev- 

’’^fTTcamc after the «dCu P= ^ 

T- Aocr^iarinn learned There are aacwj 


The moves came after the 
Football Association learned 
with “astonishment and dis- 
may" that England fans had 
been allocated fewer than 
10,000 tickets for the opening 


agreements with six other Hu- 
ropean countries. They enable. 
British courts to make offend- 


10,000 tickets for the opening ere report to potoeirtatiom^ 
games. Only Z500 tickets wffl be match times. Mr Straw wrote ro 
Sailablefor the fans to see tbe courts and prosecutors before 
match with Colombia in Lens, Christmas urging them to use 


near UUe, on 26 June. me powera ‘’'r.*” 

“This is making something of number of people effectively 
a mockery of a great foot- banned from travelling on eer- 
. . .. ...i Hove hac ninre increased 


the powers mote often. The 


d UIVUVU1J — CT^ 

balling festival," Mr Banks said. 

“This se min ar is all about se- 
curity and this ticket issue will 
come up in quite a big way. 
Ticketing and security are very 
closely linked. 1 will make sure 


tain days has since increased 
from about 10 to 34. ft 

Mr Straw wants fens to in- 
form on hooligans by contact- 
ing a “hooligans hotline" 
re-launched by the National 


closely linked. I will make sure re-iauncneu oy me n<muiw. 
the feelings of the football sup- Crime Intelligence Service. The 
porters, the Government and number is 0800 515495. 


Ex-rugby star jailed for fraud 


A former British Lion was 
jailed for five years after he ad- 
mitted plundering the trust 
fund of the man he once re- 
garded as a mentor. Tony 
Neaiy, one of the golden boys 
of rugby union's amateur era, 
admitted 12 charges of theft to- 
talling more than £288.000. 

Two further charges of 
fraud, totalling £450,000. were 
denied by Neaiy, formerly of 
Alderley Edge, Cheshire, and 
were allowed to stay on the 
records. Liverpool Crown 
Court heard how the theft be- 


tween December 19 91 to No- 
vember 1992 related to two 
funds set up by the late Man- 
chester lawyer John Gorna, 
for whom Neaiy had worked: 

The court was told how 
Neaiy, 49. a solicitor, had once 
stood on top of the world but 
had smee divorced and was now 
bankrupt. 

Sentencing Neaiy, who wqpi 
43 caps for England, David 
Clarke, QC, Recorder of Liv- 
erpool, said: “You have to be 
sentenced for the offences 
which you committed." 
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[^yfoi* women sacked after maternity leave 
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By Barrie Clement 
Labour Editor . 


Winning combination: Heather Cr*Z /. .. 

( eft) and Janet Greaves after their v* 






Past trauma 
brings fear to 
dentist’s chair 


Y1Ct ° ryat th * Court ofA PP<*> yesterday Photograph: Sam 


THE RIGHTS of waiting mothers 
received a suhsiantial boost yes- 
terday when two women won their 
cases against employers who dis- 
missed them for failing to return to 
work after maternity leave. 

One of the women. Heather 
Crees, who worked for a large in- 
surance company, yesterday told 
how she suffered from' post-natal 
depression and had delayed her re- 
turn in order to care for her pre- 
mature baby who was suffering 
from severe medical problems. 

Government figures show that 
thousands of mothers - around n p* 
in 2Q - are unable to start back at 
work on time either because they 
are sick themselves or their babies 
need extra care. 

The Royal London Mutual In- 
surance Society and Kwiksave 
Stores, the two employers con- 
cerned, were, however, given leave 
to appeal to the House of Lords so 
that the law could be -clarified”. i 
The Court of Appeal yesterday i 
decided that Janet Greaves, 36, who 
was employed as an assistant su- ] 


pennarkel manager at Kwiksave 
and Mrs Crees, 42. formerly a 
deck at Royal London had been un- 
fairly dismissed. 

Mis Crees lost her home part- 
ly as a consequence of her dismissal 
and now lives in a caravan. She said 
her husband was forced to leave 
work to look after her and their son. 

Mis Crees, of Clacton. Essex, 
was sacked after sending a note ex- 
plaining her Alness to her employ- 
ers. Mis Greaves of Giles Gate, 


men c never intended that a scheme 
to protect female workers would al- 
low companies to -take advantage 
of the temporary illness of a female 
employee to deny her the statuto- 
ry right to return to work". Such an 
interpretation by employers would 
be “absurd and unjust". 

He said the Ians were “complex" 
and tried to strike a balance be- 
tween protection of women at a 
time when they were “physically and 
emotionally vulnerable” and the 


Durham, was dismissed after re- e business of an employer. 


turning to work and handing in her 
explanation personally. Both com- 
panies claim that under employ- 
ment law, the women had sacked 
themselves because they had not 
been “ready for work” on the first 
day after their maternity leave. 

A spokeswoman for the Mater- 
nity Alliance said post-natal de- 
pression was a major problem for 
women and the Court of Appeal de- 
cision would have a significant im- 
pact. -~We have to tell hundreds of 
women who call us every moath to 
drag themselves into or risk losing 
their job." 

Giving the ruling, Lord Justice 
Mummery, concluded that Pariia- 


Uiging the court to give leave for 
appeal to the Law Lords, Elizab eth 
Slade QC. representing the insur- 
ance company, said it was of “ex- 
treme importance'’ that the law 
should be clarified. 

The MSF white-collar union 
and Usdaw, the shopworkers 1 
union, which hacked the two 
women’s case, last night expressed 
confidence that the Law Lords 
would endorse the decision of the 
Court of Appeal 

John Monks, TUC general sec- 
retary, said the victory had great sig- 
nificance for ail women workers 
who were treated unfairly when they 
became pregnant 


At Business Link we offer 
the widest range of business 
services, expert advice and 
information. 


By Jeremy Laurence 

Healtb Editor 


vir jailed for fraud 


ig vow home 
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DENTAL phobia has nothing 
to do with going to the dentist. 
It is triggered by other traumatic 
experiences which become ac- 
cidentally associated with the 
dental surgery, according to a 
->dv published in the British 
Dental Journal this week. 

One in ten people has a 
phobia of the dentist and stud- 
ies stretching back 70 years 
show that the level is unchanged 
since the days of treatment with 
pliers and oil of doves. Despite 
huge advances in techniques and 

anaesthetics which have ren- 
dered dentistry an almost pain- 
less affair, the same proportion 
of patients today as in the Thir- 
ties suffer such intense anxiety 
they avoid treatment. 

Dr Ruth Freeman, of 
Queens University Dental 
School, Belfast who wrote the 
article, says that if dental pho- ; 
bia were related to previous l 
painful experiences in the den- 
tist's chair its inddence ought t 
u >Jiave fallen as techniques im- i 
proved. That It hasn't suggests t 
that dental phobia in both h 
adults and children arises when s. 
anxiety is transferred onto den- ri 
tistiy from experiences outside, n 
A five-year-old child be- d. 
came distressed during a visit 10 d 
the dentist because the white tr 
coat worn by the dentist re- w 


minded him of the hospital 
.... where his twin brother died His 
mother had told him that angels 
ig had come to the hospital to take 
iL ms brother to heaven. When he 
K the dentist’s white coat he 
r- thought the angels had come to 
ie take him to heaven. 

f In a second case, a 23-year 
h old woman associated a child 
hood accident in which she fell 
a off a swing damaging her teeth 
- with the beatings that her ai- 
s coholic father meted out to 
I her mother. She had a general 
i anaesthetic to extract ihe dam- 
• a S e d tooth and remembered 
I waking with blood on her lips 
and in her mouth - just like the 
blood she had seen on her 
mother's mouth. 

. Dr Freeman said: “Dental 
phobia may remain at a similar 
level in the future because life 
experiences will always influence 
a person s feelings about going 
to the dentist However, there 
are techniques which can help 
them overcome their anxiety." , 
Psychologists use behaviour 
therapy and relaxation tech- 
niques to help people who are 
too afraid to visit the dentist to 
become accustomed to the 
sights, sounds and other expe- 
riences associated with treat- 
ment Those who can visit a 
dental practice can be given se- 
dation, advised about pain con- 
trol and bow to slop treatment 
with a signal. 
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Paraplegic loses £1 m claim 


A MAN left paralysed after falling off a bar stool while drunk lost 
his£lm damages claim in the High Court in Belfast yesterday. 

Bachelor William Joy, 37. of Cooksiown. Co Tyrone, had 
doWfed 1 3 vodkas and four pints of beer when he fell off his stool 
and broke his neck in the Copper Room bar in Cooksiown in 1989. 
Mr Justice Campbell said there was no breach of duty of care on 
the part of the publican, Michael Newell. Mr Joy claimed the land- 
lord was negligent in allowing him to sit on the stool while in- 
toxicated. Described as a virtual paraplegic. Mr Joy was not in 
court because his wheelchair had broken, relatives said. I 


£IOOm for Millennium Festival 


^'How can I 
finance 

future growth? 


THE GOVERNMENT yesterday announced plans for a na- 
tionwide Millennium Festival to be funded with £100m of Na- 
tional Lottery funds. 

The move follows criticism that current plans for the year -000 
are dominated by the Dome in Greenwich, south-east London. 
Groups will now be able to apply for grants of 1 ms than 15,000 
or larger sums to fund major events. Chris Smith, Secretaty of 
State for Culture, Media and Sport, announced the plans in Bris- 
tol. where he is on thefirst stage of a coimttywide roadshow aimed 
pi hi ghlig htin g existing regional events and projects. 


Tribute concert for Diana 


SIR CLIFF RICHARD and Chris de Buighwill be omoogAara 
perfo rming at a tribute concert for Diana, 

June, itwas announced ^^ptofSS 

r,!Lt Uovd Webber and Jimmy 


3- ^E?SS5E 

SaU :' Earl Spencer, who owns 


Nail- Tickets will cost SiOUami — V— 

concert were given by Diana’s is buried, 

the Spencer estate at Althoip, where the 


Fraud squad to question MP 

r 0 interview a Labour 
OFFICERS * «■ The officers, from 



YOU WANT TO GROW. 

SO WHERE DO 
YOU GO FROM HERE? 


Nottinghamshire Police, will quefflon pf ^ investigation 

following the launch in December ia>y ^ ^ ^ imer- 
iniu her general-election expenses. hope d that the 

view additional people, including ****** ^ be sub mii- 

inquirv will be concluded soon “I spokesman said. 

I"d retire Crown Prosecution Service, ^ 
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Brown: Budget will 
be no giveaway 


By Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

GORDON BROWN yesterday 
damped down expectations that be 
was about to embaik on a spend- 
ing spree Budget, with billions of 
pounds being contributed to work- 
ing families’ childcare costs. 

In a Commons debate on 
women, Harriet Harman, Secretary 
of State for Social Security and the 
Minister for Women, said the Gov- 
ernment was planning further im- 
provements to help people with 
childcare cpsts. 

Confirming the means of deliv- 
ery, without specifying amounts, she 
told MPs: “The new Working Fam- 
ilies Tax Credit and extra help 
through the tax system for the cost 
of childcare offers the opportuni- 
ty to ensure that all working parents 
on low incomes get the help they 
need with the costs of childcare.” 


But lain Duncan Smith, the 
Conservative spokesman on social 
security, said in a press release that 
if the extensive leaks were correct, 
with payments of up to £97.50 a 
week proposed for some families, 
the scheme would cost “several bil- 
lions” at the very least 

“This scheme dearly signals a 
desire to massively increase redis- 
tribution and return to the days of 
tax-and-spend politics,” he said. 

However^ in a dear attempt to re- 
pudiate any such suggestion, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer said: 
"... there will be no return to soft 
options in public spending.” Mr 
Brown said in a Glasgow speech: 
“With a £400bn national debt, £25bn 
a year interest payments, [and] a bor- 
rowing, requirement of JE23bn last 
year ... ensuring prudence in our 
public finances is our priority.” 

While Ms Harman’s speech, 
and much of the Commons debate, 


focused on childcare - the subject 
of a Green Paper to be issued by 
the Government after Easter - the 

minister also spoke of a determi- 
nation to put women's concerns at 
the heart of government 

She said that half a million 
women who earn less than £7-50 an 
hour would be among the first to 
benefit foam the introduction of a 
minimum ■ wagft j lone parents were 
’ receiving help in getting into work; 
and the Government was setting up 
a “new dialogue" with women. 

Women's juries were to be re- 
cruited, Ms Hannan said, to pro- 
vide a new democratic dimension 
for consultation on government pol- 
icy proposals - an idea that was 
heavily derided by the Conservative 
Opposition when it was announced 
yesterday. Ms Hannan stud jury 
proceedings would be held in pub- 
lic and verdicts would be submit- 
ted to government ministers. 
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48 hour delivery ■ 
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Ybu can even 
choose morning or 
afternoon delivery 

or take It home 
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for full details. 
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Lockerbie relatives welcome trial progress 


BRITISH relatives of those 
killed in the 1988 Lockerbie 
bombing yesterday welcomed a 
ruling which could lead the 
way to the trial of the two 
Libyans accused of the murders. 

At a hearing in The Hague, 
the judges at the World Court, 
the United Nation’s highest ju- 
dicial authority, niled that it had 
the right to settle the deadlock 
between the United States, 
Britain and Libya over where 
the trial should be held. 

Libya says it will not release 


the two suspects for trial in 
Britain or the US claiming they 
will not get a fair trial. A total 
of 270 people died when a 
bomb exploded on Pam Am 
flight 103 over Lockerbie in 
Scotland on 21 December 1988. 

"E) the frustraticm of many rel- 
atives, Britain and the US have 
repeatedly insisted that the ac- 
cused men, Abel Basset Mo- 
bammed Al-Megrahi and 
Al-Amin Khalifa Firing, must be 
tried either in Scotland or the US. 

Yesterday Jane Swire, from 


Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, 
who lost her daughter Flora in 
the bombing, said she hoped it 
would be “the first step towards 
our goal of truth and justice.’’ 

Mrs Swire, whose husband 
Jim travelled to The Hague for 
the ruling, said: “If it will expe- 
dite a trial on a neutral country 

basis -which is what we want, I 

flunk it will be a good thing 
“I hope this will now mean 
there will be a trial in a neutral 
country, and I hope it will not 
take too long. The legal wheels 


seem to turn very slowly, and I 
hope they win turn a little more 
quickly. It is now nearly 10 
years since that awful crime,”. 

Dr Swire, who is involved in 
the campaign fora trial onaoeu- 
tral country and has worked as 
spokesman for the British fami- 
lies who lost relatives in the 
bombing, welcomed the court’s 
decision. “I feel, probably un- 
justifiably, over the moon about 
it, very elated, lb hear a learned 
court of this sort look at some- 
thing so objectively and inde- 


pendently of the relative power 
of the two ades represented, it's 
really very refreshing,” he sa»d- 
He agreed with the Libyan 
government on having a trial in 
a neutral country, even though 
“for all I know the Libyan gov- 
ernment may well have played 
a part in murdering my daugh- 
ter”, be said. Libya did not trust 
the jury system and UN in- 
spector caDed in to examine the 
Scottish judicial system in De- 
cember had expressed “very 
severe reservations” about it. Dr 


Swire said, adding: They sajd 
the Scottish judiciary depends 
on the jurors entering *e jmy 

box with no preconceived ideas 

or knowledge of the case they 

are to try." - . 

He did not think it possible 
to find- a jury without “many 
preconceived notions ^° u 

the disaster. “We want truth ^ 

justice,” he told BBC Radio 4 s 
The World, at One programme. 

“It isn’t just about the ques- 
tion of who killed our !o*d ones 
but also why they weren’t pre- 


vented from doing it 

a multitude of unentered 
about the perf° r 


a mulutuae w — " - 

questions about the period 

^ of British aviation sew 

rit y and intelligence which 


and intelligence which 
remain unanswered- 

Re^ndingwtterulm^ 
RjreSsecretaiy, Rotnn Cook, 
said: “This is neither a 

nor a defeat The court has de- 
cided that it wishes 

ertheseormplextssuesinmore 

detail at a fall hearing- Mean- 

wbfle, the Resolutions of the 
United Nations Security Coun- 


wbo supports the calls fora m- 

TL a neutral country, ato 
bailed the ruling, 

an r , Ho^o £ s^ 

and American 

agree with the judgesthau^ 

Should be held in a tbnri 

rev, oreferabtyflie Netherlawb- 


Winter bows 
out with a 


/a-* - ” 


cold snap 


By Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 


AN UNUSUALLY mild winter 
officially ends today with freez- 
ing gales, a nasty cold snap and 
a real threat of snow in the north 
as Spring, and March, arrive. 

Gales blasted cold air into 
Scotland and northern England 
yesterday, blowing over lorries 
and killing one driver on the A1 
near Morpeth, Northumberland. 
"Bra dozen pupils in West Leeds 
High School suffered minor in- 
juries after the roof was blown 
off their classrooms. 

Al nearby Leeds Bradford 
airport a 35-seat passenger air- 
craft was blown right off the run- 
way by a violent crosswind 
during its take-off run. The 
British Midland Saab 340 
bounced across the grass and 
ended up more than 100 yards 
from the concrete, facing in the 
wrong direction. None of the 15 
passengers and three crew, 
bound for Glasgow, were hurt. 

The Meteorological Office 
counts winter as December, 
January and February. With 
one day of data collection re- 
maining, the average tempera- 
ture for the past three months 
was 6C, nearly 2C above the 
long-term winter average. It 


looked, set to be the wannest 
since the winter of 1989/90, 
and one of the ten hottest in 
more than 300 years. 

February has been balmier 
still; fully 3.5C above the long- 
term average for the month. 
Weathermen said it looked like- 
ly to be as warm as February 
1990, which was itself the mildest 
since the same month in 1869. 

The past month has also 
been unusually dry in England 
and Whies, with only a quarter 
of average rainfalL Water com- 
panies were hoping the drought 
was over following a wet No- 
vember, December and January; 
now they are pinning their hopes 
on a return to average rainfall 
during the next two months. 

Anglian Water has ann- 
ounced that it is setting up the 
first desalination plant on main- 
land Britain next week. The 
small research plant will begin 
taking in seawater at Felixstowe, 
converting it into 40 cubic me- 
tres of freshwater a day. But be- 
cause this is only a three-month 
trial of membrane technology, 
this freshwater will be poured 
back into the sea. Anglian says 
it will consider a “more per- 
manent” desalination plant for 
the area if the pilot project 
proves successful. 



Han shot 
dead had 
replica 


weapon 


... -r 






Sweet something; Anneka, aged one, samples one of Felix Gonzalez-Torres's ‘candy spills’, to be auctioned by Christie’s Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


A GUN being brandished by a 
burglar who was shot when he 

pointed the weapon at a police l i 

marksman was a replica, it^ 
emerged yesterday. . . * ' 

The man, believed to be m . . 
his 30s, was seen on Thursday : 
hanging out of a first-floor win- 
dow in a block of flats -in 
Clarendon Street, Bedford;; 
shouting threats at police and"--. - 
miring aim with whaL turned out , 
to be a replica Colt .45 auto- f _ 
matic pistol. He died of a sin- . ; 
gje gunshot wound to his chest. 

Bedfordshire Police said the \ 
ir iprkCTpan who shot the man — • . 
and who had more than five ' 
years’ experience in the 
firearms squad - was taken off 
firearms duty after the incident, 
but was not suspended. 

Bedfordshire assistant chief 
constable Anthony Howlett- 
Bolton said: “We regret this has 
happened but we must warn 
people that replica firearms 
have to be treated as real. [The] 
incident is a sad reflection of 
what can happen.” 

A police spokesman said it 
was the first time in more than 
20 years that a Bedfordshire 
firearms officer had opened 
fire during an incident An in- 
vestigation- said to be standard 
procedure - is under way. 
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BOOK NOW FOR £98 BFFORF YOU MISS THt BOAT. 


Book. and pay before 3.1st March for our best offer of 1998. Just £9S buys a return ticker 
for travel at any time during 1998 (price includes car. driver and up to 8 passengers). 
Whether irs winter sports* an Easter break, or a relaxing 2 week summer holiday, go with 
P&O European Ferries between Dover and Calais and save up to £122 on our peak 
standard brochure fares. Fancy a short break? Our 5 day return fare is only £50. a mere 
drop in die ocean. Give us a call now on 0990 980 980, from 07.30-22.30. 7 days a week. 
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recent graduate? 
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Wallis’s aide 
sa/s sale was 
‘spiritual rape’ 


By John Lichfield 

in Fans 




We’re trying to 
impress you, so here are 
some big numbers* 


INVESTMENT INTEREST RATES from I March 


St Petersburg burial for Tsar 


THE Russian government rec- 
ommended yesterday that the 
remains of Russia's last Tsar, 
Nicholas Ii and his fiunilv should 
finally be buried on 17 Jtfivin the 
church of St Peter-Paul in St 
I Petersburg, the Iasi resting place 
of then- imperial ancestors, writes 
Helen Womack in Moscow. 

President Boris Yeltsin will 


have the final say. but experts 
think it unlikely he will overrule 
his cabinet, which made the de- 
cision after a three-hour long 
meeting - a move that will dis- 
appoint Eduard Rosset eover- 
nor of Yekaterinburg, where the 
Tsar and bis family were exe- 
cuted in 191S. who had wanted 
them to be buried in his city. 


THE sale of the personal pos- 
sessions of the Duke and 
Duchess of Windsor amounted 
to “physical, mental and spiri- 
ted rape” the Duchess's long- 
time private secretary said 
yesterday. 

Janine Metz accused Mo- 
hamed A1 Fayed, who oiganised 
the S20m (£12.5m) sale at 
Sotheby’s in New York, of 
reneging on repeated promises 
to turn the Windsors' former 
Pans home into a museum 
I She said the French state 
should have stepped in to pre- 
vent the collection of the Wind- 
■ sors’ most personal possessions 
and memorabilia from leaving 
France. “I counted on Mo- 
ham ed A1 Fayed’s assurances 
that he would preserve the 
Windsor residence as a shrine, 
a place consecrated to the i 
memory of the Duke and 
Duchess.” she told the news- i 
paper Lc Figaro. “All at once, 1 
that's out of the question: every- s 
thing, from the most royal ob- a 
ject to the most intimate, was v 
going on to the sales block.” a 
Ms Metz said Mr Fayed had t< 



Duchess of Windsor: Sale 
of her personal effects 


no “moral right” to sell the ob- 
jects in this way. even for char- 
ity. 

She bad anended the sale to 
try to buy a portrait of the for- 
mer king which the Duchess had 
especially liked. 

But she said the occasion, 
packed with “nosy people who 
knew nothing about the Wind- 
sors”, was a “physical, mental 
and spiritual rape". She said she 
was “paralysed with emotion” 
and made no bid for the pho- 
tograph. which went for 


SI 3,000. “How could the 
French state allow the disper- 
sal of what should have re- 
mained under the protection of 
a museum? Did no one care 
that this was the residence of a 
former king?” 

Mr Fhyed acquired the lease 
of the Windors' former villa in 
the Bois de Boulogne from the 
City of Paris in 19S6. He said 
originally that he intended to 
turn the home into a museum. 

He bought many other items 
from the Pasteur Institute, to 
which the Duchess left the bulk 
of her possessions when she 
died. 

The millionaire owner of 
Harrods, the Ritz hotel in Paris 
and Fulham Football Club now 
plans to turn the Windsor villa 
into a private home. 

The proceeds of the New’ 
York sale will go, he says, to cre- 
ate a Fayed foundation, which 
will perform charitable works in 
the name of his son, Dodi, and 
Diana, Princess of Wales. 

The couple visited the Wind- 
sor villa the day before their fa- 
tal car accident in Paris six 
months ago: there has been 
speculation that they intended 
to get married and live there. 
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•PREMIUM PLUS 
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find new customers in unexpecte 


exam 


IBM has helped one of the world’s largest airlines to 
link their established reservations and ticketing 
systems to the Web -allowing them to sell tickets over 
the Net. The processing cost of a conventional airline 
ticket is around £5- an e-ticket only costs about 62p. 


Chelsea Football Club has launched its online MegaStore, built 
and hosted by IBM Global Services. Supporters worldwide can 
purchase official merchandise and gather up-to-the-minute 
• information on match results and players. The site gets an 
average 350,000 hits a day- thafs a staggering four per second. 


' You can use a Web site to talk about your company, 
to display products, to whet the customer’s appetite. 

What if you used it to sell something? 

IBM is helping thousands of businesses to turn their 
Web site into a veritable market place. And making it a safe 
place for customers to buy. In short, making e-commerce work. 

Whatever business you're in, IBM can provide advice, 
hands on technical know-how, in fact whatever it takes to 
turn your Web site into a dynamic sales channel. 

With decades of experience, IBM is uniquely qualified 
to link all your vital business processes, via Internet 
technology, to your Web site: bringing together inventory, 
billing, shipping, warehousing, the works. 

Transforming your company into an e-business. An 
electronic business. 

Search: www.ibm.com/e-business 

For e-business case studies, facts and solutions relevant 
to e-commerce in your business, visit our Web site. Or call 
0800 675 675 (Quoting IE2). Were expecting you. 
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Pupils plunge ‘town of the free* into race war 


By Mary Braid 

in Vryburg 

TOEV ^arrived i 0 pick-u Ps 

armed wrthsjajuboks and guns! 

MO white paten* imen f " s n 
reaching black pun[k a .,A° n 
at the former whites-ooiv. V™ 
burg high schooL ^ 

Half a dozen young men - 

52 n° f the ^an, 

^ rJ 0rmed U " 

tm ° l ^ e backwaters of nonh- 
west province, stomping ground 


*!. # 


I 


} ■#* 


a< 'es. 


m f ,he wblle supremacist AWB 
movement. “The while mcn 
sjamboked every black they 
saw. said one black teenager lat- 
er. Some childrcD were so bad- 
ly bra ten they were hospitalised. 

The assaults came on Tiies- 
afU;r Viyburg's head 
l ^*er. and two members of the 
white-dominated school board, 
were allegedly taken hostage by 
nve black pupils who had been 
suspended from school. 

Four days of rioting and 
petrol-bombing in Vryburg 


town centre and Huhudi, its ad- 
joining black, township, fol- 
lowed. Yesterday the streets 
were still being patrolled by sol- 
diers and policemen, drafted in 
after Hoffman Gal eng, Viy- 
burg's first black mayor, accused 
local police of participating in 
the assaults. 

Some of the new South 
Africa's most vicious power strug- 
gles arc taking place in the sticks, 
where the sjambok-wielding 
white baas was once king and 
blacks are now hammering on the 


bans’s castle doors. In Viyberg- 
“lown of the free” - there is no 
whiff of the “Rainbow nation”. 

It is two years since the high 
school was forced by law to ad- 
mit black pupils. At break-times 
blacks and whites still sit at op- 
posite ends of the playground. 
“We do not mix," said the head 
boy, Brendan Gous, 18. "We 
don't want to mix with them and 
they don't want to mix with us.” 

He said the school reflects 
the wider community. “On the 
streets [of Viybiirg] you never 


see a white walking with a 
black. Black pupils have been 
sent here to disrupt,” be said. 

He will not say who sent 
them, but parents and teachers 
dearly believe Mayor Galeng- 
“a racist who hates all whites”, 
according to one parent leader 
- is puppet master. 

The head girl, Martelie 
Schoeman, 17, also has no 
desire to mix with blacks. She 
said Tuesday's gathering was “a 
statement” 'after mouths of dis- 
ruption by black children 


demanding exemption from 
recent school fee increases. 
"This is our school and they 
want to make it a black school,” 
she said. Like many of friends 

she has no sympathy with com- 
plaints about fees. 

Apartheid is not confined to 
the playground. Black and 
white pupils are taught sepa- 
rately. Viyburg is determined to 
hold on to its Af rikan er identi- 
ty and the black pupils, now a 
seventh of the 700-strong 
school roll, refuse to be taught 


in Afrikaans. They insist on 
English-medium lessons. 

Five black teachers have 
been employed for English 
classes, but they cannot cover all 
subjects. That the black children 
Hires out on science is the sor- 
est point, as the old apartheid 

regime kept them out of the lab 

on the grounds they that were 
destined to be labourers. 

Blacks are now boycotting 
the schooL 

In a break between riots and 
demonstrations, Calvin, 18, said 


the fee rises forced him to 
leave Vryburg High. “And they 
treated us badly,’' he added to 
nods from his friends. But Ray- 
mond, 19, said the fight is just 
beginning. “They have got to let 

us in, or it will be a fight to push 

them out of the schooL” 

They have the support of an 
older generation robbed of op- 
portunity. “We in Vryburg do 
not see the new South Africa,” 
said businessman Winston 


the children are angry. 


Germans see 
the joke in 
3 . Eurovision 
hopeful 


By Imre Karacs 

in Bain 

EUROVISION addicts beware. Bcvond 
the usual thousand tortures inflicted upon 
tody and soul, this year's song contest in 
Birmingham has something special in 
store, potent enough to test the pain thresh- 
old of the hardiest survivors. 

Dismayed with decades of under- 
achievement and abysmal failure, the 
Germans are about to shower unsuspect- 
ing Europeans with their brand ofwiL The 
contestant they have selected to represent 
the country in May is Gufldo Horn, the 
balding middle-aged showman who makes 
his living parodying “ Schlager ” the syrupy 
songs so beloved by the older generation, 
particularly in Bavaria. 

Horn dresses badly, sings with a hoarse 
voice and composes allegedly witty lyrics, 
such as ‘1 like Steffi” to Bee Gees num- 
bers and the folksy t unes of the Deep South 
- of Germany, that is. His supporting band 
is called “Orthopaedic Stockings". F ans 
think he is hflarious. Teeny-boppers scream 
when “Der Meister” comes on stage, and 
grannies cover their misty eyes with hand- 
kerchiefs. 

But not ail Germans are in awe of the 
singers talents. ‘’Should this man be allowed 
to represent Germany?" screamed the 
headline on the front page of Bild Zeitung. 
Other newspapers took up the theme, pur- 
suing the star into his dressing room, 
analysing the secret of bis success and run- 
ning straw poll among their readers. 

In the end, only one poll mattered This 
year’s winner was to be chosen by the great 
German public, or at least that section 
which could bear to sit through the domestic 
finals on Thursday night- The result of the 
telephone poll was unequivocal: Horn 
was crowned Germany 's new Mastersinger, 
scooping 62 per cent of ail votes. 

Horn had only one comment to make 
about the controversy surrounding him. 
“Every country gets the representative it 
deserves,” be declared in his victory 
speech. That nearly brought Lhe house 
down. 



Master stroke: Gufldo Horn celebrates after being chosen as Germany^ entrant for the Eurovision Song Contest Photograph: Reuters 


Maharajah plays 
the feudal card 
to stay in power 


By Peter Popham 

in New Defhi 


Fortress fails to save Israelis in Hizbollah danger zone 


THE 120mm mortar round which 
killed three Israeli soldiers on Thurs- 
day as they scanned the hills of South 
Lebanon from the ramparts of 
Karkum Fortress in the Israeli oc- 
cupation zone, was fired by Hizbol- 
lah guerrillas to the north, writes 
Patrick Cockburn in Jerusalem. 

I visited Karkum, Hebrew for 


“crocus”, in December and walked 
along the top of the 50ft walte of tum- 
bled stone, broken by gun positions 
and sentry posts. Soldiers stared into 
the hills looking for the Hizbollah 
squads which attacked Karkum three 
times last year. It is one of the most 
dangerous Israeli positions in South 
Lebanon because here the occupa- 


tion zone is only two and a half miles 
across. Unlike most of the front-line 
positions it is manned by Israelis and 
not by the South Lebanon anny. The 
death of the three soldiers brings to 
an end a period in which Israeli ca- 
sualties in Lebanon have been re- 
duced. Since January they had lost 
only one soldier against 19 Hizbol- 


lah claimed as dead - two yesterday. 

Demands in Israel for a with- 
drawal from Lebanon reached a peak 
last year as losses infliaed by Hizbol- 
lah escalated; 219 Israeli soldiers 
have been killed and 694 wounded 
in Lebanon since 1985. The army be- 
lieves it has succeeded in making it 
more difficult for Hizbollah to in- 


filtrate the occupation zone to lay 
ambushes or plant roadside bombs. 

But the death of three soldiers on 
the walls of Karkum, despite its ar- 
ray of modern weapons and walls 
built with all the protective zeal of 
the Middle Ages, underlines that for 
the Israeli army. South Lebanon 
remains a very dangerous place. 


“WE WILL re-elect Madhavrao 
Sdndia because he has done so 
mucb for the development of our 
city”. This view, repeated by every- 
body one meets in Gwalior like a 
mantra, strikes the newcomer as a 
sick joke. 

lbday the central Indian city of 
Gwalior goes to the polls along with 
130 other constituencies. There are 
17 candidates here, but last time Mr 
Scindia, dow general secretary of the 
Congress party, won with a majori- 
ty of 223,000, and no one doubts it 
will be another “cake walk" for the 
incumbent today. Rvo reasons are cit- 
ed: his contribution to Gwalior’s de- 
velopment; and the fact that be is the 
local Maharajah. 

In theory that should be ex-Ma- 
harajab, for princely titles were abol- 
ished at Independence- But in Gwalior 
ttere is no “ex” about it The captions 
to the portrait of the chubby, 55-year- 
old in the palace museum describe him 
as Maharajah, in full as “Shrimant 
Maharajah MadhavRao Sdndia”. In 
the city's main square, his supporters, 
who packed the place for his final cam- 
paign rally . on Thursday, hailed him 
as the good king of Gwalior. 

Yet, apart from it’s princely bits 
- the vast Italian ate palace, and the 
fort on its huge fiat escarpment 
300ft above the town - Gwalior 
seems a terrible place. From the tr- 
ishaw drivers mobbing one like 
wasps at the station to the stick-thin, 
starving beggars, from the piles of 
rubbish and excrement defacing 
patches of greenery to the douds of 
choking black smoke spewed by the 
stretch tuk-tuks that serve as taxis, 
Gwalior comes a long way down the 
list of Indian tides. 

The palace was built in the 1870s 
to the design of a British architect, 
rushed up in three years to be ready 
for inspection by the Prince of Wdes, 
and it is a great, frail wedding cake 
of a thing. Next door, in the old 
palace guesthouse, now a hotel 
European visitors enjoy the lawns 
and herbaceous borders. Nearby lie 
the flashy concrete villas of favoured 
retainers; in their shadow a tiny old 
woman in rags gathers twigs for fuel. 

But the king of Gwalior is dear- 
ly doing something right because if 
he wins today it will be the fifth time 
Gwalior has sent him to Delhi De- 
spite his pedigree, Mr Sdndia is a vet- 
eran politician. He was first elected 


in 1971 as the BJF (Hindu Nation- 
alist) candidate for the neighbour- 
ing constituency of Gun a. Not 
coincidentally, Guna is also part of 
his ancestral domain, and is now rep- 
resented for the BJP by his mother, 
Vijaya Scindia. 

In 1985, he had a falling out with 
the BJP, joined Congress, came to 
Gwalior and soundly thrashed Alai 
Vajpayee, now the Hindu National- 
ist candidate for Prime Minister. In 
1991, he had an argument with the 
Congress prim e minis ter and left the 
party, and in 1996, standing in 
Gwalior as an independent, he was 
again returned with an imposing mar 
jority. Now he is back in the party and 
standing as the official candidate. 

Dynasty and pedigree have some- 
thing to do with this run of success 
but not everything. “The feudal 
background is an advantage,” he ad- 
mitted. “But it’s not enough in itself. 
A lot of ruling families have not suc- 
ceeded. You have to use the good will 
as a platform.” 

Mr Scindia's contribution to 
Gwalior's development is not at 
first obvious, but roaming further 
afield it is apparent. During the Con- 
gress years in power he held a series 
of ministerial posts which he turned 
to Gwalior’s benefit “When be was 
railway minister,” says his friend, fel- 
low Congress MP and former foreign 
minister Nataar Singh, “he ensured 
every new railway line had to pass 
through Gwalior.” 

Later, as Minister of Tourism, he 
gave Gwalior an airport, and built the 
spanking new Indian Institute of 
Tourism Management on the city’s 
fringe. As Minister of Human Re- 
source Development he endowed the 
city with the mysteriously named In- 
stitute of Health Management and 
Communities. He has also induced 
numerous companies to built facto- 
ries on the city’s outskirts. 

This is pork barrel politics pure 
and simple, but it goes down a 
stonn. Mr Scindia’s braid of old fash- 
ioned paternalism is most attractive. 
Every morning he holds an audience 
at his palace where all may come to 
tell him their woes. Why, then, can 
he apparently do nothing about the 
dreadful condition of the place? 

“This is an Indian city,” he told 
me. “You have to accept that de- 
velopment m tadia moves slowly be- 
cause it is a democracy ” The 
implication is obvious: if he really was 
king of Gwalior, things would be 
transformed overni gh t. 
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14/CREATION OF THE EURO 



First eleven pass the single-currency test 


EMU entry 


By Katherine Butler 

in Brussels 


EUROPE'S single-currency 
project passed a milestone yes- 
terday as 1 1 of the 12 countries 
seeking to join in 1999 un- 
veiled statistical proof that they 
qualify. 

Single-currency champions 
were able to brush aside un- 
certainty, and declare the way 
was clear for the inauguration 
of an 11-countiy euro-zone 


next January. Months of belt- 
tightening and creative ac- 
counting appear to have paid off 
as the EMU endgame moves 
into focus. 

The three big players, 
France, Germany and debt- 
strapped Italy, said they and 
eight other hopefuls had 
scraped through the key entry 
criterion set by the Maastricht . 
Treaty, which is to have a pub- 
lic deficit no greater than 
3 per cent of GDP. 

Only Greece -by its own ad- 
mission - failed to get its pub- 
lic finances in shape, leaving It 


on the sidelines with Britain, 
Sweden and Denmark, winch 
have all ruled themselves out of 
the first wave. 

Britain is one of only four 
countries comfortably to meet 
the Maastricht conditions on 
borrowing and debt in the 
strictest sense. 

Assessment of the econom- 
ic results for 1997, the year on 
which countries are being 
'judged, rests with European 
Commission s tatis ti cians. They 
will vet national submissions in 
time for a final selection by EU 
leaders on 2 May. 


But, despite suspicions 
about statistical fudging, few ex- 
pect Brussels to quibble with the 
reports banded in yesterday. 
These show that 1 1 states have 
brought borrowing down to the 
point where it is at or betow the 
3 per cent of GDP limit. 

Public-deficit figures in Ger- 
many and Italy were better 
than expected at 2.7 per cent. 
France had the narrowest es- 
cape, weighing in at the 3.0 per 
cent of GDP limit. 

Indebtedness remains a 
cause for concern, with only four 
of the 11 meeting the target. 


Italy and Belgium have debt lev- 
els twice as high as the Maas- 
tricht limit of 60 per cent of 
GDP. 

But the treaty architects in- 
cluded scope to admit entry to 
the euro-zone if a country's debt 
is falling satisfactorily. 

Germany registered a debt 
just above the target but Bonn 
pleads special circumstances 
arising out of unification. 

Ultimately the decision oh 
who joins is a political one and 
most political leaders now seem 
satisfied to go with the launch 
of a widely based euro rather 


than one founded an a core of 
’ the strongest economies. 

Doubts about the sustain- 
ability of the economic disci- 
pline which has been 
achieved, particularly in Italy, 
will fuel speculation that ster- 
ling could rise even higher in 
value if investors view the 
euro as weak. 

Britain is in theory keeping 
its options open but as the 
launch nears, pressure on the 
Government from big business 
will intensify. 

A big obstacle for the UK is 
the requirement to join a re- 


vamped xauici^-*- 

anism, or to at least make sure 

sterling shadows the euro, for 
a period of two years before it 
canjoin. 

In the capitals there was 
quiet satisfaction rather than a 
rush to pop champagne corks, 
reflecting the scale of the strug- 
gle ahead- . 

Welfare cuts and social un- 
rest have accompanied the dri- 
ve to shrink public borrowing m 
France and Germany, and more 
can be expected, with unem- 
ployment at record levels and 
rising. 


HOW THEY MET 


1997 

r^astHchtW^ -cDr 
Deficfcnocw exceed 
Germany -2^ 

France -3.0% 

[jafy -2.7%; 

Belgium -2.1% 

Spain -26% 

Portugal -2-45% 

Netherlands -li% 

Ireland +0.9% 

Luxembourg + l-’ : 

Austria -2-5% 

Finland -0.9% 


Political will 
triumphs over 
arithmetic 


Analysis 


By Rupert Cornwell 

THE figures unwrapped by as- 
piring members of the Euro- 
pean Union's single currency 
may seem only dry-as-dust eco- 
nomic book-keeping. In fact, 
and just like the euro itself, they 
could not be more political. 

For almost a year now, the 
question surrounding the euro 
has been not "if" but ‘‘when’*, 
and its main requirement that 
enough counties meet the qual- 
ifying Maastricht criteria to 
make the venture worthwhile. 

That 1 1 countries are now 
willing and able to embark on the 
most ambitious venture since the 
1 957 Treaty of Rome is not a sur- 
prise. What is remarkable is 
that, given the political capital at 
stake, the book-keeping has 
been relatively honest. 

There has, of course, been 
some sleight of hand. It remains 
mysterious quite how Italy, 
which for years regularly ran 
double-digit budget deficits, 
conveniently slashed last year’s 
to a mere 2.7 per cent of Gross 
Domestic Product, well inside 
the 3 per cent Maastricht guide- 
line. There is also the matter of 
Rome's public debt, 121.6 per 
cent of GDP and more than 
double the Maastricht ceiling of 
60 per cent. But we are told, it 
is moving in the right direction 
(unlike Germany's rather less 
sinful 613 per cent which is in 
fact increasing). 

But a euro without Ger- 
many is inconceivable. And for 
Italy, a founder member of the 
EU for whom participation in 
the euro is proof it belongs in 
the Premier League of Euro- 
pean nations, missing the single 
currency launch would have 
been a terrible blow to the 
country's pride and self-respect. 

Hence the challenge laid 
down yesterday by Romano 
Prodi, the Italian Prime Minis- 
ter. In economic terms. Italy had 
met the spirit and the letter of 
the requirements. Mr Prodj 
said. Therefore any objections 
would have to be on political 
grounds. To which the EU Eco- 


nomic Affairs Commissioner, 
Yves-Thibault de Silguy, 
reptied:“Don’t worry.” The 
final decision would be taken 
on economic grounds. It would 
not be “discriminatory." 

A few hurdles remain. On 25 
March, the European Com- 
mission will issue its recom- 
mendations, and two days later 
the Bundesbank, which has tak- 
en a jaundiced view of a “broad” 
and potentially softer Euro in- 
cluding Italy and Spain, will pre- 
sent its report on the matter. 

This is the Last real bump in 
the single currency's path, 
though probably not a big 
enough one to throw the pro- 
ject off course. The formal 
selection of participants will 
be made by EU finance minis- 
ters at the start of May. 

But no one doubts the Euro 
will start on schedule in Janu- 
ary 1999. or that it will, have 1 ] 
members. The fighting hence- 
forth will be over the details; in 
particular who will be President 
of the new European Centra] 
Bank, and the degree of polit- 
ical control over the ECB. 

For the smooth run-up to the 
launch. Europe must offer spe- 
cial thanks to the business cy- 
cle. Inflation around the 
industrial world is minimal. At 
just the right moment, Germany 
and France, the two biggest 
economies, are gathering speed. 
Their expected growth of 23 to 
3 per cent in 1998 will under- 
pin EU expansion, helping to lilt 
government revenues and 
reduce deficits everywhere. 

The biggest risk to the euro 
now is a sudden slowdown that 
would see the weaker 
economies under intense pres- 
sures to take Maastricht-busting 
national measures to rekindle 
growth. Such a recession is 
unlikely, but not impossible. 

For the “outs” and the “pre- 
ins” - Britain above all, but also 
Denmark, Sweden, and Greece 
inside the Union, and Switzer- 
land and Norway who are not in 
the EU -the coining of the euro 
will further reduce the scope for 
independent economic man- 
agement. Yesterday’s figures 
banished what tiny doubts there 
were that come it will. 



Translators’ business 

is booming in 

the Babel of Brussels 


The explainers 


By Steve Crawsfiaw 

in Brussels 


Economic virtue: Chancellor Helmut Kohl in front of a banner of Catholic pilgrims in Bonn yesterday. He was meeting 
65 pilgrims travelling from Eichstaett in eastern Germany to Cologne Photograph: Amd Wiegmann/Reuters 


THE documents are displayed 
on the wall like a discreet ver- 
sion of a Dulux colour chart. If 
you want to know about the lat- 
est Euro-decisions, you must 
only choose your shade. Light 
blue, sea-blue and navy blue will 
give you French, Finnish and 
Greek respectively. Or there is 
a pink, two yellows, an orange, 
pillar-box and burgundy, and 
two greens. Pick your colour, 
take your choice. 

In Brussels, translation is a 
booming business. At the Euro- 
pean Commission, a million 
pages a year are translated into 
1 1 languages at the cost of a quar- 
ter of a billion pounds. At the Eu- 
ropean Parliament, translation 
and interpreting already eats up 
one-third of the entire budget, 
translating from Svenska to Por- 
tuguese to Suomi to EUenika. 

That is only the beginning. 
The II languages of the exist- 
ing Union are set to expand with 
the addition of five east Euro- 
pean countries in a few years' 
time. Ail of which makes life 
both complicated and expen- 
sive, at a time when streamlin- 
ing is tterigueur. 

In some respects, life would 
be simpler if just a small num- 
ber of languages were used - 
French and English, for exam- 
ple. The Germans don’t mind 
which languages are used - “as 
long as German is included”. 
And so it goes on: nobody 
wants to feel they are a linguistic 


add-on. Language equals na- 
tional dignity and national dig- 
nity has no price. Officials 
sometimes complain they can- 
not understand what Is going on 
if the full complement ot in- 
terpreters is not provided: more 
often than not, the complaint 
about understanding nothing is 
made in immaculate French or 
English. 

The paradox of the expensive 
interpreting services is that 
m an y officials in Brussels are 
multilingual to a fault- For those 
who need translation, however, 
the problem is more acute. Al- 
ready. there is an unsurprising 
lack of interpreters for such 
combinations as Finnish-For- 
tuguese. When Estonia. Hun- 
“gary and Slovenia are added to 
the brew, things get more aim- 
plicated still. Each session need 
dozens of interpreters id cope 
with every possible combination. 

Gridlock approaches. One 
way ouL which is being tenta- 
tively explored, is to use “pivot” 
languages as a reference point 
- a kind of linguistic Clapham 
Junction. Thus, a Swedish 
speaker can be translated into 
English, and from there into 
Greek. One disadvantage is 
that the listeners are out of sync. 
“Already; the Greeks laugh last 
at the jokes. The Estonians will 
be laughing two davs later.” said 
one diplomat. 

For many, language is the 
crux of national identity, which 
makes the cumbersome system 
difficult to change. Bui the 
Euro-Du lux chart can hardly 
expand forever. One diplomat 
acknowledged: “Its becoming 
a real tower of Babel.” 


Magician of Bonn wins applause for balancing books trick 


Kohl’s victory 


By Imre Karacs in Bonn 


WITH a little tuck here, and a 
sleight of-band there. Germany 
conjured up a respectable bud- 
get deficit yesterday, scattering 
doubts about its ability to 
launch monetary union on time. 

According to the long-await- 
ed final figures published yes- 


terday. Germany’s budget 
deficit stood last year at 2.7 per 
cent of GDP undeT the Euro- 
pean Union's accounting rules, 
or 2.S per cent under German 
practice. Both figures are com- 
fortably inside the confines im- 
posed by the Maastricht Treaty. 

“This is an impressive con- 
firmation of the policies of the 
government and particularly Fi- 
nance Minister Theo WaigcL" 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl said “I 


am certain the euro mil come on 
time as agreed on 1 January 
1999. And it will be a stable cur- 
rency, just as we have been ac- 
customed to for nearly 50 years 
with the [German] mark.” 

Relief was visible on the 
beaming face of the Finance 
Minister as he presented his flat- 
tering statistics, seizing the op- 
portunity to attack “doubters 
and malicious critics'". The lat- 
ter might have included the 


gnomes of the Bundesbank, 
who at one point refused to al- 
low Mr W&igelto walk away with 
their hoard The attempted gold 
robbery was the most desperate 
of ploys he devised to fatten up 
the books. He lost that battle, 
and also fai/ed to shuffle rev- 
enues from privatisations into 
the right page of the books. 

Ultimately, it is (he swinge- 
ing cuts imposed by the gov- 
ernment that saved the dav. 


Despite an export-fuelled 
boom, income from taxes grew 
little last year. At the last 
minute, the government slashed 
expenditure, trimming public in- 
vestments by M per cent. That 
desperate action, representing 
0.4 per cent of GDP. might be 
construed by evil longues as the 
kind of “one-off measure" 
specifically forbidden in the 
Maastricht Treaty. 

But given the trickery of 


some other prospective monbi 
of Emu it would be a small qui 
ble. The other European slat 
will happily turn a blind eye 
Germany’s failure to fulfil the c 
terion on cumulative publ 
debt In 1997, thisstn«idat6I 
per cent of GDP. a whisk 
above the Maastricht limit. 

While economists grumbh 
about the quality ol'bo. -k-kee 
ing. opposition poliiieia. 
acclaimed the statistic,. 
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15/FEATURES 


Double 

vision 


There are more twins being bom than 
ever. But defining their individuality is still 
a problem for many. Jack O’Sullivan finds 
out how artistic expression can help 


THIRTEEN thousand miles 
might seem far enough to let 
you escape an identical twin. 
Yet, if you are an artisL, even 
vast oceans may not release you 
from an obsession with your 
mirror image. So. although 
sculptor Vanessa Pooley has 
been separated for years from 
her aster Veronica (living in 
Australia), their relationship 
dominates her work. 

“I create female, stocky im- 
ages, rather like Matisse’s 
style,” says Vanessa, now aged 
39. The reason? “1 always have 
my twin in my mind. She has 
been two stone lighter than me 
for a long time. I’m sure that she, 
is happy to be thinn er than me 
and 1 would like to be thinn er. 
You have a sense of triumph 
when your twin is bigger than 
you because it means that you 
are thin . But I also think that 
it’s wrong for me to be losing 
weight Veronica is definitely 
too thin - she is only seven 
stone. So 1 think it is better to 
sculpt what I feel, rather than 
became neurotic. 1 want to say 
that these ample female forms 
are fine. But my sister is dif- 
ferent She doesn’t externalise 
things like this. In a sense she 
sculpts her own body.” 

Vanessa Pooley is one of 
more than 90 artists who have 
contributed works to 7iroi Im- 
ages n, an exhibition this week 
at The Fine Art Society in New 
Bond St, London. The sale is in 
support of the Multiple Births 
Foundation, a medically-based 
support organisation for fami- 
lies and professionals which is 
celebrating its 10th anniversary. 

Than births are rising fast - 
up from 7,654 in 1985 to 9,726 
in 1996 -partly because the in- 
creasing use of ovulation-in- 
ducing fertility drags or IVF 
treatment often lead to multi- 
ple births. The fact that many 
couples are older when they 
conceive also makes them more 
likely to produce twins. 

The closeness of twins eserts 
an endless fascination. Ws thrive 
on tales of uncanny comadeixs, 
of one twin experiencing pain 
while her sister is in childbirth 


and ihe like. But sometimes their 
relationship can become suffo- 
cating and destructive. 

“1 have not enjoyed being a 
twin," says Vanessa. “You nev- 
er have your own identity." 
Not surprisingly, the image she 
has exhibited is of a single 
woman, a statement of the in- 
dividualism she has struggled to 
carve out for herself. 

Amrit and Rabin dra Singh, 
also identical sisters, have an 
equally obsessive history. Butin 
their case, they behave, not as 
antipodean opposites, but as 
though they are-a-single artist 
“We often work on the same 
piece together and you can't tell 
who did what" says Amrit 32. 
“Vfe have a habit of dressing the 
same, we always exhibit togeth- 
er and we make a point of not 
putting nam e labels underneath 
our work. We understand who 
did the works, but people often 
think there is only one of us. 

"We are criticised fordoing 
the same pieces. But we are ex- 
pressing ourselves. We pro- 
duce what we produce because 
of who we are. People cannot 
comprehend the closeness of 
twins. Similarity does not mean 
the same." 

Other people’s perceptions 
are often a big problem for 
twins. According to the Multi- 
ple Births Foundation, the most 
important thing is that each twin 
is an individual and should be 
treated as such, with his or her 
own identity. Giving twins sim- 
ilar names doesn’t help, because 
people get confused. Girl twins 
in particular tend to be treat- 
ed as the halves of one whole 
and are often dressed identi- 
cally. In adolescence, problems 
can arise because children of- 
ten straggle to establish their 
identity and as well as breaking 
away from tbeir parents, they try 
to separate from each other. 

The kinship and the sepa- 
rateness of twins became ap- 
parent to Colin CafcD in the few 
short years he shared with his 
twin boys. He lost his six-year- 
old identical sons, Nicholas 
and Daniel, when they were 
murdered, along with their 



Rabindra Singh'S Our Father (above), which shows how female twins are often dressed in the same way by their 
parents. Colin Caffe! Fs Yin Vang (below left) and Kathy Ramsay Carres f ore, you is 


mother and grandparents, in a 
notorious mass killing at their 
Essex home in 2985. Their un- 
cle, Jeremy Bamber, was even- 
tually convicted of the murder. 

The toss of his sons led Mr 
CaflbD to scutot for the first time. 
“The twins brought me face to 
face with polarities,” he recalls. 
“They were identical yet they 
had opposite characters. One 
was more feminine, one was 
more masculine, one more car- 
ing, the c^her more self-centred. 
I could see these opposites that 
I had played a part in creating. 
So when I tost my children 1 had 
to face these opposites inside 
myself, the twins inride me." 

The piece be has con- 
tributed to the exhibition is 
called Ying Yang. It is of a dou- 
ble foetus, one child upside 
down with its bead ready to be 
bora, the other facing the op- 
posite way around. “One is 
keen to enter the worid, the oth- 
er is saying, ‘let’s stay here” 1 , 
says CaffelL “We all feel these 
opposites. When one accepts 
them, one begins to give birth 



to oneself. Tb me the image of 
the two babies almost ready to 
be born represents my sense of 
coming out of the bereave- 
ment journey. We can be good 
and had, light and dark, that's 
what the Thoist principle of ying 
and yang expresses." 

Kathy Ramsay Carr is an- 
other artist driven by bereave- 
ment to follow her calling. Her 
family has four generations of 
twins. But the dynamic in the 


artist’s creative life has been the 
death of her own twin brother, 
James, who drowned when they 
were eight 

T didn't begin working as a 
painter until my thirties, when 
I tad my own twins and I be- 
gan to feel better about my own 
toss. I fdt I could communicate 
with him through an. I feel his 
strength has come through my 
hand and gives me comfort. 

Kathy Ramsay Carr’s pre- 


occupation with her brother’s 
death is echoed repeatedly in 
a book also published this 
week. The Lone Tirol, by Joan 
Woodward, (Free Association 
Books) explores the bereave- 
ment not only of twins who lost 
them womb partners later in life. 
There is also testimony of those 
who lost them at birth. Cynthia 
Whelan, for example, talks 
about feeling weighed down 
through her life with grief for 
her brother. She explains: “By 
being able to say how much I 
miss him, to express my anger 
at being left alone here in this 
world to fend for myself is lib- 
erating.” Decades after the 
death, she acted out a burial far 
her twin. “I felt many emotions 
doing this - fear, sadness, 
grief," -she recalls. “And yet 
there was a sense of completion, 
of a coming together for me 
which felt very profound.” 
■5t Thomas’s Hospital in cen- 
tral London has a Twin Hotline, 
seeking twins to help in research 
projects. The number is 0990 
770099. 


3 day Spanish siesta from £179 
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Fame, not faith, 
can make the 
best godparents 

FORGET the dictionary definition of godparent as 
•^dkious trainer". If the prospective oneisfamouj* 
weJSainected or royal, old-fashioned concepts of 
integrity and spiritual guidance go right out of the 
window. A famous godparent, or even a godpar- 


ent 


SUCUUY CVWJ r . . 

We were reminded yesterday of just .»ow im- 
portant the social standing of godparents w i when 
Swas revealed that Princess Diana bed 17 god- 
children, and that they would benefit fin m tuswilL 
The late princess may well have been asked to 
appear beside the christening font because of her 
spiritual values, but the cachet of having the most 
famous woman in the world as a kindly benefac- 
tor for your child would have been substantial 
Picking famous godparents is like a subtle form 
of name-dropping. I know of people whose god- 
parently roster for their children includes the de- 
signer Paul Smith and the actress Anna Massey. 

' An example is a friend of mine, who happens 

id be married to a rate well-known designer. *Tve 
been asked to be godmother to someone’s daugh- 
ter. 1 know it's only because of my husband,” she 
fumed. “The mother thinks this means her daugh- 
ter will get artistic presents and career introduc- 
tions at every opportunity. I’ve reluctantly agreed, 
but Tm damned if my husband is going to have 
anything to do with it.” 

In some circles, godparentmg is now a sort of 
social sk£D worth boasting about. “Oh God, my 
friends just collect godchildren like little trophies.” 
says society animal painter Delia Man, whom Toiler 
has “Britain’s foremost dog artist”. “I 

know one woman who goes around saying t hin gs 
like ‘Lucky me. I've got 201* It’s just ghastly- It’s a 
sort of social thing , you see. Lets people know how 
popular they are And people take on far too many. 
Not that Ms Marr, whose clients indude the pets 

ROSIE MILLARD 


of Roger Vadim and Anouska Hempel, was her- 
self above reaching for social grandeur when her 
own daughter’s baptism came around. “It was hope- 
less. We a sired a Goman countess to be our daugh- 
ter Emily’s godmother. She gave Emily a 
marvellous christening dress, and since then, 
nothing. Dead loss. I always say no. if asked my- 
self. I don’t want to be a godparent. It’s enough 
work being a real parent It’s a pain and it has lost 
all its proper meaning. It’s become a Christmas 
and birthday present thing. And you can't just hand 
out fivers to children these days. They expect more 
than that, at least £30. Do you know, I think I'd 
rather be a godparent to a dog than a child.” 

Godparents are a cornerstone of social structure, 
according to Drusflla Beyfas, author of Modem Man- 
ners, and herself parent to several god-offspring. “I 
can^sayrdpfckacdebrityfora godparent Rankly, 
be or she won't be the slightest bft concerned about 
your child. They’re too busy being famous. A good 
godparent must be interested in foe chDd concerned". 

According to Ms Beyfus, the vogue these days 
is to have at least four “fun" and interested god- 
parents, selected from a sort of denominational 
bran-tub, “One Greek Orthodox, one Jewish, and 
so on. At least one of them should live abroad." 

The Rev. Peter Bishop, chaplain of St Clement 
Danes in Fleet Street, who does the business at about 
30 christenings a year, says that an increasing Dum- 
ber of godparents are keen on having a canonical 
chat before the big day. “Whether they are baptised 
or not is not of great significance to me, although 
legally I know they should be. What is more im- 
portant is some sense of spiritual idealism.” 

However, even if you are morally and socially 
acceptable you still have to be prepared to muck 
along with your godchild. A famous and reason- 
ably well-off inventor might well be a good choice. 
Perfect for those exciting Christinas presents. “Oh 
God no,” says Sir dive Sinclair. “I was once asked 
and I said I can't, Tm an atheist. Actually I think 
I did have a couple, once, but I can’t say I looked 
after them. Sort of tost them, or forgot about them." 

Rosie Millard is the BBC's arts correspondent. Her 
daughter is being christened tomorrow and the 
godparents include a TT' director, and a media lawyer 
with his own plane. 
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Tte sharing a twin /dou- 
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rithin later. A binding contract dc- 
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you and your payment details to 

BartnexsTfo 'ftavel 

A . of Barcelona 

-f”3jG U* Renowned as Europe’s most ex- 

, » citing city, Barcelona is a styl- 

CltlfiS ish, architecturally stunning , 
cosmopolitan city that is the 

capital of Catalonia and a 
sapurb destination for a short 



break. Since the 1992 Olympic 
Games, Barcelona has under- 
gone a huge ■transformation 
and is a delight , to wander 
round and explore. The won- 
derful Modernist architecture 
of Gaudi and others make 


every street a visual treat and 
in addition, there are many 
more places te visit than you will 
find in any other second city. 

Madrid 

The capital and geographical 


heart of Spain, Madrid is a live- 
ly, booming city that is ideal for 
a short break. Apart from the 
excellent shopping and night 
life, Madrid’s main attraction 
is its outstanding art galleries. 
These include the Prado, the 


Reina Sofia, together they 
make one of the finest collec- 
tions in the world. The beau- 
tiful medieval cities ofTbledo, 
Avila and Segovia are all with- 
in 90 minutes of Madrid. 


Accomodation 

Barcelona 

- departures from Heathrow, Gatwick, Birmingham 
•irk Hotel Adagio from 199pp 

Well located for sightseeing, situated in a quiet street in the 
heart of the Gothic Quarter. 

iWrk Hotel Gautfi from £209pp 

Overlooking the impressive Guell Palace, in prime location 
just 50 metres from Las Rambles and Barcelona’s tempting 
shops, bars and restaurants. 

A Ar A A Hotel Almirante from £2l9pp 

Enjoying a prime city location, the Ahnirante is. well placed 
for many of Barcelona’s main sights and a short walk from the 
magnifice nt Cathedral and port. £7 supp pppn for Mon - Thu 

Madrid 

- departures from Heathrow, Gatwick, Manchester and Glasgow 

Hotel Regina from £179 pp 

Boasting an excellent position, the Retina is within easy walk- 
ing distance of the mam museums and only 100 metres from 
the lively Puerta del SoL 

★ ★★★ Hotel Riena Victoria from £229pp 

Built at the turn of the century and situated in the heart of 
Old Madrid in the Plaza Sant’ Ana, the Riena Victoria isveiy 
conveniently placed for the Prado museum and the main shop- 
ping area and dose to many of Madrid’s best restaurants. £2 
supp pppn for Mon - Thu arrivals 


gjy Icam ? (none lujmreSt^UR ^ 

AraW M mfmn i tt area n c dlBi imn are nfljcq loctarae 


A copy of ifce Lams & consflilons b available 

'M^tfS^'sboo^omdi 
m» booking form. You are required to send 
This oflfcr u nttd for a minimum of 2 fcMtt i 
F3808Jg m agfiM tor ATOLiK^m. 


prior 10 bocWAIlhook^ 

liooswtagi will be seal ■wbfe your cnasSfy 
. Uk booking firm lo ParaieistaT&mriT™^ 
stating a room. PannmlnTrwd ABTA 


r 







THE independent 
Saturday 28 February 1993 
(6 


16/ARTS 


One Company 
makes three 
a crowd... 


Synge’s 'Shadow 1 puts Yeats in the 
shade: Paul Taylor on an RSC trilogy 


Three plays in an hour and a quarter? Sounds more like 
something you’d associate with the Reduced Shakespeare 
Company than with the Royal Shakespeare Company. It's 
intensity, of course, not duration that matters where a 
theatrical experience is concerned and so, in prospect, a 
trio of powerful Irish one-acters - two by JM Synge, the 
other by WB Yeats - looked like a highly tempting propo- 
sition from the RSC But, in the event, despite many lo- 
cal pleasures, these pieces fail to work as the kind of triptych 
where the whole lends added meaning to the parts. 

A proportion of the blame lies with the staging, which 
gives rise to some dubious interpretative decisions. The 
audience sits in banks on both sides of the long central 
acting area. Director John Crowley has tried to make a 
virtue of the fact that the transitions from one play to an- 
other have to happen in full view by presenting the three 
plays in a seamless flow. So, at the end of Riders to the Sett 
- Synge’s bleak Lorca-like focus on the desolation of a fam- 
ily of women who learn that they have now lost all their 
menfolk to the waves - Stella McCusker s grim, heart-break- 
ing mother suddenly slaps the corpse of the son she has 
been Laying out with sucb ritualistic dignity the actor springs 
up and, to loud whoops and a jaunty communal dance, the 
action segues into the mischievous black comedy of the 
same author's The Shadow of the Glen. 

You can see the reasoning behind this. Shadow begins 
with a most unorthodox wake (just an isolated woman and 
the body of her elderly unloving husband, who is only pre- 
tending to be dead to test her fidelity). So why not mod- 
ulate into this with an abrupt gleeful wake for a playfully 
resurrected man? Well, one objection is that, for me, the ' 
effect fell like a desecration and betrayal of the tragic mood 
so austerely established in Riders. Second, the woman’s 
bitter, curmudgeonly husband (Lalor Roddy), popping into 
bed at the start and lying doggo, made a point of letting 
us see that this was a con trick, which robbed the play of 




Mairead McKinley in "Shadows’ Neil Ubbert 


the surprise element built into it by Synge. It’s rather as 
though Hennione were to rip the audience the wink that 
she wasn't really just an inert statue at the start of the great 
coraing-to-Iife scene in The Winter's Tale. 

Mairead McKinley is excellent in both plays, as the more 
intense and confrontational of the daughters in Riders and 
as the wife, driven first to pained shrewishness by her mean- 
minded spouse and then into the arms of a shy, visiting tramp 
with the poetic gift of the gab. People who enjoy the com- 
edy of current wunderkind Martin McDonagb will find here 
the wonderful genuine article he ruthlessly imitates. But 
Shadow and Riders combined prove to be a for from ideal 
preparation for the final piece, Yeats’s Purgatory - a pas- 
sionate, starkly abstract demonstration of sin recycling it- 
self through the generations. It’s a great play, lie some 
compressed, ghastly and ghostly negation of the redemp- 
tion-over-time in Shakespeare's late romances. But it 
made more of an impact when it was given as part of a re- 
cent Yeats season at the tittle Pentameters Theatre in Hamp- 
stead Here, it's in the right Company but the wrong company. 
The Other Place, RSC, Stratford. Booking: 01789 295623 


Bloomberg are sponsoring the re-opening celebrations of 
the Serpentine Gallery, Kensington Gardens, London W2 » 
Britain's most popular contemporary art gallery > 

The Gallery opens to the public on Saturday 28th February, 
admission free > For further information call 
0171 402 6075 > Hake it your business to be there. 




In search of full houses (with or without the fourth waif): Alan Ayckbourn outside the Stephen Joseph Theatre, Scarborough Photograph: John Anderson/Guzelian 


A room with a (partial) view 


Alan Ayckbourn’s latest play 
takes the lid off the sex life 
of the single girl. Another tall 
storey, says Jasper Rees, to 
add to the other fifty-one 


Alan Ayckbourn's pied-a-terre, in a swankDy con- 
verted Victorian wharf in Wapping, could be a 
set from one of his own plays. The low ceiling 
is impaled by girders thrusting through the whole 
building, there’s a small open kitchen off the 
plushly neutral sitting-room, and the Thames 
flows just under the French windows. The trio 
of failed suicides in Absurd Person Singular could 
have ended it all right here by jumping off their 
creator’s balcony. 

The brown-brick walls are lined with Evening 
Standard Drama Awards, each with a comical set 
of conical breasts. There are seven in aD, dating 
back to 1973. One stops the office door. Last month 
they were joined by a simflariy endowed Lloyds 
Playwright of the Year Award, which Ayckbourn 
won for Thing? We Do for Love. It is his 52nd play, 
premiered last year as usual in Scarborough, where 
he is approaching 30 years as artistic director of 
the Stephen Joseph Theatre. It opens this week 
in the West End, where for a while Ayckbourn’s 
plays have lacked the impact they once had. The 
omens are good. This is only the second occasion 
in 52 thar Ayckbourn has been able to put a house 
with storeys on-stage. The other was /4 Small Fam- 
ily Business, at the Ohvier Theatre, which took over 
JQm in rep 10 years ago. 

Things We Do for Love is set in three convert- 
ed flats, but only die bottom half of the top fiat 
and the top half of the bottom flat are visible- Most 
of the action takes place on the first floor, where 
Barbara, a single woman in her early 4Q&, lives an 
apparently contented life uncluttered by sex Her 
helpful downstairs neighbour, Gilbert, is a widower 
who, it turns out, is so obsessed with her that he’s 
painting a pornographic portrait on his ceiling. Into 
the itpstairs flat move Nikki, Barbara’s doting best 
friend from school, and Hamish, the latest un- 
suitable man in her life. When Barbara and Hamsh 
meet, it’s bate at first sight, but by the end of Act 


One they're in the upstairs flat, shucking off their 
dotbes and, tanlalisingjyoutof die audience’s agfrt- 
lines, making frenetic love on the bed. 

Believe it or not, die inspiration for this scene 
comes from Gint Eastwood's encounter in in the 
Line of Fire with a fellow CIA agent (female). “It's 
shot from floor level," says Ayckbourn. ‘They're 
miring off all this body armn nr and guns ahri hand- 
cuffs and all you see k this stuff showering on the 
floor until you hear, ‘Beep beep beep. .. yeah, yeah, 
well be in in 10 minutes. Oh, Christ, we gotta put 
all this on again.' It’s a wonderful sex scene and I 
thought Td love to shoot a stage play from the feet” 

Ayckbourn has written plays that make use 
of the horizontal triptych (see panel), but the 
three-tier stack is new. Ever since the theatre 
moved to bigger premises in 1995, multi-level de- 
signs have been un gainly on the Stephen Joseph’s 
in-the-round main stage. So this time he mount- 
ed it in the McCarthy, the theatre’s smaller stage. 
T was very worried it would become known as 
our. "studio’, a space where you put on plays for 
brownie points that nobody wants to see. So I 
wanted to put my money where my mouth was." 

The structural trickery stems from “a desire 
to make it more interesting”. First, though, comes 
the theme, in this case a surprisingly unfamiliar 
one for Ayckbourn and also a very modish one: 


sex and the single girl T wanted to write about 
the destructive effects of love. Barbara believes 
she has escaped the disease. She has got all the 
advantages: you sometimes see heavily married 
people look at single people with a glimmer of 
envy. It also has its negative sides: you’re in- 
credibly lonely. I also wanted to look at the way 
you can suddenly no longer be honourable. Bar- 
bara honestly believes that you don't bugger up 
your best friend’-s life. The scene where they tell 
Nikki is the nearest thing to Hansel and Gretel 
with the parents saying, ‘Wfe’re going to take you 
into the woods and dump you.'” 

The play was written, as usual in a blizzard of 
speed: three weeks fiat. When Michael Winner 
wanted to filing Chants af Disapproval, he pinned 
Ayckbourn down in this very flat and refiised to 
leave without a screenplay. “I went into the study 
and be sat here smoking cigars and I wrote the 
film script in eight hours and I gave it to him at 
the end of the day and said, ‘Now fuck off.'” 

The production line has now spewed forth play 
No 53. called Comic Potential, which will be pre- 
miered this spring- It’s set in the future in a low- 
budget TV station which makes daytime soaps 
using androids as actors. A young writer turns up 
who wants to work in an outmoded, non-PC genre 
called “comedy”. One of the female robots, who 


THE HOUSES THAT AYCKBOURN BUILT 


How the Other Half Loves (1969): cuts 
between two dinner parties that take place 
on consecutive days but at which the guests 
are the same. 

Bedroom Faroe (1975): the action takes 
place m a tr ipt y c h of bedrooms set alongside 
one another. 

The Norman Conquests (1973): a trilogy 
of plays in which the same set of events are 
seen from three different perspectives. 
Sisterly Feelings (1979): a toss of a coin 
decides which of the play's two alternative 
middle sections the audience gees to see. 
Taking Steps (1979): the action takes place 
on three floors of a house, set side by side. 


Why Upstream (1981): set on a river with, 
depending where and which night you saw it, 
a pool full of real water and real rain. 
Intimate Exchanges (1982): a play with 16 
possible endipgs. 

A Small FamSy Business (1987): a cross- 
section of an entire house stands on-stage. 
Communicating Doors (1994): the 
characters go back in time through the 
eponymous hotel bedroom doors. 

Things We Do for Love (1997): the 
action takes place in three flats set on top of 
each ocher, but only the top half of the 
bottom fiat and the bottom half of the top 
ftar are visible. 


starts corpsing at his lines, diagnoses her laugh- 
ter as a “fault”. “It’s really about the nature of 
humour," says Ayckbourn. “Are comedians side 
people? I think they have things that, if you're ac- 
tually being very strict, you’d probably get rid of 
- tiny lesions in the brain which cause us to some- 
times think, how the hell did they think of that?" 

For all bis formal originality, Ayckbourn 
doesn’t see hims elf in that category, but there 
is clearly a fecundity there that allows the ideas 
to spill out so reliably. This year he has four more 
plays to write: a 50-minute piece for the BT Nat- 
ional Connections, his biannual children's play 
for Scarborough, his next play for adults and, end- 
ing a long dissociation from the National an adap- 
tation of Ostrovsky’s The Forest for Trevor 
Nunn. “The trouble is, I'm not quite sure how 
good an adapter I am. I tend to go off in my own 
world. I think what they’re going to get is a play 
called The Wood for the Trees." 

I ask him why be hasn’t had cue of his own plays 
on at the National since /I Small Family Business. 
It certainly looks as if the now-departed Richard 
Eyre thought less highly of him than had his pre- 
decessor, Peter HalL “Richard and I met and he 
said. Td very much like you to write children's 
shows.’ And I said. ‘Sure, fine, but can I write some 
adult ones?’ I sent him two and they didn’t like 
them. One thing, I suppose, is that I said quite early 
on. T don't really want to write for the Cottesloe. 
It seems to me a very good space for younger, new- 
er dramatists, hut I work in that all my life - the 
one that really interests me is the Olivier.' " 

Things We Do for Love is an Olivier-sized play 
which, like A Small Family Business, culminates 
in an act of prolonged violence triggered by a 
brilliant bit of oomic business. A German director 
once phoned Ayckbourn to find out how many 
rimes the murder victim should be smashed over 
the head in A Small Family Business to make it 
unfunny. “I said, 'Oddly enough, seven.' He said. 
Really*. Ve are doing only three.’ I said, *Oh no 
that's not convincing. Seven. They laugh on one’ 
two and three: they' re giggling at four; five they’re 
beginning to think, fuck, what's going on? Six: 
oh. non thought, what a stupid question, and 
then I thought, it’s not a stupid question. It was 


my instinct when I was directing it to sav ‘Keen 
going, keep going.*" ' 


! *n°fi>rUw. fiom Toes, Gielgud Thawe, 
Shaftesbury Are, London WJ [0171-494 5065) 


A WEEK IN THE ARTS 

DAVID LISTER 
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BE XI THE KH0W 


Can shit be art? If so, then the con- 
verse is also probable. This is a le- 
gitimate matter of debate, a matter 
of scholarship, even a matter of high 
fashion, at the end of a week that saw 
the great, the good and the glitzy pay- 
ing homage to 32 cans of the sniff 
at three separate private views over 
three nights at the newly renovated 
Serpentine Gallery. 

They were the wx)rk (or waste, de- 
| pending on your viewpoint) of Piero 
Manzom, the late Italian conceptu- 
alise. He called the cans Merda 
dVvrisu, which needs no translation. 
The Serpentine, winch has just spent 
£3m of lottery money on its re- 
opening, is the gallery of which 
Princess Diana was patron, and she 
would have presided over its re- 
opening parties bad she lived. 

I watched Harz? Enfield. Rory 
Bremner, Ffion Jenkins, Zandra 
Rhodes and (lest anyone doubt the 
eclecticism of private view guest 
lists) a Danish midfielder currently 
playing for Tottenham Hotspur, all 
puzzling over a glass display case con- 
taining the said cans of excrement. 

It is easy to scoff at such things, 
though Messrs Enfield and Bremn- 
er of course, being comedians, re- 
mained sombre. But rather than 
scoff, I sought information from the 
show’s curator. Germane CeianL 


Celanl was in charge of the last 
Venice Biennale, so knows more 
than most about Merda d’artista. 

It turns out that Manzoni produced 
the work in 1961, at the height of 
Italy's post-war boom, as a signed and 
numbered edition of 90 that were 
weighed and sold for the equivalent 
of the current market rate of gold. 
Their labels describe Lhe contents as 
30 grams of artist’s excrement, “nat- 
urally preserved”. According to 
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CeianL “The cans offer a frank crit- 
icism of how works of art are turned 
into dearaHe objects of special mean- 
ing and value." They are not meant 
to be opened and their true content 
remains the object of conjecture. 

Alas, no longer. An unhappy 
looking Serpentine employee con- 
fided in me that one of the cans had 


leaked. The contents certainly 
seemed to be merda, quite possibly 
d’artista, and she was beginning to 
fail out of love with gallery work. 

If the work was purely a joke, a 
small if laboured satire on fashions 
in art, I suppose one might have to 
give a grudging smile. But we are as- 
sured that there is a serious side to 
Merda d'artista. Even the Serpentine’s 
usually incisive director Julia Peyton- 
Joncs says, “It is compelling that an 
artist should explore his own body as 
artistic matter to that degree." 

In an era when a disproportionate 
anoint of conceptual art is dependent 
on wit, jokes and word-play, it is dis- 
concerting to think that, in 30 years’ 
time, scholarly debate could decide 
that behind all the jokes be genuine 
physical and psychological explo- 
ration. It made me wish for a stiff 
drink. That, sadly, was impossible. In 
the Serpentine Gallery, once a tea 
house, even a cup of tea is impossi- 
ble to find after the £4m renovation. 

Royal Park regulations that for- 
bid extending the building any fur- 
ther do give the Serpentine Gallery 
some problems, but with its existing 
flat roof overlooking Hyde Park 
and the Serpentine itself, the gallery 
could have one of the most delight- 
fill refreshment areas in London. 
Gallery chamnan Lord Palumbo, 
who knows a bit about battling 
against planning regulations, should 
ensure that steps arc taken soonest. 
Art-lovers need nourishment, 
though, in present circumstances, F 
will avoid anything in a can. 


THE WEEKON RADIO 

ROBERT HANKS 


Audiences are slippery customers. A 
mindless faith in the efficacy of the 
studio audience has slaughtered anv 
number of slight and subtle comedy 
programmes, artificially primed guf- 
faws swamping the sly smile that 
ought to have been aimed for. But 
other comedies have been rescued 
from oblivion by an audience’s 
hooting attentions - no one can 
doubt that the extraordinary' recent 
resurgence of I'm Sorry, f Haven V A 
Clue owes a lot to the decision to 
take the programme around the 
country, recording it in front of stu- 
dent audiences whose informed and 
enthusiastic appreciation has oiled 
some creaky old gags. 

Presumably it’s in the hope of cre- 
ating the same magic that this year's 
Reith Lectures (John Keegan on “War 
and Our World") are going to be 
dragged out of the studio and put in 
from of real people. Tiro new pro- 
grammes this week showed what- a 
mixed blessing an audience can be 
when you are trying to put a serious 
argument- On Saturday, Gore Vidal 
opened a series called The Sounding 
the Century Lectures on Radio 3 with 
a feint at American foreign policy un- 
der die rubric The Last Empire, or 
It Is Earlier than You Think” 


He began by explaining to his 
South Bank audience that he would 
be reading his text, “but I shall look 
up from time to time to give an air of 
spontaneity” . You doubt that an air 
of spontaneity has dung to anything 
Vidal has done since he was pottv- 
trained - bis replies to questions after 
his main oration were as polished 
and glittering as anything he had tafc- 
en from the page. But he did manage 
to keep up a sense that this speech 
was part of a conversation, andn ril 
simply a soliloquy. 

Audience participation worked 

less well rn , the first Lion's Den (Wed, 
R4 , in which Bryan Appleyatf 
cast m the role of Daniel; puninTuL 
that theatre is hugety Z&l h 
to a hostile audience of actors, Dlav^ 
wnghts, directors and critics^!?' 
yard’s arguments were largetyfeTu' 

-cromplainmg , fo ri ^^ eb ‘e 

Sh^eare^^^^l 

jp Shakespeare on the page as if P 
failure to attain ideals was . 
sic to artistic effort. He ** Ultr,n " 

•'“^“'lalx.rative ££? 
caJled “an” 

symphonic tradition, eh?®^ 

Sadly, the Smug, feeble m- . 

responses from ^ ai X„^ lded 
effect of makin^ a ™ ence ** 

than they were. Sfc^We 
the expense of theatre - a 1 ^°^ » 
that relies on audiences, bu^hf 1 

idea how to be one/^ Utfaasno 
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An idealistic young 
publisher has exposed 
Rupert Murdoch as a liar, 
writes David Lister 

IN THE end it didn’t la ke a fellow media 
magnate ora disgruntled famous editor io 
expose Rupert Murdoch as a liar and a 
threat to democracy. 

The unlikely hero of a week of drama, 
writs and leaked memos is a young, ide- 
alistic bookworm: a publisher'who would 
no longer tolerate Murdoch trying to sub- 
ordinate a once great publishing house to 
his own business interests. 

Thirty-six year old Stuart Proffitt had 
a job he loved: working at HarperCoIiins 
on Chris Patten's memoirs of the Hong 
Kong handover. Murdoch, who owns 
HarperCoIiins. wanted to ditch the book 
as it criticises the Chinese. Murdoch is in 
the business of toadying to China's totali- 
tarian regime, as he warns to extend his TV 
empire into the lucrative Chinese market. 

So the Patten book had to be ditched! 
And, as is normal with Murdoch, he ex- 
pected his staff to lie for him. to claim that 
the book was “substandard." To Harper- 
Coil ms's eternal shame, the key executives 
involved agreed to do so. It is all in a day’s 
work in Murdochland. 

But Stuart Proffitt refused. He thought 
the manuscript first rate. He also believed 
there was a certain honour, a certain in- 
tegrity left in publishing even in these days 
of ownership by multinationals. And so he 
defied Murdoch. He paid with his job. 

As he told the tale this week, a picture 
emerged, as it has never emerged before, 
of how a once-greal publishing house now 
kow-tows to a media tycoon pursuing his 
own wider business interests, just as that 
owner kow-tows in the Chinese. 

As Proffitt worked on the book. Mur- 
doch's henchmen in Britain and .America 
began an offensive to ditch it and show it 
was not up to scratch. Proffitt stood up to 
Murdoch’s henchmen to declare that the 
Patten book was the best by a politician he 
bad read in 15 years. Proffitt would have 
to go. Literary worth, accuracy, democra- 
cy, historical record — all these things count 
for nothing in HarperCoIiins if they get in 
the way of Murdoch’s global ambitioa. 

The bravery of Stuart Proffitt has shat- 
tered the reputation of the publishing com- 
pany he has served since leaving university. 
It is hard to see bow any of its authors, rang- 
ing from Jeffrey Archer to John Major, 
from Doris Lessing to Arundhali Roy, can 
hold their heads up now. Fay Weldon is al- 
ready signalling that she wants io sever her 
connection with Murdoch's yes men. 

Other publishers are preparing their 
chequebooks. Martin Neild. managing di- 
rector of Hodder and Stoughton, predicts: 
‘The general uncertainty will spread 
among HarperCoIJins's writers. Of course, 
we will take advantage of lire situation." 
1 nside HarperCoIiins, senior and junior em- 
ployees are reeling. One insider said: 
“There's stunned disbelief here. I cannot 
recall this type of interference before." 

There speaks a man who has not stud- 
ied the career of Keith Rupert Murdoch. 

Murdoch has an eclectic interest in com- 
munications. He owns HarperCoIiins. He 
owns Twentieth Century Fox, BSkyB and 
Star TV in Asia. His newspaper empire em- 
braces The Austro lion, the New York Post 
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China Syndrome: Murdoch's TV interests led HarperCoIiins to ditch the Chris Patten book 


and, over here. The Times. The Sunday 
Tunes. The Sun and The News Of The H vrld. 

Murdoch's use of his communications 
empire to try to subvert democracy is com- 
monplace. Just as the Conservatives in the 
Eighties opposed moves to refer his news- 
paper and television acquisitions to the 
Monopolies Commission, so Tony Blair and 
his Government have proved remarkably 
uninterested in complaints about predatory 
pricing by The Times. 

He offered Republican senate leader 
Newt Gingrich $4 .5m for a complete non- 
book: a thinly disguised inducement to ac- 
quiesce to Murdoch’s lobbying interests. 

He dismissed Andrew Neil as editor of 
The Sunday Times beca use he was worried 
his television interests in Asia would be 
damaged by the paper's persistent inves- 
tigation into “aid" payments by Britain to 
Malaysia to get building cantracis for the 
Pergau Dam. NeD got a £Im pay-off. 

He axed the BBC’s World Service 
channel from his Star TV network in or- 
der to appease the Beijing regime, who 
were less than impressed by Kate Adie’s 
reports of the Tiananmen Square massacre. 

He pressurised once -respectable pub- 
lisher Basic Books in New York, a recent 


acquisition, to release a cringingly propa- 
gandist^ biography of Deng Xiaoping, 
amid lavish publicity. Its author? Deng Ron, 
the despot's own daughter. 

Murdoch ’s kow-towing to Beijing has 
paid off. China, the biggest single prize in 
the global TV market, has just granted him 
the extraordinary "special concession" of 
launching a Mandarin language channel. 
Phoenix, for the Chinese market. 

Then, to Murdoch's annoyance, came 
trouble from HarperCoIiins. 

The Patten manuscript was being han- 
dled by Proffitt, who had secured a 
£125,000 contract with Patten. But for Prof- 
fitt. it it was a labour of love. 

After reading the manuscript at home 
over a weekend, he sent a memo to Eddie 
BelL the head of HarperCoIiins UK, en- 
thusing: “I finished Chris Patten's text (the 
first two thirds of the book) over the week- 
end. The impression I had when I’d fin- 
ished the first chapter is confirmed. This 
is probably the most lucid, best written and 
compelling book I have read by any politi- 
cian of any persuasion since I came into 
publishing." 

It was an unusual move for Proffitt to 
write a memo about the manuscript to his 


boss, as he did on Tuesday, 20 January. He 
had a reason. As he revealed in a legal de- 
claration, published in The Daily Telegraph, 
he was aware that HarperCollins’s pro- 
prietor was taking an unhealthy interest in 
the book, an interest that was to bring the 
hookworm into headlong collision with the 
media magnate. 

He had, he said, been told several times 
in late 1997 by Eddie Bell “that Rupert 
Murdoch had railed him to express extreme 
displeasure that we had signed Lhe book". 

As Murdoch’s ex-newspaper editors 
know, calls from across the sea expressing 
extreme displeasure at their decisions are 
not to be ignored. 

The next day, 21 January. Eddie Bell 
sent a copy of Proffitt’s report on the book 
to America and his boss, Anthea Disney, 
chairman and CEO of News America Pub- 
lishing, a wholly owned subsidiary of News 
Corporation. Anthea Disney, at 50, still has 
the slim figure, black hair and dark eyes 
that in the Seventies accompanied her New 
York column for the Daily Mail. She was 
not one to ignore her patron’s “extreme 
displeasure". And she ordered Bell to re- 
linquish the rights to the book. 

Bell’s memo to Disney reminded her of 


the bad PR such a move would attract. He 
wrote: “Following your instruction to re- 
linquish rights. I have given considerable 
thought to the potential ramifications of 
such action. The more I have thought about 
this, the more concerned 1 have become. 
In fact, I am extremely worried." 

The memo continues: “KLR.M. has 
outlined to me the negative aspects of pub- 
lication which I fully understand ... With- 
in Britain, NewsCorp’s actions are dearly 
tracked and reported on by an often hos- 
tile media. NewsCorp’s ambitions in China 
are often commented upon. 

Proffitt continued editing and praising 
the Fatten book, giving a dinner in Patten's 
honour at the Savoy on 29 January. 

A week later. Proffitt was informed that 
a decision had been taken to withdraw Pat- 
ten's book on the grounds that “the text 
was disappointing and that it was not worth 
what we had paid for it". Proffitt said he 
would have to consider his position. He was 
sent home and suspended from work. 

On 10 February Adrian Bourne con- 
tacted Chris Patten's literary agent, 
Michael Sissons, and told him they were 
not going to publish the book as “it did not 
accord with the synopsis and was below 
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standard". Sissons was gobsmacked and the 
pair met that afternoon. Sissons recalls: “I 
was not only smelling a rat. It was dangling 
right in front of my nose. He blurted out 
that Chris Patten did not seem to have any- 
thing good to say about Asia- Then the pen- 
ny dropped." 

The penny, of course, is that Murdoch 
wants to extend bis TV empire into China 
and cannot risk offending the totalitarian 
Chinese regime. 

Stuart Proffitt issuing HarperCoIiins for 
constructive dismissal, declaring this week 
that what they asked of him “would have 
meant, in short, both lying and doing enor- 
mous damage to my own reputation. This 
is not something which a company can 
properly ask one of its employees to do". 

Mr Proffitt is right. Lying and doing 
enormous damage to your reputation is not 
something a company should ask one of 
its employees to do. But tha t is a perilously 
old-fashioned principle in Murdochland, 
where lies and reputations count for little. 

If Tony Blair wants more details about 
his most powerful media supporter, he 
should give Stuart Proffitt a ring. He’s easy 
to reach, being out of work at present. 

Additional reporting by Mel Steel 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


DEATHS 

SMEALL: James Leaiblej, peacefully 
an 24 February after a short Ohira<- 
He will be very much missed bv his 
fnmil u and many many friends. Cre- 
mation private, fbilewed twa senna: 
to celebrate life i° St Margaret s 

ChnrckTopsham. Exeter, on Friday 
13 March at 12 noon. Enquiries mid 
donations if desired in aid of the Ex- 
cIct and District Hospice to Peter 
Tint, 16 Victoria 
eter EX3 OEU. 01392 S73955. 
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ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
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Forth coming 
marriages 

Mr J. W. K. Lambert 
and Miss M. EL Spicer 
The encage mem is announced be- 
tween Jason, son of the late Dr K.C 
Lambert and Mrs E.D. Lambert, of 
Carabridseshire, and Mary, daugh- 
ter of Mr David Bethune and the 
Hon Mrs Spicer, of West Sussex. 

Birthdays 

TODAY: Mr Peter Alliss. golfer and 
television commentator. 67: Sir Phihp 
BaUhache. Bailiff of Jersey. 52; Sir 
Peter Baxendell, former chairman. 
Hawker Siddeley. 73: Miss Stephanie 
Beacham. actress. 49; Mr Alfred 
Burke, actor, SO: Mr John Carson, ac- 
tor, 71; Mr Robin Cook MR Foreign 
<« f cn?laiy 1 5* Maj-Gen Edwin Fox- 
Ion. 84; Lord Garel -Jones, former 
MP, 57; Mrs Helen Grmdrod QC, for- 
mer Crown Court Recorder. 62; Sir 
Anthony Havelock-Allan, Dim pro- 
ducer, 94: Admiral Sir Peter Herbert, 
former Chairman, SSAFA 69jMaj- 
Gen Michael Hobbs, retiring Direc- 
tor, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, 61; 
professor Maxwell Irvine. Principal 
and Vice-Chancellor, Bir m ing h a m 
University, 59; Mr Jeremy Lancast- 
er, chairman and managing director, 
Wolseley-Hugbes. 62; Mx Baity 
McGuigan, boxer, 37; Mr Martin 
Marriott, former Hea dm aster. Can- 
fortl School. 66; Mr Bnu Moore, 
football commentator, 66; Mr Robin 
Phillips- actor and director, 56; Mr 
ftter Siothard. Editor, the -.Times, 47- 
Sir John Swire, hon president. John 
Swire and Sons. 71; Vice-Admiral Sir 
James Weaiheretil, Marshal of the 
Diplomatic Corps, 62; Sir Michael 
Young-Hemes, former chairman. 
Royal Bank of Scotland Group, 75. 

29 FEBRUARY: Mr Joss Acid and, 
actor. 70; Mr Mario Andretti, grand 
prix driver, 58; Sir David Beathejor- 
mer Governor General of New 
Zealand, 74; Mr Gretchen Christo- 
pher. nxfc singer, 5& I>Gen Sir Rod- 
erick Cordv-Simpsoo. Deputy Force 
Commander. Bosnia Hercegovina, 
M' Bairiccss Dunn, former chairman, 
Hong Kong trade Development 
Council. 58; Mr Anthony LunganJ, 
former Director-General St John 
ambulance Association. 82; Mr Alan 
Loveday, violinist, 70; Mile Michele 


Morgan, actress. 78; Mr Albert 
Welling, actor, 46. 

TOMORROW: Mr Harry Bela- 
fontc. entertainer, 71; Mr David 
Broome, show jumper. 58; Mr Dou- 
glas Bunn, founder, All-England 
Jumping Course, Hidaiead, 70; Sir 
Robert Caiderwood. former chief ex- 
ecutive, Strathclyde Regional Coun- 
cil, 66; Mr Nigel Cowley, cricketer, 
45; Mr Roger Dal trey, singer and ac- 
tor. 54; Mr Andrew Fluids, former 
MP, 75; Sir Allan Green QC, fonner 
Director of Public Prosecutions, 63; 
Air Chief Marshal Sir Lewis Hodges, 
former Deputy C-in- C Allied Forres, 
Central Europe, SO, Mr Martyn 
Jones MP, 5 1; Sir Michael Kerr, for- 
mer Lord Justice of Appeal. 77: Pro- 
fessor James Lister, paediatrician, 75; 
Mrs Patricia Mediant, Head, Roe- 
deun School 53; Mr John Napier, 
stage designer. 54: Mr Mike Read, 
music presenter, 47; Mr Mark Todd, 
Olympic athlete, 42; Maj-Gen PhOip 
Tower, former Commandant, Royal 
Military Academy. 81; Mr Brian 
Whites, golfer, S& Sir Gerald Wheni, 
chief executive, Racai Telecom pk, 71. 

Anniversaries 

TODAY: Births: Sir John Tbnniel, 
artist and iUustnuor, 1820; Linns Cart 
Pauling, double Nobel prizewinner, 
1901. Deaths: Henry James, novel- 
ist, 1916; Ruby Ethel Keeler, actress, 
1993. On this day. Ladysmith was 
relieved, 1900; the last British troops 
left India, 1948; a general election in 
Britain resulted in no overall majority, 
1974. Today is the Feast Day of the 
Martyrs of the Plague at Alexandria, 
St Hilaxus, pope, St Lupfcanus, St Os- 
wald of Worcester, St Proterius and 
St Rom amis. 

TOMORROW: Blrthc Fn5d6ric- 
Fran$ois (Frydeiyk Frandszek) Cho- 
pin, composer, 1810; Augustus Welby 
Northmen: Pugin, architect. 1812; 
James David Graham Niven, actor, 
1910. Deaths: Thomas Campion, 
poet and composer, 1620; George 
Herbert, clergyman and poet, 1633; 
Gabriele D’Annunzio, poet, politician 
and playwright, 1938. On this day: 
Vasco da Gama discovered Mozam- 
bique, 1498. Tomorrow is the Feast 
Day of St Aiibin or AJbinus of 
Angers, St David or Dewi, St Felix 
HL Pope. St Rudesind or Rosendo 
and St Swithben. ’ 


OBITUARIES 


Peter Sichel 


PETER SICHEL was an Eng- 
lish gentleman in Bordeaux. 
He had only been in Bordeaux 
for 12years when he was elect- 
ed President of the Bordeaux 
Wine Merchants Association in 
1972. 

In the Bordeaux establish- 
ment's notoriously closed com- 
munity, this was a considerable 
achievement in itself. But he 
soon found himself embroiled 
in the intricacies of the Bor- 
deaux wine crash of 1973 which 
had involved fraud and cor- 
ruption following the world- 
wide collapse of the 1972 
vintage. In the event he won 
enormous respect for the diplo- 
macy and skill with which he 
handled one of Bordeaux’s 
worst ever crises. 

Peter Sichel was born in 
Hampstead, north London, to 
the Anglo-French branch of an 
influential wine-trade family, 
whose involvement in wine 
dates back to mid-18th-centuiy 
Germany. The German branch 
became fam ous for the devel- 
opment of the Blue Nun brand, 
through Waiter Sichel in 
Britain, and Peter’s cousin Pe- 
ter Max Sichel in America. Pe- 
ter Sichel’s great-grandfather 
established the Sichel office in 
Bordeaux in 1883, initially as a 
branch of Lhe family firm, H. 
Sichel Sohne, based in Mainz in 
Germany. 

At first dividing his time be- 
tween Bordeaux and the UK, 


Sichel eventually settled in Bor- 
deaux after meeting his wife, 
Diana, a scion of the Heathcoat- 
Amory family. One of his ma- 
jor achievements was to put the 
ancient Margaux property. 
Chateau cFAngludet, on the 
Bordeaux wine map. Bought in 
1961 as a virtual ruin after the 
devastating frosts of 1956 (it 
produced just four barrels of 
wine in that legendary vintage), 
d'Angludet today has become 
one of the most sought after cm 
bourgeois clarets. 

He was also the major share- 
holder in Ch&teau P alm er, in 
which his father, Allan Sichel, 
invested in 193S, with three oth- 
er Bordeaux families. Consid- 
ered folly at the time, the 
investment took 20 years to 
show a return. Ibday, Chateau 
Palmer is widely regarded as 
one of the superstars in Bor- 
deaux’s constellation of crus 

classes. 

Sichel maintained the tradi- 
tion started by his father, whose 
Penguin Book of Wines was 
published in 1965, of releasing 
an annual report on the new 
Bordeaux vintage. The Sichel 
Vintage and Market Report was 
eagerly awaited by die wine 
trade as much for its detailed 
factual content as for its 
insights into the state of the 
market and Sichel's own wry 
comments on his current bite 
noire, whether it be the en- 
croachment of New World 


wines or the fickle British wine 
journalist 

Peter Sichel was one of a 
rare breed in Bordeaux who 
managed successfully to com- 
bine the separate roles of mer- 
chant and ch&leau-owner. A 
strong believer in the business 
sense of adding value to the 
product, he was in fact the first 
wine merchant to become a 
wine maker, establishing a 
winery, the Cave Bel-Air, in 
1967. 

Although he had his hands 
full with his own projects, he still 
found time to become President 
in 1988 of the. powerful associ- 
ation of top chiteaux, the 
Union des Grands Crus, a 
phoenix which arose from the 
ashes of the 1973 crash. At a 
time when the New World was 
beginning to emerge as a com- 
petitive force to be reckoned 
with, his vision as an ambas- 
sador for Bordeaux and its tra- 
ditional, old-world values was 
much respected. 

In the face of stiff competi- 
tion from the New World, he al- 
ways championed the very 
French notion of terroir. In his 
view, the location of the vine- 
yard stamps a wine with its own 
very distinctive character as 
against what he saw as the 
anonymity of varietal wines 
from the New World. ’'Char- 
acter comes from the terroir. but 
quality depends on the wine- 
making," said Sichel. He ad- 



Sichek a wine enthusiast 
with vision 

, mired, perhaps even envied, the 
marketing skills of the New 
World, wishing French wines 
could employ similar skill and 
techniques. 

In 1987. he launched his 
own brand, Sirius, in response 
to the success of New World 
brands on export markets. He 
was unrelenting in his pursuit of 
the Sichel brand name. After a 
Which? Wine Monthly report on 
Bordeaux Rouge which had 
criticised a number of bis wines, 
he physically pursued the jour- 
nalist in question at a London 
tasting, brandishing a corkscrew. 


Sichel was a wine enthusiast 
with vision. Not content to sit 
od his Bordeaux laurete, he in- 
vested in the Domains du 
Reverend estate at Cucugnan in 
the Corbieres in 1989, and in the 
following year he bought 
another estate, Domaine du 
Tnllol. As he approached re- 
tirement Corbi feres became his 
via'culturai mistress. It was a 
challenge for a man with such 
deep faith in the properties 
of terroir to invest in the 
Languedoc- Roussillon, a re- 
gion with no track record ol 
great vineyard sites. 

He and his wife Diana bac 
five sons, all involved in the busi 
ness today, and a daughter 
“Our strength today is that 
have five sons in the firm.” sail 
Sichel proudly shortly before hi 
died. When the British jour 
n a list Nicholas Faith recentl 
told him he thought his son Be 
was making better wine s 
Cb&teau d’Angludet than b 
ever had, Peter Sichel smile 
with relief, happy to acknow 
edge that his children ha 
well and truly taken over ti: 
mantle. 

Anthony Roj 


Peter Allan Sichel, wine merchai 
grower and winemaker: bo 
London 19 September 1931; mi 
ried 196 2 Diana Heathawt-Amc 
(five sons, one daughter); di 
Bordeaux. France 22 Februc 
1998. 


i 


THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 28 FEBRUARY 1998 

18 


18 /COMMENT 





EDITOR: ROSIE BOYCOTT: DEPUTY EDITOR: CHRIS BLACKHURST 
ADDRESS: I CANADA SQUARE. CANARY WHARF. LONDON E14 5DL 
TELEPHONE: 0171 293 2000 OR 0171 345 2000 ' 

FAX: 0171 293 2435 OR 0171 345 2435 
The independent on the internet; www.independentjco.uk 


The Murdoch 


mask slips 


THANKS TO the courage and sense of honour of the publishing editor 
Stuart Proffitt, Rupert Murdoch has been found ouL Mr .Proffitt, senior 
editor at the Murdoch subsidiary HarperCoilins, refused to lie to Chris 
Patten, the last Governor of Hong Kong, about the real reason that Mr 
Patten’s book about the Par Past was being withdrawn. Which was that 
Mr Murdoch is so driven by greed in fostering his media interests in Chi- 
na that he wouldn't risk even a remote connection with a book which mi g h t 
criticise one of the most repressive Communist regimes in the world 

One passage leaps out from the anxious memo from Eddie Beil, chair- 
man of HarperCoilins. questioning the decision, by his New York bosses to 
ditch the Patten book. It is the one in which Mr Bell refers to Mr Murdoch’s 
description of the book as having “negative aspects”. The phrase - which 
would be hilarious if it were not so chilling - has about it the wholly appropriate 
ring of the to talitarian Communist regime which Mr Murdoch is now sin- 
gle -mindedly courting. Indeed Mr Murdoch has emerged as the ultimate 
capitalist - which is to say a capitalist without principles, easily prepared to 
exchange, when it suits him, the standards of liberal democracy for those of 
a brutally repressive form of perverted Marxism-Leninism. 

The British political leader at whose feet Mr Murdoch worshipped most 
actively before his marriage of convenience with Tony Blair was Margaret 
Thatcher. But to her great credit the Thatcher stance was as consistent to- 
wards Peking as it was to pre-Gorbachev Moscow. She never flinched, for 
trample, from bac king Mr Patten's decision as Governor of Hong Kong 
to stand up for democracy in the colony. We knew, by contrast, that Mr 
Murdoch took a coldly pragmatic view - stopping the BBC in 1994 from 
broadcasting on his Fkr East satellite company Star TV because free re- 
porting threatened his China interests. But then we have discovered that 



there was still more to learn about Mr Murdoch: there is very little that 
he will not do to increase his money and power, lb borrow a phrase from 
his adopted country, this is “kiss up, kick down” on a now global scale. He 
kow-tows to Peking, while stamping vigorously on the testimony of one 
Britain's biggest and most intelligent public servants. 

The latest evidence of his bullying and the morally indefensible demands 
it makes on his employees has an importance which goes well beyond the 
damage he has inflicted on the publishing house of HarperCoilins. For the 
more Mr Murdoch’s methods and goals are exposed, the more they raise 
questions about the cosiness of the relationship he enjoys with the Labour 
govemment The suspicion is growing that Mr Murdoch's influence can 
be detected in several aspects of government policy: the refusal to tackle 
predatory pricing, where Mr Murdoch’s own interests are dean union recog- 
nition; the Prime Minister's aversion to any form of privacy legislation; and 
the Government's caution on EMU. to name but four His influence may 
in some instances be exaggerated: certainly Mr Blair hasn’t bought into 
the Murdoch paranoia about Europe, though his reluctance to contem- 
plate an EMU referendum this side of a general election certainly reflects 
a fear of how the Murdoch papers w «ild respond if he did. Evea on preda- 
tory pricing Blair allies continue to insist that the Prime Minister has formed 
his own view on what mechanisms it would, and would not, be right to in- 
clude in the Competition B3L But all this would more convincing if amid 
all the favours the Murdoch media grant New Labour - most recently The 
Sun’s gung-ho coverage of Mr Blair’s conduct of the Gulf crisis, and BSkyB's 
sponsorship of the Dome - ministers could point to just one policy which 
adversely affects Mr Murdoch’s designs. 

The point about the HarperCoilins saga is that there are some clear good 
guys - Mr Patten, Mr Proffitt - and one clear bad guy - Mr Murdoch. The 
Prime Minister would no doubt say that the internal affairs of Mr Murdoch's 

media empire are no business of his. But it has been fliumraating about the 

kind of man Mr Murdoch is. We thought Mr Blair was on the side of the 

?ood guys. It must be time for him to reassess his relationship with the one 
nan who emerges from this sorry tale without a shred of credit 


BBC risks contempt 
of Parliament 


FS T1 ME to put the brakes on James Boyle. Mr Boyle, controller of BBC 
ladio 4. apparently thinks Yesterday in Parliament is “boring” and should 
isiandy he shunted off to the long-wave frequency. This is one of a se- 
es of changes in parliamentary and political programming, which also in- 
udes moving the half hour Week in Westminster from Saturday morning 
> a graveyard slot on Thursday evening, when only the most devoted pol- 
ics junkies are likely to tune in. 

The first problem with this strategy - which has greatly upset MPs - is 
at it is not borne out by the facts. Yesterday in Parliament attracts an audi- 
ice of 1.3 million, while according to a BBC spokesman The Week in West- 
erner is listened to by 658,000 people on a Saturday morning. Will Wyatt, 
ief executive of BBC Broadcasting, and Matthew Bannister, manag in g tfi- 
ctor of BBC Radio Network, irritated MPs on Thursday by being unable 
give figures for the drop when the late night Today m ParHamentyient to 
tg wave from FM. The audience more than halved, to around 160,000; And 
«arch carried out by the rival BBC News Directorate showed that listen- 
i fret very warmly about both Yesterday in Parliament and The Week in West- 
nster. Which is not surprising. Both prog ramme s, have an appeal winch 
ikes casual listeners stay with them once they have happened upon them. 
The BBC has mishandled these changes, and not only by failing to con- 
ee MPs. It’s far from certain that Mr Boyle would attract a bigger au- 
ncc by getting rid of the parliamentary programmes be regards as being 
be way. But whether he would or not, the BBC has a public service re- 
- In an age of spin and pre-packaged political announcements. Radia- 
nt remains the one theatre in which the executive is publicly and daily 
'ed to account, however imperfectly. The point of these programmes is 
fet they are enjoyed by a surprisingly sizeable audience - more than half 
£>'hom would not hunt for them on another channel but enjoy them if 
w don’t have to. If covering Parliament with programming that holds 
"istencre isn’t pari of the BBC’s remit, it’s difficult to see whai is. 


PICTURE OF 







Swan up: one of the Australian black swans that decorate St James's Park in central London 


Photograph: Brian Harris 
A 9x12 print of this photograph can be ordered on 0171-293 2534 


Countryside March 

I REGARD myself as country born 
and bred. The myth is being put 
about by the organisers of the Coun- 
tryside March of a country popula- 
tion that is very different from the 
town one and of one mind on a broad 
range of issues. 

Modem devdopmrals, mainly the 
car. have made country life little dif- 
ferent from town life. The prin c ip al 
difference for many is that die car jour- 
neys between work, shopping, school 
and leisure in the country are Tnarie 
at higher speed and over longer dis- 
tances. Many country dwellers are not 
directly involved in farming. Even 
many fanners, especially those with- 
out livestock, now live essentially ur- 
ban lives. Their food cranes from the 
supermarket (you cannot eat barky, 
sugar beet or oilseed rape) and their 
farms, with modem machinery, im- 
pose no significantly different hours 
from any other industrial process. 

The real dichotomy over the 
countryside is in attitude towards it 
Some, whether from the town or 
country, see it as a cultural asset,.the 
thing that both supports life and 
makes it worthwhile. They want ac- 
cess to it they want it to grow whole- 
some food. They want it to be rich, 
varied, and beautiful in its l a n dscape, 
plant and animal life. Above all they 
want it be there in the future. 

The other group sees It as a fi- 
nancial asset and private playground 
It is to be pillaged one way or an- 
other. It can be to grow, industrial- 
ly, unsustainable crops. It can be to 
“develop” into a sprawling town- 
scape. It can be to use as an exclu- 
sive sports ground. 

CPADLEY 

Market Rosen, Lincolnshire 


LETTERS 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor and include a daytime telephone number 
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asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


landowners cover less than 0.5 per 
cent of the land surface. You rightly 
applaud the National Uust’s efforts, 
but the trust (and its Scottish equiv- 
alent) own just L3 per cent of the UK. 

Aright of access is the only thing 
that will return the countryside to the 
people and the present government 
must not be allowed to slide out of 
its commitment to introduce one. 
MARION SHOARD 
Dorking, Surrey 


YOUR call for Tbny Blair to “stand 
up for townies” (leading article, 20 
February) is timely. The tiny minority 
who enjoy the privilege of living in 
the countryside should not be al- 
lowed to monopolise the rural her- 
itage of the nation. 

The urban majority are entitled to 
a view on national issues like the cru- 
elly of bloodsports, the environmen- 
tal devastation caused by modem 
farming and the exclusion of walkers 
from their homeland The huge sub- 
sidy they provide to landowners both 
as taxpayers and food consumers only 
underlines this entitlement. Previous 
Labour governments have attempt- 
ed to get to grips with the abuses of 
power of the rural regime, only to be 
knocked off course by vigorous lobr 
lying manoeuvres like this cri ming 
Sunday's Countryside March. 

In die past, the media have been 
as susceptible as potitidaos to the ar- 
rogant claims and misrepresentations 
of the rural elite. V The Independent 
is subjecting rural bluster to the 
scrutiny the press give other pro- 
paganda. its voice is valuable indeed 

However, you need not understate 
the urban case. Access, for example, 
is not amply a problem in “pockets” 
of upland England, as the landown- 
ers would have you believe. Exclusion 
is the rule, not the exception. Most 
of Britain’s woods and meadow's, 
downs and moors, riverbanks and 
lakesides are out of bounds to walk- 
ers and picnickers. You salute the ef- 
forts of local councils to open the 

counttyside, yet the access agreements 

they have managed to wring out of 


ANDREAS Wittam Smith (Com- 
ment, 24 February) characterises 
“The right [of country landowners] 
to forbid walkers to roam freely 
across their estates” as a the defence 
of a liberty. If ever there was a good 
example of one person’s freedom be- 
ing another's repression, this is it. 

The “right to privacy on one's own 
property” is only “a powerful and 
long-established rule” as far as one’s 
home is concerned. For land it is a 
comparatively modem concept. 
Land was once regarded as a com- 
munal asset, over which most mem- 
bers of the community owned some 
rights. The idea that ownership of 
one of those rights, the freehold of 
the soil, should convey the right to 
exclude everyone else would have 
seemed monstrously perverse and 
unjust to our ancestors. 

Unregulated access to land is now 
neither posafcde nor desirabte, because 
of the immense population of our is- 
land. but the limitations of access 
should be determined by what gives 
the greatest benefit to the greatest 
number, not on a false understanding 
of the very nature of land ownership. 
KHAGETT 
Sheffield 


culture from market forces we would 
get much cheaper food.” 

I farm cows for milk, hens for 
eggs, and wheat to feed the hens. 
“Market forces” have reduced the 
milk price to farmers by 20 per cent 
without any noticeable drop in dairy 
product prices. Wheat is now trad- 
ing at £S0 per tonne instead of £1 10 
just over a year ago. Is your bread 
cheaper? The fanner is getting Less 
than 40p per dozen for eggs sold in 
supermarkets for £120 per dozen. 
Romanian and Hungarian chickens 
are being imported at such low 
prices that I am being offered, 2p per 
bird for end-of-lay chickens that five 
months ago would have made 14p 
per bird, and a year ago 38p. 

We are, on top of all these prob- 
lems, being attacked for hunting with 
hounds, are expected to give unlim- 
ited access, and are being vilified for 
making fields into an economic size 
with which to oompete with the world 
price of food. Now doyou see why we 
are lighting beacons and marching? 
ROGER STRATTON 
Keynsham, Bristol 


l AM all for the Countryside Alliance 
rally on 1 March in London. 

For that one day there will be no 
farm animals stuffed with hormones 
and antibiotics, no raptors poisoned, 
no badgers baited, no untaxed trac- 
tors on our roads, no wild animals 
bounded, no song-birds silenced, no 
hedges mangled, no folk having to 
work overtime to earn a living wage, 
no harmful chemicals spread on the 
land and nearby humans, no (or few- 
er) hypocrites singing hymns about 
“creatures great and small”, no filling 
in of subsidy forms by those who cu rse 
everyone else for being parasites, no 
chance of bumping into certain per- 
sons as I roam my beloved Borders. 

In short, God will be in his/her 
heaven and all will be right with the 
countryside world. All the vandals 
will be in Hyde Park. The only 
problem is whether to upset millions 
of decent Londoners by praying on 
that day to St David for rain to pour 
on the capital. 

JIM BRUNTON 
Edinburgh 


ANDREAS Whittam Smith’s article 
appears well balanced, until we get 
to “If we stopped sheltering agri- 


OUR countryside and its traditions are 
under pressure from every quarter. 
Those who live and work in the coun- 
try sense that their livelihoods are at 
stake, especially given the apparent ap- 
athy of fre Government, its ignorance 
of rural matters, and continuing pres- 
sure from Europe. This is about jobs 
- for blacksmiths, farm staff, game- 
keepers, ghillies, and many in relat- 
ed industries, especially tourism. 

I would urge those who live, work, 
or derive pleasure from the country- 
side to give the countryside march on 
Sunday 1 March their support. 
ANDREW DINGWALL-FORDYCE 
Convener 

Scottish Landowners ' Federation 
Edinburgh 


AS ONE of the ill-informed dupes 
who wjD be straffing the strecisof Lon- 
don this Sunday I was of course some- 
what disappointed to hear that 1 was 
a mere pawn of a right-wing con- 
spiracy (leading article. 27 February ). 
Not only is it headed by “lolfc” but 
it is even being bankrolled by 'sinis- 
ter dark forces and then. Heaven for- 
bid, we are not even a single -issue 


Children in slavery 

A FEW years ago I spent several 
months in Pakistan, where I was 
born. 1 was given wonderful hospi- 
tality. But 1 was also taken on a vis- 
it to some brickfields (“Film exposes 
child slavery”. 24 February). 

Two things come back i« i mind 
that seem especially poignant. One 
is the smile that an eight- or nine- 
year-old was able to give me as he 
loaded his man-sized harrow with 
clay: the other is the sight of a little 
baby, asleep on the bare earth in the 
shade of a pile of raw bricks w aiting 
for the kiln: it was likely to be the 
only time of rest and peace that the 
child was going to have until death. 

Something must he done, about 
the brickfields and the whole child 
labour scene in Pakistan, but it 
needs to be done with sensitivity and 
understanding, or matters will be 
made worse. Working children (and 
bonded labourers generally) are so 
enmeshed in the Pakistan economy 
that it will need much painstaking 
work to bring them their freedom. 
The liny Christian church in Pakistan 
is Hying to alleviate the situation, with 
great courage but minuscule re- 
sources, and so loo are some Mus- 
lims and human rights groups, but 
they too are small in number. 

The Rev BA HOPKINSON 
Middtexhn >ugh 


Morning Star 


“pressure group”, but have wide-rang- 
ing concerns about rural pul icies. sev- 
eral of which you list I certainly would 
not expect you to agree with them all. 
but the fact that they do matter to such 
a wide range of people may have been 
worth a Utile more open debate in The 
Independent. 

JEREMY AFTER 
Sudbury, Suffolk 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


The reason I’ve been so successful is that I\e just got 
on and done it- I’ve packed boxes and know VAT 
means value added tax. not vodka and tonic - Paul 
Smith, fashion icon 


I bought an ice cream once. I honestly can't think of 
the others - Eddie George, Bank of England Governor, 
asked about occasions when he hod been extravagant 


It is an observable phenomenon in Northern Ireland 
- and elsewhere - that tension and violence tend to 
rise when compromise is in the air - Bertie Ahem, 
Irish Prime Minister 


We had to slop them. Every tart in London was be- 
ing presented- Princess Margaret , in ojust-pubBshed 
comment on the aboSthn in the 1950s of the debutantes ' 
royal presentation parties 



V’u r *pun (26 February ) a claim in 
the Morning Star that the f.immu- 
ntsi Party nf Britain has been in talks 
with Arthur Seargill about ilv pos- 
sibility .if his party, the Socialist 
LaN.ur Parly, buying the pu P .,r 
A recent informal discussion bc- 
iwven representatives Of the two pa r . 

Hes did not include am su .-h 
proposal, rhe Morning Star is owned 

; “ r S* dcr * C0_0 pcrairve (ihc p ttl . 

n ^h r* Prinling Sociel >' 1 is 
nut the Communist Par tvs i.. , c ii 

N..r wnuld we Nippon , m 
move. 

Hubert Griffiths 

tienvral Secretary 
f oninntnist Party of Britain 
Loneii vi /V 1 


Working mothers 


IF tax payers have to hear ih . 

,,f •fWMcare subsidi£ I, 

QS 

Duns Ten\ Oxfordshire 


Bob Hoskins: A Cockney feared 


As a nation, we are extremely good at producing an 
academic elite. But that elite has shown scant inter- 
est in training the rest of the workforce - John 
Edmonds, genera/ secretary of the GMB union 


In England, if I walk into someone’s home and they 
don’t know me. as soon as I open ray mouth they lock 
up the silver and send the women out of the way - 
Bob Hoskins, cockney octtr 


Dome thoughts 

aSWKS 

sagar** 


A bad night at the theatre is worse than anything: one 
squirms and writhes and wishes oneself dead - Ben 
Elton, playwright 


Nothing wifl ever turn William Hague into a leader. 
His only proposal is for endless consultations with the 
Tory rank and file. They will have to throw him out 
eventually, but there is nothing to be gained by con- 
sulting them beforehand as they arc extremely stu- 
pid people - Auberon Waugh, writer 
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Only the British know how to 
shrug off an arm-eating tiger 



DAVID 

AARONOV1TCH 

THE FALSE VIRTUE 
OF SANG-FROID 


You doa’t have to do much to be a hero 
these days. Once upon a time heroism 
was the product of a conscious decision. 
Shall I jump into this raging torrent to 
rescue the drowning tot? Shall 1 stay in 
Khartoum sdJ rally my troops, as the 
overwhelming forces of the Mahdi gather 
on the plain for the final assault? These 
were therefore acts of real bravery. The 
odds had been calculated; the hero 
pressed on regardless. 

But in these debased times you can 
get the accolade for much more passive 
acts. The most common, of course, is not 
dying of cancer. If your tumour is malign 
and you do anything other than go into 
an immediate and terminal decline, then 
you are up there with Hector and 
Lysander. This week, however, such un- 
conscious bravery made a hero out of 38- 
year-old Nigel Wesson, when he 
involuntarily lent a band to a tiger. Soon 
we can expect a Queen's special award 
for all those who have lost a limb to a 
zoo animal. 

To be fair to Mr Wesson, it was not so 
much the fact of his being injured by 
Rajah, Chipperfield's largest Bengal 
tiger, that has made him a celebrity, but 
his reaction to it. For those unfamiliar 
with the story. Mr Wessoo, a comparative 
newcomer to the world of tiger-tending, 
had been feeding the animals at Chipper- 
field's tra inin g centre in Oxfordshire. Mr 
Wesson said he reached into Rajah’s 
cage to close a partition. (He was. ac- 
cording to the circus, supposed to do this 
job with a long pole. Tigers, apparently, 
are at their most excited just after lunch. 
Men, of course, are the opposite. Oh 
well. Mr Wesson won't be making that 
mistake again in a hurry.) 

Zoos and circuses have their own rea- 
sons for being thankful to Mr Wesson. 

He has supplied a bloody reminder to a 
blase public that the animals on display 
are exotically and thrillinglv violent. 


More of us will now go to see them, hop- 
ing lu experience that pleasurable frisson 
when the large caged cat turns to us and 
roars. 

But. we British admire him for his 
sang-froid. Yesterday s Mirror, whose re- 
porter had been to Mr Wesson’s bedside, 
recounted the tale of “one pal who visit- 
ed chirpy Nigel in hospital and revealed 
that the brave keeper had told him he 
was “dying* for a pint of lager". Others 
commented that “he told us what had 
happened as if he'd just met us in the 
street'’. Though presumably he did not 
shake hands. 

“It’s just one of those things," Mr 
Wesson is reported as having said. No it 
isn’t, it is a completely other thing, to be 
set alongside travelling on the roof of a 
train or stowing away in the landing gear 
of a jumbo jet. But we love this sang- 
froid. It seems to us to be the quintes- 
sence of Englishncss. It could be Captain 
Oates on that terrible polar night in 
191 2. “I'm going out. I may be some 
time.” Or Lord Uxbridge, to whom the 
Duke of Wellington turned at the height 
of the battle of Waterloo, and said, “By 
God sir. you’ve lost your leg!" To which 
Uxbridge replied, “By God sir, so 1 
have!" 

It is unimaginable that French people 
or Italians would behave in this way. 

Look at their footballers. .And that rugby 
player who complained about having his 
ear bitten off wasn’t English either. 
Wouldn't we have thought more of him 
had he stayed on the pitch, and then at 
the final whistle - taxed with injury to his 
ear - pul his hand to his head and 
replied, “What ear?" 

Our ostensible reason for admiring 
such behaviour is that it represents calm- 
ness in a crisis and is therefore a more 
efficient response. The person with sang- 
froid will keep the passengers of the 
stricken liner from panicking, supervising 
their orderly descent into the lifeboats. 
Nor will he or she rush for the exits when 
the fire alarm goes off in the crowded 
cinema, but will remain seated enjoying 
the popcorn and Kia-Ora. 

This is actually nonsense. Sang-froid 
requires the person that possesses it to 
behave as if there were no billowing 
ocean and no imminent threat of immo- 
lation. The last person whom one wants 
□ext to one in a crisis is a sang-froidiste. 
First they will attempt to ignore what is 
going on. Then they are obliged to min- 
imise it. And finally, as the flames lick 
around their trouser legs, they will at- 
tempt to reassure you that they feel 
fine. They take suspect packages to lost 
property. 

In some cases this may simply be stu- 
pidity or a lack of imagination. Ronald 
Reagan, when he was the victim of an 
assassination attempt, is said to have 
quipped to the doctors: “Don’t tell 
Nancy." Some believe that he simply 
couldn't comprehend that there was any 
chance of him being very seriously in- 
jured; indeed, he just hadn’t thought 
about it. 

Maybe. It is more likely though, that 
sang froid is simply an affectation. This is 
about style, about wit, about maintaining 
control. Oscar Wilde, had be just lost his 
arm to a tiger, would have behaved in a 
similar way to Mr Wesson. Was it not 
Oscar who said that when the final trum- 
pet sounded, and he and Bosie were ly- 
ing on their Etysian couches, he would 
pretend not to hear it. 


Don’t tell me to stay home and watch 
World Cup football on the telly 

- i 



There are times, says Trevor Phillips, when it is necessary to be just one among many in a crowd 


Anyone who has to use the Lon- 
don Underground or a crowd- 
ed commuter train each day will 
have a sneaking sympathy with 
the former lory minis ter who 
despaired of having to share 
Irakis with “dreadful human be- 
ings". Social we may be, but the 
closer you get to someone else's 
armpits, the less appealing the 
charm of the crowd becomes. 
Yet. later this year, many of us, 
indudingyours truly, will shell 
out the sort of money that 
could keep an entire African vil- 
lage going for a year, just for the 
pleasure of spending two or 
three days jammed into the 
biggest crowd on earth. 

Wbrid Cup games will be wit- 
nessed by total crowds of up to 
two million. But worldwide, 
the organisers are boasting a 
likely global audience of more 
than a billion for some individ- 
ual games - probably those in- 
volving the Brazilians. The TV 
spectators will, of course, have 
all the advantages: they can 
watch in the comfort of their 
own homes, they do not have to 
travel to the stadium, they can 
see the action replays on those 
dodgy offside decisions, they get 
John Motson's commentary, 
plus the saintly Ruud Guilin's 
reflections on the art of soccer 
- and you don’t haw to pay a 
penny extra. The cost of black 
market tickets, given the miser- 
ly allocation to British fans, will 
no doubt be astronomical 

The Home Secretary esti- 
mates that demand might well 
outstrip supply by 1,000 to one. 
lb his credit he kept a straight 
face as he said this; though he 
is probably feeling pretty smug, 
being almost the only Cabinet 


minister given permission to 
attend the tournament (Mr 
Blair desperately’ wants to avoid 
charges of ministerial junket- 
ing.). For good measure, Jack 
Straw also pointed out that the 
place would be full of hooligans, 
and that he is going to the 
lengths of setting up a Hooligan 
Hotline, so that we can shop the 
troublemakers in advance. So 
what on earth is the attraction 
of going to France, having to eat 
their horses, listen to their aw- 
ful pop music, and having to pay 
several hundred smackers for 
the pleasure? In the modem 
world, shouldn't these violent, 
expensive, unpleasant, mass 
gatherings be a thing of the past? 

Most of today’s major cable 
and enter tainm ent companies 
reckon so. They will show you 
their promotional reels if you 
stand around their lobby for 
more than 30 seconds; one of 
the largest outfits conjures up 
avision of aworld in which you 
can shop, bank, leant, laugh, 
talk, view, play games - almost 
every imaginable activity - 
through your computer and 
the Internet. This is the brave 
new world predicted in an ob- 
scure but telling science fiction 
short story written nearly half 
a century ago- It is set in a time, 
far into the future, when human 
beings need never move from 
their own comfortable, padded, 
cubbyholes. Fbod, TV virtual re- 
ality vacations, education, com- 
pany (real or robotic) can be 
provided instantly at the flick of 
a switch in your specially fitted 
arm rest. Bodily waste and flu- 
ids disappear conveniently; re- 
pairs are carried out by 
machines. Reproduction can 


be performed by some distant 
laboratory somewhere; death, as 
a ritual of collective mourning, 
is unknown. In litis world, peo- 
ple never need to meeL Except 
ihaL as ever, there is a rebel who 
derides to tiv to meet his moth- 
er, only to discover to his shock 
what he had never recognised 
in himself: the human form 
had become so attenuated that 
she was become little more 
than a head with a couple of 
shrivelled, useless body parts 
tacked on. 

Though the permanently 
sealed cocoon might be a hu- 
mane way of solving the prob- 
lem of the Gallagher brothers, 
the closer that we come to this 
sort of nirvana, the less attrac- 
tive it seems to be overall It is 
not so long ago that we were be- 
ing scared to death by the Cas- 
sandras who claimed that the 
video shop would prove to be 
the assassin of the cinema; we 
would all be sitting at home 
watching tapes rather than go- 
ing out to the movies. Precise- 
ly the reverse has happened; it 
is the video remal business 
that now seems in trouble, as 
we once again trumpet the re- 
naissance of the British big 
screen. 

In spile of the fact we can 
now experience most great 
events on our own private 
ground, we consistently choose 
to join the crowd This weekend 
a hundred thousand or so coun- 
tryside supporters will be on the 
streets of London for a collec- 
tive ramble; last year, hundreds 
of thousands came to London 
for the funeral of Princess 
Diana; three years ago, virtually 
the whole nation found itself in 


Living in the country doesn’t mean I like hunters or hunting 
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ceived compensation when two 
of her pedigree Charolais ewes 
aborted their lambs as a result 
of trespass by the Shropshire 
Hunt. She sympathised with my 
position but told me that get- 
ting a legal injunction against 
the hunt would be futile; unless 
the hunt gives a 10 -mile exclu- 
sion zone to property, it cannot 
avoid trespass. Why should 
hunts be above the law? 

The hunt disrupts the lives 
of working farmers, they 
trespass and they damage prop- 
erty. Supporters of this blood- 
sport claim that this is a “town 
versus country” issue but I 
have certainly never had a 
problem with so-called “town- 
ies" invading my property and 
allowing their dogs to roam un- 
controlled among the sheep. 

I have bad no written apol- 
ogy from the hunt, nor payment 
for damage incun-ed to a fence. 
On one particular occasion, in 
November 1996, the hunt's 
horses and hounds galloped 
across the field newly seeded 
with grass and their excuse was 
that they had to follow the 
hounds which had run along the 
nearby rail track - which in it- 
self is a civil offence. Their un- 
expected presence had made my 
pony jump out of his paddock 
mto a neighbour’s field, which 
had unforced boundaries, on to 
the road and rail track. My pony 


is difficult to catch and if I had 
not been at home to rescue him, 
he would have been seriously in- 
jured or even killed from re- 
maining loose. If I had been 
informed that the hunt was in 
the area, he would have been 
safely stabled. 

On that same day, the 
hounds also invaded my neigh- 
bour’s wildlife sanctuary and 
scattered her birds in all di- 


mostly I receive a warning call 
from a neighbour. Therefore, 
when the Warwickshire Hunt 
gallops down the road, the 
feeling is one of being am- 
bushed and the trespass feels 
like a physical violation. 

This may sound dramatic, but 
when you are on foot, againa 30 
horse-backed riders, hum sup- 
porters and a similar number of 
bounds, you are outnumbered 



rections, causing enormous dis- 
tress. The British Field Sports 
Society have told me their 
hounds “only” kill five domes- 
tic cats a year. Very reassuring 
- so my farm cat is also at risk. 

I work from home and en- 
joy the peace and quiet of the 
countryside. We should receive 
postcards to inform us when 
there is a meet in the area, but 
they are not always sent - 


by a “mob". The fact is that I 
cannot prevent them from 
IdOing a fox on my property, nor 
can I prevent them from invad- 
ing my land. I have sent them 
maps, I have telephoned them, 
written to them by recorded de- 
livery and yet my civil rights are 
stiU violated- 

I have to be home on the day 
of the hunt in order to protect 
my beloved countryside from 


being invaded by individuals 
and animals whose activity I 
find repulsive and abhorrent. 
And I remain under threat 
twice a week right through the 
hunting season. 

Many supporters of Michael 
Foster's bill to end fox hunting 
have chosen to defend hunting 
on the basis that a ban would 
infringe civil liberties. What 
about the rights of the individ- 
ual whose property and live- 
stock is constantly under threat 
of trespass and mayhem? Who 
is defending those dvfl rights? 
It is laughable that the hunt sup- 
porters include me, a country 
dweller, as a supporter of the 
Countryside Alliance cam- 
paign. The Countryside Al- 
liance does not speak for the 
majority of people in the coun- 
tryside. In fact a recent MORI 
poll showed that 57 per cent of 
people living in rural areas 
support the Foster Bill. How 
dare the Countryside Alliance 
purport to speak on my behalf 
- nothing could be further 
from the truth. 

As an arable farmer, foxes 
are very welcome on my farm: 
they kill rabbits and rats which 
can cause economic loss. Fox- 
es are also a beautiful sight in 
the wild. Small lambs that die 
in a field overnight are occa- 
sionally picked up by foxes as 
an easy meal Then they get 


blamed for killing lambs which 
have died from natural causes. 

The fanner who complains 
of a fox in his chicken house is 
blaming the fox for his own in- 
competence. It is very simple to 
safeguard livestock from any 
threat a fox may bring to the 
farm. Decent animal husbandry 
takes care of that. If an indi- 
vidual fox is a pest, there is a 
cost effective and humane way 
of killing: it takes the form of 
a gun and a skilled mar ksman. 
I cannot imagine ever having a 
fox population in my area that 
would necessitate a cull but 
even if this were to come about, 
I do not believe that 30 hors- 
es, a pack of hounds and a man 
in a pink jacket blowing a horn 
would be the most effective 
form of pest control! 

I am a member of the Coun- 
try Landowners Association, 
which supports foxhuntin g. 
They advocate the freedom of 
choice for landowners to decide 
whether or not they will allow 
hunting on their land. The 
reality, however, is that I have 
chosen to be no part of this ac- 
tivity; but if a fox runs on to my 
land the hunt are unable to call 
the hounds off the scent. 

I wish every success to 
Michael Foster’s Bill to give us 
country dwellers a peaceful 
life free from these hooligans 
on horseback. 


huge- parties to mark the 50th 
anniversary of VE Day, and 
Euro 96 caught the imagination 
in a way few predicted. I need 
hardly labour the growing at- 
traction of our most popular na- 
tional festival the Notting Hill 
Carnival to make the point. 

It is not an adequate expla- 
nation to say that human beings 
are social beings; we can be so- 
cial in small numbers, at wed- 
dings, funerals and christenings. 
But we like the crowd more and 
more rather than less and less. 
There isn't a specific number 
that makes a crowd; but I guess 
that we are talking about those 
moments when numbers are 
large enough to allow the in- 
dividual to be completely 
anonymous, to shed his or her 
own personal baggage for a 
moment, and to merge with 
others, many of whom we may 
not know. 

Modern Britain, it would 
seem, wants to share the expe- 
rience -whatever it is- with as 
many others as we can. In times 
when this kind of experience is 
sought more than ever, it feels 
odd that the controversy over 
the biggest single national event 
that will occur in most of our 
lifetimes has become so fo- 
cused on a building. The Dome 
matters, but the question we will 
ask in the next century is: where 
were you when the dock struck 


L2 on December 31, 1999? So 
what should we be doing on that 
day and night? 

I’ve argued before in this col- 
umn that we should prepare to 
hold the biggest party ever seen 
on that night - linking up hun- 
dreds of sites (football grounds, 
concert halls, shopping cen- 
tres, churches across the nation ) 
by satellite. Local artists and 
performers should be there to 
amuse the crowds, and there 
should be bread and circuses 
aplenty. 

Chris Smith announced yes- 
terday that £100m of the lotteiy 
proceeds would be going into 
festival-type evenls. That’s 
good; but these should not be 
restricted to village fairs and 
parties. There should be a right 
old knees-up, of the kind that 
no technology, no matter how 
sophisticated, can provide. Only 
the unique human experience 
of being in a crowd car. give us 
that feeling. A good chunk of 
the cash should be allocated to 
ensure that our memory of that 
night is not jast the countdown 
to the new millennium, howev- 
er beautifully enunciated by 
Tbtry, or Cilia or whoever; it 
should be the mother of all cel- 
ebrations where we can eat. 
drink, roar songs together and 
dance pressed “Back to back/ 
Belly to belly", as we 
Caribbcans would put il 
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HERE'S THE REMEDY. 

The Diamond Card from Alliance 8c, 
Leicester. It’s new. It's effective. And it 
conmiiu cwo unique new ingredients 
which ‘are a prescription to save money. 

Firet, if you regularly pay interest on 
your credit cards you can immediately 
relieve symptoms by calling our Quick 
Quote Line and finding out on the spot 
bow much you could save with a low 
interest rate from just 8.9% APR on 
transferred balances. 

And then - once you’re accepted as a 
cardholder - there's an optional Tailored 
Repayment Plan which could help 
completely clear your balance. 

Plus of course, all the benefits that 
you'd expect from a leading credit cord. 

■T Exceptional APR, from Just 8.9% on 
transferred balances GUARANTEED until 
your transferred balance Is paid off 

"T Low rate of 13.9% APR on all standard 
purchases 

T No annual fee. ever 


Apply today. 
CALL FREE 


0500 86 86 86 

Quoting ref: NY1003 

Lines open 24 hours a day, 365 days a year 
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Flextech close 


to BSkyB 


supply deal 


By Peter Thai Larsen 


British Sky Broadcasting, the satellite tele- 
vision group, is close to a deal with Flex- 
tech, the programme provider, to carry 
Flextecb's channels on BSkyB’s digital 
satellite service when it launches in June. 

Discussions have been taking place this 
week between Mark Booth, BSkyB's chief 
executive, and Roger Luard, his counter- 
part at Flextech. Sources close to the dis- 
cussions think a deal could be signed 
within the next few weeks. BSkyB and Flex- 
tech both refused to comment. 

A deal with Flextech would give BSkyB 
access to a number of channels based on 
BBC programmes. Flextech has an exclu- 
sive 30-year joint venture to package pro- 
grammes from the BBC as commercial 
television channels for broadcast via cable 
and satellite. 

The venture, known as UKTV, currently 
supplies UK Gold, a channel based on old 
BBC comedies and soap operas, to 
BSkyB's existing satellite service. Anoth- 
er three channels - UK Arena, UK Hori- 
zons and UK Style - are currently available 
via cable. 

Under the terms of the deal, however. 
BSkyB would make all four channels avail- 
able to subscribers to its digital service. 
Viewers would also have access to Flextech’s 
other channels, including Bravo and Liv- 
ing, which are already available via BSkyB's 
existing service. 

UKTV is also planning to launch an- 
other four channels, including a music pack- 
age and a sports entertainment offering, all 
of which would be made available to 
BSkyB digital subscribers. 

The deal will provide a boost to both 
BSkyB and Flextech. BSkyB needs to of- 
fer a good range of programmes when it 
launches its 200-channel digital service in 


June. Although it already plans to offer pre- 
mium sports and movie channels, its cur- 
rent offering is short on basic channels 
which do not require extra payment. Mean- ’ 


ital television viewers as it can reach. 

The move is likely to give BSkyB the nec- 
essary credibility to attract other pro- 
gramme packagers from other suppliers. 

Flextech has already agreed to supply 
a package of four channels including UK 
Gold and UK Horizons to British Digital 
Broadcasting, the joint venture between 
Granada and Carlton which is planning to 
launch in the autumn. 

Previous discussions between BSkyB and 
Flextech are thought to have foundered on 
the issue of price. In the meantime, Flex- 
tech has been exploring other options to 
get access to British viewers. These included 
exploring launching its own package of pro- 
grammes, which would be marketed sep- 
arately. The company also suggested a deal 
which would see it mount a reverse 
takeover of BDB, thereby giving it an eq- 
uity stake in the broadcaster and provid- 
ing BDB with a stock market listing. 

However, the deal would make those 
moves unnecessary. It is also likely to be en- 
thusiastically received by shareholders in both 
companies. Flextech shares ended the day 
up 21p at 525p, while BSkyB shares put on 
3p to 393p. Both companies' share prices have 
been under pressure recently as investors fret- 
ted about the prospects for digital tetevsjan. 

Meanwhile Castle Transmission In- 
ternational (CTT), the company which 
handles television transmission for the 
BBC and a number of radio and mobile 
phone groups, yesterday said it planned 
to invest £100m in broadcasting capacity 
after it was confirmed as the supplier of 
the BBC’s Digital Terrestrial Television 
service. 
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Three years’ grace: Merged company may escape regulatory controls on ferries such as P & O’s The Pride of Cherbourg’ 


Beckett delays cap on P&O Channel prices 


By Terry Macalister 


P&O and Siena, the cross-Channel ferry 
giants, will not face a cap on the prices they 
can charge on their cross-Channel short routes 
for at least three years, it emerged yesterday 
as the Government gave the joint venture the 
green light The companies expect the ferry 
line to commence business on 10 March. 

The surprise decision by Margaret Beck- 
ett, President of the Board of Trade, follows 
a lobbying campaign by Lord Sterling, P&O 
chairman, to treat the ferry firms more 
leniently. Mrs Beckett said in November that 
a price cap would be triggered by the end of 
duty free sales in 1999. But yesterday these 
requirements were watered down. 

The price cap, which does not apply to 


freight, will only commence in March 2001 
and the European Commission can extend 
this date if it wishes. 

The cap depends on duty free sales be- 
ing abolished in 1999 and on P&O/Stena and 
Eurotunnel controlling between them 90 per 
cent of the market. Currently the three com- 
panies have an 82 per cent stake. 

P&O and Stena wQl remove three of the 
14 vessels they operate on three major 
routes including Dover-Calais. At least 500, 
mainly seafaring, jobs wffl be lost in the re- 
structuring. P&O estimates the two feny com- 
panies will save £75m but will take a £38m 
restructuring charge in 1998. 

Russ Peters, head of P&O European Fer- 
ries (UK), will be managing director of the 
new entity owned, which is 60 per cent by 


P&O and 40 per cent by Stena of Sweden. 
Joint chairmen Lord Sterling and Dan Steu 
Oissen welcomed the go-ahead which they 
have fougfat for since 1993. 

They said in a joint statement: “This is ex- 
cellent news. Any remaining uncertainty 
has now been removed.” 

The City gave the go-ahead a warm wel- 
come, pushing up P&O's share price 7p to 
777p. Eurotunnel saw the development as a 
good opportunity to raise prices. 

For P&O , the joint venture is another step 
in a broader corporate restructuring that be- 
gan in 1996. In a bid to bring return on cap- 
ital up to 15 per cent Lord Sterling has sold 
off property, floated off Bovis Homes, and 
established joint ventures for his bulk and con- 
tainer shipping arms. 


A & L blames mortgage slump on windfall effect 


By Lea Paterson 


Alliance & Leicester (A&L), the 
UK bank, pleased the City yes- 
terday with a robust set of an- 
nual results. Underlying 
operating profit, which excludes 
non-rccu rang costs, rose 18 per 
cent to £423m. The increase 
comes despite a slump in the 
A&Ls share of net mortgage 
lending in the second half of the 
year. 

“It was a good set of figures, 
better than anticipated”, said 
Inigo Edsberg, analyst at Pan- 
more Gordon. 

Some in the City were dis- 
appointed that A&L, which 
converted from a building so- 
ciety to a bank last spring, did 
not follow in the Woolwich's 
footsteps and issue a special 
divideud. 

However, Peter White, 
A&Ls chief executive, raised 


hopes of a share buyback or a 
special dividend later in the 
year. 

He stated the bank would 
first look to use Its excess capi- 
tal, which stands at around 
£700m, to fund organic growth 
or to make suitable acquisi- 
tions. “If we cannot use capital 


effectively in this manner we will 
return It to shareholders”, he 
said. 

The A&L will ask its share- 
holders for the authority to buy 
back up to 10 per cent of its 
shares at its annual general 
meeting later this year. 

Unlike many of its com- 


petitors, the bank has no in- 
tention of expanding over- 
seas. Richard Pym, finance 
director, said: “We’ve no Eu- 
ropean adventures planned 
... we’ve got so much to do in 
the UK”. 

Mr Pym said the most like- 
ly areas for acquisitions m the 


coming year were life assurance 
and unit trusts. 

The dividend rose 28 percent 
to 14.4p per share, netting a min- 
imum payout of £36 for those 
A&L investors who kept hold of 
their windfall shares. Yesterday 
the shares gained a further 
18.5p to dose at 965p. 


The slump in the bank’s net 
mortgage lending - which 
equals total (or gross) mortgage 
lending less mortgage repay- 
ments -in the second half of the 
year was attributed by Mr Pym 
to impact of conversion. 

According to Mr Pym, A&Ls 
share of aet mortgage lending 


Lloyds TSB eyes up Credit Lyonnais takeover bid 


The banking sector was awash with mexg- 
er rumours yet again yesterday. Lloyds 
TSB admitted to baying run its ruler over 
Credit Lyonnais, the French bank, and 
Hambros, the banking group, said it was 
in talks to sell its estate agency and in- 
surance arms, writes Lea Paterson. 

It also emerged there would be 
“s ign i fi ca n t redundancies” in Ham- 
bnw’ core hanking operations following 
their sale to Sodfli G£n£rale of France. 

In an interview with Le Figaro, the 


French newspaper; Sir Brian Pitman, 
chairman of Lloyds TSB, said be would 
like to boy Credit Lyonnais, bat was put 
off by the regulatory and political cli- 
mate in France. Sir Brian drew atten- 
tion to France’s “bureaucratic burden” 
and its inflexible labour market. 

Lloyds has frequently expressed its 
desire for further acquisitions. At the 
presentation of the group’s annual re- 
sults a fortnight ago. Sir Brian said: “We 
are rapidly building up excess capital 


which we would prefer to use to make 
an acquisition. We are generating more 
than £lbn in surplus fruds.” 

Shares in Credit Lyonnais hit a 
three-year high in Paris yesterday as 
analysts took stock of Sir Brian's com- 
ments. The Paris financial communi- 
ty was said to be cheered by the 
prospect that the French bank could at- 
tract quality buyers when it is eventu- 
ally finally pot up for sale. The French 
government has to dispose of its ma- 


jority stake in the bank before the year 

2000. 

Meanwhile, Hambros, the banking 
group, said it was considering a num- 
ber of expressions of interest in its re- 
maining businesses - Hambro 
Countrywide, the estate agency and 
Hambros Insurance Services Group. 

The group also said it had complet- 
ed the sale of its core banking businesses 
to Sodete Generate. The JE300m sale was 
first announced in December. 


feO because customers were us- 
ing their windfall payments to 
partially pay back their mort- 
gages. 

The bank's share of net 
mortgage lending fell from 2.3 
percent in 1997 to 1.5 per cent 
in 1996. 

A number of the recently- 
converted building societies, 
such as the Woolwich, have re- 
ported similar slowdowns in 
net mortgage lending, and have 
claimed this was due to in- 
creases in mortgage repayments. 

However, their competitors 
believe the slowdown reflects un- 
derlying uncompeti tiveness, 
claiming the recently convened 
buikting societies have lost many 
customers in recent months. 

These customers, it is said, 
were unwilling to change mort- 
gage providers earlier in the year 
for fear of losing out on their 
free windfall shares. 


Pan American WtrfdAinrays.^ flw 

the US yesterday, is to df 3 *®. 
for refinancing to put the earner 

ter a bearing in a bankrupt^ 

in Miami . 

It ceased afl operations y«- 

terday, stranding hundreds ot 
passengers in New York and at its 

home-base of Miami. 

passengers arriving far flight 
y este rday were greeted by signs in- 
forming them of the cancellations 

and instructions on obtaining re- 

funds. The airline carried about 
5 , 000 passengers daily lo 14anes. 

With its sky-blue logo and let- 
tering. Pan Am will once again be 

absent from the skies- The latest 
version of Pan Am was created m 
1996 as a domestic regional air- 
fjnfi Its owners and managers were 
retying in part on public goodwill 
towards a brand that evoked the 
pioneering days of flight. 

Unfortunately. Ran Am also 
has one much darker association 
-with the 1988 Lockerbie disas- 
ter in Scotland. The tragedy 
contributed to the demise of the 
original Pan American which fi- 
nally went out of business in 
1991. 

Aviation analysts yesterday 
said the carrier’s main mistake was 
trying to establish itself as a ma- 
jor ^ US airline, with crass-continent 
routes, too quickly. Pan Am was 
offering luxury service in wide- 
body Airbus aircraft, while trying 
to keep costs down to those of dis- 
count rivals. 

The corporate parent remains 
alive, however, and “will contin- 
ue to seek outside sources of fi- 
nancing, or a merger, to attempt 
to resuscitate the antine m the near 
future", a statement said. 

Only a week ago. Ran Am at- 
tempted to staunch losses by 
grounding two Airbus aircraft 
and lying off 225 staff. It let go 
550 vrorkers last September when 
it acquired Carnival Air, a no-frifls 
Miami carrier. Rtn Am had hoped 
to gain sufficient critical mass with 
Carnival to compete better with 
rivals. 

Before the bankruptcy an- 
nouncement, shares in Pan Am 
were already at a paltry $0.75 
(45p), compared with a high of 
$13375, reached on 27 Septem- 
ber 1996, one day after the carri- 
er went public. 

While industry consultants 
noted thai US airlines have often 
gone into bankruptcy and re- 
emerged later -including Conti- 
nental and TWA - there was scant 
optimism that the Pin Am planes 
would be in the air again in the 
near future. 


Trust Motor approach worries institutions 


By Michael Harrison 


INSTITUTIONAL investors in 
Trust Motor GrouD, the car 


Trust Motor Group, the car 
distributor formerly known as 
Barr and Wallace Arnold, ex- 
pressed concern yesterday after 
the company disclosed it had re- 
reived a bid approach from its 
nanagement priced at about the 
ict asset value of the business. 

The management team is led 
>y Nicholas Barr who owns 
’ per cent of the company. His 
irother Robert and Trust 
Motor's former chairman Mal- 
olm Barr own a further 9 per 
cm. 

The company said that, pro- 


vided discussions reached a 
saiisfactoiy conclusion, it ex- 
pected an offer of around 220p 
valuing the company at £33m. 
Less than nine months ago, the 
shares were trading at 343p. 

In August last year the com- 
pany sold its Wallace Arnold 
coach tours business for £42m 
to a management buy-out team 
and paid crut a 120p special div- 
idend to shareholders costing 
£l8m- Since then the shares 
have drifted down by more 
than 200p. Yesterday’s bid an- 
nouncement lilted the shares 
from 1393p to 1963p. 

One large shareholder said: 
“We will want to look at this 


deal very carefully to make 
sure shareholders are not being 
legged over.” 

Another institution said: 
“We will scrutinise the deal 
once it is in the open and if we 
don’t fed it is a good price we 
will be looking for other buyers 
to step in.” 

Richard Bell, Trust Motor’s 
finance director who is not part 
of the buyout team, and the non- 
executive directors formed an in- 
dependent committee to review 
the offer and asked its advisers 
Hambros to seek other indicative 
bids. As a result the independent 
directors are in discussions with 
one other potential purchaser 
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Argos investors unhappy about generous terms for departing chief 


By Nigel Cope 

City Correspondeni 


apart from the management 
team. Trust Motor operates a 
number of Ford, Vbuxhall and 
Peugeot dealerships and bought 
a body repair business last De- 
cember. in the half year to last 
June it made a £2 3m pre-tax 
profit on turnover of £122m. 


INSTITUTIONAL investors 
in Argos are unhappy about the 
“overly generous" extra pay- 
ments being made to Bob Stew- 
art, the company’s finance 
director, who is stepping down 
later this year. They are also 
unim pressed by the timing of 
the announcement which was 
made on Thursday in the small 
print of the defence document 
They are concerned that it 
leaves Argos fighting the £1 .6bn 
hostile bid from Great Univer- 
sal Stores with a chief executive 
who has only been in the job for 


three weeks and a finance di- 
rector who is leaving. 

“It doesn’t fill you with great 
confidence." one said. “So far, 
they are basing their defence on 
the company's track record. 
But if the people responsible for 
that performance are going, 
that is a concern. “ 

Argos has increased Mr 
Stewart's pay from £200,000 to 
£360,000 from April and is pay- 
ing him a one-off bonus of 
£196,000. 

One senior fund manager 
said the payments were sur- 
prisingly generous. “The sums 
they are banding over are quite 
extraordinary. They are putting 


his salary up. increasing his 
pension and bringing it forward. 
It could work out at £2m.” 

However, some investors 
were more supportive, saying 
Argos did not have the reputa- 
tion of being a lavish paver and 
that iu? probity should be wel- 
comed. “I think they have been 
pretty straight about ii one 
said. 

City analysts and investors 
have expressed concerns about 
the way details of Mr Stewart’s 
departure were buried in the 
small print at the back of the de- 
fence document The docu- 
ment itself has been greeted 
with a lukewarm reaction in the 


City which expressed surprise 
about the lack of detail in the 
current trading statement and 
toe absence of news on a sne- 
cial dividend. “The defence 
does not seem sparkling." one 

Stuart Rose, the new chief 
executive, is looking al lhree 
mam areas to improve trading 
performance. These are 

provements to the catalogue to 

™ ke 11 ra °re niodenTU 
provements t 0 the stores to 
make them rao re 
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What Genghis has to teach us about mergers 


JEREMY 

WARNER 

ON WHY THE CITY IS 
WRONG A BOUT TH E 
GLAXO WELLCOME 
MERGER WITH 
SMITH KLINE 
BEECHAM 


SOMEWHERE deep in the Vatican's Pa- 
pal archive there lies, an exchange nfcum:- 
spfMidencc dating back to the mid thirteenth 
am tiny between the llien Piipe and Guyuk 
Mian, grandson of the legendary Genghis. 
, Mongol conqueror. Loosely trans- 

lated. it reads something like this. 

Pope to Khan: -You are a sinner of the 
worst possible kind and I am hurt to my very 
soul by the damage you are causing. How. 
ever, if you come to Rome and repenu I can 
oner you the gift of baptism, redemption 
and ever lasting life". 

Mian to Pope: “1 do not understand what 
you arc saying. As head of this great dynast)', 
I am already descended directly from God. 
In any case, having studied ail the world's 
major religions, I find one very much like 
another. However, if you come to mv court 
and worship at my feet, I promise not to sack 
Rome and not to slay you, as i have slayed 
others". 

1 cite this stoiy to make a point about 
personal and cultural incompatibility, of 
which we have read much this week with 
the breakdown of the planned merger be- 
tween Glaxo Wellcome and SmilhKIinc 
Beech am. 

There was a lime when the Holy Roman 
Empire and the Ripe deh'heratefy courted 
the Mongols as allies against Islam. An al- 
liance of interest was proposed, in effect a 
merger. It is not hard to imagine how in the 
corporate parlance of today this might haw 
heen sold to sceptical chieftains and cardi- 
nals. Just think what we could achieve to- 


gether. the Pope might have said. Combine 
your military might and unrivalled admin- 
istrative skills with die unifying force and 
commanding spiritual power of my religion 
and we’d have a world beater of truly glob- 
al proportions. 

Ft was never to be. The great Khan be- 
lieved himself directly descended from 
God, a proposition the Pope could never 
accept, even though it was not dissimilar to 
that of his own us Christ’s vicar on earth di- 
rectly descended through apostolic succes- 
sion from St Peter the Apostk. When it came 
to slaughter and pillage. Ihe two probably 
had more in common than the Church 
would like to admit. But fundamentally they 
were different. The Chureh saved its wrath 
for Muslims and heretics. The Mongols 
made no such distinction. 

Culturally and personally, then, the two 
empires - the one spiritual but with a heavy 
hand on the secular, the other entirely sec- 
ular- could never ally themselves. Cultur- 
ally they were too dissimilar, and personally 
their titular heads occupied positions pret- 
ty much identical to each other, “if I'm em- 
peror, what does that make you?", they 
might have said one to another. In unison. 
I hey would have answered their own ques- 
tion thus: “Why, my servant, of course. ” 

1 don’t want to stretch the analogy too 
far. For a start it is not dear who. between 
the Yorkshire grit of Sir Richard Sykes of 
Glaxo, and the go getting determination of 
Jan Leschly of SmilhKIinc, would best be 
cast as the great Khan. No douht both would 


regard it as insulting to be passed over and 
assigned the role of Pope. But plainly we 
can learn something from the parallel. In 
the City, the collapse of the merger talks is 
widely Mamed on a dash of personality, on 
the inability of either to accept they should 
play second fiddle to the other. Outrage! 
How dare these people let their egos get in 
the way of all that shareholder value, every- 
one says. 

But actually, in truth, is this not just the 
way of the world? Is it real!)' passible for 
big, successful, autocratically run corporate 
empires to be merged on agreed and equal 
terms? Or are the cultural differences and 
the fact that invariably both basses believe 
themselves and the corporate model they 
have created superior to the other, obsta- 
cles that are just too big to surmount, hi (he 
City no obstade would be deemed large 
enough to stand between the investment 
banker and his fee. Ask him to knock down 
Everest and he would attempt to do it. But 
whether these mega mergers are either in 
the public interest, or the longer term in- 
terests of shareholders, is a different thing. 

The arguments in favour of big consol- 
idating mergers are well rehearsed, Essen- 
tially they are to do with scale, cost cutting, 
and the enhanced market clout of the larg- 
er organisation. In pharmaceuticals there 
is a separate “gee-whiz" technology justifi- 
cation tacked on. At its most basic, this is 
simply to do with the enhanced prospect of 
drug discov ery and development that a larg- 
er research and development budget brings. 


But it also has to do with the rival tech- 
nologies that different pharmaceutical com- 
panies are developing. SmithKJine is 
coRskk’rcd strong in gene identification tech- 
nology, or genomics, and has invested 
heavily in it. Glaxo's great hope for the fu- 
ture is its investment in combinatorial 
chemistry. Both technologies, it is said, of- 
fer the prospect of a quantum leap in drug 
discovery, development and healthcare. 
Put the two together and the combination 
would be unbeatable. 

The trouble is that nobody knows 
whether this proposition is true. The best 
guarantee of consumer choice and inter- 
est is nearly always competition and di- 
versity. lb believe this is reversed in iJbe case 
of pharmaceuticals, and that it is hegemony 
that is capable of producing the best re- 
sult, is to suspend the accepted laws of eco- 
nomics. 

The public interest is one thing. What 
about the long term interests of investors? 
These things can be made to work, and to 
generate value. Both SmithKline Beecham 
and Glaxo Wellcome are themselves the re- 
sult of successful mergers. What tends to 
happen in the successful merger, however, 
is not a coming together and mixing of two 
corporate cultures, but a subsuming of one 
by the other. The financial terms of the deal 
may justify the description merger, but in 
practice what is occurring is a takeover. The 
laws of natural selection reign, and a dom- 
inant species emerges. 

What seems to have happened with 


Glaxo/SmithKline is that Sir Richard took 
it into his head that Mr Leschly's centralised 
way of pinning things with its rigid lines of 
reporting and responsibility (the S m it hK line 
corporate model in other words) was whol- 
ly inappropriate for Glaxo. Since Mr 

Leschly was to be chief executive of the com- 
bined company, this was obvious typing to 
be a problem. You can call that ego. if you 
like, but plainly it is reflective of more fun- 
damental differences. If the next few years 
was to be spent in factional infighting and 

scheming, the merger would have ended up 

causing more barm than good to share- 
holder value. 

The City still wants this merger to hap- 
pen. The solution would seem to be, then, 
to get one company to take over the oth- 
er - to bring about a situation, as it were, 
where Genghis Khan is allowed to sack 
Rome. Since these days investors don’t on 
the whole approve of hostile takeovers, with 
the bid premium they invariably involve, 
the battle would have to be fought on 
neutral terms. The choice would not be the 
usual one of accepting an offer or reject- 
ing it, but between two opposed manage- 
ment approaches. 

That choice could be put either directly 
to institutions, many of which own shares 
in both companies, or more practically it 
could be made by non executive directors. 
Better still, the two companies could de- 
cide to call it quits and go their own sep- 
arate ways. Some mergers just aren t 
meant to happen. 
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Forest’s promotion 
gamble highlights 
football's cash divide 


Coffee Republic plans to treble rts outlets after £8.5m placing 


By Andrew Yates 


NOTTINGHAM Forest yes- 
terday highlighted the growing 
gulf between the financial for- 
tunes of football clubs in the 
Premier League and the First 
• Division by suggesting it would 
bave to sell star players and 
slash costs if its gamble to win 
promotion this season fails. 

The club, which was relegat- 
ed from the Premiership last sea- 
son. but is currently second in the 
First Division behind Middles- 
borough, is docking up huge 
losses by keeping on expensive 
players in a make-or-break effort 
to get back lo the top. 

In an example of how the in- 
fluence of the City has pervaded 
the modern game, Notting- 
ham Forest will have to cut back 
dramatically on expenses to 
make up for lost millions of TV 
revenues if it stays in the lower 
division. 

“As a public limited com- 
pany. over the long term our 
^ cost base has got to be in line 
with our revenues. We are very 
conscious of the fact that we 


cannot keep on losing money.” 
said Philip Soar, Nottingham 
Forest’s chief executive 
yesterday. 

The average Premier 
League dub receives £8m from 
BSkyB. Ihe satellite broad- 
caster, to screen live games. 
However First Division dubs 
typically get just £800,000. That 
gap is due to widen even fur- 
ther, with teams in the top flight 
likely to receive payments well 
in excess of £10ra over the com- 
ing few seasons. 

Nottingham Forest made a 
loss of£6-5ra in the six months 
lo November. The players and 
staff bill of £4.7m meant it made 
a loss of £2.4m at the operat- 
ing level. It also spent £4m on 
transfer fees. 

A group of financiers, in- 
cluding Philip Soar, Nigel 
Wray, the property magnate, 
and Irving Scholar, the former 
Ibltenham chairman, bought 
the dub, famous as 1979 and 
1980 European Cup winners, in 
March for £16m. Since then 
they have spent £11 m on 
players, and only raised £3J?m 


from transfers, including the 
sale of Brian Roy, the Dutch in- 
ternational. 

The dub raised £2.6m by 
selling new shares at 7Dp. in a 
flotation lust October. Howev- 
er the shares fell another lp to 
57.5p yesterday. Mr Soar said 
the poor performance matched 
the slump in football sector gen- 
erally which has proved a turn 
off for investors over the last 12 
months. 

Meanwhile Wigan Athletic, 
another dub hoping to break 
into the big time, announced 
that it had appointed Alfred 
McAlpine, the construction 
group, to build a £24.5m new 
25,000 all-scater stadium. 

David Whelan, chairman 
of Wigan Athletic, plans to 
build a dual purpose stadium 
on the site of an old atbletics 
ground at Robin Park, which 
will also house Wigan Whrriors, 
Ihe rugby league team. Mr 
Whelan raised almost £17m last 
summer from selling shares in 
J JB Sports, his sports goods re- 
tail chain, to fund the new de- 
velopment. 



Coffee Republic, the chain of coffee bars 
founded by an ex-investment banker and his 
sister and backed by the Bahamas-based 
millionaire Joe Lewis, is raising £{L5m to 
treble its number of outlets. The AIM-fisted 
company has brought in Nicholas Jeffrey, 
the former Cantors boss, as chairman. A 
placing of 40 minion shares at 2lp will 


enable Coffee Republic to increase its chain 
from II to 35 with new outlets in London, 
Manchester and Newcastle. The company 
was formed in 1995 by Bobby Hashemt, 
formerly of Lehman Brothers, and his aster 
Sahar, a sofidtor. The placaig will value the 
business at £UL5m and reduce their 
combined holding to 16 per cent. 


Glaxo may get institutions’ support for bid 
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By Andrew Yates 

GLAXO Wellcome may re- 
ceive tile support of a number 
of large institutional investors 
if it launches a no-premium 
hostile bid for SmithKline 
Beecham, it emerged yesterday. 
4^ But some of Glaxo’s share- 
^ holders are understood to luke- 
warm about the prospect of the 
group offering a large premi- 
um for SmithKline, which 
could destroy some of the po- 
tential value created by the 
deal. 

Merger talks between the 


two drugs giants, that would be 
have led to the largest corpo- 
rate deal in history, broke down 
on Monday night- 

“We would be interested in 
getting back some of the value 
that was promised to us but was 
taken away. But paying a pre- 
mium could prove risky.” said 
one fund manger. 

News that Glaxo was con- 
templating a hostile bid for the 
group sent shares in SmithKline 
up 51p to 779p yesterday in ear- 
ly trading before they slipped 
back to 760p. Glaxo’s shares fell 
57 p to 1700p on fears that it 


might be templed lo pay a large 
premium for its rival. 

Analysts painted out that 
Glaxo would have to overcome 
several obstacles to launch a no- 
premium hostile bid for 
SmithKline. Under account- 
ing rules Glaxo may be forced 
to right off up to £40bn of good- 
will, which would depress future 
earnings, although some ex- 
perts believe this problem is not 
insurmountable. 

SmithKline are also likely to 
put up strong resistance to any 
such move. “They will not give 
up without one hell of a fight 


It could get very bloody and 
costly,” said one industry ana- 
lyst Observers believe SmifhK- 
line could even resort to seeking 
another pharmaceuticals part- 
ner to fend off a hostile bid. 

Glaxo plans to meet insti- 
tutional investors over the next 
few weeks, when it would have 
a chance to sound them out 
about takeover proposals. If it 
did launch a hostile bid it 
would probably look to sell 
Smith Kline’s consumer health- 
care business to concentrate on 
developing a powerful drugs 
pipeline. 
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A WIFE who was sent to jail three years 

ae p after remortgaging “JJ*! 

home with eight different lemhng 
institutions is the subject of arm i this 
week from Fust National Bank, one of 

Mary Vftitmou^is one of 
10 defendants in the Ffca 

National, together with her husband 


Whiter Samuel Watmough and Al- 
liance & Leicester, the first institution 
to lend to the couple. 

Mrs Vtoimougb managed to raise 
loans secured on her home from nine 
different lending institutions in a bor- 
rowing spree which lasted from 1988 to 

1995. 

Fust National is seeking to unwind 
the tangle of legal claims and counter 
claims left over from the case, which 
centres on the Watmough’s home, 
“Westwynds”, Laleham Reach, Chert- 
. sey. Surrey. The house itself is only cur- 
rently worth about £200,000, a figure 
likely to be exceeded by the lawyers' fees 
incurred in the saga- 

In total First National is string the 
Wa Enoughs, Alliance & Leicester, 
Lloyds Bank, Alliance & Leicester 
Personal Finance, Mercantile Credit 
Company, Abbey National Personal Fi- 
nance, National Westminster Bank,TSB 
Direct and Barclays Bank. 

The story starts in 1969 when the 
couple bought their house using a 
mortgage horn Alliance & Leicester to- 
talling £3,089. In 1982 the Watmciughs 

borrowed another £25,18145 from 
Forward Trust Charge, again secured 
on the house. 

By 1988 the value of the house had 
grown to £220,000, and in July of that 


year First National lent Mr and Mrs 
Watmough £56,000, secured on the 
house. 

This sum was used to pay off another 
mortgage and to improve the house. In 
January 1990 First National advanced 
another £5,66237 to the couple. 

On 4 April 1990 Alliance & Leices- 
ter wrote to First National saying that 
it was making a further advance to Mr 
and Mrs Watmough. 

First National’s writ claims: ‘The 
said representation was untrue.” 

It continues: “Mr Watmough denies 
that he was a party to the said trans- 
actions.” 

“In May 1995 Mrs Watmough was 
convicted of obtaining a pecuniary ad- 
vantage by deception and four counts 
of making a false instrument and sen- 
tenced lo a term of imprisonment,” 
“The said false instruments included the 
Plaintiff’s Charge and the further ad- 
vance transactions with Alliance & 
Leicester." 

“It is to be inferred that in fact, Mrs 
Watmough had deceived the Plaintiff 
and Alliance & Leicester by forging Mr 
Watmough 's signature on the said 
Charge and further advance transac- 
tions.” 

Believing that both Mr and Mrs V&i- 
mough were borrowing the money 


from Alliance & Leicester, First Na- 
tional agreed to sign a “Deed of Post- 
pone mem” acknowledging the society’s 
further charge over the house. In fact 
the money only wem to Mrs V^tmough, 
the writ says, rendering the postpone- 
ment deed null and void. 

First National now claims that it is 
owed a total of £204.949.90 including 
interest 

The writ adds: “The fourth, fifth, 
sixth, seventh, eight, ninth and tenth de- 
fendants are joined as persons claim- 
ing to be interested in the Property... 

It transpires that Mrs Watmough 
managed to raise further money secured 
on “Westwynds” from Lloyds Bank on 
4 February 1993, from Alliance & 
Leicester Personal Credit on 14 April 
1993, from Mecantfle Credit Compa- 
ny on 17 June 1993, from Abbey Na- 
tional Personal Finance on 12 July 1993, 
from Nat West Bank on 1 November 

1993. from TSB Direct on 19 July 

1994, and lastly from Barclays Bank on 
21 March 1995. 

Davis & Co, the solicitors repre- 
senting Hist National Rank, are de- 
manding a declaration that the deed of 
postponement given to Alliance & 
Leicester is null and void. 

It also wants the first three charges 
granted over “Westwynds” to be given 


priority as the whole financial mess is 
sorted ouL 

THE Inebriated Newt is sueing The 
Baby Grand Hotel Company over ihe 
lease for the Newt's restaurant at 172 
Northcote Road, a fashionable area of 
London near Qapham Junction. 

The Newt is demanding “Relief, if 
necessary, against forfeiture of the 
Lease dated 1 February 1985 in the 
respect of the premises....” 

It is also seeking a declaration that 
“the defendant was not entitled to seek 
to re-enter the aforesaid premises, as it 
did cm or about the 4 December 1997”. 

LASTLY, David Gower is suing a De- 
von- based maker of surfing gear over 
an alleged trademark infringement. 

My enquiries about the writ prompt- 
ed laughter from a member of solici- 
tors Bond Pearce of Plymouth, acting 
for Mr Gower; no, this isn't the famous 
cricketer, he said. The plaintiff is in fact 
a maker of surfing related clothing, 
under the trademark “Headworx”. 

The surfing Mr Gower is based at 
Manor House, Brunei Road, Newton 
Abbot. The solicitor teEs me: “Tve 
never known him to be confused with 
the cricketer before. Tve met him. and 
I can assure you he has no white hair.” 


Deutsche Bank US chief 
quits as shake-up continues 

CARTER MCC LELLA ND, head of Deutsche Bank North Amer- 
ica and former co-head of global investment banking, is expected 
to leave the company within weeks. Mr McClelland’s decision is 
believed to be connected with the continuing reorganisation of the 
bank and the appointment of Bill Harrison, former head of BZW, 
as vice-c hairman of DMG, Deutsche’s investment banking arm. The 
news follows the resignation earlier this week of Maurice Thomp- 
son, also former co-head of investment banking. Mr Harrison, who 
will spearhead the integration of Deutsche’s investment and glob- 
al banking arms, officially starts work on Monday. Deutsche’s over- 
haul of its operations is expected to cost 9,000 jobs world-wide. 

Barclays to cut securities jobs 

BARCLAYS is to make 300 staff redundant at its global securi- 
ties centres at London and Trowbridge m Wiltshire, according to 
UNiFL the banking union. The job cuts follow Barclays* decision 
to exit the global securities business in 1996. The redundancies 
at London and Trowbridge had previously been expected in Sep- 
tember of this year, but Barclays’ staff were informed earlier this 
week that the timetable had been brought forward. Barclays said 
it expected more than half the redundancies to be voluntary. 

United News, sells to Candover 

UNITED NEWS 8c Media, Lord Hoffickfs media group, yesterday 
confirmed the long-awaited sale of the last of its regional news- 
papers to a group led by Candover, the venture capital group, 
for £3 60m. United News said it also agreed to self its UPN Espana 
unit to Hebdo Mag International Group for £42.75m. The sale 
agreements mark a further step in the consolidation of regional 
newspapers, as media companies rationalise their diverse 
operations. 

Bluebird urges bid rejection 

BLUEBIRD TOYS yesterday urged its shareholders to reject what 
it termed a half-hearted bid from investment firm Guinness Peat 
Group. GPG. chaired by New Zealander Ron Brieriey, has offered 
lOlp a share, valuing Bluebird at £42m. 
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Lifelong Learning 

The Role for Universities 


Thursday 5 March 1998 • Central London 


The Government is due to publish a series of White Papers on Lifelong 
Learning In eaHy 1998, from the DfEE. Scottish and Welsh Offices. This one 
day CVCP conference wiB explore the role far universities in developing and 
implementing die Governments proposals. Universities already play a 
s$pirfiant role in GTelang learning, providing courses at all levels - HNQ. 
undergrafciaie. PhD and CPD. How will die developments announced in the 
White Papers affect this rolef In particular what changes w3l be needed in 
universities’ management, i rress . curriculum and funtSng! Haw can higher 
education generaly develop ha interface and partnership with further 
education to deliver die ftexfaie learning opportunities that Hfetong 
learning demands! 

The conference is far senior managers in higher and farther education, 
aadernks, careers advisers and training and personnel officers in business 
and fantfing organisations. 
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Baroness Back-rone, MHsar for Educxion and Emptoymem 
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Building material groups in the merger spotlight 


taking 


STOCK 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


The stock market's perennial 

fascination with takeover ac- 
tion kept shares in record 
breaking form. 

With Footsie displaying 
even more volatility than usu- 

alit was among the secontHin- 

ers that much of the rumoured 
action was concentrated. 

Two building material 
groups hogged the limelight, 
prompting suggestions they 
intend to merge. Marieyup 
I4-5p to 110-5p, a two day gain 
of 17.5p, said it never com- 
mented on market rumours. 
Hepworth, up 25 -5p to 225p, 
was unable to produce any re- 
action. 

The two groups are below 
their year's high." Marley 
touched 134_5p in June and a 
few months earlier Hepworth 
hit 284Jp. The company 
would make a good fit with a 
combined capitalisation of 
more than £800m. 

The building materials sec- 
tor was also helped by posi- 
tive comments from SBC 
Warburg. 


Colt Telecom was another 
midcap share in form. It 
jumped 90p (after 115p) to 
la325p with the inevitable bid 
story circulating. The shares 
came to market late in 1997 
at 275p. 

The company is not ex- 
pected to make a profit until 
2,002. Last year turnover 
more than doubled to £81 -5m 
and losses rose from £11.2m 
to,£32.6m. It has built or is 
building six local telephone 
^changes in European cities, 
including London and Berlin, 
and plans to start operations 
in a further six European 
centres. The company spe- 
cialises in busmess-to-business 
operations, the high value . 
end of the market. 

An overseas bid is widely 
expected, probably from the 
US. 

Footsie ended an erratic 
session, with a modest Z5 
points gain, which nevertheless 
took it to yet another peak, 
5,767 J. 

It swung between a gain of 


57, which took it to a trading 
peak of 5,821.8, and a fall of 
23. 

But midcaps were again 
rampant. The FTSE 250 index 
closed 68.7 up at a 5,201 
high. The smallcap index 
gained 11.6 to 2,469.2. 

SmithfiJine Beecham lost 
much of an early surge. 
Hopes that Glaxo WdJcome 
will mount a hostile bid for its 
short lived dings partner lift- 
ed the shares 51p in early 
trading. At the close the gain 
was down to 12p with the 
price at 76Qp. Glaxo ended 
57p lower at l,700p. 

Shield Diagnostic gained 
30p to 650p on rumours of a 
Nasdaq listing. 

Rolls-Royce was the best 
performing blue chip, rising 
17p to 232.5p ahead of next 
week's results. Positive com- 
ments from ABN Amro and 
Morgan Stanley helped. 
Hays, the business services 
group also with figures next 
week, improved 3Sp to 940p. 

Bass was lowered 22p to 


1,01 8p as NatWest Securities 
hoisted a sale sign. On the 
£1.8bn acquisition of Inter- 
Continental Hotels & Re- 
sorts it says: “Bass has got 
itself back into playing the 
hotel asset cycle again. This 
may prove to be rightly timed 
but it is clear that the price 
paid does not allow for any 
disappointment'’. 

Credit Lyonnais Laing 
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caution contributed to a 5.5p 
fail to 516-5p by Tfesco and 
Charles Stanley advice to sell 
Bank left the shares down lip 
to 333p. 

BTR, with results next 
week, was heavily traded al- 
though the price ended little 
changed at 16 lp. There was 
even unlike ly talk of a bid with 
Caterpillar, the US giant, the . 
na m e in the frame. BTR is 
halfway through a reshaping 
exercise which involves £5bn 
of disposals. Year’s profits 
next week are likely to 
emerge at £l.lbn against 
£Ubn. 

Trust Motor, a garage 
chain, produced the day’s 
best gain, a top gear 40 per 
cent performance to 196p. It 
may collect a take over bid - 
from its management. An- 
other possible bidder hov- 
ers. The company was 
demerged from the old Barr 
and Wallace Arnold coach 
holidays group when it was 
sold to its management last 
summer. Trust shares hit a 


132p low at the start of this 

month. . . 

Go-Ahead, the bus and 

trains group, improved 19p to 
■ 584p following interim figures 

Verity was unchanged at 
69.75p. The group bad to con- 
tend with Merrill Lynch cau- 
tion. The investment bouse lp 
removed the shares fipn its 
buy list although it is positive 
long term. It frets about a cash 
call to continue the develop- 
ment of the NXT wafer-thin 
sound system. The flat speaker 
technology has attracted 21 
licensing agreements but staff 
costs are increasing. 

Emerald Energy fell 1.25p 
to 7.75p, reflecting Lasmo's 
intention to sell its Colombian 
operations and the lack of in- 
formation about the progress 
of Emerald’s drilling in the 
South American state. 

Newcomer Quad Health- 
care, a pharmaceutical group, 
made a subdued start: closing 
at 130.5p against a 130p 
launch price by Nomura, the 
investment bouse. 


Wiggins- 
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devriopments Mans!o n 

the civilian ng** 5 *” 1 
Airport in Kent an 
bidding for the enW* 
acreManston site 

Soce. The shares ha>e 
S^from8.75 P last year. 

Rnnson, the luxury goods 

group, bad another fir* 

session, gaining 

The shares have doubled 
since stories started to 
circulate that Vidor fuam- 

the man Earned for liking 

Remington shavers so muen 
he bought the company, will 
move in as chairman. Ronson 
is in the process of a (ash 
raising exercise with its 
shareholder expected to play 
an important role. The 
shares were 23.5p last year 
and 65-5p four' years ago 


ri 


K. . 

v- > i 


•" vi 


>■ 

■: N 




- w_. . f 


•a* 


High Low Stock Prim ChgYld ME Code 

Alcoholic Beverages 
58B 408 ASMDomccq 58500 *200 42 1U WO 
Ob MS BufcrcrlKf) OTDO -1S» 55 «A KM 

71 X BumStraa DKt 2900 -050 U U W3 

7*3 Bl Dteea (3 50 -7 JO 16 

*H0 *» BBM M n k 01750 . 10 7U 17N 

VA m rVfcdOMOi 27100 _ 41 Hi B59 

Db 67 MnhwCW MOO. _ 03 61 166 

Banks. Merchant 

Ml 378 OocBra 6050 -ajjo IJ Z 12 3883 

JS7 306 Grated Op JCUO _ it U H 

177 2B Hn4ra 2050 *100 U 2)0 2207 

635 <75 Leopold | t&aj _ .1 25.1 USO 

58 40 To. Bra 200 . 12 2U) ktt 

B3S B»Sdattfc«N/V 150500*0000 M 3 | 2*7 
OBUMntnlh 2B500 *000 l .l 2ST M 
MO State- » Fried MOO .150 20 *1 2H1 
420 30 Wirenot <27 JO . 41 192 3W> 

Banks, RetaB 
aw 7 H ammvnk 
DO 533 ARuicoLtdc 
006 400 AB 
105 506 06 al InM 
HO rn Bka (Sent 
mtvr Budv 
on srr map 
nn DOHSBCI7V) 

2255 D06KS&CCHKSD) 

970 447 UorkTJSCp 
an 664 Nanas Bk 
6» 4f» Nordiara Rod. 

005 500 Rrl» 5orc 
1094 403 i udauil 
390 X6 WnM 


oeoo *2700 it it i 2a 

96400 >1750 17 05 2ZO 

7B4O0 -1253 _ 1900 

06400 -450 - 2060 

0250 -1200 14 21 9 2958 

1804 00k -4000 24 24J B04 

94600 *000 - . JD3 

HAOO *400 13 140 KB 

nun *103 14 19 TO 

*400**000 2.4 209 A» 
IlfOO 4000 14 107 MB 
09 JD -400 -261 0 

94000 -moo ij 170 nr> 

07700 -IOO 24 6J 1441 

381 JO -100 31 240 2377 


MOO 

E2JC 


Breweries Albs A Rest 

■00 724 
*1 03 

E6 ID OryCrakai 
970 5X Canpac 
105 240 P 

200 221 Ei raniriii 
405 *2 ntWMTxi 
34) 235 CttnMrra 
541 30 GrMrafcCp 
710 410 GnmatUng 
227 IB Gramanor bn 
10 229 DnOmd 
299 2)4 KmhaAH 
2050 2005 Hok (D 
70 54 Inn Bu6m 
357 288 MuidMd 
104 2S5 Harare T 
(B 428 H*M 
0B S99 Rat faj fn u 
430 JO PmWl (H) 

254 K3 Rtgcmhiu 
SUB 54) 5oot»4trraB 07400 

JOS 223 Van Gip 24400 

340 2M VWrtntop 28200 

990 W6 wund 90000 

TO4M WbW ft Da** 50200 
TO 630 Ton, 8 Cel 44250 

«n 570 Yoiagl .Za\ 55250 


High Low Stack 
M 275 HMu Gp 
174 a Hufan Ga 
750 «3 UuITklwn 
«9 12b BoaGfi 
179 07 Swhap, 

236 47 BAkd 
384 222 TMLJh 
ro 125 LnSanMs 
20 204 Lj*o5nT*w 
473 33 Ttool 

36. no TtatW. 
a IB NorttmOar 
93 70 Noon 
3<8 286 RvKoGp 
391 250 Wm 
224 10 Parf 
Siam PmtfrFwd 
IQ 03 KHvdCp 
272 IV MmM 
410 409 Trial 

<32 220 ureco 

10550 UtdCTTwuGp 
336 230 IBidrCks} 

BOO 590 WFBkx 
40 24 WHo. 


Prica ChgYld PfECodt 
3k 00 -050 24 D 

35050 - 2J 2L4 2279 

54600 -8200 24 1733 4000 
3250 *1100 U D.4 007 
B8J0 *1100 60 P».< 7523 
9900 <250 30 BO 54? 
JEBL5D *150 1.9 223 1287 
<000 *1750 44 RD OB 
23250 - 45 DL9 66M 

39600 _ 44 80 1334 

450 *0-25 20 70 
34R50 _ 4.4 05 

24800 _ 10 K9 2494 

7000 _ DJ 02 

22550 *050 II 149 Q20 

27350 *300 44 120 9907 

17450 _ 44 8J 2757 

39850 *400 40 00 DO) 

arm - ii 49 hb 

22400 - 20 95 2892 

62750 > 500 21 227 
39000 -900 1.9 2U 200* 

DLOO _ _ . 2034 

2000 *300 17 0.1 4477 

75500 -OJOO 24 K4 3269 

3850 _ 20 07 6708 


Diversified Industrials 


-2200 30 &1 OB 
- 5.7 03 

4400 _ 27 174 

00400 *1700 f.4 20.4 4ffl3 

2M 50 - 27 a* 4870 

30200 MOO 3.1 04J 4777 

44250 - U 61 20 

34000 _ 17 210 »4 

47.50 4 350 40 <0.0 D3B 

73 W .100 29 202 040 

22600. _ 30 «U STM 

J75C *103 IJ 264 

3400* _ 64 9J D48 

70500 _ 17 130 2305 

100 10 W 6*7) 
_ j i 124 ax 
_ 40 90 D29 
100 18 04 047 

- 04 » 4 2991 

- 1.4 27.1 MM 


4700. 

28800 

257)00 

47900 

nun 

32700. 


3*100 *500 1.4 Z7J 


400 U X0 _ 
100 1 7 07 «79 
*250 09 324 4236 
-600 II NJ TO 
*500 47 80 BOB 

- 30 212 3107 

- 25 19.1 HOB 


■ BuUdingfConstniction 

■ Vk Ml kw*.— n n 


35 M <bAT India 

mm Mm 
M7ID At«C 
644 155 

188 490 Andrew, 51a 
2& 127 Afhmd 
44 47 knoa 
283 221 BjracrDt* 
211 Q Barr 
399 S3 BVhwr 
24 r? Br*-nch 
717 503 Batakv 
06 QS Bat Era 
28 M Bn* 

SB 360 Boa. (Henry) 
BO «6 Bryns Gp 
cs no CALA 
125 a ConrypdQ 
06 07 CrarNcnfai 
DB MS 

mn demon H| 
270 W TMadhEwo 
•S B7 H*w4v*5cn 
Ml 191 pn b 
273 0 Kdrr 
183 387 L*«U>A 
SB J32 ilj 
*1 B4 Hurts,] 

M 10 McAk*nA 
09 no ncCsd^as 
224 EB Hoqpn ShwtaO 
338 271 norrfeon 
144 70 Hawlul 
244 83 P Mom 
ie ih ftswi t g 
B3 07 Rorow Gp 

UK 5hsiH 0 
64 m T V H«n 
28 M3 TqtarWfrw 
307 190 nU*y Onf 
95 30 V946 
06 42 Vfentfen 
IS ID WMana 
236 235 Wad u, 

Ml w\^n 
419 <6 WBan B owda 
m HO VKntC 
OSH WrvaC 


1250 *400 _ - Ete 

39600 - 20 22) BBS 

0150 - 35 . DTI 

SS750 *750 27 249 2370 

05750 _ 17 35.4 1720 

2*250 _ 14 J63 H72 

4900. _ 30 69 400 

»00 *450 40 HL2 tn 

XUO *300 39 05 IM4 

3*400 - 29 BA 1105 

1300 . _ 92 5779 

83700 *W30 17 344 MTS 

BOBO *200 S3 4 7 M0O 

1975 - 10 80 50B 

2*500 - 30 D0 009 

WOO. *400 4J toO H34 


11900 

IIS0O 

D40O 

8200, 

HS300 

0750 

M450 

56850 

20550 

0400 

3500 

16550 

15100 


94 303 
17 D9 1921 
41 97 l« 
41 66 
27 B0 2204 
- 4J 9.4 2272 
*450 Ir. 33 23S3 
■600 1.4 383 2604 
*100 29 140 V92 
4100 19 170 □») 
*060 19 I7J) GOT 
-CL50 40 95 2567 
.200 60 62 an 
1*00 *460 27 110 m 
20700 _ 37 127 «056 

3*00 - 2 7 200 4681 

AMO _ 61 86 050 

74400 *D5D 60 81 2760 

0200 _ 40 2)4 7*3 

8100 *250 25 _ 

«4» +SOO 10 SJ0 BSS 

□250 -150 7.1 7J 3717 

moo *700 U 170 CT 

221100 *1 00 5J 144 m 
■ 00 - 13 860 

7250 *400 JD _ 7729 

12600 - 40 174 BIB 

27100 - II 68 ns 

B7S 02 3273 

■800 .000 23 0 2 6463 

K250 -100 30 81 604 

0403 MOO S2 81 si 


Building Materials 

» X A«grr« a* Ind 5625 

W ™ 20000 

« 8* BaB-rijeBA. 9650 

452 Z77 Our Oj* *17, 

400 ]44 Bninaa 
114 29 Bnntor 
W ET Op* 

JOS 69 Guidon 
*3 990 am 
8093 Doty Gp 
SO *47 EMn 
BOB Rut 
04 m Onion Gp 
150 M Hjfnwd j 
335 Z» Hum 


2*0 n HrywaodW 
72 41 Rmad. 

Z90 03 rjncBui 

a? a MortcT 

143 CO Madu h 
437 329 TVtwU 
94 65 Norcrta 
» O. 

WB 

M'S PTSGp 
26 20 OuBeotd 
•48 73S RMC 
IQ 77 Mmio 
HO B U,r, 

230 22. StopelF 
347 196 9G 
22 D Epn^Ban 

04 90 Tnat 
671 437 TraraPwar, 
rav UnCnm 
5*4 4» Wabcty 

Chemicals 

W 05 **nfr 1 
20. 91 Aid ‘^BbMk 

■ 92 AM.Cn 

ibs an sec 

03 a BmM 
272 79. BntVlD 
P9SB BTP 

3M. 242 ClMtW) 
377 234 Courmkh 
424 H Crarh 
305 20. Dole. 

238 BO D ana m 
»9 239 BhtEwd 
77 50 EarapnCtlr 
83 9 HidanaM 
2*4 QS HdUsOicn 
«S«83 IO 
261 M BaprcGp 

■ IQ KMsoGp 
777 583 Llporto 
250 IE Hndcn 
423 226 Nkom 

X 22 Kaomcx 

130 155 Arw 
245 ITS 5c*a 
26 0 5uttM«Sp6 
095 695 VtMoartftnr 
213 00 Tbriavp 
372 265 r, Jt One 
344 DO Zmdtmra 

Distributors 

220 DO AbmaPtfar 
US DO AUwpara, 

494 S2 Adi 
2D BO AcmCnrfoB 

4 2 tat rdg 
00 79 Brn Rang) 
n BO Cmnrbto 
90fi CHufa Jum 

2B 73 Dmrardi 
303 215 Delm 
05 245 Doni Moror 
5® 3&0 H wra ru ra 
204 18 ErraXBw 
OS B KnpnTiorar 

ID2] 6nN6k 

460 230 felw-PrtH 


*226 44 217 001 
-100 64 89 6053 
- *5 DO 4950 
*225 *875 40 B I »3 
3»» *05*3 3? 03 DM 
<7900 -100 5 9 B.4 )449 
050 -1 00 6A _ 

axun hl 5 o 64 n.9 sn 

»0O <2000 - 2259.7 3722 
H9O0 -200 20 24.4 14)5 

M7« 300 79 95 576* 

42-50 - - 33 7292 

ID50 * 6 00 > J K I B7] 
J47JO _ 44 at 2265 

30700 *000 la 341 Bed 

22600 *2660 64 QJ uss 
2000 *1500 70 107 2291 
4650 -100 54 245 DM 

3600 -1700 40 Hi 7lu 

27200 am _ *«25 SH 

«0D * *400 22 B I 028 

P50Q* -100 60 80 320 
37900 *2000 19 H< EHO 
U0O - 35 00 1360 

IED0 -150 61 82.1 
8200 *850 13 B0 2785 

n>0O _ 36 B . 

3300 _ _ □) 

92600 *2600 >4 04 09Q 
a oa -loo 70 hi mo 

0700 *300 27 0* HOT 
3000 - 23 E0 47H 

22100 . 42 U 5CB 

7000 4U5 _ - Z9B4 

O0O *5.76 60 80 *454 
6540D *JU» 2J DJ 34V 
9100 -100 9.1 07 2702 
50000 *0.75 29 150 3288 


6400 *000 Si 110 TO 

B20O -050 20 290 MW 

9U0 4300 U 03 sa 

45000 . 30 80 DOS 

0700 . 10 110 BB 

2(000 *600 41 m 179 

3900 _ 4i I7J ms 

2W50 - 41 DJ H 

B0D *050 43 00 09 

3*400 *050 10 BJ IV 

20400 _ 43 9 I ME 

0900 *600 H3 D9 

29000, _ 4.4 B0 iff) 

5600 *100 5.4 HI H7 
*00 *100 - 362 4426 

20800 _ 23 219 067 

K305O *000 19 _ KH2 

2000 *200 10 IU 059 
17100 *100 40 560 2388 
(M2J0 *100 4J 80 097 
24S&3 _ 5.9 2U 2649 

35000 _ II EJ US 

*00 - 42 ltj 6 

3000 .100 21 20.1 7502 

8400 vH0O 30 102 768 
800 _ 7.1 71 

13000 _ U 144 

2*400 _ 54 _ 

D0« -100 16 340 
23400 - 37 144 < 


409 » . 

3S7 229 AomtHM^ 
"DP 60 STD 
215 KJ Car*»n 
34 198 Cm* 

Ml IK Grravmi 
E9 n Imho 
OS HI McLeod Rad 
S3. 392 KwMOulT 
m m bra 

n a Scmmm 
359 253 rentes 
JW 247 TT Grp 
450 S3 WMgSof, 
SO 286 WonJ 
Ml Bl VAtecnh 
397 HU WiEan 

Electricity 

620 Qt BrEnww 
376 3d NndGM 
(07 CO NsRratr 
900 DO EcmoObi 
90 353 Sax Hpfcrj 
5)1) H2 SraatePwr 
tOO 178 Sauhem 
790 464 1 1. hnnry Gp 
646 392 VWMraGp 

Electronics 

341 DO Aeoro Oar 
41 29 Arim 
M3 V4 Anc (BSt) 

385 OO.IVCC 
358 105 BMr 
« 293 Bnlnpa 
9 B C tel 
39 H OmdHite 
44 28 OdMdr 
7619) OkriikrGp 
310 70S OwiaBraSn 

Vi s. Dda 

4«x Dondno Pmc 
««J DowStgCHk 
300 220 DnxtMte 
2717 Eon 
« 305 bmdmm 
•H 463 Fiht»Gp 
S88 BZ HmxdcCmk 
«32B GacalBrc 
B9* MCnrllni 
166 CD Lon enni 

221 K MTLbnr 
417 255 OMordlnB 
DO 34 Pm Man 
*4 220 Frame 

SO 776 Pkm 
298 201 bal 
372 258 Rttddnw 

222 Bl Rotaro 
S3 66 SCKBuSr, 

« 265 Saraonao 
*4 37 a« mn ii« i 
<2 7 TirtbOi. Two 
83 39 Tntatatrto 
13 ITS Tctrarc 

126 51 TIG 
283 W Tioml 

*« VMr,Gp 

790 78 Vam Gp 
7417 VkHniage 
88 1 Vyralnm 
322 a «mi 
554 400 Vete 
196 ■»» Vtaxh 

Engineering 
83 06 600 Go 
SB 268 ATI 
*8 88 Atoane Gp 
172 0 Ahn 
a n Amtorwi 
203 HO AA6 La» 

52 20 ASW 
KO 55 BdnxkM 
n» * Bencia 
450 3M BAA 
20 134 Bekfard 

BtedoidAce 
4® OJ Bodpiuj 
1973 BOZBrk Aera 
1*4 □) Bnr5ud 
O d l nugn 
■23 W Bwi 

223 06 Cardo 
» W Cup 
BH SID Oaner 
2S C. Omra 
0*0 552 Gddm 
M « Canannc 
S2* BS GMd Brown 
SB 247 Dmrwk Hurra 
W 237 BS 

Ho» Hkfci 
W» EBtocrli) 
ho oa ~ 


mso _ _ 80 3« 

23200 _ 27 214 B05 

UJS H226 60 100 DO 

22600 -BOO 44 2260 D9* 

Z35J0 _ 62 90 

0500 _ 6J UJ 6448 

nob _ nosu RBB 
B3L5D - 64 8 0 730 

51900 -600 60 86 078 

□000 _ 80 HI 6160 

8200 *700 61 2)0 

36100. -450 65 KJ 146 

20600 -400 30 Ot M2 

BUD _ 67 DB 3211 

34000 *4150 20 HLI 4649 

DIOO 4100 44 E I 

=200 -JJ30 SuO (.1 SOI 


44800 -900 19 63 4S4 
34100 *400 49 BO 4443 
62900 200 60 09 6026 

89100 -100 14 UJ 6023 

54600. 42 Of 6027 

SeOQx -200 46 00 6028 
5050. -100 14 Ol 608 
77B0O 4100 22 0.4 
54350* .|0D U 21/ 


6600 -200 - _ E27 

2900 _ 01 69 686 

□600 -100 XI D4 092 
BUD -500 00 - K79 
29500* _ 5.9 B.I MB7 

40000 -700 12 192 Ik 
UOO 4L75 - . 350 

H00« - M7 52 B34 

1*00 -200 22 80 
75000 - 22 282 6449 

27IOO *65) 13 280 6270 
28350 *400 67 187 IBS 
44000 _ 14 6.4 1996 

6O0O -100 ii II M 
3750 060 09 274 2000 
1926 - 26 KB BSD 

37*00 - 13 85 5DI 

64500 *950 20 170 4732 
9600x4050 04 820 3536 
39700, .300 42 270 046 
«00 - 40 77 5797 

H4oo *050 35 ao an 
16JO _ 10 02 7342 
may. *7jo 11 9.9 an 
3700* 200 67 6 
28400 *100 1.9 200 68 BJ 
mm *400 07 280 7230 
29000 *I0D 26 403 2906 
35200 *1 00 II 9.1 370 
20300 _ 42 0.1 6(06 

JVLSTir *2100 12 296 MOS 
2S70O _ 42 120 «29 

3)00 _ 40*3390 57* 

3600 *100 _ _ (SB 

4IJ0 .ISO 44 _ 

280 00 -IOO _ _ 041 

R200 _ 60 070 3S6 

IH0O *250 52 81 
®75 . _ _ BM 

11*50 _ 66 75 4802 

6400 _ _ _ 2030 

»60 _ _ _ «W 

6600 -103 _ _ 400 

46800 *600 67 126 3ZX2 
■00 _ _ _ 4B7 


0000 .160 52 21 *432 

2050, _ 30 72 

DDOB _ 63 67 B4* 

0U» .200 10 89 m 

7000 _ SO 50 3946 

8400 - it Bi IK 

3800 4250 _ _ TUB 

■ 00 -100 10 _ 2813 

8000 - 42 96 1660 

43100 *1400 20 220 091 

WOO *200 J* 52 0 


6.75 


DQ60 
DOBOQ 
*75 
*600. 
(060 
8700. 
2B50 
me yi 
nuo. 
87750 

moo 

2D 00 
14300 ‘ 
29450 
B72S 
rayi 
IS 00 


- 0 

- 0.9 380 ms 
’□on iJ w i ion 
■IJS 86 90 4530 

- 76 68 1777 

- 60 DO 640H 
-100 7J BJ 6425 

- 30 D I 822 

*100 S7 9.4 G9 
•100 33 . 04) 

■ 00 12 269 2H6 

- BJ _ 0*2 

- 10 BJ 6SB 
UOO 19 Ob MX 

- SO (20 2033 
0 


HVi Lora Stock 
JO M Bated 
293 «7 EreOteOra 

-- 1 «4*(£) 

KM 

B 9 Knuno IQ 
277 K RmtexM 
« B0 RBMkdra 
829 655 RioTInco 
4*0 3*7 WkttBUteBn 
B 9 Wnoi Drap (4 

Food Producers 

H2S A cmutlkxd ) 
4)25 ABmti Rdw 
Bl a Knjabu 
6S44B Am Brk Fdi 
120 240 BrataSidC 
4B 276 BbtAG 
360 20) Sorter 
BB4W CrdbrawSdM 
335 25 Cmrm, 

85 SB C rarato 
X0 235 Canted. 

360 » Calf*, 

465 264 Dm 

a « (Me] 

-W 2S0 Grrra 
24 9 Gktel Gp 
173 270 Gramoora 
■6 BO Knkwiod 
199 M2 Hantown 
mi 34 Umjnhi* 

M2 87 MmB 
23S Bl NkkohVfed 
298 B9 IMn Foot 
0777 ArUnFd 
241 K Rah Vtetnon 
IBffl Ram Em, 

080 399 Tnlbh 
66* 4T> Um, 

5D 379 Unlncr 
27* B7 LkdBKua 

Gas Distribution 


52 weak 

Mm ChjTM PffiCarte M* Lara Stack 


BrjXk, .ion 

24500 -650 64 _ IW| 

50* 002 _ 

19400 _ _ _ SSSJ 

861 -008 _ 

BOO -100 _ 

DIM _ 260 10 JBtO 

82000 *600 14 GA (099 
42700 -200 47 KJ 14*2 

804 HUD- _ 0 


BB 56 

Caretel 

X8U30 

1)4 IT) 

BG 

30475 

Healthcare 


401 M7 ABralMOraiJnSO 

007 075 BrnL 


K33 IS 


■700 


Cara UK 


DDK 

Cara Bm 

H7J0 

IQ 50 

Catata Ind 

900 

459 371 

Comer Haft) 

45700 



87 JD 

K 0» 

Hrardofth 

E60U 

JIB 82 



500 330 barn 

5798D 

a ifl 



230 Q6 Nanor4INA 

2B0O 


0200 *600 66 246 3440 
28JS *100 89 77 
6800 *000 50 _ 6W 

63400 -460 30 209 S82 

24660 - 88 87 841 

49000 _ is ii? m 

2*00 .BOO (24 _ HO 

77200 *900 20 356 716 

2500 _ 67 70 I3Z) 

■400 _ 40 212 7961 

0*60 _ 50 I1J ISO) 

31900 HUB 30 . 

46100 100 14 250 1149 

■600 *1 00 19 87 BM 
43500 .160 20 366 4086 

MS - 8a 61 2206 

1300 - - K824 2407 

8600 .100 48 89 2278 

9)00 *100 70 32 BB 

40X00 _ s.4 bj am 

9000 „ 58 7.1 D3D 

2900 _ 43 00 260 

27200k *100 45 160 DO 

QSJ0 *200 42 140 2756 

24160 *150 1.9 228 M3* 

7600 - 60 44 2871 

S260G .100 16 223 4665 

(5068 *300 40 Bl H74 

isaoo _ if it* am 

2710D 4100 40 240 Dtl 


-I0J5 10 622 7271 


*000 29 285 0 

_ 10 79.4 I tn 
.BOO - _ JE8 

- 10 205 3527 

- 10 . 4982 

4150 - . DM 

- 3J 2S4 

- 1.1 BJ H 

- 24 KJ 2J20 

- - - 3B2 

- 1.4 217 ZOT 


E 44 
20 6 llntli Wi, 
tO 44 HmCteM 
40 D Ron QknWs 
453 11 RnCMn 
548 409 Hon Cor Era 
EB D RmBratet, 
60 M FkntB*(Wl 

298 236 Rrp Erarnra 
N U RmEuRte 
443 372 H«n RH 


160 220 Rare 

H BO RmUkGCra 
IO 139 HmlAGhK 
Mil HcoiWGVVk 
1182 Rear toe hK 
68 01 Ren he Pri 
DB M Ranine Un 
Q 39 HmtodUi 
22 6 Ren todVVt 
m B9 Fferahpx 

9* HrB hp Wt 

408 219 Han Mm: 

RS 71 HantteWr 

409 3Q HmOVw 
163 DB Rmlte-Go 
B 45 RnVWZn 
B 9 BO Ron void lice 
731 SB RmIAUM 
O 5B F8C EmcMa 

2(6 H FBCEnpra 
DO HI E»C In. 

DB 16 F6CGnr 

Dk BO FACRra 
40 106 MCbT 
E8 m F*cre» 

7*4 DO FRCfadr 
DO B3 FKUSSra 
IB 91 FECtoGrfT 
IB m Tram IOIZ7 5C 
232 *46 GTbpai 
0038 GarEnaTkc 
2B4 204 GhrrErapn 
108 99 ainncitoM» 
m ttt GrathttiSte 
405 293 CtoSikCa 
883) Gandtoc 
— _ Ga Can Cp 
, — Gan Cm to _ 

Q 88 Gman Site B70O 
220 62 GarnAtoM- 17801 
265 60 Gone Ate 5nGo DD0O 
IB 71 Grace Ea^rBr 1500 
92 7* Canx HI Ik 9(200 


Prior Of Tld PIS CM* 
6276 *100 - 
UTS *050 _ 

6460 *100 _ 

2650 HITS - 
45300, *300 19 
54700 *100 0.9 
Q2JS *200 
262S *100 - 
34700 *300 22 
MOJO *100 . 

4000 *700 06 
3S80O *300 10 
3B0O *200 
KUO _ UJ 
7960 *100 - 
IB50v *22S 45 
(US *050 - 
17700* *175 28 
4475 *100 _ 

850 #0.75 - 
BB0D .600 - 
0.25 *150 _ 

38900 <675 26 
2800 *020 (22 
40680 *4LOO 34 
KUO #300 30 
PM 4X23 _ 

B750a - 45 

7SJ5. _ 74 

BiOD *0JS _ 

24600 *100 1 2 
BBJS *025 10 
(7700 #100 <M 

0650 .225 10 
42100 *950 04 
6830 *100 IS 
97400 *100 18 
6100 _ _ 

BUS* _ 40 
6700 *200 20 
inarm *400 _ 

B0O *100 04 
29400 *900 06 
UUO, .100 *0 
6*00 *150 8! 

«S0O -430 19 
5»50 *150 UL4 


0 
0 

- 6607 

- 6«8 

- Ml 

- 2443 

- 3KB 

- 3904 

- Ml 

- 756) 
. 3*4 

- 299) 

- 5837 

- 3816 

- W* 

- 023 

1 5249 

- MB 

- MB 

_ oe 

- 4524 

- 2580 

- 3760 
_ Hffl 
. 6666 
. 3468 

- 0 
- 0 

- SB 

- 2H 
. OS 

- 2*37 
_ B26 
_ 2X1 

- 6225 

- 641 

- 6X3 

- BKZ 
_ 90* 

- Z73 

- 669 

- >441 

- 3817 


B4 80 GtntcO*nd 


*200 1 1 
*050 _ 
<050 _ 
*025 08 
. 82 


B70O *250 08 . 


_ 2094 
. 7121 

- 700 
_ M) 

- 5804 

- IS 

- 3432 
709 

on 


- 2747 

- MS 

- HU 

- MB 

- m 

- 72S 

- 1724 
. MB 

- MS 


HBth l*w Stock Trial ChgYld PIS Coda 
El 03 SdtelncGwh H950 _ 19 raw 

J5 ™ SS"** - !"*" *U5 _ 

68 07 5tkredraUK K600 -150 27 

2M n ScotAnr XI no igjo jj 

□9 D4 ScacEaam D60Q KL50 19 

264 280 Scoe tone 36100 *200 2J 

M 393 Sene E4ntf 366J0 *500 /J 

DO IB Scot Yrkra E70O *0JS 20 

□3 90 SeuMerLaAto B150 _ 00 

1490 1)60 Second Atecx 240400 *200 27 
84 68 Second Conte 800 _ _ 

S9 «2 Sacnad Harlot 3(900 M00 15 

0600 *100 33 
KUO *050 48 
48700 *130 U 
KSOO -300 26 
3000 *200 30 
9700 _ _ 

55400 *250 40 
0250 ,200 l.l 
B83S *050 04 
41600 .700 l.l 
STJOx *175 14 
0950 *175 00 
4676 «OB 28 
E100 *025 _ 

26200 -TOO . 

8800 -0JB 18 
4475 M3S - 
38 50n *500 14 
54600 *100 _ 


. 6IB 
- 2941 


- 099 

- HO 

- a» 
_ w 
. 2149 

- 621 
_ or> 

- 364 
_ 2244 

- 3800 

- 3000 

- «7B 


07 DO Ski Tn Scot 
*64 M7 BdrHYUSoCa 
409 295 Sharato, 

58 B 1 MrCt 
IBS MS SrAatew 
102 72 Tkraaaka 
93 3B Tnd Bra to, 

DO IB Tmpl brate, 

BS81 TnpJ LacAai 
«7 2M Drapsi Clra 
88 72 itnmnrtaa 
l* Ml TREraa Gwih 
47 36 TR Rapqr 
K4 B7 Unck-Mk] Aon 
258 DO USSte-Gn 
154 H9 Vtetkara 
KE 35 WhiTMaBvy 
363 277 Wkrakra 
546 IDS Yrenrai Op 

Leisure & Hotels 

W 302 Alrrain 45600 _ IJ 210 67V 

4* 27 ABrdLte 2&0O .100 40 9J (956 

® 38 Arorkai (853 _ 20 M2 46B 

VS ED AmVB, 46700k _ _ _ 3JM 

20 68 Mated *3jyi <0800 4150 CH 8L5 Duo 

®75 OS BoraepUh *. 67600 -BOD 10 248 BOO 

78 6 Slinfnn bra 17 JD .200 _ - 27)6 

40 B Brandon . UOO . 80 78 5B9 

» OB Cq*0 Carp DBJD _ 74 270 an 

CteteGraqp DJ0 -O0D _ _ flg 

386 307 ErracnRI 28600 -R0O 50 HI dm 

■9 67 [u ra daraj 1800 _ _ - QSI 

B9 a Eura Lten 0450 *100 40 54 0 

154 80 Rm Choke hi D6J0> -100 20 369 061 

J77 235 Rra Loam 1800 *250 10 ITU 7200 

M 01 FrtanriyHdi B250 41 we raw 

743 481 GteraWrtate 67750 *500 1 3 300 OB 

995 708 Gate Grp fffflQx *700 IS BJ BB 
46 X H-Tra fflJOn _ SI 80 0 

«V 200 Handar* Grp BUB -100 3.9 183 6500 

480107 jray, Hoad 40300 *3250 - 21214 4445 

30 3 Rater 2»JDx *050 U 60 7GB 


62 week 

Ntgh Low Stack 
4H3B BC 
27 a Incan 
408 30 toRtecItera 
ZD E73 f dium i (Yon 
DS LanRMRM 
048 BO Mted BdMn 
2fl HI NMMNm »■>) 


Prim CbfYW PIG Cottar 
HU0 - II MJ 3639 

100 *458 _ ZU 

3C8J30 - . 1D0 1551 

20400 riTJO IJ I9J 7452 

700 _ _ 126 

100700 _ 20 BJ 2584 


0000 050 14 88 60S 
77800 *600 20 360 2622 
90500 *B5D 20 - 071 

88600 -580 09 a. 

2000 _ 69 84 194 

71450 *050 24 269 CM 
6800 <850 U 221 BD 
865000*150- 
66400 _ 37 ai K21 

4440D -100 26 BJ 5814 
5075« -0J5 40 nj an 
46800 - 22 B0 7497 

9975 *075 10 360 3429 
23000 _ 1.9 175 1494 

MUD -200 10 220 743) 
23000 -400 2J B0 H72 
7B0O *1000 42X3217 HBO 
32200 300 07 205 3281 


_ 11 13 6877 

80S BIDN|n Amwthan2K.OIB0*4UB 08 380 


320 225 Sdioi 
556 JD SmwHVte 
*4) 16] ShMd Dim 
1)9 H3 5mMi8Nqj)i 
07 40 TtmdLfe 
40 227 WesnHtaBi 


mso *10014 - 3545 

5SS50 *200 20 200 1391 . 
65000 *3000 - 
17700 *400 IS M3 K74 j 
5400 *051 - - 6BS 

330 00* *100 2J 21J 6801 , 


Household Goods 

*4850 


5(000 

«LM 

0300 

2*300 

19850 

2H0O 




59 29 hrrii 
* 86 Firth Um* 
2D HO RB 
DO 90 oa 
30 M Orwed 
05 S3 HadmHten 
283 HO HJEra 
M) 99 Ihlma 
Hr » 

900 

230 H6 Hrawrra 
453 279 IM 
6M 4(0 KKmuto 7k 
307 217 LGmkiraGp 
46 M loehar |T| 

944 409 Harafrm a i 
585 362 HrKatter 
OS m Mai 
BOB Hecdrct 
9D8 260 note 
539 » HorpnCrw 

norm Amby 
264 



n SadW Era 
SB 366 SnrariUAm* 


Saco 

tod 


99* 204 

WSO Spw, ! 

»2» ink, 
699 « TIGn 
□1 65 TraaTcc 
278 MS Trane. Lyd 
4B2Q UknB, 

m B 0 vidan 


0800 
0800 
12900 
20250 
IJS 
79 5D 


•100 5.5 87 (882 

- 3* ai esn 

- 10 B7 K7I 
•200 (5 205 7608 

- - - MB 

- 7.1 88 HOP 


DUO *050 30 84 304 
900 _ ClO H(r 6400 

0650 _ 62 80 JBll 

22650 *30 0 80 9 1 *78 
85750 *150 10 OJ 024 
*908 *404 U 2b l ■* 
W50» - 38 2)6 *0(0 

4300 *300 BJ 80 4460 
2*4* -78 . 305 

46000 *500 44 Ilj 7582 


- 27 M4 2DV 

- 34 206 DS 

- 3J 0L8 00 

3500 »im - E.9 204 

0700, _ 20 BJ Ota 

□900 *900 37 1)0 ODD 

95 JO _ 5.9 95 B2S 

35100 *M0 U ID 03 

USO *050 16 18 253. 

S40O - 24 84 2252 

0750 - 19 BJ 2254 

71 SO 100 44 EJ 3687 

4700k - RJ 8.4 5172 

22200 - 10 - 1641 

421 00 *500 13 I* M 

52700 -250 3 0 H.9 1280 
38850 -ISO 10 OS 484) 
2675 *100 67 9J 2437 
4M50 *100 28 *5 2650 
495SO *KU0 46 BJ D24 
5700 USD 30 210 25)6 
8500 050 S0 D0 D39 
32600 - 84 40 J60 

44100 *400 4J KJ 204 
39200 - 30 174 7320 

3800 *100 BUM 
28000 - 31 164 41) 

KUO . U U X 
mso - 7J 89 5K6 
MJ0 - - 240 S3* 
TO JO *500 14 D6 D9B 
7180 000 74 7J 2844 

23200 *1700 10 - 644 I 

OTSO *200 U 211 M3 

BUD* *130 42 BJ 5408 I 
HUD *200 L7 BL6 MB 1 
SHOO 400 10 14 76)4.: 
<25700 *1700 12 U3 W9| 
90900 **400 25 210 1437 I 
SOOO riJJO 30 BJ H)9| 
3B0O - 41 El 2958 ! 
5&0Q -680 13 B A 58BTI 
050 _ 44 90 BM 

27700 _ 32 Z. Ml 

38000 - - B7 I 

*00 *100 4 J 00 91 

one -6io is ar ai 

MUD *950 4.4 14 7206 i 
3800 _«-«?[ 

zmoo -008 30 E0 MP4 I 
17° -SC - 7J 82 MC ' 
*00 - 38 189 082 

nOM *400 2J 213 328' 


265 147 Enprt 
HU/W 
1 E AmnoerT* 

(47 62 filter Am** 

422 32S Bter (Porral 
7B IBS ChuchaOwa 
Bl KB Cctattetfrater 
IE Ho GcemtePId- 
2(6 (42 Dotty Group 
K6 DO ErSpnBteh 
302 2* Harnge Bdana 
130 250 IWPhd 
145 41 J^ra 
■4 97 Koowood Afp 
200 86 Idqtaran Group 
IS! IS Mrflrtde 
90S 545 OabcrmS Ld 
465 170 PBraionZA 
B0 tH homZadt 
252 IBS Rka 
248 05 FScaA 
540 20 Rranrattn 
|WW RrddalC 
480 179 tejan 
298 Cl HateDatean 
171 265 5Bart>tek 
325 2* Sto-a 
2* 197 SmtemrMd 
TO IK Vptmn 
66 40 VteteGBar* 

99 68 WnrWWfcrfe 

Insurance 

0 n Abut Llaraf* 

B7 «. A rp n a n 
03 BS BodtaUSHu 
K) 57 Ik ten o tk Gp 

07 IB CL71 tow Fnd 
*78 6X3 Goran Uu 
305 H6 Cnrton 
(B 400 DokSGte 
63 BD Ftoten 

(468 772 Gen Acodr 
491 257 GM 
206 DO Htera 
(47 AI HhcokMecc 
■26a 479 indrpmka 
206 19 fodUoralTTw 

08 NX Loferr Fhdireh 
« GS urn 
□S 95 Hudraad k> 

ID B New Land Cpd 
K7 e> Oddnm 
02 77 Onto Gnkat 
■0429 RraaMSanA 
171 IK SMfMdc 
06 ID Sind m * Cod 
K5 B6 VWtComrai 

Investment Trusts 

5)0 400 1 56850 

9)16 IMrQdCg Bk50 


- U Bl SMl 
1000 -100 40 UJ 6812 

608 -02S 60 97 

0500 *800 40 B.4 

*100 . I.f 189 HD 

3)U0 _ U 9J 35» 

1000 - 28 Ml7 7791 

■ 00 *500 II 86 MS 

R50 _ 17 *0 108 

1*300 100 U U m 

25300* _ 30 Ob tm 

1008 - - 018 HO) 

□750 _ 16 KJ 0 

11)00 _ - - Ulfi 

W0O _ 94 54 1578 

IS 00 4150 47 BJ 4M 



4.7 10 2736 
SJ 96 2740 
46 09 2739 
If 03 2768 
41 90 2H) 
70 U 30 


107100 -091 14 207 046 

4(000 - 20 22J 2638 | 

B3J0 _ 66 80 HI 

27750 _ 46 B0 ®60 

2050 4)00 11 170 4083 

23600 _ 40 a i 1)44 

HI 00 _ 44 ll9 2*4 

•CLOO _ ny *»n tjjj 

MOO -150 - XU 3S0B 


All you ever 
wanted to know 
about PEPs r but were 

afraid 




•; .; -sL'-i '•> ■S'S*. 


'.TxL'.f ' .1 




*3750 

1000* 

0860 

<000 

0500 


- 4J _ (8)2 

*100 0 -106 

- 86 _ 47*4 

- no 81 IM7 

- 27 _ 68S 

BKOO -D0O ID 21 2 HZ’ 

30500 .era IJ 221 4856 

2500 -2000 XJ 208 7M9 
WJ0 - 19 - 6826 

06100 *700 14 96 IDO) 

KAS0 *600 U ;o«l 
ROJO . U 8) 4340 

14700 - 87 85 NO 

□3200 *700 1 0 EJ 03 

6S0O *100 82B5O0 680 
oajo - bi - jTsa 

HU0 -40 _6H5 

*■50, _ «.9 72 6884 

8200 _ 9.1 O.I tea 

11600 - 48 _ r». r , 

8700, . B3 7 1 4840 

77300 *500 3J 260 748! 
M>0D< *5.00 4 7 *0 B52 
HI0O _ Bl _ 6599 
MOM 4350 60 9.7 ED] 


Free guide 
with this issue 


£ 2.95 


222 DD HtowGrara 
736 SB Mrrro Group 
976 (58 tom 
898 793 hrtteSond 

« 6 Macotee 
7« 478 Ante tad 
9* SAD Hutm 
ID U Skated 
TH 621 Scot Nad Gp 
454 316 SamteRate 
57 29 SanMdt 
SB IBS Sruhmr 
no e ikriorrwhoa 

223 03 TV Gap 
530 to TrtotoM 
20 m Item TV 
809 5a LMNra 
DO Z28 W) 

Oil Integrzced 

W6M6P BlBOOa *900 14 BA 

B» 880 Bim* Quota! B4800 -400 10 U 
491 M Shte 43450 *800 33 244 348} 

Oil Exploration & Production 

02 BS Atera Group HU0 *580 1.4 - 4692 

-- - - aog 

34800 *100 10 45.4 014 
IJS *025 _ 

4&0D *1100 _ 03S 360 
2000 _ _ _ 3146 

KUO _ _ _ M7 

56150 *100 19 *Jt DM 
0800 -200 21 210 2375 
ODO - - 4.9 3778 
38000 *500 04 56.1 B04 
3800 - - 

27625 -IJS 88 >47 
7225 *100 _ 481 3U7 
DOS _ _ 02 MS 

4500 *100 10 KU 
39100 *200 . — 2523 

H0O *800 - 06880 72X1 

Other Financial 
Bl 85 Akamai An B0O *100 49 367 2067 
OD B Anrarap 5*500 -500 I J 281 IB4 
233 ID Urate. DafcMi SUB *708 16 181 2049 
BZ2 SOI Ctednta 80100 *900 30 B J . _ 

081 »4 data, 50200 *£700 12 290 603 

276 M Qw Tijrlor 27050 -20010 - MS 

0SG -03 fikFdlpi 46200 *200 88 65 Prrrr 

H70D - 3J 60 G78 
2300 
37500 
2200 
M50O 


974 299 B-B«ite 
■ 2 l Bah Rra 
83) 349 Ctete 
27 B DaraTaa 

B0 17 Dragon Ol 
735 SB Entrapi Ha CH 
64 414 bqrnr 
61 RatmOl 
271 241 Hod, 0< 

80 29 KXOO 
100 317 LAS740 
n 7Q Hnr nr wk 

26 a team 
SB 35 Orate OB 
(B 165 hrarU 
Id 87 TUowO* 


HiC0l3jfloniCH j on sale at 




-. .j al1 lading 

-si—— ■“ — newsagents 

or call 01795 414936 vv i'.'.v b !c-c mb drg.com / u k 


B0 «l AtndkEwpn 
29 207 Mwrtsnh 
V V AtteAton 
BB 51 AbmEmcEco 
a 75 Atert (fftooc 
22891 AtodnNDm 
S3 42 Absz Scad 
2800 200 ABratra 
SI ArgBOtara 
60 398 BrdGVfcto 
277 Z2) B wla n irw 
66 M BantaTsdeb 
360254 fijr irnmn 
SS4 401 RraTrtoM 
2H M4 BranGMEraWr 
BS 80 Bnc AomCieli 
EB m Brk (tn t k 
B l BO Bnt EnsSAG 
XI 296 Brunner 
i ua 


iso ii u m 

*600 17 - 2640 


mjo *ijo u 

221 CO, -ino 4J1 
5400 -100 lb 
8375 *125 . 
DO 00 *700 70 
□500 *200 1 7 
51 75 _ 2J 

2795 00 *H0O 20 
SIM *300 10 
45400 *100 . 


_ 57)0 

- 4342 

- 068 


275 00k 
EBOD 
3(000 

56400 *4M Tf 
6850 _ . 

1625 *2J5 - 
0000 *100 46 
ID 75 *100 12 
35000 *400 2J 


375 lu S6 Ml 


400 


_ 1.9 


20 84 Or, id London 2620000*0 75 II 
BB C2 Ci^trcnrl-CTId 18800 _ 63 

31 22S Cone tarn 2 3000 *6011 04 

•to 87 [temper K300 * 500 48 

296 253 [Wk Emp 27LDD *100 40 

7W M2 Dunrafarhe I97JS -1 25 37 

VJDb DradeiteCoa 3(800 * 300 34 
2M Bl DrarcdaWmto 3QJ5 *025 IJ 

06 WB LtgVt IBM *100 14 

»! 43 Eda Dn*on 57.B 

482 356 Em to. Tn 482IB *600 28 

04 74 6dn Inn Ttt to 75 -200 _ 
*“ ErtoNteTer 800 *025 . 

IB 92 EtbSnGc* IlfiOO *100 03 

23) Ml bJ« IK Tracker 23800. . 28 

4BS Hi Up US Trador 4B 00 _ 

S9S 451 Sran 9>4JM *200 20 

56 to Cmg WtujCtrjtT 45 SO -IM _ 

04 1C Eng 1 Scot I73i0i *500 19 

S3 B3 Cm Cm Tc 0700 _ 19 

2B Ol BtetoftrlCpd SftM *100 04 

30 240 Riky Ear Vfil 3*3 IB *580 02 

50 24 hOrteVD 380 *000 

MB B0 FWgSpdW H70O _ l.l 


- 1123 
_ ITS 

- DTI 

- 5250 

0 

_ 2»M 

- 899 

- 3619 

- SD7 

- I3t 

- 2Mb 

- DC 
_ M05 

- 6894 

I 9*2 

- S74 

- 5622 

- S85I 
_ m 1 


540 49) Har Strata 
D4 8 Head TR Pjok 
K3 DO Herald to. Tat 
154 03 HGotetinCo 
ID HO IBS UK Smirlo 
17) 73 tod BtoTdte 

*KX rNVSCQ Ada 
199 BS INVSCOEw 
91 25 INVSCO Konu 
V 25 IWSCOTckro 
IB 97 faeTa bTrtr 
08 QS hneonCapNal 
06 HI IAS Or. 

429 321 UwOanrr 
<38 592 KktoDntoTte 
IP74 UrarEnrMVl 
(74 104 kleto End- ft, 

180 377 KIhiOVeb 
.» 143 ktenSdtaJ-ftp 
3B n Kim D*Aitf 
□09 903 Lira Deb 
H4 II L6G Reera IT 
5) B8 Ltoydi Sm Co 
. 201 M L4i 15c Lara 
I 172 S3 Lrr-tm 
ZD 747 Mtetoto. 

>92 52 MCunraEurpn 

B* M MCarafiwt B3J0 

(M n H Crane Pete BOM 

« IB H Crate Sm Or D00O 
4(74 273 FkKhm 4000 
145 18 Mro, traa.Tr HIM 
02 *« MnrrCemn 
DO 58 riitry VWSng 
77 EiT MkIu a lav 
A3 02 Mater 
2® BB nGriEtnytoe 
O 0 MGrl LktAnrCa 
BS 51 Mr rj 614(0. 

DO I* Hrrj [ irar j r te 
#® M 74rr> Iwem, 

501 VI Rn> kEoread 


D80O *050 O.I 
(835 »IM U 
16300 *280 Q7 
(*)00 *100 20 
KIM *000 23 
7000 *<U0 _ 

5600 -100 14 

BO0O *600 0.9 

<175 * I IS . 

2875 *000 . 

IBM - _ 

0050 *000 30 

17*50 _ _ 

42800 *600 13 

63500 *100 4.9 

9*-75 - - 

ISM - _ 

DBM *100 IJ 

E6C0 - _ 

37JOO0 . - 6348 

09900 4350 14 _ 

14300 *2M 12 . 

M&0D _ 18 _ 

20000 *100 40 
36500 . 40 

33000 *300 28 
•100 00 
*200 17 
• 225 09 
•100 10 
- 43 
*100 20 
GBLOO *550 12 
(4 DO *HB IA 
7400 - 7 1 

7 MM *400 18 

moo *iso 4j 

7800 _ _ 

6400. . I I 

»0O -JM JJ 
•800 *400 3« 

46P0D *100 38 


W2 no 


_ 300 

. ra 

_ (465 

- 839 

- 2D2 

_ am 

_ 4374 
_ 28)7 
. S90 
. 4187 

- 1848 

- 4021 

- 2364 


_ 6CB4 
_ rrw 
_ DC 


- 200 
_ 2542 
- *M 


TOth Low Snack 

IMcra 

CtacYM 

WE Coda 

Hick Lara Suck 

Prior 

Chf Ykl PfCOada 

406 334 Grain Sot* 

•05JO 

*1330 2J 

BB 

X » 


306 0D 

•JM 2b 

344 

■O 

52 to Gp Tn 

5020 

_ 3.7 

_ »9 

*)2Q Uradrai CM» 

29400 

•700 30 

B4 

23S 

08 MS GTIocGdr 

CH0O 

*IJS Jl 

- 5505 

Dl Bl 

MtrrUrd 

14300 

•100 14 

17.1 

MOO 

IB B H Sam UK £» 

94X30 

♦025 03 

_ 5590 

4*1 ID 

morpth 

484M 

- 17 TO ) 

5811 

12? 2 S HmS Bft & -3on H7S> 

*ISD IJ 

- 6538 

(to 92 

NnathlM 

nJO 

_ _ 

04 

2U5 

552 445 iicnd 

54600 

•200 1 7 

- 2230 

500 » 

MhniLdiraa 

4UJ0 

-IM 10 

400 

4M 

» * HondHrloc 

8*00 

*000 SJ 

M02 

25 32 

PGA Earn Trrar 

3150 


a< <*m 

7JJ Hcod|»5mCo 

J775 

♦025 _ 

- 4582 

2D 1 

Orem Hoot 

•25 

400 . 

87 

“ 


502 340 Hnj Saw ram wt 00 **400 1.1 _ tt*o 

40 386 Mrr, Venrram 400 00 


. 47 . 


” J44 | ■) Da Na*« Sm Co mjx> -OSO 2J - J7D 


2H H7 FraGrwdi 
03% Rm Tcfdgy 
23S 209 FibT* 

202 U RraWtePtor 
•M 396 Han Akrauan 


2000 *100 U 
'*00 -400 „ 
23500 *100 IJ 
DUO _ - 
(MM IOOO0 


»4 

- 503 

- 470 

- E3d 

- MO 

- 2907 

- 4871 

- 3M0 
_ «72 


SB X Mil Ad Mir 
ID 44 OHHunnlSA 
48b 3SC O-mtkra 
122 35 toic flat*, 
54 1! RxMr Harctn 
278 248 htaaiM 
*7 72 Pipibn 
363 29] Pipe UK Safe 

KJ *4 pnudic toanw 

WZM RITCralW 
*35 37 Sekte-AuPu 


47900 KUO _ 

mso . or 
45480 *100 10 
SM *12 0.4 
IM *000 14 
276CO *IM _ 
96J5 *0i0 - 
3450D 
HI 00 
30600 
SV0Q 


X 2D 
H 1 RjfoSnh 
459 286 Rate 
64 3b RnIHote 
76 C Rate Hoed, 
K00 UU Sam Hoed 
MU SneklrCW) 

11 91 Setefc 
320 236 Startebte 
5 1 SuHate 
2B a Thada H* 

ID (O Tot Ltritra i 
379 03 Tnot Motor 
D8 B5 Vwdon 
266 85 VO 
« 266 WraOop 

Life Assuranc* 

046 m ftkawkC 
778 377 VapUCa, 
an 2)7 LonMaAMw 
550 28) NoewteiUn 
448 416 Rtktamtal 
201 123 SttoaHCpd 
mm SraiUaBPm 
(20 423 LWAtete 

Media 

187 3D4 Abbott Mate 

00 (8 Mm 

-S 57 tafrCte 

01 DO AdWfcl 


UM 

6(30 

niM 

4)00 

TIM 

M20OD 

24800 

B6M 

25AM 

075 

WOO 

OSO 


- 22 - 
080 68 

- 38 98 S8W 

4100 - 160.9 as 

- 10 - HO 

2M 48 0 4 3277 

*IM It Kl 

-100 21 at 

_ _ 18 

MOD 13 - as 

-IM 1.9 93 JOto 

MHO *5600 73 IJ HO 

MSO -000 18 320 SB 

8SM - U8 44 2H 

34200 *500 l.l 288 2172 


BSM -200 33 368 BD 

to DO 000 II 48 *96 

SAM *100 40 K4 DO* 

SHOO ‘580 , _ 1368 

90700 2050 It 2LD 7M 

ZBM . . 31 IM 
53000 -6000 20 180 

(BM -200 4D 38 D9S 


646 239 83tyB 
64$ 9W Cipki l rate 


■000 3 7 

*200 ar 

*071 1 1 


32500 _ 2J Z70 S22 

KUDO _ 68 188 

SM *025 IO 203 (W 

K5M - - - Off 

3000 -IM £0 BJ SB 

22300 -l» 57 248 SM 

SI 100 - - SO 

13800, *«M 20 202 3406 

CUE 400 47 24 1732 

JtoflQk *300 I f 214 DB2 

64AOO *950 17 222 6664 

42700 400 36 B.4 2742 

57 35 aarai now «0O - 4j 10 2561 

7X00 .UM 00 - as 

BJ0 - lb 567 5807 
_ _ MOD . . U Ml 

348 00 {Mot Corp DUO -100 - 

OB BSEUrtUKka 235580 4700 IJ 200 147] 

354 l)S DorWKMr 2100 *5M 2.7 34 7 420 

IB6 7(6 H4AP 80600 *000 10 407 PB6 

735 4H EMI 9800k -IM 22 444 a 

M NS Earmoaw D4BM *20ffl 17 197 U00 

8848 i 774 W FtakUdi SUM **00 - - 340 

0ES 2JJ te GGT Group 03100 _ 40 220) 

W ZUMGWRGnte WOO 4100 1.7 7«4 TBS 

3«3 I 2U U8 Horaa 7M0O -200 50 BJ 233C 

7* I ZD H> rioter MSB* 21000 - 38 180 2*0 

I 4fi a Haora Cam -WOO - 17 201 ZW 



8»RB BOroMrAfcrpI 

OB Em 
« 365 EaplartecvCo 
* 29 GutonotaPt 
DU BTOHend 
426 330 bannaCMM 
089 944 Ubenrlra 
484 343 Uh Fork* 

230 00 LmdoaPadRe 
D6M LdnScacEfc 

208 110 MSG Gimp 

357 01 ItoBlIf 
DB IDS MAM 
22) M6 P totem 
■ 9 Awiberttan. 

J7B5 265 Ptaprarad 

SU 539 (tW-Ftod 
571 JD RrahberaBnra 
64 41 Rudaad 
445 302 SHJ 
TV 52] SbamTnM 
07 65 L|tei7lC 

Paper A Printing 
80 604 Aterafttoa* 64000 
mOD AM Group MOM 
208 (46 AftsVtonAp 
24 H BrahPmnGp 
WI 370 Brannra* 

M DO Bbfdraito 
327 234 BoranoraW 
74S <S Beit P<#thara 
09 44 MccnGrp 
277 BB bd 
20) 0* Capita] bid 
fl 56 CnmPk 
179 250 Crappra fl) 

849 214 OaURra 
3M 20a DtepUto 14 
223 70 Fmaon 
« ID Rdtf Group 

■ a note 

05? karate 

344 0* tank Aonr 
4B2B LowbBorar 
09 88 MT Hdhtep 

mm ■■ ■ ■ 

3350 

BO M Ptrai 
OX Ran 
BITS REXAM 
928 89 RFC Group 
WU Mora 
20 K6 SnteiDadS 
550 465 StAra 
K7 to TtntejMxr 
36 K Wkc 
B32» Waldto(nk 
416 ITS WKP1OI0B 
204 ■ W»id a nPran 


- 198 38 2399 

- 17 108 4089 
_ 07 00 042 
_ IS 348 2387 

42600 *500 47 H0 207 
5*150 *09) 17 208 (00 
48 00 MIJO 17 HI 722S 
BZ0D _ _ _ 3BS0 

1X00, _ 14 XJ 240 

155200 _ 12 XI 3S30 

24600 *6X30 56 IU 3846 
MM _ 14 VI Stt£ 
23100 .-09) 10 98 5411 
■UH _ 50 (U 4568 
BBS 00 *4000 TA 221 5691 
98600 *500 20 284 084 
5)700 +25X30 10 ZJ WO 
5575 _ 13 HJ 3£» 

37100 . 61 MW 

7BM -BM 17 Kl *Ot 
900 -100 - - 0 


CJ0 BUb 3527 
60000 _ IS 168 U7 

KA50 -300 53 E0 08) 
2025 - 11 88 m 

4050 _ 43 HO 

DUO _ 21 319 

28100 -900 1 4 203 SM 

47500 -400 49 B I 2905 
0800 _ II 0.1 4046 

74400 *IM 10 ISO 107 
(■JO -200 41 *18 3442 
6400a _ 41 17 6752 

74)00 -IM 24 44 1946 
29050 -OSO 03 46 IM 
25400 - 37 K0 64)9 

78JD - 21.1 IS 
74493 .300 13 B7 D9b 
UBSD -IM 28 03 180 
7100 *200 98 B0 3B23 
njQ -JM 43 OX7 
MOD _ 41 B6 

2492 - 44 9.9 256 

MB 00 -IM 10 08 201 
*700 -700 IJ M 3996 

QUO -300 58 0 8 2780 
2800 _ 18 90 6479 

27700 .1XB . - HD 

□100 -200 U H9 ISM 

1600 KUO 19 * 0 Wl 
2BL00a »5JO 00 80 29(0 
S04M *100 19 XI 2886 
0700 _ 17 S0 3658 

n an _ _ jj joj 
24)00 >200 54 16 3224 

H50O -HUM 
25200 _ 27 MB 11*2 


Share Price Data -n* ri«w t the («*« 

Pricot an In soring e*c®pc toted Jha jrtoM 

Utedao * in rew n p^dw sfwepr to -, TTtn p ricoXten* ^ ^ indurfc^ tMcpoowt 

» Ek-bB: s Suspumhxt p Mr S^mberg 

Gfc Prices am Bloomberg Gffltrict. 

The Independent Teleshare - Tel- 0891 - 201 200 

To — Real-Time Stare Men*. 24 hoi«a da* ofl M91 - 201 200. 
You win hna" dw cumene FTSE 100 Index fcflowrad py i Suae* Market Sumirary Repori 
You ran hMmip* ic my tm* id h«r * Rcd-Tlme Stare Price bf V*m ‘ l*« a ^ ^ 

the [brings txi rite page. 

To gee a Mombcrdilp Nronber to set-up your ftsrdollo triNx ptease tail rf» Help Desk on OTI - 
729-8288 (during butinoss ham). 

For hdp with die wmee, Inciuding tha Portfato firife/i 08 d* Help Desk on (H7I -729-8288. 

(715 fk. London EC2A 4Pfl- 


•4* 


. i-4 


I cate coat JBp jwr okikiw. 


Seaq volume: 939.1m trades 76300 


Gilts index n/a 


Market Leaders: Top 20 volumes 




acSdtOpm 

| Stuck VM Scock 


VW Stock 


M 

Suck 

Vtal j 

RCJFLC 

2302m PramtarOlPU: 

5.0m Cairaddt H.C 

4J9m 

HepwcaTh PLC 



675m Thru( Tnm PLC 

SDm McBride M-C 

4 Jim 

SOrAC 

3.43m 1 

MH Furnftuv 

849m EmoraU Encrar 

510m InrhcoK- PLC 

305m 

Ream PLC 

1 


838m TiBowOd 

403m T^teWootkxw 

304m 


?J?m, 

fWikimon 

522m Vxrrton PLC 

4 tom Affirvgnc Ml 

3 79m 

WaresUty3*U* J.&- ’ 

[ FTSfc 100 Index hour by hour 

14:00 

57704 

Up 5.6 

up« 5»a 


([:« 

58079 

Up 43.1 

BA0 



H» 57947 

Up 29.4 

C£00 

5802.0 

Up J7 2 

KM 

5782.1 

Up 17 3 

KMK2 5609.1 

Up 44 J 

0.00 

5796.0 

Up 3 2 

bow 

5767J 

Up 2J 


M(li Low Suck 

Prior 

to 36 Hanra^tar 

4700 

2B Kfi tarmnlm 

752.00 

UM 752 LandSrct 

*37 JD 

* S LdhAAraoc 

7425 

309) Uto Mar Sac 

□BOO 

m *0 MdteSras 

144 DO* 

601 to) Tirf 

602.00 

33)252 MM- Em 


222 HI Noam 


1424 MoorilcM 

27 00 

BB 05 MteteraAJ 

HAM 

71102 Pad 

6ft DU 

307 212 Prop 

30700 

2X3 ZB Amp Ptpnhp 

74300 

29 > FarianPmpi 

2500 

tojfi loiter 

30 75 

Dl B5 fcftfir pTcrm 

on® 

73 3 SradaGtedm 

6000 

05 W Sata 

HL50 

BOM SaxMac 

9500 

232 DJ Shafattray 

2050 

-VB26I Bo^rErai 

■mso. 

DS DO Snadijanm 

0300 

*5 (8 ScModHcn 

79 75 

O 79 TB 

9625 

»9 D9 twElDM 




DD DO TtaKord PH 


27) 209 WkmarEtct 


268 228 Wmtem 


13(90 WteaCky 

*3400 

Retailers, Food 


03 UK A3DA 

TO 25. 

TO 417 Brake firm 


7139 Buterar, 

6800 



54 Jfi Rcrtaltre 


CBM fr*a 

D8JO. ■ 


3000 00 

54 77 kahM 

GUU * 

354 X3 Kraft Saxe 


20 K7 MarriaonW 


fi W Food Op 


40 » Safaraar 


534 3® SirraHra, 

«1DCl . 

307 BB iffiCTtaM 


S46 3D Taaco 


28 189 Tlianmn 

2B70O 


Prior ChgYld p/ECode 
ii 67 


400 30 32t IS 

- 17 HI 3543 
_ 5J 114 344) 
_ 4.9 i49 4268 

-IM 38 450 1X7 
-IM 17 (74 
■lOO I 4 H. 1555 
_ 3J -7162 

- 54 «0 OSl 

- 15 830 M 
♦700 2 1 4)J MS 

. *7 HJ am 

- 54 au 207 
*0H 4.4 EJ 2BE 

. 10 190 AM 
093 50 25.4 Ml 
*100 30 14 7788 

- it zu m 

- IJ *4l5 *856 
4100 II 336 HD 

- 57 II a 0.4 

- <7 9J am 
100 - 229 2556 

- 17 530 3672 

- 40 14 TO 
•ISO 31 174 ** 

- 5 8 H0 m 

- J1 Ml 2259 
300 - taJ 1238 


Tfigh Law Stock 

56 34 OrtM 
017 427 Pm, 

2B 779 Pharc-Mc 
44 II Ptekfcot 
589 28 7SO 
3RI 203 t^dtoShan 
1(6 KH hM0K 
m *30 Adbncc 5ac 
30* 196 KcntelG'P 
*■ DO RJcrato Grp 
HM 7B RM 
557 KJ RMnmAMocn 
to8 386 Hod* A N 
270 03 RI>5Gip 
HU5I& Av 
BOW iaNc*n(Cl 
H7 Q linderawS 
03 338 SctactAppc 
3000 Wt in Gp 
IK) 655 Srm Gp 
WO BS UiteaMcE 
640 305 StenrdM 
52 3* Srmon Grmp 
9430 kanddv 
284 IB Sa^utp 
229 19 Sea An 
B2 55 Tore. 

200 H7 UOO 
340 67 Umrul-u*. 
343 154 Vap Gp 
300 2*3 Wtanrr Hra* 
Ml 224 WJnrRqteg 
4* Wurarrm Paw- 
*27 Ri wSPCrapp 


Price ChgYld PiECadr 


sn 

8CJ0 

33900 

sun 

58700 

J»00 

(4500 

i f ri O Q 

299.7J 

Hoao 
975 00 
53300 
<77 JO 
26300 
□M00 ■ 
0600 
8*00 


. 3 2 *4 2 7SS 
-200 (18 it) *2fifi 
. 3J 24* 


Telecom mu nit 

(20 JW BT 


itions 

6000 


319 IP Ota ft WtotaD 66400a AW 20 


355 29 LlWConm 
522 2S2 Biojf, 

IB 78 Go, Cable 
475 to tea 
17. Di o™, 

277 Tto SoaaKur 
<22 « TrtaMtoc 
5S7 263 vtxtafara 


15400 

4)400 

I27M 

D0O 

J4..75 

16500 

7700 

540X30 


380 48 VAimlP 

ItoCaaen, General 


Pharmaceuticals 
S3 29 Afc)ina 
285 8) Brio* hotter 
CO JM Cate Arteodgr tol» 
IE Sm CrateP tom 73291 
660 MS Crtardi Gp 30090 
444 3B Onuratt 2SL50 
446 Kl Gatan Hklp -4 JO 
2B0 RJ07 Gton> WlkoM DOOM 
02 42 Huwnfdon U 4600 


D9) - - 

WS0 -IM _ 


131 Of Mtena 
M) 76 M-Uta 
«4 ID OarMotaator 
401 2(6 raplkta TV 
X9 M Rradtoa Rrai 
93 32 fouuabtr 
644 230 Scuta Mdto 
99 424 SKBoadi 
D 46 Pii lta ra i 
*1 414 SKdMdiA 
2125 K2DZBCCA 

Property 

HI XI AMteUto 
DB 05 Arab (Vop 
W R Bondarari. Gp 
283 224 Btana 
3K HB M) 

64 39 BnaEadltoB 
330 730 fraAmlRte 
781 Bi Br load 
S 87 Brin 
M7 99 Btetod 
« 3S7 Cap toopg Ca 
2)0 224 CapWw* 

■gj aa CdnHPnap 

H4 CraMaGp 
D ) Cratoplod 
409 31) OtotaMd 
CD 5*0 OratarflaH 
- Qtearwtatl 


*HJ 
- 9KD 
_ 197] 
*100 - - (802 
550 _ - «H4 

im _ - a 

- - kj aw 
•57X30 2J 327 8324 

- - 6( 5» 


E7JI0K MJ» 10 73 £2)6 
*200 - . 1250 urn 

2ft 00 IM - - 173) 

.jso . . m 

UOO -100 - . 2368 

8300 *050 _ _ o 

3B0O -400 - - 6649 

7SOX30»*HOO 1.9 388 K63 
64X20 -100 . . MH 

76000. *1100 1 9 JU toS 
3640M -MOO 17 389 QB 


*39X30 - 46 02 D47 

6000 *1(30 12 »9 0)2 

24650 - - 298 2553 

27200 - 49 196 US 

K60Oa _ 60 D I 2D0 

(OSO - 20 756 US5 

3D 50 *300 IS 2 17 XU 

73500 .100 10 to8 

2SUO -100 40 X I 1760 

(XT 00 *200 2J 356 1853 

44)00 *050 26 29 1 133) 

B»M - I J 23 7 STB 

28DMk - 14 204 0 

900 - - KO 2965 

900 - - 30 0 638* 

40)80 *2200 ft) 700 KBS 

tOOB _ 28 _ B« 

J6M . _ _ ten 


Government Securities 


334 M Grava 

MOO 

*2150 U 

23J 404 


1642001 

- 1 v 


26 H Deto 

1900 



fid 75 Dafiradcun Tftra 

O5S0 

- 13 


BB Hfl Darare, 

BUM 

- 28 


50 4* Parnon BJ 

551 50 

- 14 


208 223 Ctes^ss Sac 

»00 

_ | I 


71 _ D -rate 





IMSD 



Bl D7 Ewrtlaad, 

742047 

*11)0 11 


* Z7 RtsOata 

4020 



XT’ ^4 mgfteFto 


•0.50 49 


ItB 7(6 GrW^ra T “ 

33700k 

_ 29 


B D* Cnortenra 

DUO 



TK m Gt hntand 

2HH 


2SB HO Graynra 

22500 


HI O 7knftrn Cray 

GUO 



B4 4}l Hara iifare 

50L50 


*2 S KwvtreTR 

»J0 



UK« HUDar 

5*000 

- 10 

dr van 


30* 10 
286 199 Aldan 
2» BS Ataad Carpan 
50 201 AnteaGp 
TIP 1H Algol 
HI 20 AddcylU 
257 BD AuntoHrad 
3U 326 Bate 
172 Kl item (J) 

U2 00 BtartaW 

□4 Bl fira m .a r 

5 52 M0 BbcHLrii 

114 0> Rod, Shop 

553 KB Boon 

451 375 Brurai IN) 

625 <24 Carpan up, 

374 220 Chum 
550 48 OkindrC Co 
ID 76 Orann ijjr 
MS ID Goran 
628 <H5 0*5 
*31 177 Dabterara 
722 4(2 Dram Gp 
53 1) Doc Brr u T t q ua 
a 3 In Gp 
HI ID Etan 
207 H7 FnMAr. Do, 
IE 00 tedbrta 
WO 295 Trtndi Car 
■V 242 Gebbmon 
MSB G<Ur%. 

3*. 233 MAC ten 
J»» Hrantart 
28 DS HwafFrate 
» J64 pten, 

BM 40 teterr 
«2S 2D Ura-t 
ID 26 Liatete 

Ol 4S1 TiiriaS !p 

300 MR 
285 IB rVat Bm 
*58 SBO (tan 
I 97 78 Nam 
409 BO Omi teom 
328 257 RDtera 
DBM 5 m Gp 
HR ten 

4)3 313 5madr *VH 
<»0W 5eriato . 

276 Dr . — || IMI 
■(2 Wo 
w B 7155m 
<71 EM Tad filter 
73-05 Than 
304 88 TW Radi 
390 200 Um 

M*JK VtarttotoLa 

306 03 Wkbca 
Wa “VntaGdil 


2000 
naso 
H50) 
to. 00 
(WOO 
32.00 
BJSO 
33650 
A3 50 
05 08 
W9JC 
to! so 
CO JO 
R250 


*4 25 20 K8 D01 
*6X10 10 218 3W 

- IS D 9 1571 

- 15 Hi HD 

- - IB«7 M2 
•7jo _ HTjti sm 

- 2-1 20 9 236 
• 400 4 4 I) ( lltf 

200 72 as rm 

- 09 2X1 

- 08 B4 -rjj 
100 4) Q4 *)B 
-* 00 JJ 2i 4 BSC 
•350 4 4 WL3 vn 

550 L* Apparel 

K! 78 AlmonhaW HO 00 

jj 1 DO Afted Tu eQJChi 

^ fcwwftw aiso 

□j no BA<jpon-tk- 
2 ® Ghnmoic «0DD 

g»B CanWpb 8400 

*** ^5 Courcauldi Top u_m» 

** D-teatGp^ SS 

D2 74 RI Gp i IB nn 

O » Hannori Gp 
JM 227 Hfcterap 

7 2 itafa 
J75 2)0 fcmSod 
PO 06 tea 
KB *75 Late Gp 

8 70 UraaRH 


>2600 - _ «4t, 

- _ DSao S7# 
• OSO 24 9 3 vCS 

- U 83 IrA 
•MM I I 15 1 777* 
•000 44 OS* 2642 
*500 1 2 31 I 3K7 
-500 09 24( 3«3 

- 14 3*9 HH 
■300 20 2X6 6323 

'8500 0J 56.1 66X7 
*0-50 60 flj Mil 
♦IM 68 -98 VJO 
645M -taOJ 06 M4 UBS 
196000 *4700 05 50 1 UM 
2500 06 (I J 7502 
-100 28 240 7210 

- 10 31.6 BIB 

■000 - - HTJ 

- - .2951 

-300 19 390 02* 

- HO 9 1 2990 
*100 28 3 7 <738 

- W 42 3RD 
-6M 97 R0 4W3 

- 11 1J0 5*46 

- 24 90 S5U 

- 07 . KU 

- 48 HO 0 
•OSO 30 Kt c 


I SI SO 
■7700 
6® JO 
4900 
5250 
28000 
l«00 
9100 
20000 
000 
32700 
2*300 
34600 
4800 
8900 


*700 4 0 »7 


39 


U 3J8 JU* 

- 40 24 4 *4 


■’*- ■* 3992 

•IM 62 110 ©to 
5) DO B2b 
*400 IJ 56 
•500 10 nj 7X70 
•■ 00 - 70 «J8 

•im *• c.3 on 

70 II 6 4WI 

- 65 02 wo 

- 3 7 BO IB7 

- *i Hi JM, 

KOCi I i JJ? jXH 

- 52 0 
■ JO 29 22 

7 0 26 1 (872 
^00 -DW 50 1*0 2928 
150 16 Si 540 
** IJ* a 13 

jj r?o n» 

12 7 7944 

i ; 

'00 . 


! fl nj PteidGp 
■»! DJ B8 PmbteGi 


»oa 

4CT50 

to 92 

335 06 


48 3J 

<5 27 
71 51 
44 32 

ai v 


Re ante* 
SbamxoCfi 
5a 'tar 
Soria* 
Xcrrta^ta 


*375 

24700 

100 

3Q0Or 

(400 

moo 
a oo 
woo. 

■33M 
38 75 
T><» 
58C0 
17 00 
BOM 


* J X» - 657 X05 

•2200 _ 

*•« - . 

_ 240 
■525 _ _ 4711 

■500 <36 29 7 BE 

■2-50 LI 454 5/7 


- 58 (30 K3£7 

- 59 RLf ISSO 

- 57 _ 7<«5 

*'00 40 B.4 CTO 

- S.I _ 1(60 
*006 11.9 B6 HB 
■100 50 2429 TOO 

- 20 17.1 1988 

- 4J 357 2B2 
5a _ OH 
19 H0 22SG 

- - - 0 

- U Ol 2278 

•'» 18 56 2409 

- 77 7.1 2434 
■ 21 7J2W 

•I 00 7.9 4.4 2715 
*'00 3 6 e.9 K» 
MS BJ IIJ 28E> 
•>w ns 219 m* 

-'00 110 54 29S2 
»9 90 am 

- B0 9.4 o 


35 at ran! SS 

•0 2S . U08 “ fto Hatohor 


5*400. 

5000 

I « w knparre 

*3 ,4 -S^pon: 

Si M -7606 i J . ‘'™9 ,, Brt5n 

<0*00 _ Q4 22.9 3mi 3 i A 8 Rana 

aoo >100 ia 5?? «*no a™, 

”5» -X>00 3X 206^!®^° *«'*<* 

3S-50" - Ul£T w »»« LatErT 

22iOO JS013 a i *Aa * <40 BAA 

>000 3 4 ™ I *4 -W fir Aowir. 

*®°° 08 SO 22W ■ JS* 

O-SO 13 ai Q4] 1 C® ?? ““"tap 

- - 08 3 mo I ^ garatoopYaap 

*050 L' i) *» I « 5l S lr ywi 

• ^ 7 69 tiQo | ® J 

3M 11 sa «a ® » Wra, 

■3-te 2* 36 J OM 

- »3 DJ I2J7 S27 ' :; 9tohaad 

*100 6 0 70 esa I J* Ctorie Dm* 

- 30 177 m , SZ15 HHhira 

000 oo 64 4425 

- 9 0 Mi 05, 

DS 009 


04700 
20200 
600 
58000 
DO 00 
32200 
82850 
7000 
E7S0 
■200 
89M 

5175 

M?S 

**20.) 




36050 

RM 

234.50 

(5800 

m so 

9300 
22)01) 
48550 
395 xn 


O’ B teob, 

<n 02 HhT”* 

W6 CleowCrp 

■^5 ao PA o 

^ - "tt* Rkhrari 

‘DO - - ?m| 2S « Swtaoir 

■«" «U 0. S3 

’ Wwl S £ 2 1 T^^r 

2Sf5ra^ 

' Water 


*900 *0 D l IS 
- ” or 30b. 
■4® *2 HO 3041 I 


«6« *4 00 5 4 B0 BQ] 

a-s^s- 

““ 28 BS n» 

*•-56 3< *33 tax 
S3 RI B64 
< 4 B4 3735 
- 20 17.4 4409 
'60 10 HJ 4489 
• - — (654 

*■» 30 17.9 

28 53 2335 
18 &B 50) 
SS *"» (.9 R9 up 
->06 U 188 23H 
mS - 30 14 3852 
10 20 2J5( 
Sm «, 3J 300 *3*8 
DiO 20 BJ (535 

68700 


57000 
%oo 
1*00 
23500 
22006 
S70O 
ZKJO 
BUM 
fid OC 
58400 


MM 

73CJO 

930X36 

2*06 

®0O 

54800 

2(800 

23500 

1700 


TO (Z7 

S-il.^alSaida 

4300 


6700 
43800 
■7 so 


, „ 791 

'■ x» 90) 

>400 _ 

- 381 


i* v 


B?M -4000 0.4 790 S I ES YteJ3^* r * , “ Km' j-? M ICO 


Engineering Vehicles 

64 97 Adray Oan n 


QUO -IM U 8 I MMlMgb 
(5200 *0330 10 230 *250 
0500 *100 12 - »B 

MM . 26 0.7 3883 
ZHJ0 *900 13 MJ 
US0Ok - 10 364 201 
HfiBM -I600U _ KB8 

H)SJ - 14 BJ SS8 
437M MOO - 120 22SB 

33<« *&75 2. _ 1938 

86 JO *600 ( 7 192 2929 
9800 - dl 69 4SB 

25606 - _ E.9 HOB 

8200 - 7J 60 208 

Extractive industries 

Qi *TpL" Rn (Q BJSk 4U8 _ _ 0 

47 25 Ann tod 77X30 _ _3U3B4 BB ' 

253 02 Mere It* CD 4100 _ _ J423 ; 441? ** 

B.C 4104- . Otaci £jS 


7S7 5(6 
HO 9* Mw 
J44 3S5 Pocrom 

M» Derate Gp 
349 279 Fteiladi 
Effl 907 GKN 
BOM kata Para Gp 
S2DX3 Un> 

241 BO LiKanky 
206 ID nvfcawr 
I73 96 Sriww 
250 B3 TIN 
MU UPFGp 


23 11 Dt Bear, (Cj 


* taK j 52wMk 

Low Stock Prka Che YldCatelw,!, Lora Scoch 

Index-Linked i u « c«. j ji. tvp 

HAD 1088 Tir L5. 4023 98 HUS Ml 480 4X77 i ***> 


19678 420 J04 KA! 64,7 C«i4Lhrp 


79703 V&32 TWUL20O 

I94JE SB 97 Try LL 25 03 79208 41ft 3 07 sty Shorts 

C!An n/« Tip it 4j)s 04 cag on 3X1 ere! noa 999* r»7js»)8 

2K 75 19004 T17LUC6 3&K 4116 UP 3S9 0141 »,.* Tn EiftW 

09-53 000 TqrUl20D9 ES0 4)22 106 3ft) | Q804 iflj .< 6eh B\4ft 

198.47 176(9 Tty LI 25 U WJ 43J8 30 32&I I *35. H HUB} T;. 901 » 

1*484 HSJ8 %7lUll ft).7? OI9 107 0401 MM 1056 Eta* UK 99 

I71S 14784 Tip UL 25 20 01.63 4301 100 309 j 0797 WJ; T„ 10 5*. 99 

«JS 12238 Ttpim:* H4ji 4128 307 4993 toj to.75 Ti r r,\ to 

(43.A 00.19 Tip tl 4.I2S 10 M2 ri 4m 3 ID StCJ\ 1068 CSV Ctm B2S*.«9 

Perpetual j Mediums 

41 30 23.75 Cep 20K Aarp 40J8 4L2 AS 9» ' «6 « K!J6 CnKm 

TirLBRap 3988-025 617 RJ I non 1X36) Tir u* » 

Trj 3% Pap «95 0B 603 JCB'KHia BIX T, Bl 00 


Red J SlWMk 

Price Gbg TldCoda Wgfi Law Stack 

W33 4)V 47T 1X36 IBV BBOOTirdStt 
S.TS -U4 6U 3230 0684 H 02 feHtB 

us -04( 6J0 ran b id tut T»r t% a 

! 03. ft ft* Tar 7k 01 

*388 10906 TkjrlJWBZ 

B803 02.16 TlpnO) 

IMO) 10.94 TwOTO 

11622 8206 Ttr UJt 04 

9006 83 JB Fund 3A04 

1«W 1047 Con 90S 0* 

*74313 95-Ofi Tl»6J5tW 

10.75 H057 C*9J»® 

130(6 B4» r^OftO 

IGJ BSM T»,IS-® 

*3 44 9994 Tnr/JSkM 

(OSO 41 674 ID I Be 97 *> S TapB*® 

*3(4 4323 6M MB I (BJ 900) Te7JS04 


■COM QD0 7« |222 
KMC) 4)07 7 09 JQ4 
HD 0b 4) OB j B 2087 
02UJ 4)137 Till m 
KSJ 4)0) 702 2081 
B4.D *W 692 JKS 
■W.94 Off 680 E7H 

1HS47 4316 68] DM 
*H ft 41 ft 6» 310 i 


Prica Oic YldCode 
*»97 4)0J 68< )0f7 
tt<6 806 7J> J« 

0X9 823 t O 5237 

ram -035 tit <w 
IB84 4125 64t im 
B7 47 4k 61 66D7 
□6.75 4IJB 605 M94 
Ilj. S 41 B 666 JW 
S22 -024 10 2M 
IS25 «« 629 Sff 
m« 4LB 42) 6479 
1**4 -0* 62S MJ* 
□903 4)4 63* 3149 
ihoi 4)44 «n iq 
nOu 4)44 tiuu 

(®-97 4)28 646 n2» 


fiWMfe 

Ttofti Low Stock 
BJj* H9.06 *.75107 

IPS B520 7t 7(-5T07 
>0)84 9672 Tip 7251 07 
I24J2 B9ff TlfW.CS 

ii / jj njB T W na 
Longs 

*32.75 8672 1i r 625VB 
0781 WA CretoSH 
12986 ID ft TnTlO 
9663 8094 TnSSftD 
(SU4 nj) Tirnu 
His 9094 T«r7.7rt o 
□2.78 n 66 Tnffl e 

DL* B8-JB Ttffi)5\ IJ 


B9 00 4144 6.B45S1IB60) OH T w r.k 


tad 

Pita Oi» Vide ode 
mu 4124 640 M3 
re* 4144 6.D JSS 
■08* 41 44 60« mj 
QJJfl 41 SJ Ku id 
■506 ASJ 4B ]m 

*8.22 4)47 60 B3I 
D6M 415b (IJ 60(9 
12716 4309 tn SMS 
*547 4)41 597 JQS 
*RJ» 8S3 617 4771 
IH> 4)44 6B Kl 
OIIB 000 685 390 i 
!»» 4Ud h oj s m 


Support Services 

W Adaanl mu i 
6<5 96 AEA Tete* 

»4« teHAlAbm, 

(9 30 Aidia Gp 
456 254 Attara Ws 
DB >D BNBAra 
675 409 BW 
JH 95 8571 Gra 
PB SBO BTG 
(D* 4TJ Butaneu Poa 
477 204 CteaGp 

® M Godaite 
SI (OBJ CMC 
«8 IB Cadi Grp 
<15 tt) Carpel 
22 Cryportelte 
3*t 241 Can San 
SM2D DCS Grp 
875 640 Drirta 
93 290 D^rea 

W S DnnMnGrp 
*0 405 Eten 
m<D HGteor 
400 ITS HreraeNte 

™ W Mottltore 

3 £E 2 & 3 «»SS! 6 !^— . 


W 46 uu VIS 

'**w 28 24.4 066 
- 2700 
*' » 4.9 B0 IV* 
9» II 0.9 4511 
'« 2.7 l*« *71 
“ ,S D 10 2U3 KBa 
. 3} EJ 3306 

• * - - m 

J -» 5.1 55 KM 
- 76 HI IK 


»*0C 

(aaiici 

DTJO 

12100 

*36taV. 

7 55m 

43500, 


J M SJ BJ 403 
<0 *14 BOO 
01 «0 3025 
■ 44 tL4 5J3S 
61 78 40FJ 

— vua *cr„ 52 w SRI 

*Z%**\2 W 405 
9Q2jn U -SJ S7Z7 

4» 50 98 *87 




■% 

4?? 

V I 

-A 
ar- - 

-J-‘) 
-*« 
— ?. 


ri! 


x-r* 


>7- * 


• V 
•w. ' 

a “a 

‘-'Li 

■'« 

rig 

-jr j; 

=9 •* 

.'A-'* 

,1U!rJi 

\=r-4» 

M 


.eS “S* 


•3 *32^^ a, 
SS'Ssis ^ ssi 

Si -SI II 3 i 


K00 

5*00 


■'00 S3 
*900 48 


U $728 


KOI LrpKa 
wa LreftMe.5- 
D1 77 LairaMtata 
«« 13159 
*» *5 rancor- 
<*« T4acn) 4 V 
56 20 7405 
40 38 TVtnira Aeftay 
TO B5S Hiera frxu> 

Wff Merepa 
2t80 110 - 


S5 ’S i2 a 

•Tom ir, “F/ > « 


237« tad 

6% SO. - 7. 2387 I Haflipei, 


E72_M 


- «. Igi 


Pik* 


D701 

MM 


Ch dp) 

4189 

ODD 


B4 63 4,56 -Sfetl-SSHafa 


man. _ if »a 

<900 _ U 111 Bl 

41 JOr *000 7j a. , 42 

*W0O -lire ^ J 2777 
"00 _ IS97 

J SE ,,B5 *?f 2* SSi 

- '2 «a Dto 









23/UNIT TRUSTS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 28 FEBRUARY 1^8 

23 


UK Equity Growth 


AaoeyEWca 

MteyfutWUKCm 


MJanceSlBcaaoCateth 



ia lOmntaeaJGm 
WB6WO, 
CarMoij aval 

tCanmoLljih 

**52?“«PWrt«o» 

4CCMG0) 

gaepgaaBaaUore 

^SZST**' 

WvfincWac, 

sCofcniafcpSO 

^■wMitewfsiQwatt. 

ojoooajKEtMr 

CL» > PTijtiaft 
OosanoflCUEi 


11*2 

oami 

11/77 

WAT 

OGiK 

obbs 

12/B6 

(CBS 

02*6 

or*? 

,084 

«Ur 

<B/K 

11/87 

11/72 

oi/e* 

O'/BL. 

OS/71 

OIBT 


ft *«mi 

b*> Sb. 


rax, ss 

HOT <0 
MO Si 
■«> SJ 
£00 U’ 
MO ITT 

HO 35, 

500 ii 

10® 107 

1*0 «j 

1(00 J 
'OKI J77 
■000 M 

iooo u. 
1«0 sr 
TO 3M 
500 0 

can iso 

□30 u 



FraxMuMCMtt! 
tFrtenBPiDK^ewaadTto 
F»enttPnf»i*Foeu» 
Ifnenoartni^GB, 

4fcAEgulvG0, 

^>*n'wuri50r 
GMlWe/SRKEquIy 
tO/nmcfeUKCacMKri 

TGonotAEi^^yaciKnj 

njiusGm 

GuankoGmEaMy 

IS3S^ WOW3p 

Meoaononemci/Bwtsii 
iranociBonUffn 
«H«)Oic*eArtaMnohfl3lli 

®SM 

p '*>dnx , DiEnrtan (vl-kj 

ssgssr 16 sss 

HSBCTwbxta 
HSBCUtati 

3^SK*“* 

TJtfraxF/ySmoOi/i 
TJotrconFryuhG*. 
sJumonJiiah 
tJ^m'JMcecblSluaiiar, 
*®ra«LMjp«BJ 
Ttnaa/&i>r«&M*v 
Ux-paaGcrf^Bernwy 
UocoMtecacw 


(CBS TpQCC 
,2« 50Q 

00/71 500 

2TO0 _ 

SS tg’*S 

«K Iooo '£ 
«W icw 7? 

O/W I0QD ?7 
11% 100000 0 
ra«« 5a> X 

07*0 J50O a 

raw "SS ? 

02/71 500 4 

os/o m s 
sal ” 
522? iooo 19 

10*3 350 i 

UW 540 J, 
0MB 1*0 „ 

OM* .3HxS % 

m -* 

DM5 

11/87 1 0400 

100000 56 

D.*S 100400 ® 

<3*2 KO r 
07,73 sto , 
OMI 1000 Cl 
•1.8? TOGO si 

!iS '«» ** 

12*5 540 77 

01*5 100000 5t 
01/87 100P 7j-. 

«*« iooooo u 
1Q7M irj® -4 

M® s® iij 

TOW iooo ro 
«V® 5-X- 83 

TOTS 500 s 
01(95 1000 653 

W.TT 10* * 

TOBO 10® 3 

«81 5® n 

MO 


■*2fW> HO* , in 

05/0 106 16 ,ja 

Iffltt '®»w I.x! 

*£ !SS '« 
11861 «, 
5?i? WW >» 

76 et is? 7*. 
■MX 1IBW 

>8** lla® 
J|J« ,a» 

5^100 W vj 
■J-'UO lift 58 

IS M 121 70 M 

"7 51 1216b to 

0 iifU * 

'1409 i® 


TV” TO 

IE?7p 11007 


F«Ub£, 

irSS?^S^ 

£^“*'-»*U| U rCw* 

[^OfMaimicACli, 

IcO&gr*^ 

5* M , J^ vwato« 

(■*®8oaoUw*iin 
S^ain atTO Otxk- 
DMGcndnuni 
SP^ya^VEaioounO 


Q«C 

CC9, 

12/9 

(B*J 

01% 

(4*74 


■(TO VI 

1000 14H 
nor. bi 


,8 16140® 

■OTBO 122 vi 

V? 6 * •*> 

5^ 1?1 1*0 4- 

HI 77 lu 
65 51 136 33 

!£*> iwra 
160 J5 134 61 
7^57 i is 04 « 

lid X 27 

1 5- : » Q1S7 4 

■0 30 i«r m 

«M lit'S “ 

■“' io i*4j i"i 

Xjl I® « 1J7 

!i,S° K 3: 165 
£JS iw 

MW 

If25 

is s J ««ss I® ss 
B "S 31 «s i 


GMiunwB 

l opro. 1 raOung » 

SKsasasf^^™ 

TmOcnonincSCaO 
iHuUauihSGii 

saaaggr* 

n5aa.ihmjo. 

|"1^0X»3neic»i 
Ut'iraonfiKJwnc 
ismctMetKiog, 

; Li-21 JUJncAT*. 

(Jitoj&rairtLitiJlaauniHlci 


,000 

06.74 50X0 17 

07* 10® 7, 

M*' 500000 31 

01/73 MUD 94 

igwj rwoo u. 
12/71 »o UT 
(CTO 10m jt5 

cy? >joa 
HKO 10QD |J? 
W*D loo® (4> 

TOT? io® 94 
2500 419 
KUO 13 
1000 2 
ID® 30 

inn i i 


TOKI 

ewe 

B*0 

11*0 

12/81 

03I5U 

10437 


364® 131 33 57 

1*033 11933 B5, 

3C5* i;u48 TO 

«« in m 6i 
*06J i*/«i r 
1 14 4/ 134 
1 1433 133 
Hb® I® 
<1707 1® 
znsi IMS 3 
11/30 I® 65 UJ 
31740 ITS IS OS 
rtf 4a 1 19® 87 
14jni 1.-4. <8 31 

434 40 1 1B 74 SC 
IP’ 06 IX 
228*3 1 1892 31 
24810 12840 30 

110 74 i®® 146 

2sntz 14110 i 

'0 it i® *7 i m 

"■ i® xn 


AbwonKiiC.'. 

4A£5*4T*C». 

L£.U*2ijca»^Co-, 

»5n*Co: 

iBtotf ‘ - 


6000 343 36V.® 


1.03 


Jf7*an«i5mCx 

WWOUKSmCik 

tCjmrti OI4KC.T r. 
Diii4irwUhSir*:oa 
nXifcvbCf, 


wxyo 


iyf« 


T*M13Brteh3pp 

SSSSL 

BM&*xzn 

H4AW8l3h 


166 ra I27W 
Ibl 70 134 17 
67,5 107 83 iji 
4-i} & HQ® 

M740 101 71 I® 
61 BB 119® 
3010 1 IS 22 M 

22040 ,053, ^ 

13® 10331 

87 » | ? | W 

4000* ,3171 
'54J3 i lb* I AC | 
43, 40 13677 
273* 1,887 « 
589 70 i®37 
5*i * 11635 M) 
47J1 TI771 75 

1*70 111 io 104 
•96*0 11014 131 
22B* 10*35 144 
2*980 , 13 37 1® 

»*« 11931 59 
2*«5 IWU IIS 
0467 ,3222 3 

•474,3 ,0a, 145 

'1/03 00 ,1064 83 

'54» 134 66 19 

*M "*37 ® 
.75 70 117 39 78 

• '6510 13893 t 

ITS 115® I CO 55 ,23 

i01 79 tt 11(185 

.M* 032* 11434 

*3 807® 128 M 

,44 1*2,30 12064 _. 

'b llOTQ ,£d65 149 

40 144 80 1,3,6 1(D 

*; 73 40 1*47 is; 

06* K 2C70 I23J7 M 

S5ff ’«g 72 15*50 11783 7; 

UM6 “g 447 76 40 1«* 135 

MO '82 1560 70 HIM m3 
5* 1505 64 10 11667 E6 


U.pM6G>Ba> IsrtbfaV 

UjrtWnCif, 

U3WSi*ia 

UoyfrBj*f1SEl® 

LUouBSarWnc 

TM6CBU£hp 


01/63 

(I1/8G 

raw 

owe 

l(W6 

■a* 

04/71 

Du.Tf 

osna 


13/0, 
07AC 
io* 
ll«4 
1070 
■ 1/93 
04/51 

07*7 

OMK 
0fi/56 
04/87 

JJ*J^gO«^.'75<*aFl» low 

lAuvfloui ft asj±t*xkn torn 

ptUor/Cicnm 


WOvucrE. 

(UClvao 

rtUCUffeuy 

LUMSmis 

rT4A5F»t 


106*1 
07/75 
04* 
11/81 
1 1 97 
'(!«. 
>33* 
OVBS 
04.71 
,14,71 
(COW 
05.® 
01/78 
06434 
0,/97 


W X 

5* S 

10® BO 

10® 33 

1000 31 

K® 38 
1CC0 26c 
10* » 
l'XU 
see 
5® 

1*0 
1000 
10* 

500 
500 
20* 

10 ® 


UHnuvW^kBy 
Ltocur/Wnjff,>Mv8lB 

'SSEE^s 

WMVI tellJSJCrtSj) OVSO 

SORT 
1090 
04.85 
11/74 
04*0 
It® 
,1/69 
04AC 


10® 1® ISO® TOM* T30 

5* 310 847 70 lam I® 

•mo 13 134 TO 13192 8 

*a 31 3*665 ii-j-o 7h 

4QS 111 77 S3 
42531 121 32 56 
43740 11788 1® 
1®* 12546 24 
10751 12481 * 

23BB2 12545 25 
50 58 >0434 |41 
230 ID 13852 19 

68 06 l®21 75 

IMJ® ,2781 15 

1015b 121® 48 

*7 10 117*4 I® 
irtJO l®9i 16 
10520 131 » 10 

97 «> 13a® 

81 3? 11756 I® 
569* 12D33 
189® 124 58 
82250 133.61 
,5759 119® 

0504 1252U 

l®0 37 1460® 125J _ 

SOD 61 M.H 11010 112 
6® 3SB SOW 107 50 137 
21280 118® ,£B 
17370 12162 56 

271J3 124 13 ® 
53149 IIS 14 T® 

166 U T® Of TJ3 

824® 11345 I2S 
90280 11642 117 
IS 


<CA6 10*® 

CM/® 3000 

Q2W ,0® 303 
TOC® ,J 
1/68 5® 84 

5® 131 
25® 0 

KCO 318 
111® 2® 
U® 5 
10® 32 

10® m 
■0® 778 
10® I® 
10* 6 
5® H5J 
10* no 
10® 118 
HU) 28] 
5* *3 

5® 348 


OUT 
OtjSF 
H/» 
0<» 
07101 
CCB5 

or io 

08,® 

i?<«=i8»^«4»»>o5n«x4; DISC 

K/MUafSaCdnCa *8, 

KUPPllrr^*. Q7B7 

O™*iac*vA*Aial0B 13W 

Ituuotnua 00® 

ItlbiMlnnROK^fiuKIrXhb pl.W 

ItU>-j»«.TRCM : irt^i; 1 1 .79 

uiraaTnrftAAji!5,<ttdCce3nfi ,/ta 

l£UucfrunCt4UKS>nOe 04® 


5® 41 

MO 18 
Mu r, 

<0® 83 

S® 4U 

10® ijl 

<0® 7*6 

5UU 20b 

60* l» 247350 


’62*0 10554 
1-0 BO W57 
rn 48 ,D| c 

WM SiGTB 
M® 11732 
20248 104 (X, 
.XCI2 ,ra« 
XU® 104 14 
6224 97 SO 

127 80 95 74 
47 96 I® 28 
-WOO 9b* 
MT9 82 II 


n» W16 

137* T .444 
74." 43 

£36- IMS’ 27 
*53 1*63 26 


1 ^4ba rt4T*pi.54nCp- 

l€*M*42,//4>Sn4C33 

JtKSiSS” 

FjfirtSmCm 
WwUiowJjOrtCiEJl 
fn>J*no»QU*v5m»6x0 
nc*»6*&uin3l9''4rrtCa, 
:F./MT*nof>.^pnJ 
(i>nMIVH»BU.»C6m4C(r 

a^bnuaP6Fi»£nKVC3i. 

KlmawCMSmCci:* 
STjwoinMSrertCrt, 
;fi7U72>r«0SA!X 
CrtnuMuvarMla 
ifMrtigJlgiuiiEreicCas or/82 


13* 

10® 26 
£® X 

5® id 
5® * 
1*0 5 

S® SI 


iHoorj _ 


saw 

5® 

sra 

(2*8 loan 
04,75 ,0® 577 


sUanrOjnaLMQih 

tMFWrtSSSh 6 ** 
MCUSjw 
jS M org 

tWUIUhGm 


OMAfjfia«rjiGm 

iOMHanteyGm 

POFV,-9***v& 

K-itjr, 

Prtpe,ua(L*£» 

tftrpBuaUixjD 

lPrdrT4efl.»,J3|h 

tPnropj/TriB, 

4 fTU*rmaEp60«6iuGfawa 
tFiuaenubLwxan 
IftvgBUwcailtftoiQf. 
aftxhseiisiffnPLJK 
afloyUSSuMEqm 


J*VwlSSiDMUiaiat»nnCo3 06/92 
S*to/^Eb2ix408i 
ncvuLds€cMy(87i 
RtyalUndcr&eclalSto 
ibCGm 


4£aw&m 

£jTfanU«ah 

ScbradertraFlECOwiiy 

ISWWXWUKErt 

ScttAaucaMB/Equty 


12-71 
05*8 
1I.« 5® 

11/B3 6t00 44 

«W 1000® 178 
TO® 10* 39 

10® 306 
1*0 TKJ 
10W 0 

10® 2 
10* 21 
1*0 298 
TO® 37 
10® !£, 
1*0 91 

5* 5 

20* 130 
1*0 IK 
1*0 * 
1C® 62- 

MO 50 
5® X) 
S® no 
5® I 
5* 2 

716 
26 

1*0 37 

10* 1073 
10® 2 
1C® 18 

10* 38 

10* 479 
50* * 

1000 41 

10® 241 
1C® 37 

S® 122 
1C® 36 
2*0 35 
20® 170 
TO* 30 
1*0 158 

55? 1J 

<0® 42 


0607 
TOO I 
D-.« 
07/BS 
09/87 
05/68 
OPS* 
TOW- 
01.95 
03.88 
0,96 
01.93 
11/92 
<fJW 
0691 
0*W 


w» 1*0® 

wn i®p 


67 


KMll 

06ST 

07/® 

H/B9 

H/85 

I2V4 

02.60 

,2/94 

04,70 


0295 

®73 

1083 

06/81 

11/82 

0892 

05*7 

10/BI 


1750* 1 17 81 
170 80 117 67 
TOM 13523 
ICSO T08 12 128 
142® 12305 * 
607 *0 ,0563 IJ7 
58 33 83 89 1ST 

7853 1 1637 86 
40 38 118 66 
154 70 ,25 <8 
9829 12640 
'5160 12313 
185 60 117 78 
1*8® 111 78 113 
<54 10 1®* 53 
'*» 12399 25 
18362 111 32 116 
20363 110 07 If 
178 85 110 47 12Q 
,53® 111 12 
T58JD tain 
178* 116-82 
,77 30 12726 
20856 117* 
26350 122.54 
<25*8 12264 
IK 12 ,1650 
7, ,1 11233 111 
221 16 1*88 132 
1 *TX27 110 56 119 
21070 11103 * 
135(0 124 16 
91 51 118® 
16,0® ,2134 
12120 124 47 
168 47 11131 ng 
582® 11887 82 
276® 8711 158 

146® 114 01 98 

2«*0 1*10 52 
15* 11952 10 
220® 114® 94 
12227 112® 107 


INewWLpCmfUrn 

JSfcwrtnc 

NwmcMJhEqufar 

“*"W"JKET|U4Vtnc 

Noo^*i Wu ,r 1JclunB 

^»OUuba(L*J1*5t.*fa,or 

^twiWEQiJ^nKfa:. 

PtaitaMy 

i9msttsr*fi»h 

ifWpobiafnc 

iW8,ar»jnc&,>, 

7 p nww4inf'r»i> 

FbuuSMLiuriitfbiil* 
8.W4t5unAm.**«*n Ttc» 
inwOiScortc 

«APUKCW4«; 

Scmoaonmaijionara 

1540/ (OllMfiHy 
tfcabfllBiiiMfai ■fav-T 
K^aEtMuttou-a^iCr-. 

UCOMuMUtPUS 

T^crMjlualiJK&iufa 

gtawWo«fieai*v 

(ScvaoonnsET® 

!Zi-<ir.aUlnCi*m™, 

anrctttlJli^oSMBl 

^waanMav&tBn 

»SunUlooC4naliLiU3ra. 

TSunbMJWnc 

nfHOMSlpcdWDOTllbvl 

I!»(UC»¥)odb(JKGM*K2 

2WM»»a»ljKlTYai(ai; 

T5BG «iwa 

15B»«- 

:l\JBra9i 

1UWX)Olrt«K£W8 

IVi^iUTWoaTlTCTno 

TMakyyfin 

TMWMMOOodniaiin 


,071 swao nn 

0700 250® IT 2117® iij? 
■1*2 1*0 <64 *8 44 119 44 

10® 13 

TO® 66 
20* 80 
10® to 
mo n 
1*0 17 
■OJO 421 
1*0 U48 
TO* 128 
5000 233 
5* 3® 

5® 1* 

5® 3 

1*0 269 
'(00 If 
5® 398 
10 * 


£ 


vjito 1 id co , a? 
28,10 HD 33 84 
161 SO 121* 51 
932? ,1594 1,5 
13585 133.74 4 

'50 -f 11275 127 
401 41 ,2507 a 
23B ,8 T1U43 94 

210 SC 1 17 44 I PI 
24395 1® 18 7b 
813® 118 9b BO 
T0 10 123 22 a 
6? 40 1® -3 iv 

409 BO 121*2 » 
139 JO 120.96 60 
685 a 123® 44 

. 1101,1 1 1223 1» 

10* f-B 1248 38 115.,. 

7M0 35 I ®* H'28 8 

28820 1,!I71 81 

IT! 73 l*X 71 
2'12 CO 1,372 
4® JO i;i® 


caw 
08/89 
0G79 
07/90 

■aw 

OT.B0 

0900 
C CW5 5* 27 

07/03 ID® 3 

09/67 1C* SBO 

07W 1000* 410 


Msacuomo* 

71NkC5CU>Si«3x, 1 1/7-1 

Lx«ira*MT£mCcK 0503 

XjcmdLlhGnCaiCan ilitii 

H-POMSGanOiCa'. ast®6 

Lf9i^«»SiiwCo.Sfluw TOW 


IMBCSirtCta 
11 MJHiCiuflM&TAn 
tMnuMJh&rtCa: 
UxgarumaiGmcn. 
rfAjiavSTTaCai 
itontaraolrfrtCoi 
iSWwcrtJhSmCo-. 
tnuVKMCK 
IPupduJUKSnBic 
IfKcbnuISiTitilCoa 
lOufantwcmCai 

iS«/rfi!G 

■JtJuxttirtaiJKSnCfC 

rtamwoSmiC*- 

L^aAnaMijr.tknCos 

SetrtUDau/i4T*Cccia < 

ScoWUcwMfa^irtCcn 

Un^i&FnuCCfrtCa: 


OU-M 
03,87 

,090 _ 

0591 10® 32 

12* 10*0 33 

11.7-j ,Q® 1® 

,1.73 5*0* |® 

07.95 lOOTuO 143 
01, W 500 Si 

01® 10®* 7D4 
M.W 1000* (37 
TOW 10* 1* 
Cll.00 10* 20 

09-S9 TO® 7 
07.B4 2*® X 
“ " 1QOO -»l 
rzm a® no 
01 w ,0*. 29 

04.09 MO 1 84 

1096 nun a* 
“ ' MM 31 
'0® 156 
10* 22 
10® 128 
1*0 1 13 
ID® £7 
ua 194 
1*0 25 

10® 09 

00* 1» 


01,73 

H04 

05487 


1 J.B4 IQ® 94 

■MBS 1*0 X 

05W 10* 71 

(MT 10* fSH 

TO* 10* :oa 

02.00 10 * C 

0Z9S 1000 47 

0737 1*0 161 

05.85 5® 5S 

07.86 1*0® ,569 

®70 tax 2T4 

1 <188 ICO; I* 

D4.K 5* 117 

0503 ,0® 3S 

oi.no icon 34 

-i. — 0187 10 m 8 

iI»««j6>i#C-»Q*Sn<oa Q//J7 Ml X 

eUbjWjKt/rtCooPrt D«.0i 400C, 4ie 

I Thn-Jo^ ijj, ( '^rxC-xi'an t oertG iwi 10 

IV-artwUWbiiTCi: law D2.95 MCOO 275 
1004 MO 


»Tincrt*arrjx 

ISBSntfVK. 

MMwQul 

Managed Fund 


10.07 


m 64 

8320 


275® 105(45 
78 ‘A <0641 
181 BO 1*81 
•XX 9 300 

1S3.40 9J® 

7386 104 39 
JOS, 50 ,01 12 
05 79 1*87 
jb IQ 1*87 
WM 9664 
1122, 
M362 
1X50 10120 
304 ® 97® 

IJ4SO PC IS 
mi® loatfa 
2Ba* 1*68 
K43 1*01 
«T7 TP9B7 
J9550 B3.T- 
313® 28 81 

12177 116n 
<06(8 1*27 
14588 94 TO 

0408 nisi 
0028 12371 

5811 96 X 

122® IQB9. 
371 * 57 12 

'94 ID 11327 
61350 W32 

78 50 IO' 50 
'I® 94 so 

74,1 Still? 
257 70 55 67 

101 10 3132 I 

152® 1®19 
1B4 40 ,0761 
125(0 »25 

■43 £2 97® . 
13155 I*® ■ 
IE 72 1*77 , 
15580 SO 10 ; 
73 70 103 W ; 
767® 1*95 
17212 ICJ2 / 
451® ,07* 
*J1 9523 < 

J9GJ0 * 34 ■ 

157 40 97* 4 

322 ® 96 £8 ‘ 
8033 17780 
51 51 101 47 2 
39 5? -J7® 4 

345.1 ( 

94 70 € 

TG4 10 1*03 J 

107* 97* 4 
101271 1 



S&/U41ru»caTOrS1 

kZJP^'T'jwuajStortTJ 

CVcurwRCUEuBcns 

PwJ4r. UTT-r-i-3-v .i/Vv ^ 

n>,3w-i— rii— mm 

FnDC5 9 'D,,vaT3cni> 

GjiflT4»f0tiaeona 


tu/OraaBana 

■jjTguHryCe a rt ij 
“Ma-..rfjti9n1 
K&XtXUBats 
W-/E5ilCoi-jarjia4o9on4 
Lbg450aniWBm-=CT6ina 
LvonndKncvSona 
UcnwvGciiaSc* 
Uj/JouTTixanaEwia 

H/Unj,OctiaSoni 2 

(ww irtrtiBM i MiBa/ ie 
J^ncnrinraionaiEUrtl 
^AUusn^raiKDciana 
dwnohMiaw 

»WtaTM»/lPQ«oi(uJrt 
(bnSW4'AilKU57n 0506 
riP«0TT , jiOfnaana 1079 

SonnScuec* 1001 

(LcmOoGaCiiBR-o 1102 

Ecor/iUc>n>%.wa 97.93 

TSartardcrai^r 0500 

tlhcmBPwUSSviuMSiora 


TO* 15 
6* 12 

IOOO 34 
MM 3D7 
MM « 
ID* 13 
5* 4 

MO i 
it 87 10* 82 

arm mono bo 
0281 1(00 15 

<006 10* 34 

B3SB MOO® 1 
*06 'O® 3 

10® a 

■033 Ti 
1*0 6 
10* 4 

10* 2 
TO® 27 
(03 * 

1*0 SO 

10* 5 

•03 4 

,0* 1? 
10* 18 
5* !3 

10* 66 
10* 4 

i*0 2 

1*0 14 

1*0 23 

ID® 3& 
10* B 
500 SI 
12* 3 

1X2 


10/90 

0401 

06® 

079, 

TOW 

ip® 

(6,07 

01.9! 

TOV7 

C/1.03 

C201 

*-33 

109’ 

OVTO 

1204 


53 53 09 74 

2387 9968 

10221 ttaw 
55« TTO22 
H»-52 B7f 

8844 30JI 

54 76 9734 

n 95 pk 
5146 -3029 
48* 19-50 
*23 97J3 

1J6* (6 75 
6J2E war 
42C5 131 64 
14483 152(3 
12S/7: 56/u 

73* *45 

58* sfatr 

5:21 9897 

56S7 9529 

1E&83 95 43 
C(« 07 85 
4E76 9622 
■ 12 30 K61 

:j£C5 
S2 95 13-45 


■TO | 

1 sPreiCctjreiD 
— - IbyaftSu n A g gesa 
-9 1 ap.aUtf’a cM Bjon 
safferCasamCot 


SeauW a efc 
M I gcamg /9Vai£ao 
^ ■ SjnjKfafmtGBi 
3 1 irtiMOiwcdiefSiJjrGnii 

lb Tfg.w twfaf Ft [a-rfnw D 

; 7 ! rsapa=tfc 

* ( t.U«aiavf 3IE3SOX1 

il ■****»<>««« 

Japan 

a , Arcw-tiaosr, 

■3 MuartmFitUsun 
Ml ! -W(At»jlv4LJ»J4CQT- • 
28 I Ba‘ifaifl<o.ilbpjnSnCos 


Imoeb 

Wm 

C 

®r 

SS 

IYT 

Pvf 

Mk 


toqq 


Til 7D 

57B3 

32 






23 

1 1 


i 



4 



IT 


70£7 


mr-T ■■ 





J3 









48 

,713 





13 

135® 




woo 

144 

37® 

Tfadti 





079 

GUS 






SU0 




u 

13740 

?\ P3 






7039 





7923 

6885 





MMI 

BUM 


■vTl 



MQS0 





77 

82(8 

78® 


raw 

250 

149 

32080 


8 

0L92 

■TO 

.17 

128® 

04 44 


raw 

4000 

b 

1,2® 

60® 


ia/75 

2000 

re 


8734 

32 

12/76 500000 
KVB1 TO 

71 

28456 

63® 

31 






70 





care 



05/82 

II.7B 

0405 

0503 

ram 

0401 

mm 

H« 
CMOS 
0505 
IPBB 
OB f* 
HAS 
raw 


Investment Trust Units 


HOT 

ICOT 

1® 





IOOO 

1M 





TO 

U 

7101 





£55 






M 1 

734 10 

1?1 3i 




9 

124 GO 





ai 





TO 

473 





TO 

24 

jauo 




63 






10 





HOT 






1000 1217 





TO 

G6 



l” 



«ta 





4000 

10 





2000 

?j.i 





ire 




rare 500000 ito 






J« 


<2, 0, 




19/ 

S63G8 





IK, 

TO® 





B 

JOT® 










TOO 

10 

,61 ,9 





686 

|JC£0 

11601 

113 


UK Equity & Bond 


Cartfcjrc 

.^don/Aa 

P>t»S^^*Bf4yrcPll1 

tfbio&rt 


WUU/wurAjS-inata He 

tnouKrCtcaouta 

tNPK*XXtt*c 

tSunUcOm/tuon 

SunU h ilna M /Ywa 

^unLMiKtTK&Gti 

TGBHgMic 

untaWCM 


OVBO 

<on 

0 4/08 

TO® 

0704 

cam 

am 

1005 

0104 

0001 

OH0 

0504 

0MB 

OS/BS 

0690 


500 18 

2D* 87 
10® 1D7 
SO® 159 
10* 20 
MO 2 
MOO 114 
20CO 6 
1COQ £2 
5* Cl 
MOO MB7 
4*0 111 
40® M 
40® 40 

so n 
2XM 


SUB 11983 

into 11428 
*06 11427 
116 CO 11807 
7SJ8 H620 
75 41 mis 
41760 13488 
13580 11650 
14833 11906 
12170 11345 
(7775 0418 
X® 111* 
12050 11838 
12110 114,9 
MSB 12220 
117,58 


UK Equity & Bond Income 


05,7010001) 771 303066 112(2 1® 
1000 1575 462.10 ii4ffi 97 


10* 1062 
10® 26 


*Scal»*4uaioe*5aOtt> 

GcooVdiwJJK3Tv*»iJUTh 

TScnVVlcBiaLSiSpecUSls 

4Sow/e<gnEinkai 

tSouereqnUKQn 

<SUanBt'i^UK4C«iPro 

11hnm Ur--ftnrfnl 

tThnudneeauiMSini 

nn fja*«KOoOJi»c 


in»e 

ThrfaJuortoUKSe&te 

isgjj^r 


^JnfnanailUKEaBvGlh 


03® 

1088 
0409 
1289 
0500 
1089 
OS/BP 
0507 
1009 
0506 
0585 
HIM 
0985 2®0 277 

0085 £00030 776 
OC70 5OO*O 362 
0384 2000 64 

03/34 5000* 

<*00 5® -»5 

5* 14« 
5* 19 

5* H3 
9* 4® 
S® 383 
231 27 


SCO 

S® 

■0* 

1*0 

10® 

ID* 

IS* 

10* 

40* 

1130 


1086 

0689 

0402 

1104 

040* 


I ’2.72 12183 37 
114 74 104 7B 14t 
£312 10038 140 
>19® 11275 1® 
31® 10670 133 
17220 10S28 140 
104* 1*89 ,SI 
9863 10473 142 
35840 I1SS6 88 
144* 11287 1* 
136* 11541 “ 

13340 12505 
,®J5 

1-W4H 

IIS® 
III® 
1,505 
15040 1*34 
10194 125 20 
,2464 12? 54 
182-04 11682 

8624 12135 

52240 115® 

11600 157 


UK Equity Income 



„ _ MU 

t8HDL*£««vfe1C 

JCjtliteHgrtnc 

aTa/wULlwrc 

rci**gh»fc«E. 

ynXmciGB, 

iCFGOVHnninc 

tCVrtUMHEaimHBOl'n 

tOz-aiSaMnc 

«fi.#PTEqrtylnc 

JOi^anorfSMrti'ftcU 

«• ,-xWer(OrtJ*>1chVl*l 

4c,>«rtt0t4Ur^<c 

i&iriicenc 

i£uu4joWBnwnc 

^■■r-KiEquMnc 

4(WirtY*5bn 

tf,jn*njliai Ei »B*1c 

Fi jL - Ln pbrBtawync 

jfiwulsft»4nc 

ftdiB W c m th 

turn 

aGiDTlof4nc 

iuimsaMqnJitflS 

SHaLtadnc 

u-ianaosanHaMnc 

HiCiamjeMOioavM® 

IKSBCVc 

/NVES/XiEj 

UWXWn: , 

LuntsUonOtR^x: 

MJcndLMnc 

KCBjWGertEqirtvlTC 

MJnartrtn 

M.hTVdsfiardd.iKEcM'vKn 

tLondnUbiNnc 


0306 
1004 
07/78 
TOffi 

iora 
02/70 
0*04 
TO76 
120 * 

01/9f. 

0408 
1100 
0100 
1004 
,1*8 
1007 
0B73 
*07 
'0/78 
040* 

0,05 
1074 
00(73 
Ul/96 
07,75 
OG/71 
0i« 

0707 

02,71 
04/71 

oaas 

07.02 
11/SB 500* 
1204 500 


:>A-GD»4cjma 

9WXojMx 

zWK£*&ic 

J usew 

UfaBiauumnc 

UWBJWOMC 

jltaa/Ytnc 

MAMkB 

JIAipwO'WlMJTEcTVlnc 

UliibvBUOio 

tfflWWTStUnc 

avtrf,3u«»lne 

PMld/IC 

zOtrtdibTC u w 

jSiarc&wbyn; 

ISdiaMc 

r;, rtC. nbttJuLKFrjrtytt 

BuMflS, _ 

iSuod^s ePEtwbc 
tfLUnesWUHOMie 


ID* 5 
10* 688 
10* 205 
Ml 73 
10® 90 

5® m 

5* 27 

250 11 

MO 399 

10* 7 

10® 84 

ran 81 
5* 103 
JO® 47 
10* 189 
10* 71 

ID® 316 
5® 10 

5* 20 

,000 X 
,0* ill 

10® 114 

500 88 

3000 31 
1M0 473 
1*0 40 

10® 140 
5® 083 
5® 9 

1*0 232 
IO® 27 
5® 102 
96 
55 

10* 582 

5® ,:■« 

5® 317 
SOT 640 
5* 539 
ID® 16 
5® 10 

10* 191 
1C* 302 

1*0 040 

10® 3 

S® 60 
1*0 70 


3222 115® 

S/40 11610 
182-10 121*3 
67 07 12203 
191® 117® 
16690 11635 
1®80 11452 
642® ,2261 
473* 107® 
00030 USE 
142* 1198' 
197 60 11048 
7958 120X6 
,5620 124® 
JU20 11004 
64 130 OB 124 74 

18 2080® 125* 
75 661 80 121 IT 

157* 124 87 
13X86 123 70 
XI® H6® 
3* IB 1,892 
233® 124® 
168® 12406 
2** 119-96 
747 40 107.14 
2*13 ,22® 
3062 117 76 
50-10 TI7J7 


lAMCyEDuInc 

t«tteyftfa£*ra*c 

WtodeenPiotxnBlnc 

WfclMC b M H l tf u U. 

•AXAEqw&UB/ On iF rt itt . 

(SMBrtMoiJ-iawK 

*Barct>y3*ncfliJa„ 

tGOOcKUDOn 
!CasnoraU£/uy8flcnd 
tCCMEodnc 
CT jamigapa rt M i o/ id c 

tCEUJSrtc 

ChscWe/neacmnDr 

axiPPTU*ww 

Iton&jr^fl^Oiar&jBon 

(WcIiSh^b 

iftaminjunCUirtM***: 

FrtwartjuMOrtWrfUa 

4G4NUC1 

tCMts 

(CrnnoMBMc 

yMjartnnSai 

aUrwireilLtantftf 

(HendauntMrakc 

IKinCaotaiAilawullllnc 

THSeCHobrc 

lWVEa»Jtt£4ra*ic 

ume*tgn*c 

nXxBWHflMtomo 

(Mate&SpgnuHBMnc 

{btaa«v* wP (wio4 o 

‘“25USSCS** 

MdkndMbfMMnc 
(UamnGiarifeiHQrinc 
iNo<a«iiSHln; 
4NHL/THghhc 
sPcnUnMpinc 
PlUJartnlOEDUUbn 
BinmMotc 
(SBPLmne 
tS&IMnc 
iscaE: 


546* 120 17 
278* 119® 
8171 MB® 
88 79 8531 

270® 11543 
215* 119® 

2TOJ0 12497 

,2433 123® 
4431 HBO0 
<74 13 118® 
M&2I 12532 
156* 13131 
BTO* 12147 
251® 12272 
63430 13056 
30089 113® 
42*21 11817 
487 ID "819 
131® 12*47 
94 19 110® 
19230 12459 
1*33 12031 
108250 130.18 
69W 119* 
427® 11185 
85B60 12115 
*M 1*® 
T1S* 1160’ 
692X 13X08 
27110 122.13 
45270 13355 
313* 11044 

6973 11017 
144® 124 72 
92* II9C 


(SuL4eU*Eian*ic 


02*4 



1077 



,0/84 


107 

10*4 

TO 


03® 

10® 


raw 

5® 


04/® 

,0® 


01*5 



02*3 

fDD0 


■TT/Tl 

TO 

21 

J 

1000 

A 

■ ' 1 

TO 

363 

0309 

TOO 


06/74 



M/71 



com 



tom 

HOT 

17!) 

04*3 

3®0 

,9 

07*5 





ca*C ramo 

1 

03/73 

mo 


KVN 



0MJ 

,0® 

11 




(6*7 

TO 


10*4 

TOO 


oara 

10® 

re 

01*6 

TO 

78 

01*5 

02*7 

10® 

202 

08*4 



07*5 

10® 

1 

04*4 

10® 


0207 



mm 



oara 

«no 


02*6 

ran 


02*6 

TO 


01*5 



03*4 

ID® 


12*4 

HOT 228 


10® 


LA.I® 



Ik W 



02*4 



11*0 

HOT 8 
3186 


UK Gilt 

ASMyCapURBacnt, 

ACOnOUFwXfrftMa 

ADouoonPTXamnc 




UK Growth & Income 

AttwG iwgra) 


jRfiAMtSlPWTtXCUiaj/ 

MESL»«QW“«I 
zMyCiua 

MXAEdrtlvAlmGa 


5S»r*TV» ibei® 

xBardbVB&rarel 

•Mcm<7njMN 

taxowrt. ■ 

iB i gi mn m /nXSenBa 

EWMiUteUT 
1 CendoOMi 
tCeuonouMKEtlut/ 
jCF O jbdIOO 


nmcaibiodQeiKitfcMiy' 

C*ssUvEa^ala1® 

C*xvTL*£natt*n96 

(^oatta/eemSEjn^ 
Ct*ra£«m 
tCaeexTff _ 

iQrt*i S iTO» <aipa 

j£ljprn>-4Genea4 
OJQjto 


’incuHB 

tOBbXcrtOAJBMn 
asturfurAre I 
Tfr*4MOrt/K>C6Qn I 


tBawtAWJWnOaiBBOain 

Ftctuaemiei 


lOCO ICO 

20* 974 
S® 39 

OT J, 

10* 27 

800 £ 
i®0 107 
1*0 45B 
SO® 20 
10® 3® 
I CEO 28 
10* 10S 
10* UM 
10* 301 
10* * 
5® 1* 
2000 13 
6* *30 
70* -C 
10* 10 
500 3 

1*0 3S2 
1*0 W 
10* ® 
25* 

1*0 4 

10* 23 

50* 55 

500 132 

sm a 

otsfi loqnw <2 

as® inn as 

MM W ™ 
m/71 5® 5Z 

caw iooo s 
01/® S» ™ 
cam mo ® 

0096 WOO* 4 


OV87 

GWS 

*91 

1083 

07fflZ 

05/85 

06CB 

10/81 

04® 

0366 

P4/77 

11/07 

0050 

11*1 

07/74 

11*4 

04*0 

04/75 

id® 

12/95 

aw 

10/04 

0V96 

01/96 

MfflT 

04,89 

02*0 

(WB9 

12*8 

01/73 


117® 

179 08 

®19 123® 
0561 1203* 
12387 
12391 
124 70 
303® 12491 
78.70 123 73 
474.® 117® 


3G8* 11526 126 
IBS® 11842 83 

12850 11991 79 

25628 1025S 144 
233® 11058 110 

Si if;! J 

llls’i 

ss xa e 

Hill 

Si ifi J 

16780 114* 1® 

j8 iw A 

134* 112® 15 
13 1311® 123® 5 
4 11117 MS® 121 

n 40® 11038 110 
I3S.10 113* 12S 

B S 1 

iSiSlSi A 
S » I 
sa ^ J 

124® 1®» 134 


OMComnwWMc 
CUPPUmoCatortib 
aexnnKMUiUU 

Hccw^SSSBo*" 1 * 07*5 1 000® 35 

ftartrgS(fc<aU»J_Bc»id D7jB5 1*0* 8 

Fnmrtw kmM 07/rn 5* 25 

GaimofePSfTiMSrtBraa /was 100*0 20 

GanmaKFbKXi&wlvaQl 04AB ID** 10 

Gu«*BiQB0rt«»» 

LsaHAGrtAn 

MtoOBinm i— 

Msiuv Gj*Saa, 


NMHsMCMFKDOn 

PnxMrtUnemurinc 

ScnioOrtGUFiiacM 


tirOFVfandMnBUrtBOGB 

WTAnaiMleG/Kilti 

wmngaMGimic 

WloMigrMaSmDaodGd 


KM3 10® 
1278 HXB 
case 10* 
1 081 10* 
raw 78000 
D6/B7 S® 
10(01 35* 

12S4 100* 

0400 000 

m®i ,0* 
arm aooooo 
0MS MOO 
07®5 1 000® 
07jB6 1000* 

X HO 

100*0 


07/B2 500 _ 

CKSt! 10* « 

11® 5* 88 

DMBI HMD 13 
07/93 SOT* 116 
TOW 10® SI 
01/93 10* 43 

1 087 10® 2 

•am i®o 221 

TOB0 1(00 3 

0390 10* 26 

TOW 1C® 10 

TOS® 10® 7 

CC/B9 11® 24 

0983 10® 37 


4587 10118 
339® 11477 
SI® T1B49 
£609 111® 
106® 115® 
77 JB 10143 
9225 116® 
IX® 11622 
75 75 1 14® 
7047 1,434 
U6-00 no* 
2M® t&50 
3853 118 X 
18*90 11599 
254* I2DJ7 
323 10537 
350* 11710 
7314 11174 

96® 111® 
'08*0 10229 
1®® 1® 36 
4BJB mm 
12050 110® 
15024 M6® 
30464 Mb® 
88® M05O 
164® 12123 
119® 1*55 
69 17 1T4 1B 
130 40 114® 
110® 11068 
14540 1I3M 
71® 12104 
•4® 121.74 
agt-m 122. *3 
730® 12UB3 

23 37 1®IJ 

U1® 112J0 
® 73 11507 
.87® 11070 
I ®® 7 M 97 
11957 MO® 
7397 117® 
1BB90 119 12 
32J4 110® 
148® 11097 
43 7? ii,3j 

,1433 


2 IK* 1*08 

17 155® 1*73 

* 53 43 1*17 

» lft>® 10254 

« 127JO 11864 

3 6036 1® 62 

e 48 02 1*40 
01152924 11002 
8 5*25 1M® 

42 13&J0 10722 

81 11871 


IrtgEi 

Eir.hyi-tljW' 

iCo.-uumPpiIjiu 


Ojf -PtfJtan a 
:6omirS4l 
tfainMbquiKV 


tf P F Wb apMhnOp 
PniiTbngUnt>Ba 

1Hd5antjt8VrlDio 
■xcaaGM’trHalo 
a*TO*vanPn 
UrtMfiu 

Nbuflt^ 

NowUnOdcraii 
MManMcM 
IMMcnMna 
4ft*«lB£aX&i4 
jOvoaertaUan-ifitJ 

PiJKxmPaHuo 

SoradrrfirntDpc 
SnoraSFnodMx a 
s&ntaiaxawia’UM 
iSumucLiMaid 
SwwvHvnvU* (fiMv 

*£*UJc4C[iu(UUoaAEis „ 
S'lWHiBT.YConiC’rM.S.iioo 12A0 


3? 


12 


otn sn 6* 
080 (SOW 64 
lid ID* G? 
um* raw <n 
ins nan io* 
04,88 M0 10 
0394 S® 

0794 son 

am soooo 
DOW 500* 

1 M2 1000* 

W, W TO* 

OV92 10* 

TOB9 100* JES 
TO92 1*0 701 
019P 2£00 5, 

TOW 250*0 3 

11/® 10* 7 

0993 20*0 TO 
0190 10* 140 

02% sn 122 
07, BB 100*0 2718 
cmo 10® y>\ 
M.95 ,00* 132 
K/ft U4XM 7 
O3A0 10* SSI 
TOW 10* 85 

09ffi> £OT 15 
C6/B0 10* 157 

10* 8 


274.10 11504 
0140 11624 
203® 1,4® 
'3® 106® 
16SK00 T«(7 

94® 1®91 

75 41 107® 
75 76 114 4C 
140® BUST 
137® 12007 
9625 10852 
l®91 11287 

*88 IQBJCI 
CJ® M266 
BBSO ,1285 
1310 111® 
13206 1 13 IB 
1*51 1® 24 
191 42 M00.’ 
297® 111 s; 
177® ,13® 
334 18 1*57 
1Z11J 10757 
12760 1*40 
17345] II,® 
5640 11357 
B026 104 TO 
20,30 11,82 
191* 11103 
118® 104® 
111* 


mtllUttbblK 
UanXn6UjnTsir>.T'js 
f/5ij7croorr\ t_~ 
WuBuCTJMimEcct 

»M«onfeicwa 

IOM41E3 
t5*P»uTruCTjo4', 
TSoxjcfifi-Tcrx. tafw 
ffitauMaaryaiili- 


07773 

SUB 

,204 

07 S7 
01/41 
«M 
I1« 
li*S 
G-LGS 
07734 
os.® 
0290 
04.37 
00-93 
Du® 


sn • 
10* w 

5X 176 
10® 10 
KMO 100 
7500 14 

«r 39 
MO TO 
5* C5 
5* 2 

10 * 11 

10* 17 

1C® 4(0 

ao :x 
TO £5 


27240 MB 

msj lose! 

2QC2 10473 

(8 DU :*JJ 

18037 1®=3 

aim 

CTP, -«,4 

5670 1*» 

ev 43 icar: 

£6® 99 42 

lmso 10042 
144a Tears 
CStjj 19773 
72 JG :TO34 
47053 10251 
10812 


® | to^rtJaoan ^ 

6 1 BaasgJapasGe/ 

25 • EuDnplXB/fiurao 

-5 1 BronTtAoeor 
TO - sCraisaapanKcGin 
10 , 

36 1 1 

79 i CacaMajopenGin 
-4 i iajOEIOSJapanfcMV 

31 , CXPPTjaoffl/ai 
3 : DiesonciftOtiapanieaRHj 
If DnsflnoifiCIIJapantCbri nn 

n I &cu2wRCMJvonQs£uK 04,04 

X | s£draf7itapon5/nCoa 0985 
, E=n£u,yik»y; 

! F6CAnS£N4XCf£> 
tZCJttknrjGrrtCD 


Europe 


International Equity Growth 


lAbOTvGuaanp 
Aobcvlnummod 
MftnyMHAiiei'iaMinai 
MOentwrPirtEoieai 
tACMknifteflccl, 
lAtwfcefrfMftfbrtJfUnto*:. 
AKMMBOf^jmOfcnwartj 
UtUtinctGBi 
xAXAEojfaiLawGto&jt)? 
BFionujJrnGmPtfl 
BaBcOBI twJU U i iT M l) 
b.nainrou.oRfliCfw.r, 
ft»OUn*ndWirti£OD 
EureuvsWbrtTHUa 
BartngOotUGai 
KmgOwnfiCiC. 
fttomoMB5p>jtOp 
lCani(o«»oT¥aax*jti 
CnendowtaiirtMX 
1CS&WOO 


K3ata*ledUf_. 

a/mSSboce 

DmansornCUbalSnMKTH 

^^SSSnrSooU 

EnauanccFinl 
JFiUnSfc/mmoniGBi 
bowwum 



FWlwg&riMOii 

FtorwSSaffii 

•™»pinon. 

ffOp/ntB/TWl,, 
jruiib/ 14jU.il/Uji11 
TFmUhpiorfUxMiiy 

FrtSaSSwon 

GAhmafcnalGBi 

Mtannmom 

(CANUand 

aXiAWfioWfaUan-o 

(GATM^rackHMond 

( QxwmjSw glUlart-i 

(Gun, u rtm n doidQfl 

GmrwPSFMan /tody 

GCMifiAti 

GOMumonnlnnUGln 

G Ttmnaiopj an 

GuftlblMliVOOfQ 

ttwicssFiHurtaiauPia 

tCmwAgrtSMbcPfa/ 

IfcmlTOPPractfj 

H inawoi m a MB ui 

HeruusrlniEinmnid 

KEQiTuCiptif 


*95 1000* 65 

oe/aa hdo 67 
12/76 S® 21 
0907 SOT 5 
tC/BT 5® 121 
0883 SOT 43 
06/90 TO 7 
07,73 10* 2 

04/86 1000 23 

00/BB 250* 10 

07.® 

11/Bi 

COBB 1*0 9 

tarn ic* 134 
0686 ID* 21 
KMC £3003 0 

06*7 SOT «7 
IO® TO KM 
07/94 100® & 

05® TO 125 
11® 10* S 

0086 10* 4 

S3 SS 3 

S3 S3 

txm 5000 

31 
31 
11 

23 
15 
IW 
3 

78 

06® 3000® 0 

07® 10® I® 

,082 10* 93 

0882 son® 

0387 1D0* 

,1/94 500* 



85® 9962 127 

158 70 9704 134 

1470 112 IP * 
9714 10661 3; 

87280 11085 SO 
101® 110® _ 
i04 50 ican iie 
2*16 1®5I 126 
US® 10665 90 

- 11470 10644 

TOO TO 1IS8* l®31 _ 

10® 113 477® 10424 11 

2D80 9667 __ 

24290 1*68 101 
*6® 120 85 
7904 105* 97 
£14® 104® 1(0 
258* 94 14 140 
IS® TO 53 I 
1WS0 11139 ... 
231® 10380 ii3 

4 86® gaea mi 

a «3 1*93 :: 

27 >801 ,09.45 60 

7 27£» 11947 

31 91 18 11124 V 

37 193810 10032 _ 

13 IK® 1*77 «T 

HUB 12323 
«2® 87® 137 
13(10 10656 
354 81 1*73 _ 
28290 1*58 1® 
16178 81* 146 
KL39 11097 
44 79 M2* 

1*77 11 


B 


G004 11079 
48350 113® 
179® 11076 
30*50 11804 
151® 114 10 


01/71 

10000 

31 




50000 

10 




SOD 

44 




TO 

re 




TO 

51 




SOU 

X 





J44 

■W5B 11070 




21 








01«5 100000 

CM 



01*5 1OXO0 

ID 




18 




>0® 

24 




HOT 




0U> HOT® 

W 





£ 

ireio nan 




11 




HOT 

X 

45520 101® 

121 


UK Fixed Interest 



114® 11148 
1£170 11097 
67.* HE® 
axra 112.74 
214 53 110® 
15, JD 105 63 
1*60 11140 

8B44 11381 

1*10 TO® 
12610 113® 
S3.rC> 10078 
52® i*33 
53X0 10*32 
6181 TO 48 

37 12 1®* 
97 * inaxe 
sans 10325 
®4? TO40 

a* he® 

133® TO 32 


*10 M13! 
8107 10032 
54TO ,0487 
130® 10, 73 
6591 10631 
11417 109 10 

m to 1* ra 

,9890 10642 
M.7B TO® 
5090 71051 


HSmim um owI 

Ktmwimpii 

tMomoowKPdnvQn 

(MCSCOnommCih 

UfrtvErotosy 


lauonaKuwrCshGm 

Lo*IMoManbQCg 

4Lnx*Xacxal 

LAjroaariilttrtJwdeeiii 

LMonAMancmcnnKnl 

U&GHcaul0rt4G«i 

4»4*rtCui«30(uGB#O’ 

afenncwanoai 

UjpgmnSgpaP urtfa. . 


(tocu/ybrnnaainoCp 

UGMumraKneCafayCttl 

TifccganG/Hfeei&i 

MnOaCmdoUMPOd 

Uoq|v£ili*M>CMC> 

L*4T3yV*rtjM«<3ufa' 

1ti/> .uniiHuum uT*i, 

MawaMmaKnai 

NovHcnm<d<MiiiicitTO 

UWGWmCa® 

NPOoacns 

WWbtoHB 

(OMMunaWtoi-dPEP 

ntUtamnMc 

ptSwKdnSQcdunrtnican 




tGHnnvn&ttaVieU 

GantCapcraUBond 

tGIHotiTfeo 

(GumunExDxftic 


nwn^taFutnau 


WUESCOOW- 


WJVESCCHcrt***. 

I a iQiilGOonrbM^rito 1 

tumndConpcrasBond 

IB»*nGi u il u eg»inam 


(BBS 

10® 




0l*S 

ran 

IX 




HOT 

5 



05S 






TO 

X 

8245 t20£) 



ran 





5® 

SB 


7 



7 




SCO 

17 

2B70 11635 




U7 




10® 




raw 

1000 





wn 

■J* 



02*1 

TO 

3B 




10® 

10 




D00 

7 




10® 

18 







M 


1000 

73 




TODD 




0005 

jflO 

10 



mm 

sn nq 

r 

i3iro na va 



500 





ino 

B 

11244 10736 

43 


GOO 




OBW 

HDO 




00*5 

1000 

21 



CQAO 


34 




HOT 





TO 640 

23 43 11584 





(14 70 10682 

=B 


AxpauHnCmooCCa 

PopauVOwraorfi 

tfWWiuoHPGti 

iPBIWucMtattariBnecoOTiv 01/82 
07*1 
10*2 
1OW0 
IW» 
13*4 

03/87 
C&B7 
02JB6 
00(87 
ovm 
12/70 
OUST 
LJM 


1CHJ7 TO 
0SOT TO 
0ES4 1000 

n*a soon 

HW» 10* 
KK74 
Old 
lino 
raw 

04A4 
01*7 
11/71 

raw 

02/71 


raw 

0S/B6 

11*8 

12*4 

12*7 

raw 

12,79 

02*2 

08/78 

04,75 

09(87 

rasa 

n/es 

11*4 
01 *7 
05*7 
0SHS 
<Cftl 
*®1 
1»74 
07*6 
ra®, 
IMS 

04* 

11*5 

0*74 

09(84 

10B1 

09(80 


£55® TO* 1* 
*4 75 111 31 
158*2 105 78 
105® II54G 
32381 1,303 


HOT 

X 

3CBOB 




2 

267® 

,1262 




1701® 

12054 




374J3 

Till 68 



11 




BOO 


5871 



HOT 

IX 

S4S2 




5C 

ITS 92 





MOOT 




/ 

13715 



ran 

50 

0934 




X 

105 JO 


144 


48 

487 JO 




J) 

ML 14 

103 13 




101 X 

97 47 



32 

81 77 

,0114 

95 


PlanaGUBHOT 
BW M/Sp0Bnra»IM 41O 

tftudDDUBOlbrtGll 

RudmaMQih 

FfutortCMaruC/a 

awaaSimBwaa 

RDtaSkSKttsGVi 

■WolBWMIlUin 

«SwTfe1BUlSOfll 


tSBRjKOOnmcb 

S8WCoo*oftua 

SSJ/rMngnum 

sswnauughtnd 

Sfiwwuc<>ieai 

Sdnxlartc4GUnCartv 

ScrtodalnaQai 

WrtidBrtajoiBiwagEaji/ 


10* 1® 
5COO 14 
5* 4 

10* 82 
io* a 
ran 4 

1*0 44 

io* a? 

6* 5 

S* 41 

10* 609 
50* 110 
S® 55 
TO 
6* 

500 

SOT 05 
5* I 
10* 1® 
5® 252 
10* 174 
TOO 17 
TO 1338 
ID* 65 
,0* 8 
1000 3 

sra 74 
15* 577 
10® 77 

ID* 65 
HOT 70 
S00 12 

1*0 10 
2000 197 
1*0 2SS 
1*0 217 
10* 133 


07* 1000* 
QVBB 2500* 
09/90 5000* 
<E®7 SOOOO 
0M» 1*000 
I MW loocoo HI 
07IBB 100000 507 


POft§aja^jrmSeo'GE>. 

UtomoaoPEPBoiti 

VKfaQmribUQI 


E 




ao® in 
10® 17 

1000 2BS 
1000 11 
10* 27 

07/S5 TO 77 
01/BBWOmm 8 
07/95 10® 115 

08/81 TO 32 

04/88 500 33 

01S7 10® 43 

13B4 10® 13 

07/M >0® 74 

0285 TO 04 
HUBO 10* 82 
0605 1000 9 

nd 0786 SS® 


sn»Htf<viek] 

tlSQMHUUtL 


W4*w«SmCoB 


,005 

TO 

1 

00*5 

1000 

40 

03M 

iCDQ 

10 

03.86 

IS® 

a 

07*5 

MAS 

HOT 

131 

07*5 

7W1 

X 


TO 

* 

nfl 

6® 

*54 

1095 

ran 

IX 


<(W 

5 

D1/QB TO 270 
5805 

npanies 

04/88 

500 

IB 

04*3 

TO 

a 


111® 107® 
157® 11319 
1®® 10972 
5681 1*72 
Si 18 1 0789 
13023 100® 
11834 1*45 

ss® rasas 

11094 104® 
09® 7»78 
1-H® 1*00 
57® 11234 
5134 1*07 
6788 100® 
5107 107® 
12221 108® 
5381 11(04 
115® 1*84 
5002 KS.I8 
®47 10001 
ISM 10082 
5704 10421 
11370 ,0640 

5642 1*03 
126.48 K2537 
109 77 
115® 1®* 
6B.43 10710 
11444 11131 

5928 10033 
5Z23 HJ7S7 

10078 


,1240 6676 

08® ,02 as 


srandBrtnionraeasSniCM 0788 i**o i* 
Stt£9Ja*)Mniginftn6 11/74 an W3 

^ oS gij£3 a ^0<Maa uro TO if 

^5£ssr to r s 

ScoKAdirfrtoniollontQh 0VK cm X 
11/07 5* 11 

EcawuawGtooai 02®s an 22 

$«W8F ™a3nMGBL 0983 TO 73 

^(M»wa*t£imtoraPlli 0587 10* 44 

0587 TOO 54 

<§JMTWt;«Gui 00/90 15* 72 

tSLMmBH’aFWtiJiaorol 07/73 1TO 09 

SwUBUuiCd! raw noon is 

oaw i*o 40 

arm iooo 5 

raw 5*00 19 

*80 830 a 

mm to 7? 

1184 TO 114 

0484 an i® 

gwra-osnn w a or«s to 44 

twnmpDoai taai 

International Equity Income 
am ran a 

as* mo 27 
oam sn «i5 
04m mo -a 


tfenvuvOBbaOli 

(fenetEiMkjcltua 

J jwfrtPHHtfun d 

TiHn imrtimnrtmi 

TSawmaaiBl 

(T^MrtdwdeOh 


1*10 9707 m 

123M ,0204 1JG 

COM 1<6® IS 
W1« 105® 1® 
107* 10761 m 
£9940 M0® 45 
14610 113® 3 

1X10 11534 18 

WU 110 42 52 

48* 107 25 B8 
34346 10759 82 
£1024 103JB 57 

117® 11372 34 
47 1245 ® 95 <0 139 
B I® 10 I® 77 122 
1 TO 40 11461 X 
5 241 X 109 BS SR 

I 53® 92® 142 

35040 WS16 1Q7 
8*32 1*44 93 

341* MSI ,29 
40478 I®® 96 
197 99 11016 54 

58642 10568 TO 
31050 105® 104 
37 40 BBfG 1« 
285J0 10454 I® 
13524 107® B4 
20529 101 ® 123 
11173 88* 131 
101® 10055 73 
1M£4 107 9 81 
91® 10675 * 

38270 10B58 99 
a®* 13142 3 

BBK50 12300 5 

263« TOW 68 
TO 30 11146 39 

197 70 10916 K? 
23140 1® 70 50 
127X 11361 X 
11203 10100 03 

157 64 107 72 79 

Z733 06 CO 12B 

136® ®Q1 147 

3W 13 1111* « 
£W® 11331 27 
74 70 IIS® 13 
11278 113® X 
10040 9134 145 

2»40 Ha I® 

11710 10725 85 
351 10 100® » 
1*70 11073 « 
135® 10540 1® 
13450 112® 31 
20410 111® X 
54340 1IJ33 28 

432 70 SB 70 IX 
53® 10691 88 
134® 10664 90 

28704 104® 1l£ 
TOOT TOW 115 
18104 11877 W 
9066 M025 6] 
82054 HIM 37 
03 8* 11434 21 
32083 BB53 TO 
7260 TO 16 70 
07® 150 


40t*i£jJilcani 

(ABarxcno? 

;AJM Ji,n* yEup^jxeOo 

WWtwrPK/EjGfli 

U6£Xu 

lA./>=our .SUifirfsob 

4esfadCj'-3TSEi_- 

SregEuncDic: 

3din3acnr3r.^0- 

J9a,fciftOP£4.\GflD , .',T« 

iBruvikKrtGn 

(Orkk£i4 
:Cj.-e<Kw.'&i- 
aXWEu r 

tUmaBME^CTi 

i& mlSj atfj 

iCuiTT&jicocGn 

tfRsOTedEUEuTitrtiO 

tOcdruflOCiffar. 

St>csOTcdC6CuSnb ' 

iOeservOCueurSocaia 

lEOrCuryfcjT 

tCoLK-i*-., 

W&iSnCc 
tfra0n£u i 
Ir«X*Trfirflnc 
(FtwevCuOn 

FttAMnrfrtibK&UK 

F*4M3w&npt8 

BiTTViaSaoc£a«EuiSC 

FlDiTwipSrlKSjinaEiJKoe. 

(Fncnes^atucGili 

iGAbjijn 

GMCunjiRA 

GanmonEur 

tGaimcro&»S<sor0p 

GjnmijToPSfEu 

CuHmcrePSFincteitoioEuf 

GomSuGcnea 

JGTEir&*jff»dBc»ra 

jGTEuGm 

t6hios6, 

WunrtciFtaiiuPil 

iHanoacoei 


0CB5 
01/ B7 

n /* 

11.9, 

12* 

02® 

ram 

QG.3D 

raw 

06® 

mm 

1QB5 

<yjx 

rase 

OS. 87 

raw 

ICH36 

ra* 

01.9S 

caw 

1X5*73 

1W4 

11.90 

110# 

01(88 

*87 

i486 

1QBS 


(0* 331 
5® Cl 

s® a 

TO :® 
TOO 29 
1000 224 
10® "82 
5® 21 

ic* era 
10® 333 
10* 8 
TO* 244 
5* <4 

1 000 25 

5* 4a 
1*0 £10 
sn ra 
Ton to 
TOO ZX 
5 OT 1S3 
500 53 

500 9 

an ra 
TO IS 
5* 23 

500 IJi 
TOO 00 
TO 18 
II, *85 rax 864 
02,8? 1*0 55 

09 B8 10* 1® 
DM6 300*0 230 
1 1.90 ID* SO 
M.90 TOO* BB 
0?,95 ICOTOO a 
0795 100000 286 
0590 SOT 14 
01 .86 BOO 50 
0OT1 1000 3S4 

10/aa to it 

izra too* ra 

QCAi ic® 203 
raw 10* 322 
0MB 1000* 272 
1092 1000* X 
0784 TO 32 
10* 

TOO 
10® 

TO 
TO 
1000 


aX'M 122® 3 : 

197 33 1-023 IT4 
14250 "715 SC I 
TtSJO 12214 41 r 

ZBXi M-S3S "0 
5MJX 120 X p: , 
■44* rare :27 
4,s«j ,?,aa S' 
•94 SO -35® no 
59699 TO’O 3 
'24 re T210- 45 1 

280 ID -22® 

«& 8b '-5 re 
£28 77 -2376 
■34 10 H654 
'9660 M606 
■44 X ’£4SJ 
9 >ti 1270- 
»J7 -IS72 
3T567 12665 
£7700 127 79 
48b CD -.2043 
144 50 M546 
<93® 1,0 57 
BBW 116X 
TJSZi ,26 00 
£70® 124,6 
ax 3 11S2- 
343.7C- 11845 
7173 119 76 
II, * 1293, 

131-72 


5 I 

J ; Facuidap3nSfTa?x 

6 . r/dctay-tjparSpcciaKc. 

8 I r«*4TO«<3JananA 

4 ■ Fr^oVnfarvtscjnd 

.7 I M»nirqSib7ejdaaMreo 

■9 IrTiTC.-. SOrttapalAfk*, 

? I F-cnazPro.jaaincsoSnCc'* Ot.W 
i» , FiwSPioitKO CCOI 

? . SA&pttG'n 

1- ! tf^im o ic-Bpjn 

■4 , &3riTOT4®Twi»j®an 
■f | Gamotf^fJanoi 
’’ I GnaiapanGena/ai 
IS , GTjjnnrxar 
I fc aaarJ*® 

I HMRWlBPM 

l< n3 C .SCf U^wj£j 

m coorixTUa^BrSmCa: 
fOContAfaUpanouGmiBC 
'-iSjcnucumnescTuct) 
r*£8CJ3panuin 
HSBCjapvmn 
H SjCjcjftflSffl flCbt 
f.VESOlZBa rvcicGat 
s7.".£SXLUridmoSiTiCa. 

• Jonrcai^r JCNua^on 
.Z i n^vw^japandsn 
:: ; w4.’33UGmLJfljBf>*^3e»Ti 
q- | ^litXjCrttX/OnOL 

?* • 2* re — M, l*“ nt 

UJ 


01.74 
01/32 
10/74 
09/78 
0183 
12(89 

11.83 
1082 
02/00 
04-39 
,47® 

09.83 

raw 
rasa 
raw 
06/88 

ires 

LUXUaMn 0471 

'ZSCJncnSmCm 0484 

aJanrCuiTfaJsoon 09.8B 

UrtunJooan 05,83 

-.teorAVTJ3oann»±MtBid 0703 250000 
:4n^jnGnrtcJJ«ar6iTi 1035 1000 

aftraaacridJacmTHcter piw ran 

~ . TO 

(Oteumr 


icrcaasan 
| | LAdTftuv-apanGm 


ran u» 

TO 7 
10® 73 

50® X 
OT 7 
10® SC 
10* >7 

'0® 2? 
ion z 
an ,4 
5® 16 

25* 54 

5® U 
1*0 38 

11/95 1000® 2 

raw TO 57 

raw 5* 14 

04/86 TO 2 

5® 5 

>0* 12 256. >0 

06/78 TO 21 16260 

02/77 50* 10 1S43S0 

PLW 1*0 5 1861 

05HG 300000 t» 

W*1 10® 

0987 ran ra 

04,84 1*0 63 

OV91 HOT 32 

04,91 50** 32 

0705 100*0 IW 
01*4 TO 23 

10* 14 

io® 33 
HW6 TO 2 

11/Bo ran 4i 

,092 1000* 16 

0X88 <000* 228 

Dim to 7 

1*0 « 

TO 47 
ran 23 
£0* 29 

1*0 7 

TO ,5 
TO 9 
TO* 26 
10* 10 
,*o a 

10* 23 

10® 10 
,0® 2 
10* 6 
TOO X 
10* 47 

TO 36 
ran io 
TO C? 

TO 16 
10* 95 

TOO 68 



Commodity & Energy 



117 

-iB* eo 

IS5D0 HI 4p Ml , 
101 * <29 <0 


(aao iiMM, 

(TWatoiAljpon 

tflcpc^oUttcjeseGiri 

Riymjapitn 
tF'rarfCJapn 
4 Pr_centeU/iDoncco 

i (to. tc»m 3F nPjatuTi 

^.uSdnmnJflra/iGJIi 

SiPJepanGo, 

jStfJaMnSnCcs 

Scn/odCftTcUooSnrtCos 

SMRJBainEii 



cam 

,193 

02,82 

MW 

oses 

10/74 

05® 

raw 

01*5 

02*7 


’f- 1 SSSSScm 

<50® re® r. I Sanarttoao 

J»S llpSSSSKT 

Xl Sammajjawn 
1C I ^oh^Upon 
731 S? 


1088 TOO® 387 

1191 10* 10 

cn/w to® 67 

0281 10® 478 


«M® BUT? 

ran 
157 10 76T1 

12081 8451 

15333 8627 

67* 8264 

23010 8933 

SIX 84® 
*27 Wfi2 
*77 77 73 

*37 6631 

WOT 7245 
47 14 K® 

xeo 83 92 

5242 05,05 

67® 74 42 

8062 04 41 

2BJ0 7301 
97 ID 73 

WSZ WOT 13 
14490 8834 3! 

630 74 73® TO 

8024 86® IB 

•0W 77 X GO 

02® M 4 
5099 7644 01 

3000 9072 2 

72® ®74 X 
7029 7826 S3 

ra® x 

7431 64 
74 77 65 
7025 * 
B4 1S 32 
80® <5 
02.45 42 
« IB 84 
7337 m 


6714 

®64 


32053 1*62 
48013 12349 
267 06 129 57 

38560 MB® 


SunUeOMnCin 
^urtJiWConadaJapan 

£i ca? m» ira i 

»7 IKS* 11294 107 1 I h,, : J **«T*yaperGol2 


01 


^4cndencn£^jbic 
H«ndSTO*jiS™iCo5 
uraretrxmEulfti** ___. 

(HmCooMAtwTffnEutpQ 06*9 
0331 
02.86 
02.B9 
00*8 
08*6 
01*6 
02,07 
lies 
07.37 
D336 



tUmxbiErt 

u<vma80M6«iwo», 


rtiJrtnCrtnuCrf 
jUareuryErtOm 


MGMEuGr 

SttmnyEuf 
ifaan&Eucve 
(MMcnEv 
*itowei«rt 
(«0M4oiPaf£ifl 
XtiPfll 
iHMMuiuMEu 


iFfcaWMEuraoe 
IF^pousCurfati 
UVomnEui 
mnokfira 

^ > >ulennft&» 

Iftodocfiir Af^uu*.. 
xftWOSurrtEur 
nryi mrtnn if9Ti 

(SAPEuSmCos 

TTZWtu 

S anwafedG ai 

AmwIiiKIft 

(5rt»oiW&*2mCc', 

Sd-Jo ai b n jEu 

ScnocMdnsEuOniCas 

JScaAfTTCdtfe&jOa 

Ccni fa Hjti e& jrocljo 

ScOLM&r 

Secmxi^Eu 

tSaxmacwsSu 

£»8HtfnoaCH««nal 

jSaiwolonEuiQn 

iSLtarnfe-sflGaEudnDd 

(Swomes iM1toa«y 

SunWdLEu 

SlWCMIUDr/ta cSn*Oa 

SpradtayEuGn 

!S«>*ll4nco&4' 

sSurUefipiSh 

tSunUortOmadaEui 

(ThHBdnoa&fisoSrtGBT 

1»2»a!*TOttfleEiHaS3(aii2 

(TrtoacneedcEuGsii 

nreadncncBDEuGHC? 

TSGEk 

IIUEur 

tutfHeraMu 


<W» 

05*6 

M.36 

turn 

K 

raw 

07/93 

01/90 

:ok> 

03*8 

07/78 

OlrtJ 

05*7 

06*6 

07*0 

07» 

04/B5 

01*7 

07.® 

01*8 

07.W 

02,97 

oaw 

,2*4 

11*8 


83 
IIS 
1*0 M 
10® X 

rat, lx 

TO 9 
TO » 
10* 33 
10® IS 
ID* 12 
ID* HO 
1*0 206 
10® 12 
ran 4 

TO 278 
10® <81 
10® 168 
10® 140 

to ra 
io® no 

10® 17 


74 


834* 110® 
,8851 11022 
91063 T23T2 
37ia mas 
I30W 116® .. 
£46 « ,0175 125 
I3C I*® MB 
11040 12i® 51 
29*98 11885 
226® '3061 
TTfibO 1JH® 
ESSO I22T4 
35? TP is* 63 
8TBI 11342 1 05 
127® 11, £3 1 1£ 
137® M&Oj ® 
2B881 1,513 101 
C27'0 M65* 50 
®'» 12807 14 

l»«i 13l£7 6 

161® 125 M E 
ill® 1,4 92 1® 
197® 12213 <J 


33 ( North America 

3 , AjocyCimrOm 
AaOayUS&nagCa; 
^Tjjeract^AmenrcaGm 
(Abci.*enF»ciAiT«iOp 
4Atoaeenl>K#<aiiiAiiiefca 
, , AESWoctnAba 
| a«A Ea*y6Urf(»jrwc3 
!? , toSo&awuAms&rtj*. 
wAiwca 


tongineiSnCK 

Cor)kFvnas»t*mmx 

tCarfteNonM™ 


02*1 

HOT 






TO 

11 




11,07 

sm 

■t> 





5® 

27 

?ii re 




too 

142 

2 2& 




TO 

11 




05*5 

jflm 

f,1 




0400 

5® 

9 

X6 7 



01/81 2000 
oi/ai 500000 

43 

OT? 


0021 

®44 

0046 

« 

47 

M 

1299 

ion 

405 





ran 

Sfl 


1 1 02 



TO 

X 





5® 

J6 

413.20 

kiB 

X 


JuadsOrtUasiEflmsi 

MiftSAandGm 

tueewmanc 

UatAreoFAMBatXi 

MmnUan-dGKi 

TMooifyMar'onc 

MWHrtrtilBmaMBf 

tUcraarCHOtoUnd 

(NbAMuFundOFuntb 


jCMWwKncSGm 
□MBenartiyMc 

otraaUiieynGni 

OMCsnArfHanaonCacOc 05ffi 
OUFtavkeniUrtWaiaaEr 07*5 


TO 

354 

314 E 



TO 

J97 

M4® 




42 

7020 

1® 13 

„? 


48 









HOT 


JSI0 



EOO® 

1 

1964 74 




f 





U5 

38® 




*S> 

7S4X 




10 

11430 



>000 

49 




HOT 

40 

SUB 




"08 

374«? 



10® 

5 

2420, 



TO 


£16 70 




19b 

512® 




5 

M2X 




cc 

<51® 

hlk 

re 







12 


114J& 



5 

58 07 

111 w 

13 


CUClOOSUSEauiy 

a^rfft»»vsn»tai5» 

S^SSnSSSSSf 5 

s&svawiflCMNin/UiiBiian 

aafOuroWambnier 

sssxsssr 


06*3 

ram 

10(84 

OS/74 

00*9 

02/81 

05*7 

04*7 

06*4 

raw 

C6/83 

06*5 

10*2 

03*8 

01(94 


TO £ 
10* 8 
10* ,12 
TO 


1*0 

ran 

10* 

10* 

sm 

10® 

TO 

10® 

TO 

TO 

10® 

10® 


11*5 1000® 
raw sm 


68 


MW 

01® 

05*0 

10*1 

1089 


10® 25J 
'WQ 
10® 

20® 131 
ID® 127 
TO® 30 
£0® 17 

10® 41 

10® X3 
aw ra® ix 
028, 1*0® (0,2 
10W 1000* 761 
10/08 10® 198 

11O0 TO * 

00(05 500 9 

03/84 E0 200 
04*5 TO 142 
02,86 5® £4? 

04*0 ran 27 
Q9/11 ID® 18 
1£*9 15® 170 

02*7 15OT 9 
05*6 10® 399 

O0W TO 22 

11.96 5® 5 

068b 10* X 

0685 40® 42« 

07*9 ,0* 81 

io® too 44 
loso- »» 

00*5 TOD S3 
0985 TOO® 83 
o-iTB an ra 
11*3 10® 6 

07*0 TO 103 


40021 I2S49 £1 
87 £1 11070 - 


LIO 141 

353 BO 1166' _ 
8? 74 12* 

22330 113 47 IOC 
13663 M 7 58 B2 

UZc3 i®B4 M 
IS4.K 107 47 122 
43J® ,a« 


®w s® 

01/72 TO 
12/79 5* 

owe ran 

12*4 TO 
08/78 50® 

Oft® 1*0 109 
,2/79 ran uo 
n*o ran 12* 
05*6 300030 183 
10TO 10* 40 

10/72 SOOT® 40 
07.96 KWJ® 11 

raw van hb 
we a® e 
04-70 5® 40 

11*5 10® 115 

- ^ <B84 10® 15 

5»«L/WSmaiatf^finjT, 10*7 io® 0 

raw to b 
01*5 KOTO X 
<71770 10® 25 

63 


RdrffcAro 

RW4r.ArufStotnE4i 

FOrtiylrtlFdsAmoea 

f*»4iiwJ4i»m4n*fiGa4 

',*afmw'J+xtVmaa& 

Hc-TimjSattjRnEfaTiIrtla 


ricnasPltwAira 


GANpiMmBeiO 
(SAJ/tonfiftmooGBiA 
GjttocAbbt 


S Sjg !“2 « j £m Jo® 


a S j GBnciaP5F4mcTEnieigCo: 11*0 HOT® 164 
•' ‘ 04*8 1000® 34 


G/TBncnfSFxmei 


GjmMmertirnara] 
GtaaiAinDiSrTaioQy 
GojoEUSBbk- 
GTAmaSjrtCos 
GTi.Guin 


iS£S£ ‘gloiiSSftw 


14 20 1EB7 
'55A1 1££41 
Ml® 111 44 
?£4® MB28 
73E<0 -®06 
IX 30 12295 
lie® Itl ’5 
era nt a 
(31,0 13&JS _ 
!907 1*70 115 
72 7B 9871 te 
i4i jo inx 
219* 11717 
'SR JO 1S57 
7028 TZOcrt 
,3137 
’2164 
12174 
1219, 
181® USB 
1151? i£7® 
TCBSfi IF 14 
(1941 


r | HeneaunNoitftVnp 
HerdcrvmMiiAm«& 

1 12 l nOanurttnto 
S H7Sjrxjrt.GSnilDM 
" I JSBCAmoiGin 
*; | TGSCAircmnra 
iv/cSCCrtmuGm 
« IN-iffiSCXiAiroSnsCos 
“ 1 -lexoVU/dheHinoF 
(LafmtlBHWidiaSi 
. l«MSGrt*tonWliTiaf 
« I iuoa0firtusm*» 

*g , S'-»»xin»4orirATK4 


07*4 

05*3 

0692 

08*0 

11.73 
03*3 

ova 

IOT4 

1070 

OWK 

0B*& 

11/70 

10*8 

07.74 
M/SC 
00*5 
09*6 
07*5 
09*2 

ram 


28040 11556 87 
189® 11037 HI 
480® 116® BB 
502® 1223b 
263® ik: as 
1BM0 11096 
TO® 

187® KJ7J8 113 
14640 11881 67 

raw ns® i® 

387® 11738 72 
18498 12268 33 
326® 1X42 2 
4JJE 7827 118 
11270 11B21 82 
SI 100® IS® 

6 78248 |2i47i 

72 34024. 120® 

7 220® 11B91 
X 101® 11981 

4 437® 1 1931 

17 801 70 113® 

M 21719 121® 

2 2197® 12342 
fi&IX 13412 
48770 1X15 
2S4® 110® 

1S78 
12911 
'E63 

108® 12266 
2B1® 13418 
MOOT VBBT 
859® 114 6B 
*80 119® „ 
240® 1Q268 IIS 
178® 11060 59 
3AQ® 12001 14 

I17JJ9 « 
28057 11581 81 
234 01 1133B 101 
48020 122.77 X 
fOE I23X X 


S 1 U’» B ^ a:iJ " mS,nC<Ba ^ 11*7 


uesnmCMroai 

Edrti*0hta»T&rtCcj 


141® 1110 
(1130 111® 
KB® 11531 

mx 


IntemationaJ Equity & Bond 


Far East Excluding Japan 

AbtcvAajanPacA: aufi 

sssassass 

MeGffloidPBdic 03*9 

SraESSSo*. *« 

*Ce jwftffc 06*0 

C/ydfLnnojeinoAaaCny 06*5 

OancWed>3oa>C«] COW 

«TOfcSu3SCOM4 11® 

OJOTOnatfaGn cam 

OeKiWiflCMtoanffll, 07,85 

[> OT-I>., M r. «W 

— M*S 

11*4 
02*7 
01*6 
09® 

05*0 
05*63 
iaw 
11/90 

io*j rax t 
1QTO 5000* « 

07*5 ran* i*i 
10*1 10® 11 
ram mo w 
ram to* >e 

r- -i | |-|r- ^ T - f IT IbH fQK 1( wSg ™ 

gwnoirfeFFVQlfc CB*9 1*0* 320 

GaaitoePaax: oaw hot as 

GlOnert iq/BI 1*0 54 

<% er* anP « afc 04*3 5* * 

(C^nesbngrttaonaiCoB iQBfl ran S 
herOBTmAs&i&i mm ran as 

1081 TOO Jl 

01*4 TO IS 

%% ,SS £ 

^ QBB6 1000 32 

Gn 07*7 10® 14 

raw io® 12 
ram ran 31 

« 8S8 "? 
rasssss iSE -s '£ 

uSSaum^SS'^ rale 'to 140 

•MnCureAaaPacrtc cem iooo 15 

Mem»i«iclc 06*7 ,0* 49 

MinBa O bnM to anlodc. <r*W 10* 


F&CSanCslAdaEi 

FkfcUirtSEV/ 

f^HTyToatsfaSEATJc, 

Rdd4y5oumE3aA® 

FweAnotKArtartacrtcA 

FWdArawifcsiPaQbeS 

FfaMKKAaBnClM 

FMVbmMtaaiOpe 

FtonmSiKcrftaiC 

FncnfriM*rtoanGDi 


HOT 

70 

£30® 

93 54 



a 

asm 

5517 




3,1® 



TO 

07 




ran 

4U 

1® 40 




24 

T2i® 





"3 70 




1L' 

20590 




5 

1X96 

ffiM 



2 

10 9, 




5( 



63 


Jb, 

5< 20 

70® 



Cl ,5 




X 

20030 



00Q 


7*24 



500 


203 20 



$00 

ID 

£010 




1U 




,®0 

2 

2254 



sun 

JJ 

53050 




54 

91 

3, S' 

4294 

sg 

1 S22 

260 

I £220 

7?9S 

6 


g , ^-yClSawNfcTwGert 
J 4 liAGAmor 

VAGAnoBccntav 
3 : UMArraanCot 
WarrCixnoNonliAnv, 

% Jft*QiiyAncTSn*CK£q 
I£ j ItecuyAmar 
“ I McuuriAmeiQj 
» ; UBar,V/0 JSEcufy&J 
! UHWOMmoa, 
ato/panGiwaflAirenStf, 
Jf»OarfinK*0USEcllndTK* 
ra*i3£Urenc3£Ga< 
IW/esWOTtnAmonu 
J7*«rJtwr 
NmactraneSirtOn 
Kawcflf*«*iAn«f 
NPWfTTTdS 


Uu^paokon 

MfflWfcSlFaEaa 

(NMnOnanal 

Mon»*(SaiBnEaaHcon 

□bMuufinorpum 


2?m 

ii® 

04*9 

10*8 

IMS 

raw 

oc/» 


20 


( gnn roaffBBteUa/MM 

gtan TO WA W MPadfc 


(CMfeHadcbo 

(OJHoraraka 

(Eammcfinaa 

SSSSSSSSSST 


manmabCubaMand 
fienmorePSHTBal 
G MU i ca t rSTU TB* 
jQnciWonrlvbc 


tHondasonBncul 

UWaUpnaM* 

sgsssfg r 


uuDAkwonoKfiai 


tNamtaSnaouM 

OtfHaOMMMC 


tom io® ns 
raw to i7 
oasi ran ,4 

04*0 TO 0 
01*4 »0 18 

04® SOOOO 43 
08(80 KOTO (0 

04*0 10® 7 

04/79 ran 76 
NAB ram) 880 
04*8 1000® 40 

00® 10* 10 
oi*5 ran £4 
raw s® 2® 
Da*/ an z 

10(96 300 

ran mono in 
DC a 100® 5 

oaw raw s 
0»e 10® 34 

08/91 TO IS 


8445 9883 

34® 10430 
I08B4 11215 
11678 10017 
G0 18 11117 

(80® (1074 

120(0 (17.74 

nano na® 

05 07 11211 
in® 103® 
33938 11221 
271 09 11225 
4605 106,7 
,6614 11244 

22820 11543 
ff« Kfi£l 
6001 1102! 
8U0 1XW7 
I54GSQ 10137 
ana 11020 
121* Its S3 
110 m 10917 


UMMsAok 


rraffO u rt Me F uBMlM 

gCDtMj/HsFsfesorem 

SamMaHnSoeCaaMca 

g^^w AJaaicSbcn 

SantnSMUlc 

(SaaWCaracSAsstfbcfc 

arajwao^m^ 


TO 
10® 

5® 39 

sea ~3 
ino I® 
raw mo a 
raw 10m 1® 
1294 10® S 
raw son 45 
10/70 10® 59 

05*9 100OTO 070 
1DW 10® 222 
02*1 10® 85 

06*7 TO 15 
11*7 5® S3 

05*1 10® 10 

10*5 10® 112 

05*8 TO 110 
07*0 HOT 6 
OOB2 40® 1® 
10*0 2D* 49 

ram too® « 


13597 
1ME 
IE 77 
13007 
80 ■« 
IS® 
397 40 
6664 
1(2.47 
4 34 16 

ilitf 
15B40 
45® 
’04.10 
105® 
217 40 
7® 
*10 
0497 
17330 
£77® 

a® 
78® 
151® 
71,8 
57 TB 
IX® 
10656 

IX W 
157® 
14 13 
9633 
44X 
B7« 
3931 
110® 
3487 
IKK 
11260 
M2* 
8774 
131® 
14850 

X73 

36220 

1087 

3787 


50 


10 


ssssaw 0 

Far East Including Japan 
(tanmAftek 
lA£STj£a3on 

CfttSiKH 

CLmF«£Bs»n©}i 
INemTOhMh; 

g^sssr^ 

GAM^Eoaor*^ 


62 CK 
GZ23 
61 X X 
61 37 X 
6071 14 

6374 72 
0328 1 

65* 13 

DUG 4S 

56 1 1 57 

5635 64 
5B 77 
C£4 

sera 
5373 
8856 
70 IB 
1UI 
5741 60 

55® tB 
7857 4 

JOE 81 

51 x re 
mar 2 
O 78 71 
4719 a 
81® X. 
*70 77 I 
57® tJ 
MOT 
53 58 X 
Mtt 52 
55 33 
1491 70 

65® £1 
7211 8 

10.14 50 

55® G7 
6922 
«S7 
57 74 9 

7104 

6939 12 
6507 
6170 
6887 
5704 62 

SS “ 
SS i 

W3B m 
® 12 27 
7081 S 
5991 47 

8148 37 
SOJT 41 
55 4g fa, 

na si 


■ ?W9tlUD«bnm3tfi 
s^TpebiaMme^nitCcB 
PignmA/w 
(PnTbfcAancalnf 

(FtonsaMfMmonnAiisrca 13W 

OqrauiHMtonnAnwica kvw 

1003 
05*7 
03/64 
03*3 
0301 


5® 17 
10® 13 

,0* B 
10* 5 

HOT X 
TO M 
ran <3 
HOT 31 
£ooo x 
TO 47 

ot ra 
ion a 
10® 32 

10® 22 
10® B 
TO 2 
ran 61 
10® 02 
10® 109 

to ea 
ion 7 
70® x 
TO TO 
to aa 
TO 31 
moa B2 
raw 500® 36 

i£W HOT ,54 
raw lore, zb 
07*3 2500® 1 

09*7 HOT E 
raw 2000 162 
11*0 TOO 11 
04/8T 
01*3 
IttBB 

raw 
00/as 
D7*S 
04*5 
0BH3 
11*1 
07*0 
11.06 
09*1 


1VX 

n/72 

OS/79 

07*3 

OB«3 


(S4PUBSB, 

sawviv 

SctirateTAirra 

Se»mxiei1naC6n5dlan 

<™44/SSnCBi 

ScaWiaaStoOnirt 

Cl-11 B jitKfcCmei 

SoXLteAmai 
Sc ctA V A 4jIr»mAirrr 
Scoiw«to«*iMinrtiM 
(SUmtik ifWAnwlM 
SundoKlWoilliAnra 

SKmdhaiAiTcr 

SjnAfenajNbnhAmerta 

(ScWJoTCoiKreiMfWUTiao 

SrtUjtoAmciah 

3»cort»BQia«»iieT3«IOde 

Ttma®oafc/iiBahi 


TO 

14 



ran 

4 

ran 


<0® 


TO 


TO 

47 

toco 

3DA 



HOT 

« 

5® 


WO 


,0® 

4H 


29 



1U30 

re 


12, 


TO 

10® 304 
12*4 lOXOT E 

raw ran® mi 

<S®0 ID® 314 
02*i 10® 80 

06*5 TO 32 
03*4 250 148 

to 57 
*MW TO X 
1TO 25 
05*0 10® 14T 

KJ/72 TO 27 
raw ran x 
06W TO IB 
O&BS <®0 29 

®*2 20® 32 

02*2 ante 
oara to® 117 


Emerging Markets 

AUeiutnAinBrea 

Wwrt’dLmbrota 


03,79 

5 


SCO X 
10® 10 
10® 5 

S® 16 
09*0 5® 7 

1384 S® 1® 
10*7 10® 105 

01*7 100® 4G 

asm mo r 


ST 06 
8731 

7040 

n 

183 70 


0798 

«43 

GO 10 
6970 
Till 
7T1B8 
74 IB 


MSI BUT 9 


SkouKoiCBlfid 

ss^ssz* 

^9Df£nvraMade 


Oop( 4 »rt ,dL3 




m**w 

C«MlOWj*frtmartlK 

^peuBamAraca, 



02*6 50®® 
HK01 5® 

24 

oaw ran 

,8 

its 

U/9£ ID® 

7WB 

17 

<a*7 5® 

•6 

raw to 

9 

oara a® 

17 

7X0* HOT 

107 

!(*? '000 

12 

09*1 10® 

33 

0094 10® 

4 

04*4 to 

1 

raw sm 

13 

05*6 2000® 

B 

on® noon 

42 

>2*2 TO 

X 

02(87 HOT 

26 

£5*1 moo® 

173 

wee ran 

1 

M/95 HOT 

40 

07(87 HOT 

29 

00*1 10® 

43 

0BTO HOT 

3*5 

07*5 mo 

1 

urn oo 

10 

caw s® 

24 

11(9* 10® 

44 


■XI 70 11591 B0 
ttBG M«3 ,10 
3S2337 12094 42 

2M80 T15B2 K? 
273OT ,2434 a 
TO® 11J0B 97 
2EOOT 1303* 3 

470 S3 12318 X 
2raS5 1 25 13 IB 
717® 1,849 pi 
207 83 11670 77 
884® 117® E0 
41740 129 63 8 

B3 73 114 78 92 
tow 11660 ra 
'90 10 7073 IX 

170® 11537 W 
305® 12701 12 

IX® 124 61 8 

18350 11657 83 

256® 11808 04 
36230 11D2B 51 
j® TO 1,048 no 

8(6® 1 ias 8 60 

20480 11237 107 
12600 10543 114 
1®10 11346 99 
401® 1,947 49 

'£30 M£3? 106 

207038 ,2, 41 

ana 117 ra to 

674® 12036 
42350 12208 X 
84 X 10344 115 
8231 11240 104 
7579 11658 85 
arare 1x54 10 

34764 M791 67 

IQ® 11343 1® 
22840 12003 « 

41707 11308 KB 
271M 115® 84 
18831 1,2.45 106 
10310 1®ie 1,2 
341 12 11375 4 
95® 119® 37 

194® 1X11 11 

203® 1178? 60 
SI, ID 114 71 93 
32510 12184 « 
83040 12463 
«517 116J8 _ 
176 79 ®43 1,7 

K45 110® a, 
37288 (3244 8 

1?7 13 1,7® 75 

iso io ,ai7 »T 

TOM 11055 
55B70 125J3 .. 

46650 11150 <QB 

sea® nap, ® 
B2B7 11610 91 
WM0 11676 78 
280OT 137 ?n 35 
07 12 11887 Sb 
0480 123® 27 
1(723 74 

M75Q 71 
M377 ® 

. 'M'S 95 
44512 11916 B3 

,aje 1SS 5 


OMPSPodWoTW 
CObeacxvdkfiiftli 
TOUSodnOTOliPlf 
CHCFC04, 

lOUVVbpcnilSMAnUo 

QMWaybiMleiffcnUa 

□uviuci«M«» 

!PBDBlu9<V'Brt*iKTPG > 

tPCTt kfcfijiloffTjiaa 

PnmeiBnMHnls 

Cf^uraajMandAiQl 

nnaiAucASnaar, 

watBqgJAPPgGB i 

IrtaynKEuiMPDntfa. 

RoyadjHrUan'd 

iStnuirtn) 

tSo/WVrtWf 

SuiABwiivdoiilnEiMy 

«lnUfcfia3rttoi8iy5S 

SWCuMiAGlti 

SWIramTOrwEraew 

EW’reme^aDtoSrtaaDi 

fSWnsnwiSeiBaarte 

±SWBm»*3outK«7rLti 

sv/PiwrancsfimEoy 

SWSutodECHleay 

(TSaSrtKMlC 

T>*lbinB47nrt 

Index Bear 
firmuaur 


<3*8 

04*5 

04*5 

03*3 

12*1 

12*i 

07(94 

02/97 

12*8 

06*8 

04*1 

06*0 

12*8 

01*6 

01*6 

COBB 

txm 

11*5 

0994 

€6*2 

05*6 

08(96 

HK2 

00*8 

10(95 

05*5 



9 

02® 

IC068 

n 

, 00D 

5 

164X 

111 64 

16 

1(100 

3 

’5020 

114 SB 

8 

TO 

3 

«® 

9043 

77 



245 70 

10951 

77 

ran 

.IN 

rare 

10953 

42 

10® 

9 

,77® 

,07*5 

3b 

TO 

9 

67 95 

IN® 

51 


3 

182.10 

111 15 

19 


1 

,0520 

101 70 


10® 

1 

56 75 

ICE. ’B 

62 

50® 

X 

14310 

Ml 40 

IB 

TO 

4 

12,80 

111® 

2D 

TO 

13 

’5040 

11093 

2t 

5® 

11 

144® 

10561 

45 


47 

8200 

,0842 


HOT 

f 

TOOK) 

102 76 

58 

TOO 

& 

70® 


73 

TO 

6 

11230 

9,8, 

yu 

HOT 

mi 

SSS 

106 B7 

■ST 

ran 

X 

241 41 

10286 

® 

HOT 

0 

an 

1DEJ0 

61 

10® 

6 

015* 

101® 

6B 

1000 

■¥*m 

Xi 

5431 

128*0 

105.13 

raw 

46 

71 

60® 

10 

6585 

H3I1 

12 

GO® 

8 

87.(8 

1(7® 

1 

10® 

X 

15SX 

11193 

14 

ran 

X 

249® 

1®3< 


5(1® 

S3 

7856 

11532 

6 

TO 

1 

67® 

113*2 

11 

10® 

7 

0525 

loan 



X 

0947 

102 19 

€3 


HOT 

ran 

o 

10® 

ran 


,9 


02(95 500® 

00(05 10® 

(E/95 500® 4 

HVB9 TO 420 

0690 TO ns 

HOT 


eWMwgefCouM 

Life Managed Funds 

M*x*UM4vrt)4 
(Ummatn'd 
A0aJXnnaG4Man'i 
AlKOrtarttod 
AXAEq&UMBdB 
U4EqSLa»Opp6 


mo 

ms 


1,420 10329 
SB® 10187 
,13® IN 17 
(3890 11249 
15140 10714 
1«X 10051 
146® 103 80 
117® 3200 
10311 115® 
80.14 11018 


450® 7054 

43751 HUB 
7077 


0onaoysU»BU»n-d2 

B*c)4icneMin'dnv2 

HnUUn'd 

Brtanoc/teMur'd 

CanKcMvi'd 

aSEmSaEi™ 

ssssasr^ 

CobAAnratafcM 

OonrwSUnonMand 
CoiMAr/dB 
EaO*«»&»4W»i® 
EagnSuMwira 
ECMBtWUUand 
Hvi*/ODOo*4ai <J 
FdmfcMma 
FfenfcPmrintUand 
GAliand 
'SanUan't. „ 
{TOGUmtocii. 
GmCSFdtow-^ 

G/n^wPmyPaajBcra 

GunUiAnclniAiaid 

GuanJanLOIfcnd 

(UA 

(t*nxft«rri4lon 

KSaZmom 

HBrt^OaMtaWfced 

kwraMAMdu 

!S^a£d 

JWVWGMaid 

JRAfficrtatoUiiid 

-HA/StBinn'cftaaMoa 

sggr 

UBncteaHUmytian-d 

MgratoKiMSd 

USAAra'd 

MGMLszBnWand 


01/76 

,052 

9*810 iraq 

107 

tern 

704 

1WM 110*0 

3e 

05*0 

1114 

5340 10791 

7* 

oyn 

3373 

184600 i® 41 

ra 

04/77 

£12 

1087.70 10841 

40 

04*9 

13 

2S2B0 11QN 

19 

»VW 


.79730 1080, 

53 

,1/78 

1057 

7,437 10006 

51 

06/73 

W 

STOOD 10876 

55 

07/IE 

>12 

9*280 110X 

21 

raw 

340 

49240 10&S6 

61 

02/re 

295 

14® HI 105,64 

ice 

07*4 

TO 

t4ain mm 

2 

12*8 

18 

230® 9960 

IX 

11A4 

422 

*3150 10B7T 

56 

oara 

2 

1E6JS0 11117 

10 

0W7B 

a 

36Q0B 117 AT 

4 

01*3 

34, 

mao non 

29 

01*8 

,74 

135350 10053 

ra- 

06*5 

111 

107® 

re 

06*5 

1® 

KHJ2 

59 

<384 

X 

383® 11070 

2? 

raw 

3 

37£94 ,03 77 

15 

MAT 

2 

14071 IN 12 

U 


20 


re 


UHHv 

MFTSB 

UcfinUlMdcdluas 


(UrtMKMLOeAland 

SJWtaOhlbn-d 


JBO 8032 11 


*j*iMJfioiJlMT.d 

NPMand 

OMtomn’d 

OcnUuaSnnoaacIPcd 

OHMaraui-Mand 

^wonarttBCoMand 

Pa nenWiDfcO rtBatoKW 

PrararamabOiTiMwdE 

5*mt80i»onSBBioQ2 

MancaMwalTiuaUa] 

toaAJeUand 

ftei®n«Mand 

aggsssr’ 

0€-BBMrMand 

SociAmlcablrtfcndl 

sSb-iJjfaikAiKU 


BcoBiimlntPfcmfdSn 
ItOTiWdowiMbad | 
SmndnBaWrtid 
gaocfeOH aWand 
a™raa*B«(84ar-d 
SUraWFACkmlnel 
SananlPaafliyU ar d ■ 

gtanfafiSH^nEnd 


raw 

11*3 

07*1 

00*2 

raw 

06*6 

05*0 

M*a 

os/ao 

01*0 

02,70 

01*5 

OV95 

01*5 

0088 

07*1 

00(80 

0&32 

0SAB 

05*6 

01*2 

01*2 

09*6 

0VB2 

10/77 

0287 

11/77 

00*3 

1202 

01/72 

05/73 

04A9 

07(93 

11*3 

00*2 

06/72 

raw 

12*8 

ra» 

10/05 

04A8 

04(80 

01*8 

01*3 

COOT 

OUKfi 

01*2 

07® 

05*2 

09/78 

02*4 

01(88 

0V74 

0 i*a 

01(81 

02*7 

05*2 

C6JH7 

04*1 

raw 

11(93 

02/72 

0007 

02(81 

00*5 

oara 

03*5 

00*4 

03(04 

D5JB5 

06W 

07(88 

01(65 

07*1 

07/79 


1® 

294 

7S£ 

4 

37 

BD 

94 

34 

14 

1® 


107 

160 

IBS 

5 

94 


174 


Hsnaa/GannraSfend" 

acrJB(HendBreonUafid 

s*ax*nmwBC0Mand 

StanfeMGMflfeMan-d 

aan rtn f faip n«4»i a 

Senda^BipeiisKWid 


irtjdwn'd 


»ra s®3& 


5318 


05*4 

12*4 

OS/96 

0250 

02*4 

07*2 

OHM 

07.94 

00*3 

07*3 

®B 

07*4 


10® 8 
HOT 8 
10® 101 
10® 29 
ID® X 

ran 2 
ran is 
inn b 

HOT 220 
HOT 20 
TO 47 

eo® in 

(577 


«H> 





1 




12030 

84 71 









8054 





sasss 







07.76 






KIT 







s 

40® 

8515 

















171.10 



COW 

7887 



BUS 

30 


g«*Caras3BOJCUoi-d 

TOUfeMond 

Jwcfcmteurttava 

13&ES2E?- 

\8%5&g'-* 

WK- 

SSKS 


47230 HB® 4J 
313® I®® 56 
421® 102 7H MB 
299,0 103S) Mi 
201® ,®G3 IX 
205 ® 9809 IX 
317® 106.17 97 
339® 10510 106 
115® IN 16 11 2 
22270 10334 M7 

an® 10037 ra 

937 1001® 107 32 07 
175 3B60 11007 X 

X68 110® E 
JBZ! 10B» W 
2SZ® 1BB23 44 
19550 107 71 * 

06030 10593 1® 
1J720 104 40 110 
28500 K»J6 42 
313® 1,004 31 
18M0 108® <7 
XT 10 107.21 ® 
=n 11640 10551 1® 
30B 24150 11231 11 

951 1244® I® 12 45 
3) 304,0 SB 79 IE 
686 67,® ior is ® 

2 134® Here nj, 

103 573.70 107® BE 

E0 656® ,1712 0 

£08 1257® TCeL37 105 
1 XS® 107® 00 

8 168® 104 JO 11, 

114 530® KB 09 J3 

" 194® MO® 37 

05260 10543 ipi 
3H.W ,07 01 81 

274® 10006 124 
37560 IN® 109 
342® 10905 46 
118® 10772 7* 

(3840 11016 20 

]££ , S5 M 88 

167® 10206 122 

N7® IHLOt a 

£M82 '0730 h 

721® 1DQ03 73 
1(0® 10885 52 
.. 17640 106® 57 

34 319® 106 JO K , 

0 145.70 W7 76 7b 

« 235 10 107 77 77 

310 11X70 10RJ2 ra 
' 286® M2® ij 

exm ioa® y 
37.40 8356 \X 
58140 1®£7 X 
1X00 11008 ® 
07330 70S® 50 
ireei * 

238BU 1 1I 43 IS 
1TOW HB06 73 
-J3-« 10062 E3 
872® 1062B 96 

'll-* « 

,® 48 37 
1550) 11,20 17 
ISO® (0370 U6 
436® <0094 4B 

354® 1*48 39 

SS in' 7 “ 

araro he * 3 ta 

is® 10642 94 

TO® 10079 54 

59Q40 1 ,085 » 

!£S 851=8 ,£/ 

I9CX 11033 X 
345 70 1® 47 » 

TO® 1® 79 eo 
o 180® KB® Si 
22 »X mi® I® 

IB 27DJ0 ifflQi nc# 

37 1(17 10 as 

| is ss n 

188 107® 

_ 42 207 70 HK38 
£0,5 ,0(500 HJ0J4 

2® iron ii7.i2 

B9 I m 3 Q P 1Q84R 
«6 ,^® KBZ1 
<46 56480 111® 

339 33000 106 SB 

74 197® 107 Cl 

14 645® 10787 

75 379 10 10062 

® JOT® 117O0 

® K6® 

®g J076B 

2® 2066 80 110® 

<87 11407 

M £5000 1U15 


£00 

5 

2 

5 

3 

10 

679 

Ml 

OB 

244 

1® 

IB 


63 

20 

331 


ra 

4 

517 

5 

IBS 


X 

a 

632 

(12 


IN 


75 


(2 


CU&sfOflj 

g^gratan***** 

Rt^ioiQWJbpM 

Gam»Cfcrfi 

GOHSGash 

LeffASCertCan 


<UOT 

10*1 

<2*0 


HDD 

5® 


38 
6 

M« ,0000 3 

01® 10M 345 
iuaz ran 4 
gw ran 2 

03/50 1000 16 

12*1 1000 2 

<BH£ 1000 4 


(DO® 105.18 
100® 106® 
113(4 K&N 
(0152 104.70 
1® 00 IN® 
100 B0 KM. 72 
5013 HON 
law IN 97 

95027 103® 

»33 IN® 





STANDARD 
& POOR'S 

Micmpjl 


Bloomberq 







the INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 28 FEBRUARY 1998 

24 


24/THE BACK PAGE 


North’s Angel looks at home 


Paul Vallely's 

BRITAIN 



THE aobs and southerners have all 
gone. Lord Gowrie, Anthony Gonn- 
ley, Janet Street-Porter and the 
rest And the people of Gateshead 
. have been left alone with their An- 

geL They were not, thankfully, sub- 
jected to the presence of the 
plummy art critic Brian Sewell, who 
opined horn the safety of the capital 
that Gormley’s statue was vulgar, 
should be pulled down and the 
little North-eastern town bombed to 
the ground. 

Gateshead responded with more 
sophistication. “We hope he is very 
happy living in London,” the leader 
of the town council, George GQl, re- 
sponded drily. 

Not that controversy has been re- 
stricted to a north-south axis. The 
Angel of the North is destined to be- 
come Britain's most-viewed public 
work of art. Sited next to the A1 and 
the railway between London and Ed- 
inburgh, it will be passed by 33 mil- 
lion people a year. 

But its erection has not been 
without controversy locally. There 
were petitions against its “Nazi gi- 
gantism”, fears that its 175ft- 
wingspan might interfere with tele- 
vision reception and complaints 
that the £800,000 it cost would have 
been better spent in schools or 
hospitals. The androgynous 
anonymity of its figure in the pre- 
liminary drawing earned it con- 
demnation as “a monument devoid 
of meaning -the perfect symbol for 
our vacuous times*’. 


Gateshead: 

After initial 
hesitation about its. 
merits, this 
North-eastern 
town has taken to 
the gigantic figure 
that will be seen by 
some 33 million 
people a year 


“The row Is all part of the art;” 
said Sean O’Brien, as he peered 
through owlish specs up at the tow- 
ering sinuous statue with its huge 
rust-coloured wings. “You see the 
Angel through what you have heard 
or read.” O’Brien is nothing to do 
with the sculpture. 

He is a local poet of substance 
(his last volume, Ghost Them, won 
the Forward Prize) and he is cur- 
rently engaged on an intriguing 
CD-Rom project with a dozen oth- 
er writers, artists and computer 
programmers to produce The Book 
of the North, to re - imagin e, the re- 
gion in a new mythological geogra- 
phy. 1 had invited him along as a 
cultural mediator. 

We were stood on the windy knoll 
at the ride erf the A1 which was once 
the site of the pit baths of Ibam Col- 
liery. Bidding rubble and big rfmnlm 
of coal were visible amid the soil 
cleared around the massive plinth 
on which the metal giant bad some- 
how landed. It was an odd juxtapo- 
sition of the human and the 
mechanical. Its face had the blank- 
ness of a computer-generated mum- 
my, its torso was ribbed and subtle, 
and its flat square-cut wings spoke 
of something man-made, for there 
are no right-angles in sentient na- 
ture. Yet the Angel is alive. “See its 
legs, tensed, like a diver on a board,” 
said O’Brien, “or a gymnast waiting 
to seize the rings”. 

Though the luminaries had afl de- 
parted, the birth-pangs continued. 



people who didn'tlto^ 

{pT growing O” *™ P “ b 

Grey. 01d 
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Taking wing: The faithful on their way to view Anthony GormleyS £800,000 frifcce de resistance 


Scaffolding now stood between 
body and limbs. And the noise - the 
rumble of the crane, hum of a gen- 
erator; and screeching of grinders - 
sounded tike the great creature's 
breathing. Periodically a welder’s 
ma gnesiu m-white light flashed by 
the heart of the body and sparks 
tumbled in rolls down the ribbed 
trunk, prompting the half-thought 
that the electricity mi gh t spark the 
figure into action to stalk the bleak, 
wide-skied landscape like a latter- 
day Frankenstein’s monster. 

For there is ambiguity abont the 
Angd. Some have seen a menace in 
it, which is perhaps why reservations 
were still being expressed among 
men in the nearby pubs or women 


walking their dogs. A small number 
resent that the sculpture has been 
imposed upon them by councillors 
who live in other parts of the town. 
And yet you could say foe same of 
an intrusive motorway or banal su- 
perstore. As Sean O’Brien put it 
“It? s as if the resentment comes out 
of the idea foatait is decorative and 
superfluous, rather than something' 
integral tops. , .-Tr.'' 

“It is the same utSitmazrc^lcu- 
his which* insists that tne£tfkmey 
(which came from the Rational 
Lottery's art budget) should have 
gone on health or education. But art 
dignifies a place,” he said, “and con- 
veys a sense ofthe value of the peo- 
ple who live there.” 


Aptly enough, evidence of that 
came from a welder rather than a 
poet Steve Robinson, dad in har- 
ness over 'his orange overalls, de- 
scended from the scaffold where he 
had been inserting foe final plates 
between the body and the wings. 
“No one’s ever attempted anything 
like this before,” the welder from 
Hartlepool Steel Fabrications said. 

• “For us it is something different 
to have a finished job we can look 
at and be proud of. FVe been on this 
for seven months now. It will be odd 
to be back to humdrum pipework for 
the gas and oil industry next week. 
It will be abit of an anti-dimaxafrer 
this.” 

Art counts for nothing if it does 


Photograph: David Rose 


not move, but it is not simply its aes- 
thetic which elevates the spirit. It is 
a vehicle for pride too. The economy 
is booming in Gateshead. Unem- 
ployment has halved in recent times, 
wnfiriwif* among manufac turers is 

higher than in any other UK region 
and local companies last year in- 
creased their turnover at three 
times the national average. 

Yet Gateshead is probably one of 
foe least fashionable places in Eng- 
land. There is a sense here as peo- 
ple contemplate the Angel that “we 
needed something like this - it 
shows what we can do”. 

With surprising speed the local 
people are, then, taking possession 
of the Angel of the North. “A lot of 


their sticks to the base ■ fen _ 

Who had come from Seaton* 
tite edifice. “Just the phnth^e is 
a great piece of work. The 
tioopiles go 60ft into the earth and 
tbey^say the bolts which fasten it 

down are 7ft apiece. 

And an angel is just right- There 

was one suggestion that 
should have been asked to sculpt a 
miner in commemoration of th e in- 
dustry which dominated 
economy for 600 years, until Thatch- 
erism. But that would have been to 
look to the past, and there is already 
too much “heritage” stuff around in 
the North. An angel is a being 
which mediates between Heaven 
and Earth and this one. with its feet 
in an extinct mine and its wings in 

a sky silver with hope, joins the area's 

past with its future. Made from the 
materials of the wreckage of the old 
industry - the steel has copper 
added to make it look rusty - it as- 
pires to something transcendent. 
This angel is secular yet cruciform. 
It is made of manifestly heavy sub- 
stance and yet it can fly. It k the stuff 
of incarnation, for the material of 
this earth is afl that we have from 
which to construct our dreams. 

Wild tree-whipping winds blew 
up yesterday morning. The weath- 
ermen spoke of Force 12 and foe 
bridges over foe Tjme were closed 
to high-sided vehicles. But the An- 
gel looked unperturbed in its new 
home. It stood, swaying like a giant 
oak, its massy winj£ outstretched in 
welcome to those who ventured 
North with an open min d. 

Making an angel, ISM 
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£10 Conran lunch 

The Independent and Independent on Sunday in association with Terence Conran are 
delighted to offer readers the opportunity to enjoy kmdi or early evening supper at 
six of London’s top restaurants throughout February for £10 

Until Saturday February 28th, the following establishments are offering readers a 
two course lunch or early evening supper for just £J0 per person. 

Howto Book 

To participate in the offer simply collect one token (tokens will be printed every day until Sat- 
urday February 28th) and then telephone the restaurant of your choice quoting yourself as an 
Independent diner. On your arrival at the restaurant you should present your token in order 
to qualify for the offer. Each token is valid for a complete table booking. The tokens wifi be 
valid for one week only, and will be dated accordingly. To continue to participate in the offer, 
simply collect a token from the week in which you wish to dine. Pre-booking is essential and 

all bookings are subject to availability. 

A special discount is available on selected items in the Bluebird and Le Pont de la Tour shops 

on presentation of the token. 
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Valid an Saturday February 28dt 


•• Ttab voucher entries (he holder wd iD nwmben efth*<rbMl 
j pn-ddpace In The WfependemfCbmi Rsaaunvx* 00 lunch 


The Independent offer is available at the 
following restaurants: 

Bluebird 350 King’s Road. London, SW3 5UU 

0171 559 1000 

Lundi 1 2noon - 3pm, early evening supper 6pm - 7pm 

Blue Print Cafe The Desjgi Museun, 28 Shad Thames. London, SEI 

2YE 

0171378 7031 

Lundi 1 2noon - 3 pm, early evening supper 6pm -7prrt* 

Le Pont de la Tour Bar & Grill 36d Shad Thames, London, SEI 2YE 
0171 403 8403 

Lunch 1 2ncxin - 3pm, earfy evening supper 6pm -7pm 

Mezio 100 Wsrdour Street, London; Wl V 3LE 
0171 3144000 

Lunch 1 2noon - 3pm, eariy evening supper 6pm - 7pm 

dosed Saturday lunchtime, open Sunday 12pm - 4pm 

Quaglino's 16 Bury Street, St James's, London, SWIY 6AL 

0171930 6767 

j Lunch 1 2noon- 3pm, early evening supper 530pm -6J0pm 

j Zinc Bar & Grill 21 Heddcn Street, London. WIR7LF 
5 0171 255 8899 

j The 3 course menu is available between l2noon and 7pm 
between Monday and Wfednesday the offer is extended undllpm* 

1 

- J The offer is avaifabte 7 days a week at afl six restaurants 

* Closed from fipm on Sunday Ofcr not Mfabteafar 6pm on February 14 


WELCOME TO 

FATTY TOWERS 

Buster Bloodvessel was one of the biggest dod 
stars ofthe Eighties ... literally. But now his life i s 
very different Cole Moreton talks to him 

PLUS: 

Turn again - why London needs a female mayor 
Paparazzi wars - how Hollywood is fighting back 

Crossover culture - we’re ail Asian now 
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)ENT Sun daze in Kerala 
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t's a neat reciprocation: tourism is thriving in Kerala, meanwhile the visitor themselves are tourist sights, as Sue Wheat found out 
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The you ng Indian on the train looked 
at me aghast Then be smiled, as if he'd 
realised I was joking. I had just ex- 
plained [hat white tourists sunbathe 
because being brown is considered 
more attractive. He, an English Liter- 
ature degree student who bad been 
waxing lyrical about Dickens, could not 
imagine anything more ludicrous. 
"Ibiirisis sunbathe because their white 
Skin is more sensitive than ours, and 
£seling the sun on their bodies is amaz- 
ing for them,” was his explanation. 

This was my fifth day in Kerala and 
_ I was already accustomed to cultural 
misinterpretations. It had started in 
Koval am. the first stop for most char- 
ter tourists to this green, well-kept 
state. Kovalami5a beach resort 16km 
outside Kerala’s capital, Thiruvan- 
ananthapuram (known more simply by 
its old name, Tfcivandrum) and was ap- 
parently palm-fringed and beautiful. 

After eight years of being a char- 
ter flight destination, it now has a 
selection of restaurants and a host of 
souvenir shops lining the main beach. 
Some say it is spoilt, and the shop- 
keepers complam that the tourists have 
moved on to Varkala, a pew and less 
developed beach farther north. But it 
is still a beautiful place, with the 
) bustlings of Indian life. Every morn- 
ing a line of 20 or so fishermen and 
boys sing a Kcnialam shanty to help 
them work in time as they pull in their 
catch. It is still the stuff that picture 
postcards are made of. 

We were here for a much-needed 
break in the middle of winter. Lying 
on the beach, reading and . sleeping 
were our priorities. Apart from bemg 
famous for its C ommunis t politics, high 
literacy rates, good health care and the 
high status of women, Kerala is also 
famed for Ayurvedic massage (using 
healing herbal oQs) and yoga, "Wfewere 
going to have a self-indulgent, chilled- 
out time. But the beach was in fact a 
strangely stressful place, fraught with 
moral dilemmas/ 

The first was whether to sunbathe 

at alL Sunbathing is obviously not part 

of Indian culture, but this wasa beach 
resort where it had become accepted 
for white tourists to do so. “Go _ 


ahead.” said the Indian shopkeeper we 
consulted on the matter. “We under- 
stand that you need to do it for your 
health.” In a strange way, that is, of 
course, true, although it is not the way 
I bad ever interpreted my desire for 
a suntan. •‘Don't worry,” said some 
Indian girls on a day trip to the 
beach. “We don’t do it because we are 
too shy to remove our clothes, but if 
you want to, it’s accepted." 

So we did. Yet we couldn't help but 


cringe as fleshy women in too-small 
bikinis strolled up to the fishermen and 
leant over in earnest interest to look 
at the day’s catch. Even in swimsuit and 
sarong I felt self-conscious. 

fert and parcel of indulging our 
need for vitamin D was being photo- 
graphed by Indians who visit Kovakun 
on Western tourist-watching tours. 
Many come on their way to Kanyakn- 
mari (also known as Cape Comorin), 
a pilgrimage site at the southernmost 


tip of India. Kovaiam is a welcome 
entertainment on the way. Just as we 
might visit a traditional village and take 
photos of locals going about their daily 
business, so the Indians travel to photo- 
graph us - a strange people who lie 
in their underwear in the blazing sun 
going a shade of red. It is, of course, 
perfectly understandable and rea- 
sonable for them to come and stare; 
but for us it was strange. Such is the 
price of a suntan. 


INDIAN SPRING 



Citizens’ Charters: a passage by an- 
tra India is easier and, in real terms, 
cheaper, than ever. Sue Wheat paid 
£259 for a return flight from 
Gatwick to Trivandrum on Monarch 
through Manas (0171-216 8000). 

On schedule: the main airlines flying 
direct from the UK to Delhi and 
Mumbai (formerly Bombay) are Air 
Canada. Air India. British Airways 
and United Airlines. Many other 
airlines will get you to Delhi 
indirectly, stopping anywhere from 
Ashkhabad to Zurich. The lowest 
fares are always available from 
discount travel agents rather than 
direct from airlines. One useful - 
agent for non-stop flights is 


Welcome Travel (0171-439 3627), a 
leading discounter for Air India; 
other Arms offer good deals on a 
range of carriers. Sample fares from 
Bridge the World (0171-911 0911) for 
travel in March are: Trivandrum £391 
on Qatar Airways, Delhi £390 on 
Gulf Air via the Middle East, and 
Mumbai £330 on Alitalia. 

Battling bureaucracy: British 
passport holders need a visa to visit 
India, usually the six-month,. £19 
tourist variety. Contact the High 
Commission of India, India House, 
Aldwych, London WC2B 4NA or 
the Consulate-General erf India, The 
Spencers, 19 Augustus Street, - - 

Jewellery Quarter, Hockley; 


Birmingham B18 6DS. Call 0891 
444544 (a premium-rate number) 
for details. 

Health: the only compulsory 
vaccination is for yellow fever, for 
people arriving.from areas where it 
Is endemic. Bur protection is advised 
against typhoid, poflo, tetanus, 
hepatitis A and malaria. If you plan 
to stay more than three weeks. 
Immunisation against rabies and 
hepatitis B could be advisable. Call 
the Masca advice -fine, 0891 224100 
(premium raze) for details. 

Information: Indian Government 
Tourist Office. 7 Cork Street; 

London WIX 2LN (0171-437 3677). 


f We left Kovaiam for a while and 
s travelled around the state, making our 

: way foKnmarakcanw^iereweinteiKkd 

f t0 relax on a traditional wooden 
- houseboat along the famous back- 
: waters - Kerala’s labyrinth of water- I 
i ways through tropical greenery and 
i past traditional fishing and coir- 
producing villages. We ended up be- 
ing ushered into a speedboat by a 
proud old man, eager to show us that | 
he had moved into the Nineties. 

The speedboat took us to Cochin, 
(now known as Kochi), the commer- 
cial capital of the state, where Kerala’s I 
tea and spices are auctioned Dotted 
along the beach at Fort Cochin are 
Chmese-style fishing nets. A trad- 
itional, photogenic scene if ever there 
was one (conformed by the fact that 
sellers are poised to sell you reels of 
Kodak at the beach-ride), these huge 
great nets hang in the air and are 
dipped into the sea on a cantilever 
mechanism of rocks and ropes. 

Unable to choose from the vast I 
array erf ‘“fresh fish" at the stalls on the 
beach, we asked advice from a know- 
ledgeable British expatriate who was 
working in the fishing industry. We 
were hidey, apparently, to be here now 
and not in a few years’ time. “The big 
foreign companies are fishing the 
place to death - there’ll be nothing left 
in five years," he confided He added 
that his conscience was forcing him to 
leave his job. I 

Back in Kovaiam a week or so later, 

we arrived the day after an unusual 
evenL The restaurateurs, shopkeep- 
ers and tourists had joined forces in 
a protest march on the town halL 

What could be so important that I 
tourists would get involved in a polit- 
ical protest on holiday? “They were j 
helping us protest for the right to sell 
beer,” said our waiter. A restaurant 
owner had been imprisoned that week I 1 
for selling beer to tourists, and our 
waiter was insistent about the need for I | 
diange to the complex licensing laws 

in Kerala, “It is very important for us J 1 

to be able to seD beer in Kovaiam,” j 
he ex pla ined “We know the tourists I I 
need to drink it- they need it for their I 
health.” II 



Tb& Tragical cavt# erf 
&Ic 7 jk\, a?T6 Ajanta, nz&ch 
beejp mter x)nZ $out+ 

Rou 5 hIy 3 oo miles East of Bombay lie some 
extraordinary rock-cut caves. 

Ellora, dating back to 6oo AD, boasts no less 
than 34 ancient caves with a glorious mix of 
Hindu, Buddhist and jain sculptures and 
carvings (most famous is the Kailash Temple). 
Some 6o miles away lies Aianta where the 
most exhilarating frescoes and wall paintings 
are displayed in 30 cave temples.* 

Buddhists first began these artistic creations 
way back in the 2nd Century 8C; but the sice 
never came to light until 1819. 

See them for yourself. 

TheyTl remain in the caverns 
of your mind forever. 

a free brochure cafU^j nrpgg or post" his coupon" 
z India Tbunst office, 7 Cork Street, London W& iLN. 
Name 

Address . 
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GREEN CHANNEL 


This week the tourism industry has been obsessed 
with U E” s. The first “E" was Environmental. 
Wednesday night saw bigwigs in the industry flocking 
to the Banqueting House in London to see the B ritish 
Airways Tourism for Tomorrow Awards for projects 
“which have made a positive contribution towards 
their local environment or heritage 71 . Winners 
included a nature reserve in Hawaii, a hotel in India, 
the St Lucia Marine Barit and the waterfront 
rejuvenation in Birmingham (see story, page 9). 

The second k< E” was EcologkaL On Thursday 
afternoon, environmentalists and tourism industry 
executives debated whether there should be no-go 
areas for tourism. The event, held at the Royal 
Geographical Society and chaired by David Bellamy, 
hig hli g hted interesting issues -such as whether there 
should be areas that no one is allowed to visi£ since 
they are just too eco logically sensitive. Or would th at 
simply deny local people the right to earn a living? 

And anyone who thinks they understand anything 
about E knows that it gives you the energy to rave 
on all night. So on Thursday evening the green 
revellers moved on to Radio 4 to record a debate 
linked with the travel exhibition. Destinations '98, at 
Olympia this weekend. Led by Julian Pettifer, the 
panellists took on another “E” - Ethics. Can we 
travel to Burma with a sound conscience if the 
military are forcing people to build the tourism 
infr astructure without pay? Is the new-found 
environmental awareness just green tourism 
marketing hype, or practical reality? What will 
happen when people from countries such as India 
and China start travelling? Do we have the 
monopoly on travel, just because we did it first? 

The gran daddy of environmentalism, David 
Bellamy, insists that the tourism industry is getting 
greener - slowly. “Think how quickly package 
tourism ruined the Costa del Sol. Tourism is now the 
world's largest industry- it has ousted the 
petroleum industry from first place ... but they are 
beginning to put their bouse in order. The problem is 
that the high-rise hooligans and cheap package boys 
are always three steps ahead, and ready to ruin 
another destination. Our challenge is to keep up.” 

Radio 4's debate on ethical tourism will be broadcast 
on 7 March at 11.30am 

Sue Wheat 


RED CHANNEL 


How to cope with the Trans-Sfcerian Express - 
tips from The Russia Experience (0181-566 8846). 

Is the Trans-Sib like the Orient Express? No, thafs a 
luxury train for tourists - the Trans-Sib isn’t It’s a 
year-round, working service on Russian or Chinese 
railways, and makes no concessions to tourists at all 

Is it dangerous in Russia? Not really- the Mafia 
are not interested in leisure travellers. If you dress 
down and act streetwise, you should be fine. 

Do females get hassled in Russia? Levels of sexual 
aggression towards women are low. Sleeper t rains 
are unisex; the tradition is that men “go For a walk" 
while the women prepare for bed. then the women 
look the other way while the chaps bed down. 



Euro bash: Cecilia Bartoli in ‘Nina’ at the Zurich Opera H® „ 

. __ - U^ful this century ana ^ w0 VCi 

opens in Zurich on March 14. ft promisestobe 
a happy find Paisielloo ranked as Italy’s finest 
late-lSth-centuiy composer and helped pioneer 
the transition of opera buffs from light 
entertainment to serious drama- He was the 


Zurich opera house sets an example that its 
London counterparts would do well to study. 
Despite a small budget it has remained in the 
black and its reputation for rare operas has 
attracted top league names. 


Feisty diva: Cecilia Bartoli 


ttracted top l eag ue namps entertainment to serious araaw- 

The latest is Cecilia Bartoli, the feisty Italian court composer for, among others. Empress 
Ifva who rarehr accents more than one annual Catherine of Russia and Napoleon ana the 

most successful of his S3 operas was It Bartoere 

(B Smgli in 1782. ■ . _ 

It was this that inspired Mozart to write L£ 
Nozze di-Figaro, and the young Rossini was so 
impressed he asked to set to the same libretto. 
-The production of Nina, .directed by Cesare 
Xievi and conducted by Adpm Fischer, is one or 


uj WU1U UiUU uuu OllUMU 

operatic role in Europe. Given that her voice, 
which, according to one critic, sounds as if she 
has swallowed a Stradivarius, is unsuited to 
19th-century verisimo, Bartoli has begun a 
mission to unearth forgotten 18th-century 
works. Her latest discovery’ is Nina by the 
Italian composer Giovanni Paisielloo, which 


only a handful iM 

T7od.ro di Vow f^ould * ^ 

ago is anything to go by, 

and British Airways. A sp*™ d back on 
March costs ^St at fl* P ,us 
a weekday. WwkendprtJ® SEW from 
£25 airport tax. 4577/4578. 

Switzeriand Tfavet Otntrc 0171 W* 


Railway rambles: Matthew Brace heads north to Berwick while Brendan Fox celebrates 125 years 


of Thomas Cook Timetables 


White 

sand 

and 

holy 

places 



In train: Thomas Cook celebrates 125 years of travel, below 


Northumbria is a blissfully 
deserted county, both in its 
hilly interior reaching up to 
the Cheviot Hills and along 
its dean, sandy coast. It is 
empty, despite being well 
served by the railways. The 
East Coast Main line runs 
through here between 
Newcastle and Edinburgh. 
Great North Eastern Railways 


run trains stopping at either 
Alnmouth or Berwick, and 
some that call at both. 

Alnmouth is one of the. 
most pleasing villages in the 
British Isles. Its red-roofed 
houses sit contentedly on a 
spit of land at the mouth of, 
predictably enough, the river 
Ain, where it empties into the 
North Sea. A short terrace oi 
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brightly coloured cottages 
faces south into the protected 
harbour, and in front of it 
small fishing boats lie 
beached at low tide. 

It is a view at which I have 
heard several train passengers 
ooh and aah . and swear that 
that is where they are going 
on their next holiday. 

The ride from Alnwick to 
Berwick, England’s most 
northerly town, takes just 
over 20 minutes. The weather 
can be wild, yet the landscape 
is surprisingly gentle. It is not 
nearly as bleak and harsh as 
visitors might expect Leaving 
Alnmouth station (which is 
just outside the village) the 
train crosses rolling green 
Hills, scattering sheep as it 
passes. There is a lot of 
evidence of ancient ridge and 
furrow farming in the fields - 
agricultural evidence of this 
county’s ancient history. 

Every now and then low 
hills block the view, but they 
soon fall away and passengers 
get a breathtaking glimpse of 
the shore. The waves are 
minty green in the sualight, 
and the sweeps of sand look 
tropical white. As you follow 
the dunes with your eye from 
a speeding train, they run 
low down before sweeping 
up to 30ft or 40ft, and then 


back down to sea level again. 

Not long after Alnmouth 
you will pass the RAF station 
at Boulmer. A rescue 
helicopter is based here, which 
you may see on manoeuvres, 
and near the shore is a 
spooky-looking military instal- 
lation wired off with tali mesh 
fences. If you ever walk past it, 
you can watch the security 
cameras 
turning their 
heads to 

follow you 
down . the 
road. 

Farther 
up the coast, 
but sadly not 
visible from 
the train, is 
the fishing 
village of 

Craster, famous for its factory 
churning out oak-smoked 

kippers which are sent all over 
the world to loyal expatriate 
customers. You may catch a 
glimpse of Dun-stanburgh 
Castle, standing silhouetted 

against the North Sea sky. To 
the north, beyond the castle, 
are the majestic sweeps of 
Embietou and Beadnell Bays, 
along which shepherds herd 
their flocks of sheep. 

Now look out to sea and 
there, less than a mile 



offshore, arc the Fame Islands, 
a bird-spotter’s paradise. The 
islands are internationally 
famous as a bird reserve and in 
summer small fishing boats 
lake two-hour touts out to the 
difls to marvel at the 
aerobatics of the terns and 
cormorants. 

After the Rimes, the castle 
on the holy island of 
Lindisfame 
appears, 
looking at 
first like . a 
rock sticking 
up out of the 
waves. The 
island was 
one of 
earliest 
Christian 
settlements, 
founded 
in the sevcnih 
The name comes 
from the combination of the 
word Lindis (the name of a 
nearby stream) and fohrvn (a 
Celtic word meaning a place 
of retreat). As the train gets 
closer to the shore the rest of 
the island appears, cut off 
from the mainland hy the tide 
about five times a day. 

The train approaches 
Berwick, high up above the 
terracotta rooftops. and 
the Royal Border 


the 


St Cuthbert 
century. 


hy 


crosses 


Bridge over the Tweed before 
drawing in to the station. This 
was built ou the original site 
of the Great Hall of Berwick 
Castle where, in 1292. 
Edward 1 declared in favour 
of Balliol as King of Scotland. 

Border disputes have 
plagued Berwick over the 
years and the town has 
changed hands between Eng- 
land and Scotland 13 times 
during its history. A modem 
dispute is going on right now. 
not about territory but about a 
public shelter. The borough 
council announced a contro- 
versial plan to demolish the 
shelter, made famous by the 
artist LS Lowry who painted it 
in 1939, showing it surrounded 
by his trademark matchstick 
people and cats and dogs. For 
the moment it still stands. 

While in Berwick, don't 
forget to pick up a can of 
Berwick cockles, which are 
red-and-white-striped sweets. 
But beware - they can 
become addictive. 

On the footplate 
How much; Adult day return, 
£14210 (children aged five to 15. 
£7.10) 

Who to call; for more infor- 
mation call (.1345 484950 or 
0345 225225: Customers with 
special needs 0345 225444 ^ 


For a train experience you 
won’t forget, try Albania 


Not many British publications can claim 
a history of 125 years, least of all a 
monthly timetable. The March 1998 
edition of the Thomas Cook European 
Timetable, published this week, is 
celebrating the achievement with a 
special anniversary edition. This 
collector’s issue breaks new ground, wilh 
a colour section narrating the history of 
the timetable. It also lakes a glimpse at 
future rail developments. 

The Odessa-Chemivtsi or Morges- 
Bicre timetables may not be everyone's 
preferred bedtime reading, but delving 
into the minutiae of European rail 
schedules reveals the fascinating 
diversity of services on offer: 

Fastest trains The standard 
continues to be set by the 300km/h Trains 
a Grande Vncsse (TGV) in France, but 
Europe's network of high-speed lines is 
expanding into Germany and Belgium. 
The latest to open, Lille-Brussds, 
illustrates what can be achieved tty 
imagination and investment: five years 
ago Paris-Brusscls took two-and-a-haJf 
hours in one of a handful of trains; today. 
Thalys trains ply almost hourly between 
these cities, taking just 85 minutes. 

Slowest trains There are still plenty 
of charming branch lines, particularly in 


eastern Europe, where many a happy 
hour can be spent getting nowhere in 
particular at little more than running 

pace (what about Balatonfcnyvcs-Csiszta 
in Hungary: 15 km in 50 minutes?), hut 
sadly most of these arc outside the scope 
of the Cook’s timetable. 

At least one international journey can 
be just as tedious, however - witness the 
10-hour trip (when running to time un _ 
likely!) between Sofia and Thessaloniki 
Poorly maintained track and long border 
slops conspire to give an average speed 
of 22mph for the 354 - km journey. 

Most comfortable trains The five- 
strong European timetable editorial 
team vote Germany’s sleek while ICE 
Europe’s best-appointed train. The 
latest French TGV designs come a close 
second, and Eurostar, at nearly a quarter 
of a mile long, certainly makes a lasting 
impression. These are only a few of the 
high-speed designs now to be found. 

Worst trains London commuters 
may have their own ideas on this one, 
but for a unique experience uy me 
isolated Albanian system. It is now much 
improved, but past problems with the 
theft of seals, and even bits of Lrack, 
have given this system more than iLs fair 
snare of problems. 


Longest run The celebrated seven- 
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CHECK 

OUT 


me week 

London Heathrow to Los . i 

And the best of the rest 

Chalet operator Meriski is offering a special deal 
° M n “ ek h ° hda ^ iD *he French a-S 

£549 to £67Soe| nS ,5 u March ' W «* « f«om 
T 4 . 10 £6 ' 3 . P^ r Pers*.m. based on two people 

sharmg a twin or double room with «J5? 
bathroom, and include British Midland flights from 
Heathrow to Geneva. Call 01451 84478* for more 
uiiorraatiOD. 

Ce !f^ E f SlCI " ilh 3 difference by dropping i„ 
00 the birthplace of Pontius Pilate - in Perthshire. 

Sr?i^? y 'h^ aiUr M hlSl0r> ' cnihusias 's can explore 
Scotland s hills and loch» from 10-13 April for £299 

deluding accommodation, meals and guide and visit 
FortmgalJ - arguably the place of the Roman 
governors birth. Call Naturetrek on 01962 733051. 

Wildlife Worldwide has spaces on a two-week 
mght-and-day Kalahari Safari, departing 7 and 21 
March. The cost is £2.995 for flights, tented camp 

018 i r 6 b 7 3 9 f 5 S in mC3,S and For details, call 


Weekend breaks in The Gambia are now feasible, 
thanks to an extra charter flight from Gatwick. The 
Gambia Experience (01 71.13 730888) ie offering four 
nights at the Kairaba Beach hotel for £359. 
departing 6 or 27 March. 



Walk in the Himalayas with Sherpa Expeditions. 
The tour departs on 11 March and costs £695 
(excluding flights). Call 0181 577 2717 

Spring? Romance? Take off to Venice with Lakes 
and Mountains Holidays, departing 10 April from 
GatwicL Prices start at £367 per person for two 
nights in a three-star hotel in the centre of the city. 
Call 01329 844 4445. 

Four-day trip to D-Day Normandy Beaches 
departing 12 March, from £1 19 per person, 
including excursion to Bayeux. Travel bv coach. Call 
Leger. 01709 839839. 

Short ’break to Florence’s four-star Hotel Rivoli. 
departing 6 March. £336 per person for three 
luxurious nights, plus return flights. Call Citulia. 
0181-6865533. 

April cruises around the Greek islands from £489 
per person for seven nights, with Seafarer Cruising 
and Sailing Holidays. Call 0171 234 0500 


WIN 


A sporty pair of top-of-the-range 
Bloc sunglasses - we have 10 pairs to 
give away. Ideal for the slopes, high 
seas or cruising around on your 
mountain bike. The bronze Stoat (C98) 
will block out 100 per cent of the sun’s 
ultraviolet rays. Bloc’s bronze Stoats 
retail at £34.99 per pair, and are 
available from specialist outdoor 
shops. To enter our prize draw, send 
a postcard with your name and 
address to: Bloc Offer. Inline UK 
Limited. Unit 32, Bookham 
Industrial ftirfc. Churcb Road. 
Bookham Surrey KT23 3EU. 



It Explore the globe from your armchair with 
wiy reprinted Illustrated, published under the 
af the Royal Geographical Soc l e| y-]? e 
ty tome (Scriptum Editions, pnee £45) takes 
i a historical adventure via the photographers 
r’s a beautiful book, capturing 
« finding Amundsen’s empty tent at the bouth 
ind Tenzfog Norgay photographing Hillary on 
ak of Everest. 



Stay in a film... 



If you're going to San 
Francisco you may as 
well experience a little 
fantasy. Don’t choose a 
big, anonymous hotel, 
advises Richard Gilbert 
- go to Hollywood 

TVvo hours after arriving in San Fran- 
cisco ! was in the bar of the Hotel Rex, 
blcarily watching my dollar bills being 
torn up and then reassembled by a ma- 
gician. 

This was an appropriately quirky in- 
troduction to the Rex and to Joie de 
Vivre, the unusual hotel group that 
owns iL “Most hotels arc in the busi- 
ness of just selling sleep - I’m in the 
business of selling dreams": those are 
unlikely words from a hotel tycoon. But 
Chip Conley, the 37-year-old president 
of Joie dc Vivre. is not in the mould 
of the corporate suits who run the 
Hiltons and Marriotts across the US. 
His group has 13 small hotels in San 
Francisco, most of them themed and 
all unorthodox. Their total capacity of 
800 rooms could easily fit into a sin- 
gle one of the city’s big holds such as 
the Hyatt Regency, and they are 
much cheaper. 

I chose the Rex on Sutler Street be- 
cause it is the only hotel I know 
which is built around an antiquarian 
bookshop. It is the nearest the West 
Coast gets to the Algonquin, with au- 
thors' readings, book signings, literary 
discussions and a decor that evokes 
Twenties salons, with the work of 


pre-war San Francisco artists on the 
walls. Even the lifts play a part - they 
arc papered with pages from the San 
Francisco Social Register of the period. 

Conley opened his first hotel when 
he was only 26. While working in real 
estate, he met the rock promoter Bill 
Graham and heard rock groups and co- 
medians regularly complain that San 
Francisco hotels were too stuffy and 
expensive. He raised Sim. look over 
a run-down flophouse on the edge of 
the seedy Tenderloin district, and 
opened the Phoenix. It quickly became 
a hit. and rock and film celebrities 
poured in - Bowie, Baez, Dunaway, 
RonsladL kd lang. Despite some “Tour 
ManagerSuites" among the 40 rooms, 
prices are reasonable. 

Since then. ConJey has opened a 
dozen more boutique hotels in a city 
usually associated with grand hoick 
such as Mark Hopkins and Sir Fran- 
cis Drake. Strangely, the wide range 
of flourishing magazines on American 
newsstands was the original model for 
Conley's niche hotels. He was con- 
vinced that consumer magazines had 
a strong and distinctive customer base 
that was missing in the hotel business. 
Before developing a new hotel, he 
imagines a magazine that helps to de- 
fine its style and decor, so the Phoenix 
is Rolling Stone, surd the Maxwell, with 
its retro decor and velvet curtains, is 
the Saturday Emting Post. 

I checked into the Bijou, a fiim- 
Lhemed hotel on Mason Street, which 
I assumed would be identified with Va- 
riety, or the movie magazine Enter- 
tainment Weekly. All 65 rooms are 
named after a film shot in or featur- 
ing San Francisco. 1 stayed in Guess 
Who 5 Coming To Dinner ?, where the 
walls are decorated with black-and- 


white stills of Katharine Hepburn and 
Spencer Tracy. Down the corridor 
were Bullitt , Jagged Edge, Invasion of 
the Body Snatchers and The Conver- 
sation. The lobby is de si gned like a cin- 
ema box office, complete with popcorn 
and Tbotsie Rods, The Bijou is the only 
hotel I have found that has a free pri- 
vate cinema for guests. Every evening 
it shows two San Francisco-linked 
films in a mini-cinema. You don’t get 
valet parking or 24-bour room service, 
but who needs that when you get The 


Maltese Falcon and Escape from Alca- 
traz free? 

Most of the Joie de Vivre hotels are 
central The Commodore on Sutter 
Street is targeted at visitors who want 
to discover the hidden treasures of San 
Francisco. Too many tourists arrive in 
the city, lake a cable car to Fisherman's 
Wharf and then wonder why San 
Francisco has such a high reputation. 
Every room in the Commodore has a 
framed description of an unfamiliar 
attraction in the dty. with directions 


how to find it. Nob HOI Lambourne, 
on the edge of the financial district, is 
a favourite hotel among the wired gen- 
eration and competitive young execu- 
tives (Byte? Business Weekly? Fitness 
Magazine?). All 20 rooms have a lap- 
top computer, a fax, a VCR and an ex- 
ercise machine. It is so health-conscious 
that the mini-bar is stuffed with rice 
cakes, vegetarian chilli and organic 
wine. There's no chance of mint choco- 
lates on your pillow at “turndown" time. 
Instead, you gpt beta-carotene vitamin 
pills wrapped inside a motto like an up- 
market fortune-cookie: “Dreaming 
permits us to be quietly and safely in- 
sane". 

Chip Conley takes his maverick 
philosophy on niche hotels seriously, 
but at least he laughs at his own jar- 
gon, which he blames on a Stanford 
Business School background. He ar- 
gues that the big hotel chains are still 
driven by superficial demographics, 
while Joie de Vwre relies on “ psych - 
olograpbics”. He is in no huny to open 
up hotels in other cities. 

“Someone offered me a site in 
Houston the other day. Why would I 
want to go to Houston twice a month? 
1 am only interested in cities that 1 like." 

Yet in the summer Joie de Vivre is 
moving into a new area ty opening Cal- 
ifornia’s first “boutique camp site" on 
the coast, an hour away from San Fran- 
cisco. ConJey claims that “It wfll have 
everything visitors like about camping 
without any of the stuff that keeps you 
from doing iL” Sounds as if he has been 
reading Field and Stream. 

For more information about Joie de Inn 
hotels in San Francisco, call 001 4J5835 
0300 or in the US, 800 738 7477. Web- 
site: www.joiedevim-sf com 


Business-class banquet or bargain basement 


Air feres to California are 
so low, says Simon Calder, 
that it could be time to 
trade up 

You work 22 hours and what do you get? 
A flight to California and back. Read 
this sentence carefully: if you are lucky 
enough to earn the average British wage 
of £368 a week, then you can earn the 
money for a round trip to California and 
back in less than the time you will spend 
in flight. 

Air New Zealand is so concerned to 
fill the seats on its new flight from 
Heathrow to Los Angeles that it has cut 
the economy fare to below £200, at least 
through some discount travel agents. See 
Deal of the Week, above left. 

Some sophisticated travellers are 
taking advantage of the absurd prices to 
trade up. Discounted economy tickets 
are dragging down premium fares: if 
you’re going to San Francisco, then 
“upper class” on Virgin Atlantic can be 
bought through agents for £3,047 return 
instead of the £4.584 regular fare - as 
long as you ask for a flight on 
Continental Airlines. 

It works like this. Earlier this month. 
Virgin Atlantic teamed up with 
Continental for a “codeshare" 



arrangement - increasingly common in 
the murky world of aviation. Each airline 
has an allocation of seats on the other's 
transatlantic routes. So Virgin's daily 
departure from Heathrow to San 
Francisco has two flight numbers: VS19 
for Virgin, C08419 for Continental You 
sit in the same seat, sipping the same 
champagne as other “upper class" 
passengers, but because your ticket is 
issued by Continental not Virgin you save 
more than £1,500 on the deal 

Although US and UK airlines are 
doing what they can to protect business- 
class and first-class revenue on their 
most profitable routes, carriers from 
other parts of the world arc taking 
advantage of “fifth-freedom" rights to 
offer excellent premium-class fares 
across the Atlantic. 

“Fifth-freedom" means an airline is 
allowed to fly between two points, 
neither of which is in its countiy of origin 
- Air India between Manchester and 
Rome, for instance. Because most 
passengers use a carrier based in either 
chcir own or their destination countiy, 
smaller players have to reduce fores. 

Air New Zealand, the airline 
responsible for cutting to the bone 
economy fares from west London to the 
Pacific Coast, has an excellent business- 
doss product Thking the comfortable 
way to California will cost you more than 
10 times as much as the lowest economy 
fare, but at £2,081 return (through 

q m® • 


discount agents) you could take a 
partner in business chss and pack a 
couple of pals into economy for less than 
BA’s Club World fare. 

If you’re prepared to change planes 
en route, the fare fails still further. 

TWA flies daily from Gatwick to its 
home base in St Louis, with onward 
connections to San Francisco and Los 
Angeles, for £1,845 return through 
Trailfinders. Airline Network has a deal 
from London, Birmingham or 
Manchester to San Francisco via Paris 
for £2,1 15 return. 

Continental (the real thing, not 
Virgin Atlantic in disguise) is rapidly 
becoming a key player in the regions. It 
flies from Birmingham and Manchester, 
via its hub at Newark, to either San 
Francisco or Los Angeles for £2,946 
(through Quest Worldwide); from July it 
will also fly from Glasgow. 

Quest Worldwide also has one of the 
lowesl-ever business-class transatlantic 
fores to the other coast: Heathrow to 
New York on Kuwait Airways for £650 
return. The catch, for those who regard 
good-quality alcohol as a perk of 
business-class travel is that Kuwait 
Airways is a dry airline. 

Many discount tnnel agents offer cheap 
business-class fares. Those mentioned hen 
are Airline Network (0500 747757); Quest 
Worldwide (0J81-546 6000); Trailfinders 
(0171-9375400). 
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For the disce 
£ xpericnce India, a country 
'of incomparable beauty and 
fascinating cultural 
diversity, with the 
leading specialist tour 
operator. Greaves Tours 
offers you the entire sub- 
continent with tailor-made 


ruing traveller 

tours catering for cvcty taste 
and requirement. For the 
ultimate experience of 
India and beyond talk 
to one of our 
knowledgeable navel 
consultants or request a copy 
of onr latest brochure today. 



0171 487 9111 

Greaves Travel 
£g) 33/34 MaiykboiK High Street, London WlM 3PF. 
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Looking for a New England 


Check into a small town in 
Vermont where you can 
enjoy real life as well, as the 
winter wonderland of ski 
slopes, writes Cathy Packe 


I stayed In a nice B&B in Manchester the 
other week. It was quite near the centre of 
town, handy for the shops. Titanic was on 
at the cinema down the road. And it hard- 
ly took any time at all to gel to the ski slopes. 

Well, no, it wasn’t Manchester, England. 
It was Manchester New England. Not the 
industrial one in New Hampshire, whose 
frozen wastes feature on our TV screens 
once eveiy four years, when the presiden- 
tial primaries are in town. This was Man- 
chester, Vermont, a pleasant town with a 
population of fewer than 5,000 people, 
whose streets are lined with elegantly pro- 
portioned 19th-century houses, many of 
them set in their own parkland. 

The most historic part of town was orig- 
inally a mill town called Factory Point The 
blue-collar workers lived here, while Man- 
chester VDlage, at the other end of the 
street, was the more attractive part of town. 
Towards the end of the last century the in- 
dustries declined, and another source of in- 
come was needed. Tourism was developing 
up the road in the Village, and in order to 
cash in on the benefits, Factory Point 
changed its name to Manchester Center. 
Many of the buildings along Main Street 
still have a commercial use, but instead of 
housing the electrical store or the barber s 
shop, they are more likely Lo have a sign 
up advertising Ben and Jerry’s ice-cream. 

A good reason for basing a ski holiday 
in Manchester is that there are no moun- 
tains. Skiing is one of the activities you can 
choose to indulge in while you are there, 
because there are several resorts nearby. 
This is not a winter wonderland, like many 
of the chi-chi resorts of the Rockies, whose 
sole reason for existing is the tourist in- 
dustry, and whose holiday-makers are 
there to be seen. In Manchester, anyone 
who doesn't ski, or who wants a ski-free day, 
can relax without feeling out of place. 

This makes it feel quite different from 
established Vermont resorts like Stowe in 
the north of the state; indeed, a two-cen- 
tre trip including both areas would be quite 
passible in travel-friendly New England, and 
also enable you to call in at the adjacent 



. Veering towards Vermont: Stowe is easy to combine with the Manchester 1 


Trapp family home. You need a car in or- 
der to take full advantage of the slopes in 
Vermont, but the roads are kept clear of 
snow, there are no major highways to ne- 
gotiate, and parking in the resorts is free. 

The nearest ski areas to Manchester are 
Bromley, Verm oar’s Sun Mountain ( so- 
called because when other resorts are grey 
and freezing its slopes are still likely to be 
be bathed in sunlight), and Stratton - larg- 
er and often colder, but more challenging, 
with a greater variety of blade diamond and 
double diamond runs. Both of these are 
about 15 miles from Manchester Beyond 
Bromley is Magic Mountain, and farthest 
away, but still only a 45-minute drive, is Oke- 
mo, just outside the town of Ludlow. 

“Hie beauty of all these resorts is that no 
matter how limited your ability to ski, there 
are trails that take you from the top of the 
mountain right down to the base. In many 
resorts beginners are forced to stay at the 


lower altitudes, without ever seeing the view 
from the top, or enjoying the exhilarating 
feeling of a long run. And an advantage of 
day-trip skiing is that if you want a day off, 
or you want to ski somewhere else, perhaps 
because the weather is better in another re- 
sort, you are not committed to 


SKI TIP 

When using the new types of shaped, 
or carving, skis, start by feeling your 
outside big toe as you tilt the ski on 
to its edge. As your speed increases, 
feel your inside ankle bone, then 
move your thigh inwards for more 
power. 

Chris ExaO 


making for 

MANC HESTER 

Money upfront Cady Packe «»• 

including tax, to fly 

Newark on Virgin Atlantic (01293 747747). 

Package deal: a three-day package, 
including accommodation wdjjkPj®** 

The Inn at Manchester (001 802 362 1793). 
cost her £190. 

Net work: Details of all the resorts 
mentioned can be found on the lnten ^ et " 
the addresses are www.[resort namej.com 
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a week-long package in the same place. 

Stratton and Okemo (but not, sadly, 
Bromley) have a reciprocal agreement, so 
that the same pass can be used in both re- 
sorts. It is usually possible to get a pass that 
is valid for several days, making the daily 
cost cheaper, and it works out cheaper still 
if you book a deal through the Vermont 
tourist office for accommodation and ski 
pass combined. 

These Green Mountain resorts are 
within weekend distance for the townies of 
New York and Boston, so the slopes tend 
Go get packed on Saturdays and Sundays. 
But during the week it can be extremely qui- 
et, which means it is possible to combine 
five peaceful days skiing with a weekend 
in the dty at either end of your holiday. 

Yet Manchester is not the place to stay 
if what you want in a ski holiday is some 
kind of ski-in-ski-out accommodation. All 
the reseats have a full range of hotels, motels 


Snow in the USA 

EAST COAST 

Killington Lower slopes 75cm, upper 
slopes 185cm. All pistes open. Heavy. 
Mount Snow Lower 75cm, upper 
110cm. 125 runs open. Good. 

Sunday River Lower 75cm, upper 
155cm. 120/126 runs open. Good. 
COLORADO 

Aspen Lower 140cm, upper 145cm. 
Vail Lower 148cm, upper 160cm. All 
runs open. 


and slope-side condominiums, but one of 
the drawbacks, particularly in a small, pur- 
pose-built resort, is that, at the end of the 
day, it is just a ski resort The apres-ski may 
be lively, but it will be entirely predictable. 

Manchester has bars and restaurants, 
too, but with a more down-home kind of 
feel, and with the added attraction of the 
normal things you find in a town, such as 
shops and cinemas. Much of the accom- 
modation is bed and breakfast — usually in 
mns that are the equivalent of our country 
house hotels. 

It would be a shame to go to a ski re- 
sort and spend the whole time shopping, 
but it would be perverse, too. to go to the 
States and not shop at all. Manchester is 
the Vermont centre for the outlet stores, 
smallish shops devoted to one designer or 
another, with the kind of discounts that 
make you understand why anyone would 
want to shop till they drop. Ralph Lauren, 


Breckenridge Lower Slopes 140OT. 
upper slopes 150cm. AUnrns open. 
18cm new snow. 

CALIFORNIA 

Mammoth Lower 510cm, upper 

630cm. Snow:. 

Heavenly Lower 2S5cm, upper 46.1cm. 
All runs open 

Information supplied by the Ski Chtb of 
Great Britain 0181-410 2000. 


Donna Karan and Calvin Klein stand side 
by side with more moderately priced labeL 
Sdi as J Crew and Jones New York. At the 
moment, in most stores the already low 
prices are reduced even farther because the 

sales are on. J , . . 

Several buildings in and around Man- 
chester have some connection with the 
area’s most famous son, Norman Rockwell, 
a native of nearby Arlington. There is a 
museum there in his honour, and there are 
various places' in Manchester where he ap- 
parently painted some of his most famous 
pictures But this week, the people of south- 
ern Vermont have been concentrating on 
the achievements of other local heroes. 

Thev keenly followed the winter 
Olympics, because three snowboardeis 
from Stratton were in the running for 
medals. Vermont may be a long way from 
Nagano, but Japan's winter Olympics 
could help to put this area on the map. 
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TEL- 0171 293 2222 


TRAVEL: OVERSEAS 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 



ESCAPE TO INDIA NOW . . . 

and have CAPE TRAVEL, the market specialists for KERALA and SOUTH 

INDIA, arrange it for you. 

This is a land of Coconut trees, backwaters, wild-life, tea and spice 
plantations. Ayurvedic medicine and lots more! From beach holidays to 
forest walks, we'll plan a programme to suit your individual needs an d we 
promise you that you won't fee! one of a crowd! 

2 weeks from £605. Call now for our brochure 
THE CAPE TRAVEL CO. LTD 0181 943 4067 (FAX: 943 4086) 
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covered! 

From 4 star luxury to a simple guesthouse on a 
beautf/uf beach, ricebaat cruises to a comprehensive 
tour of this wonderfijl store, Inspinmons have t he 
widest choice at the lowest prices. 


advertise 
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please 
call the 
Travel 
Team 


0171 293 
2219. 


L£269! 


22nd March 

2 weeks Green Park Hotel 
BfcB with swimming pool 


For the definitive Indian brochure from the marieet leaders eafl 

01293 422800 or see your travel agent 
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INSPIRATIONS 


INDIA - KERALA 


Keoalam - South west India's premier headt resort 

14 nights HOTEL PALMSHORE (BB) 

A simple hotel set high on a cliff offering superb views 
of Mm Beach bay. 

OS-29 Mar & 12 Apr 98 £259 
14 nights SEAFACE HOTEL (BB) 

A friendly kotd superbly located rijgfc* oa Baaa Beach. 

OS-29 Mar & 12 Apr 98 £499 


0181 423 3000 


r TIGER TRAVEL 

TOURS FOR WOMEN 


SHALL GROUPS. EXCmNG 
ITMBUHES, VILLAGE 
FESTIVALS AND CRAFTS, 
WITNESS AT nRSr4UNS THE 


WEAVERS, BLOCK PRMTEnS 


0117 923 7477 




Specialist - Individual 
and Tiulor made Tours 
arranged by experts to 
all areas 

Teh 01283 821096 
Fkc 01283 820467 





ARC lOUF-KEYkOI 113 779200 

StJiSr ,• Si- Co-i:.\d;a. CS; i.i 


indus 

Tours & Travel Limited 


9 ndia v 




If you want your visit to India to be an experience you will look back 
1 on for life, then talk to us. 

We will help you design your veiy personal holiday. W 
Group tours also catered for. ---VC-- 

I— WW. — 

Telephone: 0181 426 0069 Fax: 0181 863 0255 

Premier House, 2 Guyton Road. Harrow, Middlesex HA1 2XU 

E-maiLiodusTa bdnicmet^um 


South America 


SUNVIL DISCOVERT! Costa Rica, 
Guatemala. Ecuador + Cuba 
aM-on. Mghly hsUe tndMdutf 
tours 8 nydrtvos. Jungle lodges, 
nature raa or vaa ai8T 847 «748 
AITO ATOL BOB 


Corsica 


The Corafcam Specialist 


Loudy villas with poob, 
seaside cottages, mediaeval 
village houses. Carefully 
selected hotels. May 
friendly personal service. 
01424460046 
www.coisica.co.iik 
07000 Corsica £ 


Cyprus 


VILLAS WTTH POOLS, vfltage 
houses in unspotted areas. Plus 
IMS, ttydrtves, escorted tours. 
SUNVIL 0181 847 4748 WTO 
ATOL0O8 


Corsica 


or sica 


TV Medtenaaem's bea-kept 
term, a* triend qf gioriemi 
beadun aid rpertandar 
mountains, aaandsM bj mast 
UwHm. WUarwtthpoais. seaside 
cottage t, aomtda auberge* and 
sryBth hold*, pbu flexible 
• Wandering’ koBJaps. 

0181 995 9323 

AmV1U7 ATOLlttl un» 


FIY/DRIVE CORSICA. Direct Ogttts 
tram Mancheatof/Qatwtck. ibBor- 
made hoHdnys lo coastal and 
mountain aptk A hotels. For a 
brochure ring (01242) 240 310. 

(WtpJ/www. vfbhOt3,CO.uk) VFB 

Hobdays Ltd. AITO. ATOL 1403. 
12337 


Canaries 



LANZAROTE, 
TENERIFE & 
FUERTEVENTIJRA 



CORSICAN 

nfr 


An frtamt of i y .c t a c.U r ■omnia 
peaks, ftapMtptei forests. 


and baaoUM redodad Vadrec. 

Small » Friendly Audergei 
Mountain him Classic Hoteh 
BeachtMe Apartments 
Pmatr Wbn Fly drive Cycling 
5/7 Humbrt Rwl london W5 KJH 
not in* r^. •"■■■»«« «rar ww 


0171-385 8438 


, 'Don’t forget 
to mention \ 
The Independent 
when replying 
' v.to adverts 


Ear East 


SUNVIL DISCOVER* Thailand, 
Vietnam Ibgfey HmBjto tows aid 
flydrtvin tar IndMduob- 0181 647 
4748 AITO ATOL BOB 

MING KONG a 1 S pp he. 3 nights 
hotel, transfan an Cathay Radfle 
valid untfl 18 March. For an Far 
East Binorias cob us bsL Fur East 
Travel Centra Era 35yrs - 0171 
4148808 -ASTA/ATOL 132. 


ISLANDS IN THE SUN LIMITED 


TENERIFE SOUTH Loa-Ghrls- 
Uanas. 1 bmfroom apartment In 
private comptac, pool plus much 
more, minutes from bench. 
Phom'Fax/Answor 0181 317 
3833. o-mall: 

enflTQramnirwwcnni 

WALK FROM YOUR DOOR In spec- 

acular ocenorv. simple ftnawpe tn 

unspoBt La Como ro, sip 2/4. 

From E135pw. 01788 B22793 ■ 


Germany 


Portugal 


GERMANY - Daily Urm cost IBghts 
and hotel accommodation. AH 
major credit cards. Please cafl 
Osman Travel Centra 0181 *29 
2900. ABTA ATOL 2877 IATA. 


MALTA BOOOyra ol history, 12 mow 
ol sun 3hrs aaroy. TradHtonol 
farmhouses with pool. RU Ants 
ATOL 01202 743907 


Africa 


ItailormadeI 

SAFARIS 

ZIMBABWE, BOTSWANA, 
NAMIBIA. ZAMBIA. KENYA. 

TANZANIA t. 

AFRICA ^ 


Luxurious remote lodges 
Walking, canoeing, ruling and 
vehUfi sataris with the very best 
guides. Superb wildlife. 
Adventure tenth conilon. Call us 
lo create your deal safari 
TsEfjnHMJ 628979 Far 633879 
66 Rtraesro RL Hotnanpun. Mil SEt 

EXCLUSIVE 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY. Namibia. 
Zlnttabm, Botswana. Zambia. 
Malawi S me Cope. Totally flexl- 
bta. Safaris S fly-drives to guost 
farms, rwnata bu sh ca mps S 
character accent. Brochure; 0181 
847 4748 Enquiries: oiBi 232 
9777 ATTQ/ATOLB08 

CAPETOWN cwgwul col&ges to 
lei in Constants Tef 01279 
302061 

South African Affair, Cape Town, 
Wintdonds, Garden route. Natal. 
Transvaal. A unique selection of 
classic hotels, game reserves, 
charming houses & gardens, ftfc 
0171381 5222 

Caribbean 

AAAH CUBA! Indopondcm Travd 
Infattatange colaw br ochu re. W: 
0181 881 3612 ATOL 2429 


Azores 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY Tha Azores. 
Wktea, most nadblo tango to this 
stunning arcMpotago. Whole 
watching. 01B1 847 4748 AITO 
ATOL 80S 


Balearic® 


VINTAGE SPAIN: Mollorcwi A 
Mtmotcan farmhouses wdh pods 
in unspoilt areas, now coast. 
01854 261 431. AITO ATOL 2787 


The travel section of 
The Independent has the most 
discriminating, sophisticated 
and knowledgeable readers 
of any newspaper. 

Simon Colder A Harriet O’Brien 


0181 995 9323 

iipTutt Arana an 

SUNVIL DISCOVERY Fkndbta fly- 
dnvos North V> South. Charaaor 
BS Pomades, Manor Mquotm. 
Plus Azores, Madeira. 0181 847 
4748 AITO ATOL 808 

EAST ALGARVE TAVWA- Denghtful 

pod akfa vflfaaNl appL Sips 1 18, 
peaceful garden, soa/mounlata 
vfaws.ftM»0t4S5a»8M 

VINTAGE PORTUGAL; Country 
houses With poofa I" unspoilt 
North, Mfaho and Douro 01954 
261431 WTO ATOL 2787 ABTA 


Travel 


Advertising 


appears 


pages 

5, 7, 8 & 9. 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Fill your holiday cottage, 
villa or apartment vacancies. 



Last year over a quarter of a million Independent and 
Independent On Sunday readers stayed on holiday in a 
rented villa, flat or cottage. 

For only £4.70 per line or £8.22 per line if both Saturday and 
Sunday are booked fine VAT), you can advertise your holiday home 
vacuities throughout the year : Your advertisement will appear in 
the Time On section of The Independent on Saturday and/or the 
Travel Supplement of the independent On Sunday. 


TO BOOK YOUR ADVERTISEMENT 

Either call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2219 
Monday to Friday 10am - Spm. 
or e-mail us at mhuil@independent.co.uk 
or fax us on 0171 293 3156 
or complete and return the coupon below to: 

_ . , . Th l Tra ^ 1 T ® am , Classified Advertising, 

The Independent, One Canada Square. Canary Wharf. London EH 5DL 
and include your payment by cheque 
or Access/Visa/ Am ex/Diners Card 
N.B. Private advertisers only (two properties or lpk\ 


Insertion dates: 

Classification: ~~~ 

I enclose a cheque for £., — 

made payable to Newspaper PubiishiilTpk 
°^ b l myACCCiS/Via /Ama/Di ^ account fa, £ ; 

Your Details; ” Expiry date 

Naml. 

Address 


TEL NO: Day. ~ V 1 — 

1 — evening — 


Signature.. 




INDE £LyPENT 


AeiS | 


9 



































& 




f • ■_* .. k- * <l '•,■ l i» ^ i C i 

----- . fV . f> -: ^ ^ j S . 

!M.; • " i* v u. • 

1 


* Winning 
moments 

P “::s— r-— 


Travel photography can cause 

as Mrddle East peace negotiations - 
judges of the 

.- The Independent/Wanderiust 

magazine/N ikon Travel Photograph 
of the Year Competition are 
picking the winners. We attracted 
more entries from amateur 
photographers than ever before, 
many of them of outstanding. 

The competition embraced four 
categories: the Natural World. 
Action. Face-io-Face and Black & 
White. Whittling down the 
thousands of images to 10 finalists 
m each category was a week s work 
for Geoffrey Roy. Wanderlust s 
professional photographer. We 
then convened in Windsor for the 
day to judge the eventual winners 
In the Natural World category. 

\ we felt that Tony Ords feeling for 
snow, l(ght and composition caught 
this family of emperor penguins 
perfectly - and shows the 
photographic rewards you can 
expect if you travel to the Larsen 
Ice Shelf of Antarctica in November. 

Shirley Bell’s Action shot of 
buffalo-rating on the island of 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


Sumbawa in Indonesia (shown on 
the cover of this week’s Time Off) 
tells more <n an instant than moving 
P-ctures ever could. The winner of 
e Bl aclt & White category. Giles 
Angel, made the most of a moment 
<n the souk .n Marrakesh: "For a 
dnef moment a gap appeared, and a 
boy came cycling towards me.” 

The visages beaming from Michael 
r?* '"“S® of Trans-Aral train 
Uzbekistan won him both the 

category and the overall 
pnze. My fellow travellers had iust 
done a bit of DIY air-conditioning by 
removing the window. As they 
leaned out. I dieted." 

At the awards ceremony at 
Destinations ’9B in Olympia, 

London, yesterday, the three 
category winners each received a 
Nikon F50 with 35 -80mm lens, plus 
a Billmgham Photo Hadley bag. 

Mr Ford was presented by Nikon 
with an F70 SLR with 24- 120mm AF- 
D fens, worth at least £1 .000. while 
Bellingham gave him a 335 camera 
bag and Ventile photo vest (total 
value £300 plus). Plus one prize 
money can’t buy. a photographic 
commission from The Independent 




fSscOVERTHE 

l\ &£EEQE 

ft 6M£> 

} . In one at our tradiBonal villas m . 

, ; charming viHages cm Crcte./TV 
■V HaM. Rhockss. Lesvos. (I* 
(P Laftada. Corfu bm Zakynihos ” 
nC p Or enjoy cosmopoftan Pama I 
itf ' or lively Lino os On Cyprus 
tl you can relax m our villas in .1 
fj " ttw mountains or on the coast ‘j 
|t 5 • or treat yourself with a slay m -r 
taf? .. a fu*uiy hotel. ,( 

-ijJ ■}': Telephone rwv» lor a brochure: ' 

12S4 




5 /PHOTO COMPETITION 


THF INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 28 FEBRUARY 1998 
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TRAVE L: B RO CHIf R Is "’98 


In Che picture: winning 
photographs from the 
IndependentfWhnderfustNik 
on competition - top left, 
Michael Ford's overall 
winning shot of Trans-Aral 
Express, Uzbekistan; above, 
winner of the Black and 
White category, Marrakesh 
souk by Giles Angel; left. 
Natural World winner, 
Larsen Ice Shelf, Antarctica 
by Tony Ord; far left, runner 
up of the Face to Face 
category, portrait of Bur 
Safaga by Chris Christoforou 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


' ' „>* '/iy 2.% S ,V~ 

St ./•£ .... 



r Esc ou'si 


• Tk Coi&ctloH 

The very best of Cadogan’s 
/.• holidays 

We puaramw no to be beaten on 
p*» 

Scheduled egta retatifttyfrom 
Heatt'"w» «xl Gawnck wim tow coa 
icflipnai conwatom. 

■ Benefit trout free earn ngtvs. 
celebration packages, savings lor 
i wgle fiesta. ew»leni cfrfc discounts 
and our tatujims Irmmailonal 
Dteoum card. 

. Hofetays are QtfOMnade from 2-56 
rtgttts Accommodation ski 3,4 and i 


The real MALLORCA - j 

K'Ocvful and unspiiilL f 

.V superb bcm-L in j 

the 1x31 Incjiions. ( 

i Fliphis Tiijm all ' 

L UK airports. | 

I Magnificent MADEIRA - i 
I A paradise of Howits 
ft andifivs. 

■ The riocj* inns, qum uu. 

■ and bonds. 

■ Carefree CAROLINA - 

■ A holidhry par jdtse 

■ on a I2imkfvarti 

. ^ OtHiwe holds nnJ villas.^. 

C VL'fJJ i-a.;; WB riil holidays ( 



__ Sunsail Beach 
Club Holidays 

11 locations in Greece 
and Turkey. Free dinghy 
sailing, yachting, 
windsurfing and tennis. 

Great food and © 
accommodation, brilliant 
kids' dubs, waterskiing 
plus lots more. 

Call 01705 222222 

Ugg gg J. f B 



Discover the real 
Greece and Turkey 

From £252 pp 1 wk 
Discover the real Greece 
and Turkey with 
Sapphire. Choose from 
small, owner-run hotels 
and apartments in 
unspoilt locations. 

Freephone 
0800 852 6520 © 

BB 


Summertime in Austria 



Vienna and Silzbuig aty breaks 
Two cenirc-bolidays with 
Prague and Budapest 

Qurming cuimuy ions and 
holds 

FIy-<lrive/tajJor-m*ilr i line ran cs 
Language course holidays 

Austria Travel 0 

<5 Queen Anne's Gate, 
London SWLH 9AU 

’el: 0171 222 2430 

ATOL065 AITO 


• .'-jfc’i'E’Iai'ft •. ‘ "V® Acuwimodaion is ki 3,4 and 

: ■ • ^star hctaB. Featuring GftraSar. /? 

• ■ . -•■}■■■* *-■ ' • £ i •. .jSouhemSpain. Madera and Pwtdkli 

Brochure NatSne: 0990 171819 Sam ifw /Ugarw. Oporto. Morocco. 
HesarvaBona: 01703828313 Tnwa. Cyprus and Matta nchidiig 
Commoana Coro 


S A magical Kingdom ol MwSevai 
Arab cMas and madarn resorts 

Wo guarantee not to be beaten cm 
prica 

Scbeduted Bight rrtaMay from 
Heathrow ana GaMcHmtti bwcosi 
mgronat conrwdions. 
aanefi horn tree e*a ragfits. 
tetebranon package, sawns tar 
anpt guests. exceHeni chad dScoums 
■Mcwtoitaus lUBmawrri 

taUdoys are talcr-mada from 2-56 
iigfite taommod36ans»irto5«ar 

eatunnq Uari*Bch. Taroudam. Qj) 
Brochure HoHbta: 0090 1riai9 Agadir. Casablanca. Tangier. R35 and 
RassfvaBoos; 01703 828304 go» ln Morocco ■ me sport oMvnga 




I v ' - a' .- Bffonada, 

• - f '•WpWibaMtiMiwdBcryrtd 

; T ", 'j ' r . '* j Uuarertso m id bu beenat on pdcu 

• ' 5«)«>>Aid don n*acMv from 

- A" • • ' ' v; wwwCawaiiBiBv.cw 

. '.ita* 1 ' m. s . - r »0«~ ) “wwotana. 

• j'Tj ; Baneft bom froa antra n^as. 

1 ' j •’ • “totoinloiijBcliagas.savbiffstar 

.. TIB -j • .•« • rAf- .• • :• Wwtous busmaoanai Dtcourx 

' '_i - vf • - f ■ •- . Hahna ya am tater-mado from 3-56 
M • •• ■<■ .. nigha Accommodation is In hoa»y 

■ .'A-14 - e : r. - * h °«s. Bemuifc a or*y aHnauoM 

5:. • . -•--»• 7 '* .< • resort, smater hotels or mqua cotegs 

— * — ■’ -* .... .^! cotortev 

Brochuro Hatflne: 0990 171919 ^«w*ng gaV. tennis. Knmpon. 0 I 
Own** 01703 828308 W'tturtitos 

arouno tno telond 


■ t Ffjffirohtiz. SoulAeui 

F cS pain and lafatca 

pWm nd mkraang - no Iwh ol toe Usd 

We grantee nor to bo bawnaifrra. 

^he**d ftgtn iBSHAyhsit GaMA 
■bh tour com regional comaanro 
jBensS hoot h» eaa nlgns, cotebnstan 
packag es. BMngs tor sta^eguasa. 
w*fcni cnia dtoauiB and our tabutous 
Hanufronal Ctacouni CanL 
HoMays are totof’flHdB fern 256 f»gto 

to»iw«toSqii n n 3. 4 »n 5«ar 

[aalunng Gtorekac Algereas. Marbek. 

atapniB. Pafrno. Fuguera. pioyQ do j 
Brochure Hatana 0990 171819 f ™ nWK Cauda San Uceme. uaf I 
RaservaltonK 01703 82830B “^maandmoiR /p\ I 


[TRANS INDUS LIMIIT^ 

For qualify holidays to India includ ing 

* Independent tours 

* T^T-niade holidays 

...4 * Guest lecturer tours fed by 
Lady ’07jJtr-G r e>- \L\ tOxon) 

: Call 0181 566 2729 

or Fax 840 5327 © 

®l Tra ff £ k,us ’ Northunberlaiwf House, |Tm| 
iaral ' * The Pavement, Popes Lane, |L! 
y 705 Ealiag, London W5 4NC 



Exodus are the UK’s leaders 
In small group adventure 
travel witti nearly 25 years 
experience and the widest 
choice of trips. We offer short 
1-4 week escorted cultural , 
trips, safaris, easy waits and | 
biking tours to off the beaten • 
track destinations in over 70 ; 

countries worldwide. /£•»] 

IfcS "sSflrrinxttaEfce 

~ kk S 



FirruRoscopE 
POITIERS - FRANCE 

Award-winning, unique 
European Theme Park of the 
Moving Image. (A10/Exrt 28). 
Easy access from Tours, Loire 
Valley, Atlantic Coast, 
Vendee, Bordeaux, the 
Dordogne and Paris (TGV 
T.Shrs) Special offer voucher 

Call 0990 673049 

Spectacular fun for the 
whole family. (TO) 



Simply the best far tailored 
p " f holidays to: 

... BoLswann 

- Zambia and Malawi 

raH I n V Moambiqne 
. - ML m ' . Namibia and Zimbabwe 

^j^jgHw Pil Wter Sooth A/riea 

: ■ • -=•-. - ~' j Tanzania and Madagascar 

Tel: 0181 343 3283 Fax: 0181 343 3287 
1 1 See oor website btlpdrwwn'.okai'anitiiLCoin * ™ 
kS Gadd House, Arcadia A venae , 

London N3 2TJ 








‘ttladeiut 

? ' -and Porto Santo, Islands of 
eternal Spring 

• y ' We guarantee net to be beaten on 

. . Scrteduiad Rigrt ralablllty from 

■' - ~ Heattirow and Gatwick wnn low cost 
. . regional connections 

Benefit from free extra nights, 
cetabranoii pactages, samngs lor 
; I sfrigl? guests, axcedent child 

Si-- ■’ Jk MU'. - discounts and our tabutois ^ 
frj 1 : ' f Intemaiional Discount Card. vjjy 

Hotfdavs are tafcr-made from 3-56 
TX&~‘- regtilE. Accommodation ranges from 
jg~V ’‘‘r g ^ ??r v tlBkaa hotel to quaint Quinta' 

S^-. ctxinfryBide- Feaiwnng 

fm .-; iMmy i ll l I M FunchaL Canlco. Madfrco. Sairt o de 
Brochure HoBbi*. 0990 171819 Sena Sar^ and the neighbounrig 
Ressmtkma: 01703 828303 de o< ftmo Samo. 


worldwide 

Wildtrfe Safaris, Cultural Tounng. 
Saitmg Adventures. Jungle 
Explorations. Trekking Expeditions. 

Wilderness Experiences in 90 
countries worldwide. S days to 6 
weeks. Prices from £345. tn 
Europe. MUdle East, Africa. Asia. 
Americas. Australasia. 

For brochure contact 
Explore Worldwide (IN) 
Aldershot CU111LQ 
P 12B3 344161 FuBv bonded AITO/ATOL 2595 0 


AIRTOURS LAKES AND MOUNTAINS 

Rest rdaxaikte and 
u uniting scenery 

t ni-i-i snd Mountains Summer *98 
feature^ Italy, Austria. Ncowsy. 
Slovenia. Amfami. Cyprus. Majorca 
and the USA. 




CALL FOR A 
brochure ON 

01235 824428 

queue ref: LAM 001 

© 

ABTA V6896 ATOL 1179 



ThmUUl 

Hrench styto an Bn African RMaro 

Wa guaranm m to be bsaen on 
J pnee 

Jsafflaah:. 

ragonal eormechons 
Benefl from frw ania nous. 

ceWrabm mdages. savngs fry 

gusts. excMeni cHlddlscoiiiis 
ara <xr bbUous Mamabonal 
DkoountCM 

Hojtttys as taRoMTode from 26fl 
nigrca Accommodation is n 3.4 and 
5siar hotels. 

i .,^3 SMae^’crt^tbrSiu^taVlaunr 

Brochure HotSne: D9S0 171819 ^wawsports. aeawt safaris and 
Reservations: 01703 828302 fl°" on agW tatamatona standard 
courses. 




| French Life 

! Featuring the whole of 
France . . , you 
cboose the kxadon, mode 
of travel, accommodation, 
duration and budget then 
simply leave the rest to us! 
VILLAS. COTTAGES, 
APARTMENTS, 
SHORT BREAKS AND 
HOTELS. CAMPING 
Self-drive • Eurostar 
Fly, ’Drive • Air 
CaUBrodxirelhtc note 
0113 2050 200 
Quoting ret IN 2202 gs\ 
*TOL ABTA W WO (g) 



R*? to 


3 days -travelling around 
Holland by Rail for |ust £33.50 
Matty etber spoctal offers aad fare* are hi our now 
l»98 CiUdo. Cal HoSawd Rati 019A2 771040 
rorggreta^miu^ntietoffaxOigflayT^e^ 



TUSCANYUMBRIAj 

H | & C °^SV L REGIONS IN ITALY 

W L’: We hayt some of the finest private villas 

“ ' an< i lartnhousM all uiib suiraming 

pools in Tuscany and Urabna. From the 
coast to the countryside and from 
apartments in Venice, Florence and 
Rome we will cater for your individual 
requirements. 

Superior prices and i 

knrmledfic as we only deal (j 

! n , r ' » i * TO 1 m'th the owners direa. fll 

TUSCANY NOW M I 

Tel: 0171 272 5469 Fax: 0171 272 6I84I 

Ij 


the British Museum Traveller 

Worldwide Tours: 

Featuring An, 

Museum Collections, 

Archaeology, History 

and Ethnography 
in the company 
of British Museum curators 


The British Museum Traveller 

4ti Bloomsbury Street, London WCIB 3QQ 
Tfcb 0171 323 6895/1234 Bern 0171 5SQ 8677 


SPAIN, PORTUGAL 
MADEIRA AND 
CANARY ISLANDS 

Fotadoiw. Coon by Houses and 
i ho *rij“? “'discovered’ Spain, i 

Malkwa and Cmarl»T^ 



utytrous. nydrivo. Coach 
lours and llexlhle uulor-mtuie 
^ options. Plus Ptortuaal and 
, Madeira s Pouvadan and Hotels 

NEW* FASCINATING RURAL 

CAVE HOTELS 
For a free brochure cult 

0171 828 6«a or 
0161 548 8680 © 

MUNDI color 






i Geodyssey are 

I VENEZUELA 

specialists 

*** * range tf crips to 
tfeccuer ibis spectacular enunby - 
Andes. Caribbean beaches, Hanes 
Plans, surreal tabfc mountains. 
Angel nib. and Onnoco 
rabtfceests. luin an arttag snul 
mp. or a* Ceodysov to 
telor-tmfce a holiday to sub you 
shte and iudget 

® 0171 281 7788 
wwistgeodysscyxo.uk/f7js 


Quintessential 

England 

■ Mediaeval market towns 
1 Beautiful villages with cosy 
pubs 

' RnUand Witer fer everything 
from cycling to flyfishing 
Home lo Geoff Hamthons TV 
gardens 


Brock ire Bottine 91573 724329 


j ABTA VBl 77 61828 


'■VnaAixini- 


ION1AN ISLAND and 

[ -Mgj nbmd Greece. 

' i ie F a g “efaoat quality, 
cxciuatye ace ranm odatjoa and 

r. t ?? atli mtel yt hohdaro. 

. rTrwn Iianiy wflag with pool, to 

w ®terount apartments - 
ny /arises, palntiog, 

■juissw 

walking, 

inddstry 
AWARDS IN 1S97. 

' Brochure request taL 

01580 766000 © 

AIT0 ATOL 37 IS 




There are few place, thst cupturThee^xn^of 
ocouartd so perfectly. Friendly towns and villas 
majesttc mountains, rolling hills, lochs, islands ' 
breathtaking coastline and centuries of history. @ 

For your tree holiday and Jwn break niide, 

«Tire to Scottish Heartland*. jA 

l^pr IFO. Freepo-1 . Dunoon PA.'3 T\JZ Sjsoan 
or call 01 369 701 OOP •3w3ia» S. Tartacas 


INDEPENDENT Brochures v 98 

■fo receive up to 8 of ihe brochures featured please mdirme <bw ®JCOUJRE REPLY SERVICE 

Ieatu rea, please mdk^e the number of eadt brodmre ra dip boos below 


POBTCOOe. 


Please refum to: 

n*e (^dependent, Tiwd Brochures *98, 
Unit 18, Mitcham Industrial Estate^ 
Slreaiham Road, Mitcham CR4 2AA 

Or fax your rwpwst on 0181 640 0673 

Cbupoos to arrive by 12th March 1998 

□□□□□□□□ 
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6 /CITY BREAKS 


48 hours 
Tallinn 



For a weekend break, visit the capital of Estonia before 
it is ruined by success, writes Gordon Sander 


Why go now? 

Because of the opportunity to witness an econ- 
omic miracle in the making Of all the former 
Soviet republics, little Estonia (population LS 
million) has been the quickest adapt to capitalistic 
ways, a distincti on that was confirmed this sum- 
mer when the European Union officially invit- 
ed it to join negotiations for membership, while 
pointedly ignoring the other two Baltic republics, 
Latvia and Lithuania. And because this may be 
your last chance to see this extraordinarily well 
preserved old city before it drowns in neon and 
billboards. 

Beam down 

A city-break package to Ihllinn costs less than a 
flight-only. Using Estonian Air from Gaiwick to 
Tallinn, Regent Holidays (0117-921 1711) have a 
package for £199, including three nights in a ho- 
tel: the lowest airfare is around £240. Alternatively, 
find a flight to Helsinki and take a boat from there: 
Thilinn is a favourite ferry foray for Finns. 

Check in 

The basic Regent Holidays package puts you 
up in the Dzingel, a new three-star hotel two 
miles from the city centre. 

A more upmarket option 
is the Palace, on the edge 
of the old city (Vhbaduse 
valjak 3: 00 372-6-407- 
300); doubles here are 
£130 a night. Or try the 
four-star Olympia 
(Liivalaia 33, 00 372 6 315 
315), a 10-minute walk 
from the old dty. This 26- 
storey ex-Intourist high- 
rise offers all the 
amenities, including 
sauna and pool; doubles 
are £100. 

The Rataskaevu Ho- 
tel (Rataskaevu 7: 00 372 
2 441939), a friendly, 
well-preserved old hotel 
located in the middle of 
the old city, is a great 
mid-range buy; doubles 
£50, double deluxe £60. 

Get your bearings 

The best way to cover the short distance from 
the airport to the old dty is by taxL Be on guard 
for rip-offs; a licensed cab should charge you 
about £5. 

The name Tallinn dates from the 13th century, 
when the much-fought-over dty was in D anis h 
hands (Taani linn is Esto nian for “Danish 
town”). It is a compact dty, comprising essentially 
the attractive old town and the still drab. Sovi- 
et-tinged industrial and residential surroundings. 

Wfeekeaders will almost certainly wish to stick 
to the old town. This remarkable precinct is di- 
vided into two parts: Toompea, the hill which dom- 
inates the dty, and the Lower Town - which is 



where you will probably be staying. This is cen- 
tred On Raekoja plats— Thwn Hall Square — and 
is still surrounded by most of its 225-km medieval 
walL Make your way to the excellent new tourist 
office (00 372 6313 940) on the square. 

Take a hike 

The best way of exploring old Tkllinn is via the 
twin towers of the Viru Gate, in the east side of 
the Lower Town walls. From here amble along 
Vim to the comer of \fene; continue on to Raeko- 
ja plats. From here, climb Fikmk jalg (yes, it really 
is spelt that way), which is lined with the houses 
of medieval Hanseatic merchants and gentry, op 
to the heights of Tbompea. Use the look-out 
points off Toom-Kooli, Kohtu, and Rahukohtu 
to regain your bearings and dedde where you 
wish to descend. 

Long lunch 

Now that you have zoomed around medieval 
Tkllinn, slow down and enjoy a home-cooked 
meal at \bnaema Juures (Rataskaevu 10 / 12 ; 00 
372 6313 928), which literally means “Grandma's 
place”. The food is fresh- and delicioiB. Tty the 
kana and pannkook (chicken and pancake). 

Cultural afternoon 
Thus fortified, check ont 
the day pipes, zithers, and 
other historical memo- 
rabilia from Estonia's fur- 
rowed past at the Gty 
Museum at Vene 17 (00 
372 441 829). 

Next saunter across the 
street, and back through 
several centuries to the 
Dn mmiik tas te klooster, 
or Do minican monastery, 
at Vene 16. The ancient 
mooastery, founded in 
1246, was headquarters 
for the Scandinavian 
monks who converted 
heathen Estonia to Chris- 
tianity. At one time the 
monastery had its own 
brewery and hospital; 
however, it was ruined by 
plunder during the Re- 
formation and razed by a fire in 1521. Today it 
houses Estonia's largest collection of stone carv- 
ings - and, 1 swear, a battalion of ghosts. 

Window shopping 

All sizes and styles of traditional jumpers, hats, 
and gloves can be found at stalls in the flower 
market close to the Vim gates on Viru, as well 
as along Muurivahe, where the market runs along 
the dty walls. A knitted jumper, the most pop- 
ular buy for foreigners, costs about £20. Other 
suggested stops: Gaierii Molen, on the comer 
of Vhna Viru, a craft shop with a munificent “art 
garage” in the basement and Helina Tilk, on 
Voorunehe puestee, a porcelain emporium. 






Demure dinner 

Sit down for some blini and bear or one of the 
other substantive native dishes at Eesti-lhll 
(Dunkri 4J &; 00372 6313 755), a carefully restored, 
two-floor restaurant-in a converted stable. 

Night-life 

Unlikely, but true: Tkllinn boasts the largest dis- 
cotheque in all of Bahica and Scandinavia, called 
Dekoltee (Ahrri 10). Among other things this 


it’s the deliberately preserved remains of the build- 
ings that stood there prior to Soviet bombing of 
Nazi-occupied Tallinn in 1944 -another reminder 
of Tallinn’s tragic and bellicose past. 

Bracing brunch 

Splurge out on the immense, smorgasbord-like 
brunch offered at the Elysee (Liivalaia 33; 00 
372 6315-315), the elegant restaurant of the 
Olympia HoteL The spread, which cost 275 EEK 


gargantuan, 3,200-5quare-metre dance house, sit-, (£13), includes kmveiisalai (shrimp salad), li- 
ed in a former Soviet electronics goods fecto- h hovalik (plate of bams) and sokolaadija ati s 


ry, features a huge, oval dance floor; three long 
bars staffed by cheery, luminous-dressed young 
Estonians; and a state-of-the-art laser show. Ad- 
mission is all of 80 crowns, roughly £5. 

Sunday morning: go to church 
A minute’s walk from the old square, Niguliste 
Church was originally the hub of Tallinn’s 13th- 
century settlement TTie early Gothic north door- 
way dates from the church’s first construction; the 
rest goes back only to the 15th, making the build- 
ing a virtual newcomer for this venerable city. 
At the loot of the slope on which Niguliste stands 
is what appears to be a demolition site. In fact 


(chocolate ice-cream), not to mention the sight 
of little Estonian tots, dressed up in their Sun- 
day best, bouncing around to Jive accordion mu- 
sic. . 

Icing on the cake 

Lastly, trot over to the famed Maiasmokk Koh- 
vik, or Sweet-Tboth Cafe, at Pikk 16. You prob- 
ably won't have space for any of the elegant 
pastries after the above repast, hut you vail en- 
joy the inter-war atmosphere of this famous tea- 
room, and the sight of old regulars mingling 
comfortably with the new, capitalistic lords of 
T kllinn. 


INDEPENDENT 

WIN the perfect Mothers Day present 
a two night stay at.... 



V HEAITH HYDRO 



If you are stuck for ideas for 
Mothers Day - why not treat her 
to a luxurious two night stay at 
Ragdale Hall Health Hydro, which 
is situated in the Leicestershire 
countryside. 

Ragdale Hall has something for 
everyone. Whether you want an 
active or leisurely time, a chance 
co unwind or tone up, go shed 
weight or you* worries. 

It has long been associated with 
excellence in beauty treatments 
and is continually developing new 
and innovative treatments. Why 
not try the Multi-Method 
massage or Equilibrium which is a 
relaxing scalp neck and back 
massage. 

Apart from their delicious healthy 
cuisine Ragdale Hall also offers a 
folly equipped gymnasium, a 
spacious studio for group 
activities and a luxurious 
swimm ing pool. 

We have teamed up with Ragdale 
HaO to offer a two night stay for 
cwo people in a Suite, this also 


indudes a free massage, or 
introductory bcbl or 
conditioning hand treatment per 


The runner up prize is an 
overnight Reiaxer Break In a 
Superior Room which indudes a 
back and shoulder massage or 
fadai. 

To enter this competition simply 
dial the number below answer 
the following question on Rne 
and leave your name, full address 
and contact number 

Q: One of the therapies at 
Ragdale Hall Involves 
placing needles into the 
skin at pressure points 

around the body - name 
this style of therapy. 

Call 0930 563815 

For further Infbmwtfon on Rqgdofe 
Hof please cdl 01664 434631 
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Tallinn old and 
new: Estonians 
capital is a 
compact dty - a 
medieval maze 
surrounded by a 
Soviet-style urban 
landscape 
Photographs Robert 
Harding/ 

Simon Calder 



My private jet to Varna 

ft was the ultimate solo flight and ego trip: Ian Russell was 
the only passenger on a scheduled flight to Bulgaria 


It should have been obvious 
to me straightaway. There 
was no check-in desk at Edin- 
burgh airport for Air Via flight 
VIM 624 to Varna. Yet the 
early morning flight was listed 
on the departures screen, so 
at least nty charter trip to Bul- 
garia’s Black Sea coast wasn't 
a complete mystery to every- 
one. But why wasn't the usual 
motley queue snaking its way 
forward with just one thought 
- to head for the duty-free as 
soon as they had got rid of 
their cases? 

There were long queues 
for flights to Jersey and Brus- 
sels, but as I squinted in vain 
at luggage labels on suitcases 
strewn around the busy ter- 
minal it skiwiy dawned on me 
that maybe there was no one 
else flying to the city of Varna. 

The Seivisair representa- 
tive confirmed my suspicions. 
“Vkrna? Oh, there’s only one 
passenger, I think ." “Er, but 
that happens to be me.” 
“Right, just wait undl we clear 
these other flights and we’ll 
get your case." 

Half an hour later I got the 
call, a shout really, across the 


now almost deserted check-in 
area to step forward with my 
baggage and be officially con- 
firmed as the solitary soul 
boarding flight VIM 624. 

The young girl behind the 
counter had more of a sense 
of humour than her col- 
league: “Smoking or non- 
smoking?" she asked drily. 

Upstairs in the departures 
lounge, my scheduled depar- 
ture time drew .ever closer. 
There had been no announce- 
ment, but the flight was 
shown on the screen. Five 
minutes before the 157-seatcr 
jet was due to take off I 
decided it was Umc to start 
asking questions. But just as 
I rose from my seat a man 
with a mobile phone burst in 
and loudly requested the pas- 
senger for the Vhma flight to 
make himself known. I was 
speedily ushered through an 
exit door by my escort who. 20 
yards down ihe corridor, 
passed me on to someone 
else, also in mobile-phone 
mode. 1 was hurried down- 
stairs and out of the building 
into a waiting Transit minibus. 

"There's just you," said 


my minder. “This doesn't 
happen very often.” 

It felt more wonderful 
than weird to be the only one 
climbing the steps lo the big 
white, purple and green 
machine waiting to whisk me 
(plus five cabin crew and 
three flight crew) to eastern 
Europe. The smiling head of 
cabin crew greeted me with 
typical Bulgarian humour; 
“Hello, and welcome to your 
own private jet, sir.” 

Being the solo passenger 
for the following four hours 
proved to be a rewarding 
experience, with the cabin 
crew all anxious to improve 
their English. They explained 
that this was their last flight of 
the season; normally they’d 
return home with an empty 
aircraft. Because I was head- 
ing for Mama on a one-way 
ticket it was convenient for 
the airline to accommodate 
me - as long I found another 
route home. 

1 did, a week later, from an 
airport farther down the 
coast Alas, this Ume I was just 
one of a horde of Scots 
reluming home. 





SIMON 

CALDER 


Does this sound like your 
most recent holiday? A 
2am arrival at a militaiy 

airfield that’s been 

pressed into service as a 

charter airport; a reckless 

ride on a battered bus to 

some God-forsaken half- 
built hotel, where a 
distorted disco is in full 
swing until dawn. Hie 
beach is accessible only by 

negotiating a flight of 

steps that would give a 
goat vertigo, and by 
picking your way across an- 
eight-lane highway to a 
shabby stretch of sand that 
resembles a builders’ yard. 

In 1988, possibly; in 
1998. unlikely. 

While Britain's mass 
market travel industry is 
characterised by economists 
as “mature”, its behaviour 
is often plain immature. 
Or iginal thinking is a rare 
commodity, when someone 
has a good idea, everyone 
tends to follow. 

The current fad is for 
telling the truth. Now, 
most industries learned 
long ago that honesty is 
the best strategy but the 
package tour business is 
behaving as though a bolt 
of enlightenment has just 
struck Britain’s high-street 
travel agents, illuminating 
them in a glow of veracity. 

Thomson, the UK’s 
biggest tour operator, 
began the trend with its 
“telling it like it is” 
promise. This summer's 
brochures include the 
scores awarded to each 
location by holiday-makers 
who went there last 
summer. Take care when 
you’re completing that 
inevitable questionnaire 
on the flight home: your 
comments will be used to 
rate each property for 
quality of accommodation, 
location and catering. 
Leafing through the 
brochures, you pick up 
pretty quickly the idea 
that the more expensive 
the holiday, the higher the 
score. 

Now Co-op Travelcare 
has gone what it claims is 
one better by promising 
customers access to what 
is said to be the “truth 
book”: the OAG Agents’ 
Gazetteer. 

Ail industries, whether 
second-hand cars or 
national newspapers, have 
their reference books. The 
Agents’ Gazetteer is the 
one for the mass-market 
package holiday. It 
contains frank appraisals 
of mainstream holiday 
resorts, plus their hotels 
and apartment blocks. 
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London telephone 
directories. I’m not 
convinced 

To test the extent to 
which the Age** 

dishes the dirt on reso^ 

and accommodation, I 

checked out the 
descriptions for my last 
couple of package holidays 
U, Spain. In these two 

cases the so-called “truth 

book” is benign, even 
when compared with the 
operators’ brochures. 

The current Skytours 
brochure describes the Las 
Piramides complex in 
playa de las Americas, 
Tbnerife, as “No- frills 
accommodation with a 
variety of excelicnr fun- 
filled activities on site. The 
tnain beach is a 15 -minute 
walk away.” 

So long as you accept 

the view that playing table 
football and drinking 
copiously comprise 
“excellent fun-filled 
activities" (which most of 
my fellow guests seemed 
to), this strikes me as 
uncontentious. The 
Gazetteer concurs: 
“Surrounded by bars and 
supermarkets. Intended to 
look like a pyramid but 
not Impressive. Plenty of 
amenities for families and 
younger people." 

On the second test 
holiday, the Eva Mar 
apartments in Benidorm. 
I’d say the Gazetteer was 
rather too kind. “A 
pleasant 24-storey brick 
block, built 19S7. 

Attractive open-plan 
layout though somewhat 
rundown.” 

In my book, the words 
“pleasant” and "24-storey 
brick block, buat 1987" 
are mutually incompatible, 
even when placed in the 
context of Benidorm. The 
Club Freestyle brochure 
takes a different tack: “If 
you're looking for a quiet 
night you've come to the 
wrong place! The Eva Mar 
is only 10 minutes' walk 
from the main centre of 
Benidorm and there are 
loads of restaurants, bars 
and shops nearby." 

It’s taken three decades 
and rearm of new 
legislation, but holiday 
companies now have a 
strong incentive to tell the 
truth in brochures. 

Anything that gives the 
consumer more 
ammunition in the battle to 
find a good-value holiday is 
to be commended, but I 
suspect that the Co-op’s 
move comes about 10 years 
too late. 
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A Cruise on the Barquentine 

M/ili 9Inw^lccn 

Departs 31st October 1998 for 7 nights 
Come and sail with us on the Liii Marlcen, a 250 
■foot banjuenrine d mixed rig, with two schooner- 
like gaff sails fore and aft and a central square-rigged 
mast. This is a five-star dream ship, a majestic 
windjammer of the kind which anyone with an 
ounce of romance in their soul has, surely, always 
longed to sail the seven seas on. Our autumn cruise 
sails to purrs of just two seas, the Mediterranean and 
the Auanric. Our voyage of discovery stares with a 
flight to Palma de Mallorca in the Balearic Islands 
tmra where you cruise for seven nights to Cartagena 
regarded as the most important settlement of 
Koman times on rhe Iberian Peninsula; Almcria. the 
capital which gave its name to the Iberian Province- 
stylish Puerto Banus near Marbella and Cadiz, one 
of the oldest towns in Spain and founded by the 
Phoenicians. From Cadis we fly home but 
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Festive Holidays Ltd.Pat^ Cruisb 

v™ , K , - - -- ~J* but you can, if Chelyenham! Cowt - North Place, I 

you tvLsh. extend your stay for two nights in Seville, GL504DY. 

capiral d Andalucia and the cultural centre of Spain j ^dependent Lili 1 

£? 'Jf ired Parnate operas such as j Please forward me a brocn Cmise C 

Cannot and The Marriage of Figaro. Prices start i a brod1ure: 

from LI 199. The Lili Marieen holds just 50 guesc ! NamefMr/Mra/Ms) 
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Offer 


so Ihwcnmc offer is “exclusive” in more w a « 
nnc. Thu is your unique opportunity to fulfil Vour 
romantic dreams so cut out the coupon or ’phone 
today for your personal colour brochure. 


I Address:. 




This holiday has been arranged m conjunction with " 
Festive Holidays Lid, ABTAV106X. ATTtt 2 \ 7 2 


-.i 


RcgtoEariandBOMd? 

ft* Office i Canada Square, Canary Whait Loadon' 


j PtetCode: 





' ■» . + 4 . , 



4 * i 














TEL: 0I7J 293 2222 


Take Off 
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OVERSEAS, UK 


Special Interest Holidays 


Puis other holidays m the shade 
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FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Special Interest 


Ireland 
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“ Lei * ders ln ^upv^king a^covery holidays, biking adventures f 
f o Ufa- D ^ . “ overland expeditions worldwide | 

- 9 Wbr Road, U^do n 5W12 Ou. 0181 673 0859. http:// „ .. | 


taLLiNN. 
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EMERALD COTTAGES 




^11 
w p* 1 | || 

c -m 


SB 



Action Packed 
Holidays for 
Singles 



IRELAND 
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ftscove, ancient castle tains, cobblestone streets 
and W tampans ,n the best preserved medieval 
city m Europe. Tallinn . with Estonian Air Estonian 
An Dies nan-stop each da, (escept Sahndoys) at 
18.00 from London Gatwid to Tallinn. Enjo, the 
comfort and excellent service on board our new 
Boeing 737-500 oncraft, which offer both Economy 
and Business class facilities. For more information, 
coll Estonian Air on 0171 333 0196 and discover 
the secret of Tallinn. . - 
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T T Experience the 

unexpected 

Discover the unique experience 

of a small group — 

adventure! "HaSHll 
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FVance 


• Wildlife Safaris •Trekking Expeditions 

• Sailing Adventures • Jungle Exploration 

1 Cultural Touring • Wilderness Experience 

For our 100 page colour brochure call 

01252 344161 


& Alaska 


China 


Australia 



01242 240 310 1 



Dhcovtr 1 2 enchanting 
French report «n font w h v 
hfte, trfdi jour bafp moved 
Tor. tau. Warm friendly 
hotris. fine irjjoQa) food and 
*in*s. unexpected pleasures. 

For a totally new kind oT 
French experience, phone 
now for your 199a colour 
brodiBre. 



SAVE MONEY 
■ BOOK DIRECT! 
2,000 PRIVATE 
OWNERS ADVERTISE 
Chateaux ■ Vitas a Farm Houses, 
many, with pools 

■ Conaoos • Siudkw • Apoimwta 

■ Family Hotels •Mobile Homes 
• Bed & BiBoJctaSK • City Breaks 

AH rafpons at Franco. 

Froo 316 po Colour Bractiuro 

Tel: 01484682503 
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Experience 


[MOUNTAIN' TRAVEL WORLDW IDE!:* 
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moha tho dream a raafity 

ASIA, AFRICA & 
THE AMERICAS 

maHEaw 

FRffi BROCHURE 
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BEA T THE CLOCK 




CAR + 5 ADULTS | SOl W £mi\ 

I : 


SMGLE JOURNEY 
£130 HD WEEK RETURN 


holiday brochure 
and reservations, 
contact 








iXDIViDCAl TRAVELLERS 

FRANCE 


traditional French 
homes from £500 
(per properly) for two 
weeks self -catering, 
Including sea crossing. 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 143681 

•KJOTEREF: FBI I 


• • « 
AFRICA & 
LATIN 

r - - , AMERICA 



•S 01439 S78567 
Fox 01489 877872 


Super Sites 

Mobile Homes 
■Top Coastal Silos 
•W. Coast & Mod 
•Low Price* 

PHONE FREE FOR 
BROCHURE ON 
0500 404140 

Quote SSflfl-l | 

— II1D AST* HOt — —1 


Duality villas and cottages fat the 
mtwt lovely areas of Frame. 

Mimions wflti u> miming poofe 

and tmnit count. toty mtugn. 
■nlltgv homes. hnit»n chateau- 
and a rWItidf pigromler 
oohdogmc lot 

PROVENCE LANGUEDOC 
5/7 -HimWl Bote) LoflOooWt ROM 

aistn-r E.--» tv*, mim mtotimo 
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SUNSELECT VILLAS 


PROVENCE a COTE D'AZUR 
Selection of quality properties for 
4-n people. Al year availability. 
C900-£4000pw, 01189 402620 
LOT VALLEY Typical houses In and 
arotaid FUmaL FontoHo tal: 01747 
881381. Fax: 01747 Ml 453. 
HEAL PORTUGAL All types of 
wHaJs/hofldays, North to South. 
Portalo tal: 01747881381. 
CAiLLAC. CORDES area, cosy tog 
nrod Qhr, dps 5. From El 50pw. 
Tat 0033 563 583 857. 

CYCLING OR WALKING TOURS. 

, UwnorablQ meeds, comfy hotels 
& bags carried. Belle France 
01 787 - 223777. ATDL 2832 AITO. 

CYCLE TOURING In Brittany from 
E190 per woefc. Breton Bikes 
01579 350379. e-maH brettfl- 
1 tUftas@compueen«coni 
HAUTE-GARONNE / GERS OuM. 
renovated termtwine In rofllng 
eouabysUo, afps 4/6. Toulouse 
Ihr. Pyrenees Ihr. From CSOOdwl 
WF ax 01483 724970. 

BRITTANY. Exclusive cottages, 
farmhouses, vfltas. Country Col- 
lages In Fiance: 01455 B52 235 
quoting UF405. 

S.W. FRANCE - Period cottage 
some Eeater A eeriy Summer 
dales amiable. Tel: 01273 
452GST. 

VINTAGE FRANCE: Farmhouses 
with private pools In hidden 
SoultvWbsL 01 954 261431 AITO 
MIDI, PYRENEES newly Installed 
spacious mobile home, alps 4. 
lovely countryside location, 
panoramic views easy access 
sea. Interesting historic towns 8 
vftagas. Toulouse approx SOknta. 
0033 563752207 (English own- 
ers). 

PEZENAS/S -FRANCE attractive 
woB-oqdppad house + garden in 
pretty vHL Stpa B, InUfaeOng area, 

8m beech ea. avail. Jul/Auo 
E500pw. TWA171 7200214. 


■Chi: i , ill uzi • iiuuu.-, * i 


journey 

yLATfNv 

AMERICA 

Escorted Groups 
& Bespoke Tours 
0181 747 8315 
0161 832 1441 

jlnU|wimrt Lrm^nv. i, «t, uk 
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SKYHOS The Hoi tone Experience, 
to Greece 8 the Cari bbean . 0171 
»4 3065 or wwwLdtyrouonV 

WALKING A CYCLING In uraflKov- 
wad Europe. Fine food, hand- 
ptofced hotels, tacetiert value tor 
money prices. Guided A todepen- 
dent cholces-bags moved for 
you. Headwater (01606) 613339 
AITO 2412 ATDL 


tyciing &. 


mum 

WaSang, trekking. s^Mseeing- 
for owr SO years Ramblers have 
been offering a mouthwatering 
choice of real holidays al over 
thfl world. Why waste your 
haiday when you could join a 
real hoMay? Brochure hea 

WMW 6 K HOLIDAYS 

Box 43 

Welwyn Garden, ALfl 6PQ. 
Tel: 01707 331133 
Fax: 01707 333276 
E-maa ramtutoOMfitpuemxm 
AH1 * Vtt » 1 XTOLB90 


WMJUNG In France. Italy, Europe 

and Uw M ed. AB IswHs. guided or 

warm fitancfy 
hotoia. great regional aristae. 
■toWYtatag arranged for you. 
Hwowamr 01606 813339 ATOL 
2412 AITO 

CYCLING down Tprim country 
lanes. Just enough ox Cretan to 
wwli up an appetite tor the next 
great meal! Slay at charming 

hotels In Franca a tariy. we carry 
yourbags. Headwater 01606 
013339 ATOL 2412 AITO. 



Vail rht cowboy naie of Texas. Home of rodeo meets, the 
Alamo, SouthfolL 1 . NASA’s Mi»ion Control and a wide 
variety i>( family rheme paries. Online, Houston, San AnronKL 
Fun Worth and Austin have v.vneihine for everyone. 

Call Premier Holiday it for a Tc . rat guide and our 
full American brochure on 

/l c non p 0,5 Till 
1 1 O l i 

4BTA vemo 

^ ^ ^ r > \ ilOLSTIJ 




the himaiaya 

peaks' trcLc - raitir>g . culture | 

(•red doles c-r'jiil ir-rwd« 

brochure line anytime: 

0171 639 0484 


Fhniriw, charming hotels 
* coirnuy inns, 
self drive car tours, 
\ coach tours and 
Yji tailor-made 

M\ \ holidays. 







M\v holidays. 

OS P REY b tMduy « 




TakeOff 


Don tpuytoomuch Cor" 

your travel insurance 


COLUMBUS^ 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Newspaper Pub Sshlng pic 
reflreis Ural aflhough ovwy 
reasmatta precaution Is laton, 
no raspatsUKycan be 
accepted tor Itighis and/or 
acaxnmodBUonoflBfBd 

ihraugh tfraso columns, or any 
loss arising [herefrom. Readers 
are advised to take all 
necessary precautions before 
era ering kao any travel 
enangementa. 


TakeOff 



POLAND 
CZECH HEP 
RUSSIA 
HUNGARY 
ROMANIA 


DULGARIA 
CROATIA 
BALTICS 

, AUSTRIA & 
ATDL ISrl OCIIMAHy 


| 017-1 451 7066 


PRAGUE, VIENNA, BUDAPEST 8 
Stovjrida. Central pensions, 
hotels ft apts. Czechers (01706) 


Franco says 
“£99 return to 
any of our 
destinations? 
That's right! 
You have until 
5 March to 
book this 
amazing offer.” 

(Travel valid until 5 April.) 


Daily scheduled 

flights from 

London Luton. 

Return prices 
now include 
UK £10 

and foreign 
departure tax. 


DusseMorf 


■IfcVfl- 


Nojieedjo compromise 



T ■ ■ 



ivu: 


Greece 



rTNACA • Friendly tamfly ran hotel 
altering tratfltional home cocMng 
toiotexjngsurrouncUrtgs. Beauti- 
hil location in unspoilt ftahino *i | - 
tege competitive prices. Book 
direct. Ring 01942 244304 (or 
brochure + Info or fax 0830674 
31 718 

PURE CRETE recommended in 
Hie Independent On Sunday. 
Sroethtatong rins & empty 
beaches. Pure Crete. For 
brochure cad OiBl 760 0070 
ATOL AITO 


kvhicuUNSPOILT 

'GREEK ISLAND 


Choose from 10 lesser known, 
quieter, traditional Islands where 

die pace of life Is IWe dunged 

HALM KALWN0S Laos 
SPET5ES SVIi AL0KBS0S 
UPS) SK0PEL0S TtOS 

Sm4 Hotels. SB«fcs.Apwtmsra», 

VBse and TtatWonN Houses. 

freMHOURMAZWOrHOMOT 

01629 824 881 

USMHAs 



I 



. twt ; • 

tf<5 ■ 



0181995 9323 

AITAV 1337 0 DL 14 S 1 tfTD 




bee our new 1998 brochure for bargain 
city breaks starting at juat £369. 
Alternatively, you may wiab to a 
special twin centre break to Moscow and 
St Rrtersburg, or a river cruise from £999 
In 1998 make your ordinary holiday 
extraordinary. Intourist Travel. 

Call us now for more details. 


LONDON MANCHESTER GLASGOW 
,0171 533 6600 01 61 834 0 230 0141 2 045609 
FlasM um nrmemaUmalan on Mourn !9SeHoO^~ " 

Name 

Adire*^ 

fbflodt. 

■fc teuti taxi kmuatHaue. 219 Ftaeft IKtfLoatan £74 gju 


Look closely. 

There are no hidden extras in 
the price of our return flights 


AMSTERDAM framfflSnn EDINBURGH* fanffigm, 

breast <^£69^ rtankfurt framci39rtn 


BERGEN from £239 an GLASGOW* 

MUSSELS from £91 nn NICE 

CDi06N E fromOIBro, OSLO 

C0Pe WAGEN (rofnnS2rtn PARK 

DRESDay from €219 rtn PRAGUE 

<rom£79rtn ZURICH 


Suit £69 rm 
htMt£145itn 

front €177 im 
frimi£88rtr 
from E203 nn 
6om£164rtn 


^ B ” d,bW, ■ TtgsMe ' “W’WSh. amgoafldftat and Dublin. 

Book by 19th March 1998. 

Contact your focal travel agent or call for details on 

0345 554554 

or book on the Internet http^/wwralflybritishmidlantLcom 








British Mi<llai0<l 

Th e Air ! 1 
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' btc- 


TEL* 0171 293 2222 


8/TRAVEL 

OVERSEAS, UK 


F^X: 0171 2505 


TfekeOff 


Because we think the world of you 


TbkeOff 


Take Off 


Unequivocal protection against airtine 


TakeOff 


insolvency - 



s4- 



worldwide attention 


HONGKONG 


BAU 


TOKYO 


i £405 

TORONTO 

£199 i 

t £299 

VANCOUVER 

£297 1 

i £469 

LAS VEGAS 

£214 ! 


DUBAI 

£206 

£248 

f CARIBBEAN 

£224 

£299 

1 GENEVA 

£99 

£137 

abound the world 

£824 


AUSTRALIA FROM £475 RETURN 

ON SINGAPORE AIRLINES 

PLUS AUS5Q WORTH OF TRAVEL VOUCHERS 
TO SPEND IN AUSTRALIA 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA £3fi • USA £29 • AFRICA £38 • PACtRC£4S • ASIA £27 
USA CAR HWE FROM £20 PER DAY • CALL NOW FOR QUR TAlLQfMADE WORLDWIDE AND NORIH AAffiVCA BROCHUKS 


All n-jr trc.'sl ccnlrCS are Open Mon-Sai from S-CpT • Th:s e./nm • Sim lO-timv. 




..owttsr* 


v 


For B» real towdown on wwWwdB 

bawl, Ttafflwters is your one stop 
travel shop. 

Wfmders offers more Kwcoa 
ffiotifs to more destinations man 
anyone. Experts in alrte res sin j* 
1970. we can taBor-raake yow vary 
own pactegt with up t° 
on hotels and car tare worldwide. 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAILFINDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-938 3366 ANYTIME 


ASIA 69781 


’"“"WSSffi 

First & Business Class. 

«™5S2K3 

48 Com Street 
Worldwide Travel: 

—:SKS 

58Deansgate 
Worldwide Travel: 
Hrs i & BusinffisClass. 


Stun** 

LONDON W8 7R3 

ssss 

BBSS’ 


HfCnifl* 4 

BRISTOL ^ J” 0 

0117-929 90W 

GLASGOW G2 3EH 
0141-353 2224 
MANCHESTER M3 2FF 


inDi-oaa 

0161-83 93434 


Trailfinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


... people think the won* 


SPECIAL OFFERS 

Los Angeles £199’ Auckland £619# 
Sydney £634# Call now for full details 


Other trirfries return price* nducfing prepaid airport faces from: 

Perth £469 Bafi £399 San Francisco £221 

Brisbcne £551 Bombay £349 Las Vegas £256 

Mebaume £534 Johannesburg £369 Denver £256 

Hong Kong £323 New York £155 Toronto £194 

Bangkok ' £359 Washington £169 Mexico £325 

Si n g ap ore £375 Orkzxb £221 Rio de Janeiro £379 

Pricw « wii«* *0 DM AM NO ADOIIONM. O4MB0CS ON CHDtT 

CABD BOOiaNSfi. To nm qn(l)rMrrie« a4in ihdrU. The Thorn Cook Gnap U(L 


F L 

i G H T S I 

D 1 

R E C T I) 


Thomas 
Cook 


Ukm open 9um-9piu Mon-fri, 
lOom-dpm Sot-Sun 
ABTA FI 304, ATOt 0283 


0870 75 00 140 

we GO FURTHER TO FIND THE RIGHT FLIGHT 


OPEN 7 DAYS 



-10 Richmond Rood. K.ntjlor, Surrey KT2 5HL fyiitlrfil .-rVl Tz^'M r-i' 


WIDE 


USA A CANADA 



TRAVEL 
INSURANCE. 
£15 FOR TWO 
WEEKS. 
MAMA MIA! 

ftw the veto, Gfata from 
mder £15 tor tern weds. 
General Acddent Direct 
charge less than h»H the 
price tome travel agents 
da So cal the number 
Mow today. And saw a 
lot of Bra. 




T55jaa 


LT j'iWI 


CALI NOW 

0171 460 3000 


r.yy i : m ftimttf 




Includes all 
pre-paid taxes 




£220 

£220 Australia f' £469 
£220 N 2ea : aro £619 
Wsshirgtcn £169 Singapore £374 

Da ! ?s £170 Bangkok £340 

Houston £170 Hong Kong £335 

Boston £136 Bali £399 

£265 Joou'G £363 

£265 Na:rcbi £285 

■ ULii.f TF 


ir-l -l.l.lJlTm htip://www.flightbookersJiet 

Best Value:- Air Fares - Car Hire - Hotels insuranc 


OPEN 
, 7 DAYS 


-r.y l j ; ri ; [4 C77 

i r<«r« i 1 


usa & Canada 

0181546 6000 


EX1C0 


HAVANA £484 SJOSE £463 


LIMA E4Q0BJURES ESS 



★ USA and 
CANADA * 


★NewYori fen £159 ♦Toronto from £159 


fen £159 ♦Montreal fro® £254 


★Mias from £169 ♦v&ncouwr fan £304 



■ Top scheduled airlines. 

• Best stopover choice - 
Far East, USA & more. 

• Itineraries tailored to your 
exact wishes. 

■ Car & campervan hire; 
air, rail & coach passes. 

• Accommodation from 
budget to luxury. 


I AUSTRALIA 

FARES FROM 

£479 

RETURN 

NEW ZEALAND 

FARES FROM 

£619 



RETURN 


Li 01420-88724 o r 0171-497 0S15 


OFFICIALLY APPOINTED 




OHH 7 DAVS 12 High Street; Alton, Hants, GU341BN I flUHfeli 

"rasW" « 

sai 9 am to s«m 373-375 The Strand, London WC2R OJF 2959 UbtaIZ 

SS^Tto-^} FAX: 04420-82133 or 0171-497 2923 
All fares subject to availability. Restrictions may apply, ask for details. 
Air fares indude pre-paid taxes, focaHy paid taxes may apply. 


City Breaks 


r.'KPLVT^.,,^ 

( £l{C:0i {! V c '"S 


Overseas Travel 


L0990 329 326 


Lines Open: Mon-Fri fiam- 8 pm. Sat 9am-5pm, Son I0am-5pm. 
M bo Brim w son Bps. rifa oiWUAy ad scWr a* ppefair nm. 

FW owe MUm a n#a in aba vise ajol zro w» 


Among the quality dailies, 
The Independent has the 
highest proportion of readers 
who visited France last year. 

Source TO 1997 


SINGLE? 



“The Art of the 
Short Break” 

0 13 1 995 9323 


DISCOVER NOTTINGHAM 
WEEKENDS 

from £20.00 per person 
per sight B & B Sharing 
Subfat to wetabBy 

* City centre location 

* Best shopping n the 

East MkJbrxb 

* History & Cdture & Ratal Hood 
* TfeMng rS gtt Be, p uts, 
dubs fi itwatm 

* Gtaps vratane 
*Ctoaa k> Peak Detnct 

QUALITY GEORGE HOTa 

Nothngham City Centre 

TeL 0115 947 5641 
Fax. 0115 MS 3292 

■AVAIA 8 LE TIL END OF tfWL 1 



Wtijr tma ttontJ 
Jobs a group with Soto’s, 
dm *WAtaar operate 
farrinstapoopia. 

A|v grwfM ZS - SSyn 
45 .§tfn 

0181 951 2811 

Solos 

ATot kssO My 


nuiim 

Toronto £149 
Montreal £199 
Ottawa £229 
£229 

Vancouver £209 
VVinrcoeg £309 
Calgary £2S9 
Edmonton £279 


far Ea^ 


FAR FAST 

£285 



TWtorJliHta 

packages 

Any dty. Mata, destination 
Coack nun 


USA 

1 I AI1I - . FROM 

£173 

n 1 : t » n » 

CANADA 

FARES FROM 

£288 


A3 01420-80828 or 0171-287 5558 


i 


TTT 





U3i>, ,'i i/t '13 •$ - 


tote — ira Cad Qf5 

6 a £195 fcafcp_£IB 

Sodet _ £195 hfafa.DIS 
Ire M _£I9T hare _ QII 
toon -£238 Mbfre £191 


Moot — Of Mb 09 

U*_£]E M_C IB 
Up — 0 ftim_£79 

Fbptes £10 te Cart -05 

aiowiasBOK 

flnNa — 0 lf» 0 

la^g M 0 Mb 0 

Mm — 0 ttrirei— 05 

W 0 Mari — 05 

few— .£199 Ug*r — fl9! 


PRICES IS:iJCE AL’. FK:?A:o TCtLj 


-LovcosTsonoia 




0990 143301 


I -iftr Co-op Trove’ 

o i f=: e O r 


Holiday Parks 

Holland 

Germany 

Quaky hdkfay psto h 
Hoftmd and the Stack Forost 
and Moari rajjon* oT Ganmy. 
PIMM 01502 NX 005 


ThaBtkmaicaia&j rSa- 



JORDON, ECYPX ISRAEL, SYMA. 
TUormada Mnnrtaa. CaO DeSL 
naton Rad Saa on 0181 4*0 9000 
ABTA V9122 ATOL 3051. 

Cruises 

WORLDWIDE CRUISES free Bat 
wflh 1009 o» Brest ottara. Cal the 
axpansOlBl ««so«45. 

[ It^ly 

CnAuA'srmDr 

Offering you. all 
that is best in 
ITALY for over 
70 years. 

fereoanrefoBr 1998 





TUSCANY NOW 
T 0171 272 5469 

H 0 1"! 2" 2 (*lft 


Travel Services 

AUSTRALIAN VISAS -Moat Air- 
Bnas- 7 Dayo a weak - only E8.00. 
Visa AuatraHa Co. Tel Q127B 
B48474 

Airport Parking 

HEATHROW C4.B5 par day. Free 
parting kier 14 days. Max charge 
S692S0 up to 100 days Sacuta 
Poking 0i8i 818 8130 


pMtoalr AMdi me, fkx&k 
JMArMbi 
‘Grand Touring' wt&Pamfag 

kaUal— — V— LuaLa ■> 
nsmamys fMMJ WtMl flrrffla ID 

Florence. Venice and Rome: 

0181 995 9323 

4 BT 4 VIUT sniLi«Z 2 um 


r i 1iaditwadjambtout,'— 
rilUu and agamaeatt 
JPltalji pretties rtgioto. 

REECDUXB BKKHOU UNC 

(09*1)143683 QUOTE I2U 

WCANZE IN TIAliA i 


jicmtpeBtgfcf.MDl? 

01235 824354 

Gtaka 

Um i --*11 "nr ii Tj ■ r i 

UQWB fflx.ic 

uJuTiuL 

-BKccnpieksifcdn. 
Pdirievio^aad^fBBkBHk * 

Avkrarei ^otareK red Mk4 


0\6l 707 8795 


LA BSXA TOSCANA Vary special 
laiwiho ua a a , vtnaa 8 Apts In 8 
wound whartlng matSeval San 
Oknlgnano batar oon Florence 8 
Siena. 1838 txoch. 0181-428- 
9218 

SUNVU. DISCOVERY HaxSXa By- 
drives to Tuscany 8 Umbria. 
Character B8 acam Plus Slcfiy, 
Ukm and Ottos. 0181 8474748 
A(TO ATOL 808. 

TVSGANY/SICtUL Soioct proper- 
ties In excellent locations, pools 
•B. Col Brochure 01 639 431 12D 

ASTAV73S3- 

UWES MOUNTAINS & BEAOCS. 
WWa range of hoteb & aMTcatw- 
tog throughout Etafy hdudhg 
Elba A Skdly at my reasonable 
prices. AMO Ptan 01543 257777 

INVITATION TO TUSCANY RomaiF 
8c cosages andhixurioue uOaa to 
M In soars o( the loveliest areas 
oMtacany Tal lor txtttoura 0121 
4289018 or 0171 80X7111 

A TASTE OF TUSCANY. VIBas, cot- 
tages and apartments. For 
broch ure e cs8 Taflor-mede TOure 
Oil 0181 291 1450 

APUUA / CALABRIA SWy. AOHffl. 
Sarrinto the wonderful South. 
IMqm Truffl houses, castles, 
Agrttourtsm, farms vfBas/poois 
haMs 01884 722193 AITO ATOL 

LAKE OARIM & Maggtore apts 8 
hotels, abo ddaa LMtaa & Mntos 
01329 644405 ATO 

VENICE: VENETIAN APART- 
MENTS has a tango of private 
apts to let Also Florence. Roma, 
Verona. Vanato. Tel: 0181 878 
1130. FBC0181 878 0982. 

rTAur Apt In neariiy vB of Sum. dps 
8. A vaB A yr round fr. £290 as 
tncL Tel: 0181 770 095G pm. 


Cottages 

to Castles 

» Wte 

Gftotce Gof faction 

TUSCANY -UMBRIA 
VENETO-COMO 
NEAPOLITAN RIVIERA 
Viflai ikeprng from 
2 -22 people 
For 1998 Brochure Call 


01622 726SS3 


WALKING In the Fkuenttoe and 
UmbrtM NBa. A4 levels, guided 
or fndependent warm friendly 
hotels, great regional eultone, 
everything arranged tor you. 

Headwater oisoe b 13342 atol 

2412 AITO 

CYCLING down quiet country 
lanes. Just enough exercise to 
•writ up an appetite tor me next 
great meal! Stay at charming 
hotels In Tuscany & Umbria. We 
carry your bags. Headwtear 
01 606 81 3342 ATOL 241 2 AITO 


I tain 


Etcnpr lAr mj u atrramveh oar 
icwpr navfr of rural fambuan. 

carntnoUkawOipootiand 
ecp g.trrr small heteis t* ompotti 
bcaamiueM^Mohdxlaaol 
UaUm neflexOie ’Wadentf' 
hokrltrys ad Mitor-rwidf cpriani. 

0181 995 9323 

ABTA VISIT ATOt. 1*21 Afro 


SAVEonTRAVEL INSURANCE 

mum jtttw m wt fw mrm 

iiELOi 


WORLDWIDE 


01892 83 33 38 

' ^ r 


SYDNEY - MELBOURNE 




Q 01420-88380 or 0171-287 5559 


OFFICIALLY APPOINTTD^OOilf73«ACENT 


Seif Catering UK 


HOSEASONS 

Country 

cottages 


Aauda-air 


WORLD WIDE FUGHTS AT 
COMPETITIVE PRICES 

0845 6077737 

cr see your local traod agent 


HO CHI MINH 


GLOBAL FLIGHTS 



ere e»«a 


RMdBfUSA Cite CBttxsn 


Overseas Travel 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NEW ZEALAND SOUIN AMERICA 
CWB8BW FAR EAST 
MIDDLE EAST AFRICA 

THRIFTWAY 
M TRAVEL 

££0171 -4901490 13 


Hand-pkied cottage* throughout 
Britain. Coastal, riverside and 
countryside kicanaiu. Some with 
swimming pools, ^mes rooms. 
Free colour brochure. 


V 

Phone 0:502 502 603. Queti CJS2:e T --V- 

i-l 



W/-mr\r 


Pets Welcome 


HOSCASONS 

Country 

COTTAGES 



UK Travel 


ITALY 


SE MALLORCA - BeoutHul tiTO-tep 
Ftoea Sos-Vlews (5km BeachosJ 
3 beds, 2 baths, grdn. poel.Tel: 
0034 71 562326 Fax: 0034 71 
842218 

CATALONIA/COSTA BRAVA Bast 
eelectien sett catering villas 8 
apartments with pods S hotels. 
Spanish Harbour 01 17 986 0777. 

COSTA BRAVA/ DORA DA Vilas 8 
apts many wUi pools. Sunsetod 
ABTA V727B Brochure 0161 707 
B794 



FUGHTS EATS 



Me 


0990 239904 


RED ROSE COTTAGES Lancs. 
Close pretty vfliages, country- 
side. heritage 8 coast. 01200 
427310 


‘Don’t forget 
;* to mention \ 
v The Independeni 
•JjWhen replying 
‘>tJO adverts 


IT'S THT 

ONLY 

Brochure 

YOU'LL NEED 


Ov er 4.0 00 quality cottages 
lorfwose fnwi thro ughuu t 
Britain from fRc 

week aid £80 per 5hort 

0*^** P« property. 


01455 852505 


AUSTRIA 


TUSCANY BaauWul farmhouses CAfi ac CANTABRICAS - collage 
w tosrt amlno ports. Stoop 4.1 a hrttosyatabaaudtolunsprtnN.6 

AurttoUeJrtyASeptambeeFrem w. Spate 8 Portugal. CaB: 01223 

ESOOpnt tel: 0181 255 4825 328721 AITO 

I dnoi'n I SPAfN-SITCES 20 mine Barcelona. 

opain | g a b to period house with gtto, 

100m beach. Tri: 00 34 3 
89*6573. 




■VllUi \ 
•APUTHEBTS 

*5 sw ihjiei 


l e mang a I'wmis 

Brick Airanp Rights IB NOKIA 

3 or 4 NlgMa 5 Star Hyatt Hotel 
tocLBreofeteats- Flights 

mttrenalsre from £208 tnc. 

lj“5Ss. 

Pidagn whb 

Mmtallatoiln 

l 0181 397 6411 ) 


ANOALUCIA. The Mantecaiffio 
Hotel & Crtl Resort. S star luxury 
Hotel A A pM t w en to In a Beautfri 
location 10 irtnutas (ram Jerez 
Canto. Cal Banrel Letauro 0181 
397 4411. ABTA V201X ATOL 
2146 

MAJORCA. 3 bad apt. luporb soa 
vtows. AveB May 00 347 143 8J89 

AN DA LUCIA : Three romantic cot- 
tegoa to olive 8 lemon grave 
between Granada & saa. Pool. 
Peace, tefc 01564 7B2321 

VINTAGE SPAIN: Country housoa 
with pools to unspoilt areas ol 
Osalunya andAndakich. 01954 
281431 ATOL Z787 AfTO AST* 


JIME5CAPE HOLIDAYS! 


Turkey 


Except At mahatreoa wtr* oar 
wdyw "« |C of rural 
*SIm private pooh and 
Pbuimrflnlbit 
’Wmafirrfigf’ profjawne. rpraal 
ttaexrxt hoUdoji. guUt rrwiriv 
•ulhualmlctyhnkx 

0181 995 9323 

*1*71*71 CTOL I vo AITO 


Travel 

Advertising | 

also 

appears 

on 

pages 

4, 5, 7, & 9. 


' "Don’t foi^t 
to mention"... 
The Independent \ 

' .when replying : : 
-Jo adverts / • 



, . 1 ''■-♦J 


/DISCOUNTS TOR 

COUPLES 

“ PETS FOE! 

g * nrr* * 


F°R C R f E Cx‘°r r L b ' OChUrC 

0500 

"7491 47^- 

w ^.P'I).CD.ufc 


ACTIVITY HOLIDAYS tor FamOn. 
Cougtea, Singles and Groups. 
gORN ACTIVITIES 0H32 

SUFTOUJCYCLE BREAKS. Qual- 
ity holidays with fufl baokuo. 
Wends or longer. BrochTw4« 

ORAWN CARAVAN HOU- 

wrartto. Survival. Dry Stone 

Stands, 

ACTWTCS 01432 S300B3. 

CWUSREN CHALLENGED at Mui 

MBJ5SS 

WfONHfflJQAys^s 

rtda. i to 4 stall mjlo. 

01708 814554. “° ph0nK 

ssasSSS? 


01756 702200^ 


English Country 

Cottages .. 

An uniuv aujd ■ 
chon* in tnjiaxxTt 
fawd iew areas. 

|WBft99D) 851111 

MMj yAUOTC ETiH WHrt 


wiwiMBM.'iisja; 


+ frvhw wtereMt 


0175$ 

lZ02225, 


sykes cottages 


j. . . T^- '"“WMBona, iiw 
_T rtltaD » , «6M 0 ors.8»xd H s. 

^LrieLTtiePHk 

;^j^^OIM43Sroo 
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In the 
land of 

orchids 


A day trip to a tropical rainforest? It’s easy if 
you go to Kew, as Harriet O’Brien found out 
when she talked to the Palmer family 


A serious place, and scriouslv good 
fan: the Royal Botanic Gardens at 
Kew present a satisfying package. 
The fact that this is a pface of im- 
portant scientific research and con- 
servation (with a -staggerins 
collection of more than 40.000 Jtf- 
ferem living plants') is pan of the 
pleasure of coming here. 

There’s no need lor Kew to 
pander to its visitors with Millen- 
nium Dome- like theme park ele- 
ments - the trees, plants and hoi 
. houses are in themselves spectacu- 
lar and intriguing. 

The only problem is where to 
start. Even when there isn't much in 
leaf or bloom outside, there’s an 
enormous variety of life to see in- 
doors, much of which will have part- 
icular appeal to children: lhe 
Evolution House, showing the story 
of plant development over 3.500 mil- 
lion years: the Princess of Wales Con- 
servatory, where JO different 
climates are regulated, and where 
marine life can be seen in a number 
of aquaria: the Temperate House, 
with its leas and citrus trees; and. of 
course, the Palm House, dating 
from 1S44 - a magnificent arrange- 
ment of wrought iron and glass 
arching over a rich abundance of 
tropical vegetation and. on the lower 
floors, more fish and marine plants. 
.,ln addition, Kew’s Orchid Festival, 
showing at a variety of locations in 
the gardens, is on display until 29 
March. 

The visitors 

Sally Palmer, a social worker, took 


her children Christopher. 10. Kath- 
erine. nine, and George, seven. 

Sally: Kew is very good value if you 
spend .some time here - it's not a 
place just to dip into quickly. There's 
so much, you hardly know where to 
begin. We wanted to look mainly at 
tropical plants because of school pro- 
jects on rainforests, so we concent- 
rated on the Princess of Wales 
C onscrvaioiy and the Palm House. 

Quite apart from the plants, the 
architecture at Kew is stunning, es- 
pecially the Palm House. It’s such a 
fine example of great Victorian en- 
gineering - the walkway at the top, 
with its wonderful aerial views, is a 
particularlyguod feature, in fact, for 
me. the Palm House is a far more 
pleasurable building than the 1986 
addition of the Princess of Wales 
Conservatory, however cleverly that 
has been designed lo regulate num- 
erous different climates. 

We came to Kew mid-week, 
which was perfect: there were no 
crowds, everyone was very good- 
natured. and Lhe children had ample 
space to wander around among the 
plants. 'They came away with an over- 
all impression - and enthusiasm - 
rather than in-depth botanical 
knowledge. And on a cold, windy day. 
they certainly appreciated what a 
humid, tropical climate feels like. 

George: It was lovely coming here- 
on a dreary day and going to the trop- 
ical places - you get really warmed 
up. And the food was very good at 
the Orangery restaurant. 
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Katherine, George and Christopher Palmer make for the Palm House Photos; Nico/a Kurtz 


IN THE HOTHOUSE 


Other spectacular glasshouses to 
visit include those in: 

Birmingham Botanic Gardens, 
Birmingham (0121-454 I860). 

Open 9am-5pm Mon-Sat, 10am- 
5pm Sun. Adults £3.80. children 
£2.10 

Wancasia, Swansea (01792 474555). 
Open Tues-Sun, from 1 0am to 
5pm. Entrance: adults £1.70. 
children £ 1 . 

The Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Inverlerth Row. Edinburgh (0131- 
552 7171 ): open daily 9. 30am -5 pm, 
entrance is. free. 

Tatton Parit, Knutsfbrd, Cheshire 
(01565 654822). Tues-Sun, II am- 
5pm (last admission 3pm). 


Admission to the park £3 per car 
- a further charge is made for 
entrance to the gardens: adults 
£2.80, children Cl .80 (special 
rates for National Trust 
members). 

Wallington. Cambo. Morpeth, 
Northumberland (01670 774283). 
The house itself is currently 
dosed but the grounds are open 
to the public from 1 0am to 4pm 
daily. The “season" starts in 
April, when entrance to the 
house and grounds costs £4.80 
(£12 family ticket), grounds only, 
£2.80; children half price. 

National Trust members enter 
free of charge. 


1 liked the Princess of Wales 
Conservatory best; the cacti there are 
fascinating - some are spiky’, some 
hairy, some flat, some thin. Some 
even just lie flat along the ground. 
Wc also spent some time looking at 
the fish ponds and tanks in this 
glasshouse - it was very colourful. I’d 
like to come again. 

Katherine: 1 liked the orchids in lhe 
Princess of Wales Conservatory - the 
whole place looked really pretty. And 
there was a display of bubbling mud 
there which was fun. I liked the fish, 
too - all you expect to see are 
plants and then you think, “Oh 
great, fish as well." They made it all 
seeifi much more real. 


I learnt a lot by looking, but there 
arc notices as well that teach you a 
hit. like what shape palms can be. I 
liked the cacti best - there were so 
many different kinds: some are tiny, 
some humungous. My favourite was 
one with white spikes that looked 
blue in some lights. 

Christopher: The best glasshouse 
for arrangements was the Princess of 
Wales Conservatory. There were so 
many beds ol exotic plants - really 
exotic. 

I hadn't realised there were such 
different shades of green. It was 
amazing to see so many varieties of 
trees, plants and flowers - furry, 
spiky, even plasticky. And the flowers 


had such good colours: they really 
stood out. The fish were fine, but I 
didn't think they were the point of 
the garden. They blended in well with 
the background. 

The Palm House was very big. 
There were interesting containers for 
Lhe plants, depending on size: flower 
pots, barrels, huge plastic pots. Some 
palms had red stalks, some were very, 
very talk some tiny. The big bamboos 
were really interesting - if it's hot they 
grow at least lm every day. They had 
cut away a section on one bamboo 
so you could see inside. It was hol- 
low. You can climb some spiral 
steps to look at the big plants from 
on top. There was a thin balcony run- 
ning around the big greenhouse 


and at the other end another set of 
steps, and it was fun looking down 
from there. 

Kew is a brilliant place to visit I’d 
tike to come back, especially in the 
summer - if it's a sunny day there'll 
be wonderful flowers outside as 
well as indoors. 

The deal 

The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, 
Richmond. Surrey (018J-332 5000) 
is a short walk from London's Kew 
Underground station (for the Vic- 
toria Gate) or Kew Bridge railway 
station (for the Main Gate). There 
is a car park beside the Brentford 
Gate. 

Opening hours: daily 9.30am- 


430pm. The glasshouses dose before 
the gardens; for exact times, call 
0181-9401171. 

Admission: adults £5, concessions 
£330, children £230 (a variety of 
Biends' membership or season tick- 
et are also available) 
Refreshments: two restaurants, the 
Orangery and the Pavilion, serve rea- 
sonably priced hot food and snacks. 
There is also a bakery near the Brent- 
ford Gate and a coffee shop at the 
Victoria Gate. 

Toilets: are well signposted and 
cater for those in wheelchairs. 
Shops: serious plant books as well 
as (non-kitsch) Kew mementos can 
be bought at the Orangery shop or 
the bigger shop at Victoria Gate. 


Birmingham waterfront wins 
well-deserved acclaim 

Cared-for canals alleviate the surrounding architectural grief, says Simon Calder 



Cyprus, watch out. According to 
Judith Chalmers on Wednesday 
evening. Birmingham's city-centre 
waterfront attracts even more visitors 
than the Mediterranean island's 
2 million a year. 

But on Thursday morning, a 
survey conducted from the Broad 
Street bridge suggested a level of 
touristic activity rather lower than 
Lamaea, Paphos and Limassol put 
together. 

Only a chnrL, though, would deny 
the success of the regeneration that 
this week won the UK prize in British 
Airways’ Tourism for Tomorrow 
* awards. The chair man of the judging 
1 ^ panel, David Bellamy, said: “The city- 
centre canal waterfront has been 
transformed from an underused 
derelict area to a thriving focus for 
recreation, leisure and tourism." 

The centre-piece of the 
development, Brindley Place, is 
named after the 18 ih-cemuiy 
engineer who placed Birmingham at 
the hub of England’s canal system. 

His work was amplified in the early 
19th century by Thomas Telford, 
whose cast-iron footbridges still make 
an imprint amid the redevelopment. 


He finished work on the project 
just as the railway revolution was 
gening under way, whereupon the 
canal system began a painfully 
extended decline. 

lb recognise the scale of the 
achievement, you need not look far 
beyond the Gas Street Basin for other 
examples of “underused, derelict 
areas". 

As most of the world’s great rifles 
recognise, water is essential for 
flourishing urban life. Cared-for 
canals add significant light and space 
to Birmingham, moderating the 
architectural grief in which much of 
the city centre wallows. 

A handsome city has been 
involved in a terrible road accident, 
the calamity being the construction 
of the most dehumanising road 
network of any British city centre. 

You discover Lhis when trying to 
find your way from New Street 
railway station to the Waterfront. 
Before the city was signed away - 
lock, stock and Bull Ring - to the 
motor car, you could cover the half- 
mile in a sprightly 10 minutes. 

Today's tourist must battle through 
a system of underpasses and barriers 


that look as if they were designed by 
Escher in collaboration with Kafka. 

The persecuted pedestrian's 
reward is more than just Brindley 
Place - a mock-warehouse in 
supermarket redbrick, whose main 
attraction for me is the Balli House. 

The area includes the National 
Indoor Arena and the International 
Convention Centre, where, in May. 
the Eurovision Song Contest and the 
GS Summit wilJ be in unfamiliar 
proximity. (Cyprus can't boast that.) 

On the other side of Broad Street, 
the canal splays our into a wedge of 
water, where more of the original 
brickwork has survived. 

One lost thing: the most 
frequently quoted “fact" about 
Birmingham is that it has more miles 
of canal - 32, to be prerise - than 
Venice. Given the industrial history 
and sheer size of Birmingham, it 
would be surprising if the city of ring 
roads did not boast a higher number 
of artificial waterways than the city 
of Canaletto. 

But the view from the Bridge of 
Sighs is more beautiful than the 
Broad Street bridge: Venice has 
solved the car problem. 


APRIL IN VENICE 
& THE DAZZLING ADRIATIC 

8-day cruise from£395 

k . 


Fly from Heathrow on 3 British 
scheduled seat configured a,r !F”!* 

Venice for a 7-mght cruise visiting vem« 

cru ising through the islands off the DaJmd 

coastto Dubrovnik. the'Peaf 

at the incredible tariff from . 

looking for an experience that will 

your senses, and you are not a ^ K , f J^"§ 

yourselftoanareathathasjustifiabh^ 

its right to be considered one ol "*g 
beautiful in the world, then this c 
surely for you. , 

Our cruise of the Dalmatian 
crjUTsetoTOughhundredsot glands fro 
ice to Pula, and on to Cn kvcniL<? an 
Plitvice lakedistrict, the KrirnaU-VChf^^ 
and National Park. Roman Spit. J 

the Benedictine monastery islanrfo* 
the island of Korcula - birthplace ol . 
Polo, the spectacular waterfall* at Kria - 
finally back to Venice. 

THE MV DALMATIA 
tinder the management superN'ision, _ , 

assoriattvsinSwiteerlandtiiensurehigh 



anjc of service, the vessel oxneseepupped wth the latest 
^ijcationaJ aids, stabilisers, saiety certified Solas 
"hfHVand vras refurbished in 1997. displaces 5. 650 tons, 
with satellite communijations. one sitting restaurant. 

fitness centre, laundry, entertainment ounfr 
*2, brimming pool. There are 142 cabins all with 
jSiite facilities spread over 5 decks andshe is fully air- 

conditioned. 


DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

Saturdays ■ per pmon malvnpiabin 

April 10*. JS.25- May 2,9. 16 
Run of the ship tariff for inside cabins: £395 
Run of the ship tariff for outside cabins: 

Lower Deck£495. Main Deck£595. 
tipper Deck £695. Promenade Deck. £795. 

-Fndjyiit-rvirliirr- 3 night duration 

I net a riot a.' return (lvJhti.aH rraruj»<rtJjun,UKdepurlurf w*. 
port ctursu. 7-nijjhl crab* no lull board, jervict* nf local 
duidus. Kbt bdadcd'lrrol rrisurancr, Hiu..9v«t'ciKur<luns 
UurcUTTHrt Condi lions orUwAin^ uva Uhlt i«i mjutsl islull 
applyluall rewrital mm. 

0171-6161000 

0 

VOYAGESJUIES VERNE 
21 Dorset Squote, London MW \ 

TwcrPnniMiumsUd. .UTAH AS I ATuL.vtil) 
Internet httpuVwvrw .vjv .co. ulc 
ouirdrieisjrfiiftfnMnnilSyioFnJiylnHr rtuniuopin crnlul 
»mrlitnit.ini*l«jl»iivre«T«ijH»irfniniwiam lidUuVni For 
prrti'fBlvislicacw nrik* hnunarr'katti (■'fijuTi cevkisys 


TRAVEL: UK 


Short Breaks 


Devon & Cornwall 



Co vwti 


UK fHORT BREAK* 
FAMILY OFFER* 

ENJOY T NIGHT HAIF BOARD 
FOR A FAMILY OF FOUR FROM ONLY £80 

BOURNEMOUTH £85* 
ST ANDREWS £80* 
TORQUAY £85* 
LONDON £132 

FOR MORE DETAILS & MORE DESTINATIONS 
CALL OUR BOOKING HOTLINE 

0990 134850 

uui ora mi 9u-sr«. sin iB«nni, «an*n til urn tu-m 

O I ® 




Mob Ami » bleed on J dab aH 2 cWM (onto U 1 flunr« i tom Litres In 
toUiCf art KmM tm® mi anUtas m. bomb In KuMm HMOys l* Sm*. Swfc 
trocxnrc. *omi»cni Ma te mxt Lndt W murag e d n neUet (Jtu QOL 

Sailing Schools 

HAMBLE SCHOOL 
OF YACHTING 

All RYA courses both Theory and Practical 
Sailing Yachts and Motor Cruising 
Offshore Racing and Fastnet Package 
Skippered and Bareboat Charter 
Corporate Events and Management Training 
Tel: 01703 452668 Fax: 466687 

entail: tidtionJiamOis®pop3liniray^OJik 
Website: WNJiatnnlraL»iA/hainblesehenl 


TO S-iiL frofekly; 
FL'M IVT7H 15 


Expert and pattern tuition 
indayboata anti topped 


itjjLi' 

■Sx <Sif Ctxrfiei 1 

•Hoftfay or Cerffioif Couoej 
1 imten Iran ORhl yi»5 oid 




Headly local 

pufal 

For a ft ti riiup 
Tel: 01752-872-375 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY: Surrey/ 
Hama. Lux boats. (012SG1 
703891. 

BRITAIN’S BEST Salt Dr** Na- 
rowboat Hoflctaytt widest choice. 
BeBtoewre Wty weicomo. Tel 
01 BOS 610097. 

LAZY DAYS AFLOAT. AwarO-wIn- 
ntng canal boats through cxn 
Britain. Early booking offers. For 
Brochure 7M: ptgt) 4468809. 


Special Interest 


PAINTING A POTTERY HOLIDAYS, 
Gourmet Coojdng. cratta, pno- 
Ksmpiiy. DocoraBve Intertam. 
Woodvrort, and Qaitfan D«rfnn 
Waekeiub. ACOflN ACTIVITIES 
01432 B30D63. 

MURDER MYSTERY WEEKENDS. 
Oder 5 WHm -testing. Uedevol 
SanopMM,St«&HBnWeaiiaMl& 
acorn ACTTvmea oiaaa 
890083. 


Channel Islands 


I CORNISH WELCOME COTTAGES. 

1998 best ever full colour 
. brochure. 01758 702201 
I A FINE SELECTION of COOBOU on 
both coasts of Cornwall and on 
Scffly. Brochure iron Cflmteh Tre- 
CDMnal Cottages. (0960) 134967. 
7 day personal service tan-Bpm. 

| BEER, Devon & Dorset Over 150 
tptftity properties In coast & 
country locations, dean Banian 
Cottage Holidays. 01297 20073 

. t2«*»s). 

1 FREE COLOUR GUIDE to lhe 500 
best value cottages M Devon 
, (012711378322 

[ DEVON Specialists. Choose tram 
over 430 cottages. Oiass 852505 
, (UC202I 

[ CORNWALL SpedaDsta. Choose 
from over 350 cottages. 01455 
852505 (UC2Q5) 

1 DEVON CONNECTION; luxury 
houses, cottages. TeMt548 500 

[ CORNWALL AND DEVON 300 oA- 
[ages throughout (01752) 

. 2HJ71T. 

1 SUBERB COUNTRY COTTAGES. 

In heart ol countryside, near see 
. AvaBebtenowW. 01603 220333. 
FOWEY I POLRUAN Chartning 
vratarelde cottages. Superb 
views. Centra heating. CHngMes 
actable. Peu wticome. QI5T9 
. 344067 

ABSOLUTELY gorgeous , 

on country estarenr sea, open 
Mea Tbt 01603 26383B. 

| PORT ISAAC, beaches 15 mins. 
Traditional 17C cottagan on 
peaceful farm nr Bodmin Moor. 
testefUBy equipped, heeteo, rtd- 
tng awalablB. tet 01208 B51500. 


CHANNEL ISLES 
SPRING BREAKS 

GUERNSEY 


East Anglia 

[ NORFOLK / SUFFOLK'S Welcome 
Cottages. 1996 colour brochure. 

. 01756702206 

| AMAZING vahre East Angfta cot- 
ages. New 106 page colour 

, brochure. 01 T5BT0224O 
NORFOLK/ Suit oft a/c properties 
quaUyef keen prices. No charge 
tat pete. Coast & Country HoO- 
days. 01953 604460 Fm 604605 


Isle of Wigjit 




An! 


iSe79 

DBWnMES EVERY ttiW* 

Now -30 April («wA Easter] 

• Supeib HouteExnfcn Utmaat 

+ FREE tea S coBw 

• teta you osm car - Ofay G49.00 



| MARCH SPECIAL 

3 Mj^as &om £ 79 . 

Bad, BmakU and Evening MeeL 
lags uatM hotel, enMafriMnL 
tadnor paN, Jacazti. sun. 

* FREE CAR FERRY • 
Sandringham Hotel Seafront, 
Sandown. Isle of Wight 
Telephone: 01063 406055 
3 nights April from CB9 


for Brochure , 

0181-980 7244 

Hcuw lTOrtrana5.Esl*r«ji 

•Nor feMriapvnuwfei* | 

JERSEY BOOK Obect and saw 
SSfU, 40 pages of hotels to suit 
every neod by aea a air. Call 
intend Sun Direct Res; 01708 
628311 a Brochure 01703 
828386. We guarantee you cant 
buydvMpet 


SELF-DRIVE 
SHORT BREAKS 

ISLE OF WIGHT 




AM 

41*3 


Cotswolds 


CCfTSWOUJS Spectofists. Choosel 
hnot aver 160 cottages. 01455 
BS2220 (UC106) 


3 

P - . 

or^L Si 

departures every day 

• hnocamlcseavwwtanalnMBt 

• Urojrya* Hotel (RAC) 

• AH roonwBMdfc w^h colcur 
TViFRBEteaAoartBe 

• M phew feKfiMeFRS Car Rvy 

Phone for Brochure 

0181-080 7844, 

a hmnwce PBS - Esantial { 


Dorset 


BOURNEMOUTH. Quiet country 
hse style lax spans In supeib 
lawn centra loo. No children. 
Open a* yc 01202 296775. 

DORSET FISHERMAN'S COT- 
TAGE. On ChesR beech, Portland. 
Stoops 4/6. Cl 60- 025 pw. 
tedudee ch. Early Spring breaks 
bttm 999 far 3 nights. Also larger 
cottage available. July and 
August only. Excellent touring 
centres. Broctarre: 01305 770995. 

NR U1LWORTH COVE, 17c 
thatched con. sips 2. edge at 
hsatfl. From £155pw. Tot 01305 
B53B21. 


The Lake District 


LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME Cm- 
tagee. 1996 colour brochure. 
01756 702208 

EDEN Yours ID (flscoMt. England's 
Green A Pteaaant Land In tto 
Heart ol 2 National Parke 
ILakas/Dales}. Free accomod^- 
KUV guide. Eden Tburtem 01271 
336067 

HIUJNWAJTE HOUSE, Wtoder- 
mora, Thombarrow Road, over- 
(ooking lake. Ail room eneuite 
(Some with Jacuzzi baths) Satel- 
«a TV, teameMng, Sauna, Tyto 
Staam Room and Iwmad Indoor 
pool eotoly lor our guess' use. 2 
nights, & course Dinner BAB 
btcLVAT only £96, 3 nights only 
C13a Brochure: 015394 43836 

APARTMENTS AND COTTAGES. 
Bownera Ambterido rural south 
Wws.'RsBtet Board commended. 
Bcnmese Holidays D1&1 7963896 


Northumbria 


SUPERB cottages. Northumbria. 
Torti Dales, Lakes, Peaks. Sykes 
Cottages 01244 34S7O0. 

www.ptta.co. ulwrykee 


. The Peak District 


“PEAK COTTAGES. - Quality s/c 
eccom In Derbyshire Doing A 
Peaks. Brochure 01 142 620777. 
PEAK DISTRICT Specialists 
Chooee from over 2S0 cottages 
01455BS2S05(LIC2MJ 


Scotland 


l" CONSULT THE EXPERTS - 1 

|Over 2.000 self-catering 

pit ^erties in all areas 

luxury bouses to 

ao ^ cooages- 
Write or 
phone for 
.brochure: 


30 Frederick Si. 
Edhihuiph EH2 HR 

SCOTLAND’S WELCOME Cot- 

tages. I960 colour brochure. 
Phone now n 01756 702213 
COTTAGES, HOUSES & Lodges. 
Over 180 In South ScottereLFor 
ten colour brochure cab G M 

„ 'IJwmwn a Co. IH566 504030 

SCOTLAND SpectoSsts. Chooee 
mm over 550 cottages. 01465 
852505 (LNCaOi) 9 ^ 
PHETTY STONE COTTAGE In qulei 
purrdreteshtoe conservation vfl. 
tege. Sl^tLg garden. STB 
hn gg r wmi ended 5 Crowns, 

ISLE OF MULL Tobermory. Lux 
bungalow, sips a. Avail for foil, 
saoopw. Brochure b1EB8 


HEMDEAN ISLE OF JURA Com- 

isaisswssa 

surroundings. Bird watching, 
sandy beach. Tat D 17 W HS 0274 . 


Shropshire 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS Geor- 
gian country house experience, 
near Ludlow. DBM for 3 m Irom 
EWLColour Broctt 01SS4 923209 


Sussex 


SEDLESCOMBE. Brtckwafl Hotel 
Batsta. 1600 Tudoi ManoL 2 night 
brtes ESOpp DBSB 3rd nt accom 
tree, pay E30 only lor dinner & 
tareeldasL —AAA & RAC rest, 
award 91-97. 01424 670253. 


Wales 


WALES HOLIDAYS 

for Self-catering 
in Wtues 

S55tpSrya«2£w 
«« farmhouses 


SPRING BREAKS 
AVAILABLE NOW _ 
hapVA*vrw.«ahaJio5dayvcoaik 


01686 625267 


ft 


A superb selection ol quabty 
character cottages in the 
Pembrokeshire Coast National 
Park. All properties furnished 
to Hie highest standards. 

Phone w»w fee ftt! cokier brochure 

01239-881397“r 


B RECON BEACONS. Over 100 b/c 
cottages some sleep up to 
SOUaiy tone than C250 per weak 
NQh saasoa 01874 676446. 
ANGLESEY. SNOWDONIA, Ueyn. 
Menal HoBctey Cottages lor 2 Jo. 
Brochure 01245 71713S 
WALES SpedaBste. Choose trom 
Mf 3T0 cottages. 01465 B525D5 
(UC2Q3) 

N. WALES IflOO coUagea Me 
Mam’s, Shaw’s. Snowdonia 
Tburirt. 01758 701 702. 
SNOWDONIA Coestene Ueyn 
C»M and country ct* 
tages « fannhousas. Neiyn hoU- 
deys 01756 720674 
GOWER SEA A COUNTRY Idyllic 
fluesttamae. Enautte 
OB&B£2T.Ucbar 4- Uci 
or Hat nr sea. Broch 


STOP COLLECTING 

hrochures. stait coHecangmefn- 
□rtes. 450 luxury cottages voted 
B«a in Wales' wtm a welcome 
aswarmosttieaunahlne. Cobsm 

au p — — * 

BEAMED SEASIDE COTTAGE 
Bower Peninsula. Beautilul 
beaches, fctvety caountrysltls. Sips 
7. Games room. Character A mod 

Cona Book now: 01827 383460, 


^^itohfre&Tbe Dales | 


lathe 


Yorkshire Dates. York. Coast. 
Mows, Peak& Lake District 

Ore^wstilriMa^cdtegiilftte 

QrpkansteanrlriyftKhaadlndMre. 

n (01756) 700872 

. fMaiy Cottages YbriEWreUi , 



DALES BEAUTIFUL REN NOVATED 
Stone Bants. Sleep 4 to 17, pets 
welcome, brochure 0800854309, 
NORTH YORK moors Nat Ftatr over 
150 holiday cotta. In Robto Hoods 
Bay, Whitby & Scarborough. 
01723376777 

SUPERB cottages. Yoria Otaea. 
Northumbria. Lakes, Peaks. 
Sykes Cottages 01244 345700. 


YORK OVER 2ti« oH 2 star 
Howorth Court Hotel. Car pak. 
tag, Broch, W. 01904 425156 
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lO/OUTDOORS 


When the country 



(it 


NATURE NOTE 


was set alight 


On Thursday evening 5,000 beacons .blazed across Britain. 

Duff Hart-Davis fans the flames of dissent from a myriad bonfires 


All we wanted for our beacon bonfire was a dear 
evening. What we got was low doud and thick Scotch 
mist driven in from the west by a blustering wind. 
So instead of being able to see over the Severn es- 
tuary and the Rarest of Dean to the Black Mount- 
ains, we had a view of only two or three miles. 

No matter. Few of the 5, 000-odd sites that blazed 
up all over the country on Thursday night can have 
been more spectacular than outs, on the western- 
most point of Uley Bury, a promontory from the 
Cotswold escarpment high over the Berkeley Vale. 

Here, 3^00 years ago, Iron Age men built a fort 
to defend themselves against invaders from Wales, 
reinforcing the steep slopes with ramparts of earth 
which remain to this day. Here, in the early centuries 
of the Priori era, Ro mans made a race track along 
the rim of the hill, and local riders still gallop their 
horses round the grass circuit. 

As dusk came on, and lights shone out in the plain, 
dark figures began to loom over the ramparts as 
people walked up from the village. 400ft below. Not 
least among them was the bearded Bodger White, 
who lives in a tent in nearby woods, and arrived bear- 
ing a placard that proclaimed his intention of con- 
tinuing to defy the local council. 

The combustible pyramid which we bad created 
was - though I say it myself - a fine construction. 
Its heart was a half-ton, rectangular bale of linseed 
straw, dried-out but still containing useful quantities 
of ofl. On top of that was pfled brushwood and sev- 
eral hundredweight of off-cuts from a joinery, plus 
a few old doors, the odd pallet, a superannuated gate 
and a garden table eaten to die bone by donkeys. 

Next came the remains of the pier at Weston- 
super-Mare - hefty, 9ft-by-3ft pine planks, wed sea- 
soned with red anti-fbuling painL Finally, in a teepee 
shape outside them, stood several dozen long thin 
poles, all dead and well seasoned, dragged down out 
of the surrounding woods over the past few days. 

The assembly of material had not proceeded with- 
out a hitch. The story of how the planks from Weston 
pier reached Uley Brewery must await another day. 
Suffice it to say that they had lain against the re- 
taining wall of the yard for eight years, and when 
we moved them die wall collapsed, nearly killing one 
of our helpers. Next the brewery wagon got stuck 
on the softest part of the Roman racecourse, and 
had not Pas, its owner, driven like Jehu, it would 
have been there for the night. 

Waiting for the off, I thought of the other dis- 
tinguished arsonists standing by to north and south; 


raan 8 stables near Ford; Lord Vestey at Grickley 
Barrow, a prominent crossroads near Northleach, 
and Ttacy, Marchioness of Worcester, at Hawkes- 
buiy Upton, near Yet we had an igniter 

to match any of them - the novelist Joanna Trol- 
lope, as fair and slim as any fire-goddess of antiq- 
uity. 

Our given ignition time was 6-24pm. At 6.22 1 lit 
a brand — a strip of old towel soaked in diesel . oil 
and nailed to the end of a pole. Precisely two min- 
utes later, as rockets scorched into the sky behind 
her, Joanna rammed it into the opening we had left 
in the windward side of the pile. 

For a moment I waited breathlessly, dreading fail- 
ure. Then flame seared up through the centre of the 
heap - and away it went. In seconds we had a blaze 
so violent that the storm of sparks whirling off down- 
wind looked like the tail of the Hale-Bopp comet. 

Shouts began going op as people spotted other 
beacons: a couple on the ridge across the valley, half 
a dozen down in the plain. Never mind that we 
couldn't see any in the far distance: the point about 
these dose fires was that everybody could deduce 
whose they were. “That's Coombe’s Grove!” some- 
one cried. “That’s Sbeephouse. That’s Heneage. 
That’s the Lye.” 

Great was the general delight when we saw the 
flashing blue lamp of a fire-engine come speeding 
along the valley road, only to stop, turn and go back 
on its tracks. We assumed that the crew had become 
confused by the multiplicity of potential targets. 

Round our own roaring monster all was merri- 
ment. CSxas the Brewer liberally dispensed pints of 
Uley ale from a nine-gallon barrel, and struck up 
the occasional ditty on a squeeze-box. Ron and Mar- 
garet, from the village shop, handed out sizzling hot 
dogs from their portable barbecue. Children riot- 
ed on the grass, and growrHips gossiped happfly, mes- 
merised by the ever-chan ging patterns of the fire. 

Perhaps it was because the talk turned to woad, 
and the possibility of regenerating the plants which 
gave Ancient Britons their blue dye; perhaps it was 
because, with all these signal fires sending messages 
across the valley, we had suddenly reverted to an 
era of primitive communications. Whatever the rea- 
son, as I stood back from the throng I felt myself 
suddenly shudder with the feeling that the living were 
surrounded by phantom spectators from the distant 
past, hovering out there in the dark, and I moved 
back closer to the fire. 









. .J. * 

' * 

:.4 " 


Look across any deep Cotswold val- 
ley at this time of year, into the wood 
cm the far side, and your eye is like- 
ly to be taken by a patch of white, 
showing up strongly among the 
bare trees. That bed of snowdrops 
is not merely beautiful — it is 
poignant, too, for it marks the site 
of an old cottage of which all other 


trace has vanished. More durable 
than stone and mortar, the little 
plants have long outlived uot only 
the humans who planted them, but 
their habdtadois too. These far-flung 
colonies are centuries old, and they 
have survived because the plants re- 
produce mostly by drviadh of the 
bulbs, rather than by seeding. 


Some experts believe that snow- 
drops are native to Britain, others that 
they were introduced from warmer 
s ftffy in r raitrnental Europe. Btfaer WSy, 
they have long been seen by the 
Catholic Church as symbols of polity, 
rniri in particular as the emblem of 
Candlemas, the feast of the Purifica- 

tkm of the Virgin Mary. Thehreligk^ 


significance has left many woaasbc 
ruins surrounded by huge drifts. 

It is strange, but perhaps also 
comforting, to reflect that the very 
plants now blooming will still be a 
transient glory of the spring when 
everyone who reads this newspaper 
today is long dead and gone. 

Duff Hart-Dan s 
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Hopefully you won’t need your water wings 
when you go to see the amazing Severn Bore. 
Stand well back as a funnel of water up to two 
metres high surges up the Severn river. The 
bore is caused by extreme tidal differences 
that can happen only at certain rimes of the 
year. High tide follows the bore. Occasionally 
people are cut off by the incoming tide, so be 
careful where you stand or park your car. 

Best viewing places are at Stonebench, 

Over Bridge and Minsterworth, 
Gloucestershire. Big bores are expected on l, 
29 and 30 March. 

For times, call 01743 272828 or 01684 
850951. 

Salty Kindberg 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


CLASSIFIED: INDEPENDENT TRADERS 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


House & Home 


House & Home 


Food & Wine 


We Make Sofas and Sofa Beds 

See your Sofas and Chairs being made 
By Craftsmen and Women 

Choose your Sofa or Chair and Fabric. Leave the rest to ns. 
Made to Measure 

Vast choice of fabrics. AO leading Brand names. Sandersons, Monkwefl, 
Osborne and Little, Liberty and many others. Open 7 days 

Letting, Contract and 
Interior Designers 
Welcome 
Re-Upbolsteiy 
Curtains and 
Divan Sets? 

Certainly! 


Call us now on freefone 

0800 19 19 19 


lililiillllPl 


For a free no obligation quote. 
■ Direct from ihe manufacturer 




i Next day installation available 
nationwide. 
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• Rem oi buy 

• New or 
reconditioned. 


OUTDOOR CLOTHING WINTER SALE!! 

UP TO 25% OFF PRICES IN OUR REGATTA OUTDOOR CLOTHING BROCHURE. 
THESE LOW PRICES ONLY POSSIBLE BY DIRECT MAIL ORDER ALL O/UJERS SENT P05T FREE' 

EXAMPLE: Style m c nauy (u shown! Tbp Quality 380g 
anti-pin fleox jackets were IA4 aep* only EODO past free. 
natflLOO Other fleeces from £2UXL 

^ ■RfeAlso laige range quality waterproof Jackets, many 

Interactive with our Beecra. pbo taftwannen, action 
‘ trooseia,waieipiT>of ovenroiBca etc^ for men, women and 
^ chUdrcn, aQ U knr priool! Phone today tor brochure. 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 24tua 

aiMnp Phone: 07071 223550 

Fax: 01579 351433 

liiiiliijV WTW COUNTRY UFESTYIJB K9H 

r=g 2. BWSr ON ORCHARD. hid 

St MELUON, CORNWALL PLU «Q 

Style Mercmy: Top quality 380£ anU-pfll (kece Jackets were M4 BOW only 03 post free! 


#Don’t1 


'il to mention^ 
tj. The Independent 


AT LAST REAL BACON 
For Real People 


^when replying 
\to adverts 



'Bacon as it used to be." 
Dry-cured (no wafer). 

Oak-emokad, matured, 
unbaflavabto flavour. 
Sliced to your requirements. 
Postal Service. 

For dstato, Maptone (MonSet) 
01794 516003 


For Safes 


For Sales 


Estd ISOOad • 


Wc will boti l any other price of a comparable quality 


Call the FACTORY SHOP at Poetstyle Ltd. 
Unit 1 Rayford Street, Mare SL, 
Hackney, London E8 3SE (Nr Well St) 

1 Tel: 0181 533 0915 2 lines Fax: 0181 985 2953 
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RAINBOW FLOWERS 

6y POST/™™ 

GUERNSEY 


for Birthdays, Thank Yous 
and Anniversaries 


GAIN SAFE ACCESS TO 

EXTRA SPACE 

h i ■ ■ ■ i i i i ii 


LOFT LADDERS 

FUTIj' MM > V wr a w n** . 


1129 




P 4 CXACE DEALT 
3 Soetlen Udder • Light 
20 yards Roorfaoardlng 
ONLY £428,v*t. uud 
SAVE C 58.73 



CAII FREE ON 0300 592551 E§3© 


Cwpotm n art hfeRpt, Kq Mg RM tta| 

■■UManMei tni ei iain ngHiwf o 

ttcoHkn^Qi MtM-rnantiMdL £ 

Q> Unr:iCtyMniHtitticM l pn*tn m 

ba kail tape ltd*! Rt *Mtfn at m hqntE | 

MMVhp^RIMMkOMM, * 

jwl wafer fwhtteftai. £&*•*•!<**: Q 

i w W wi G & W| atiat »mct >n kyy. R Jpt ftsi ftN £ 

r.'Wi tH b w £& MWtl. Wttf. MrtiWC. $ 

B mama i mm — i w m i - i m nw . B 

nwiB.mtiHOVM.DmBigiqii 

emamt v *t An-by tt aft. □ 


100% Cotton 1-strtrt. XL C12M. pSp El .95 per order 
Rosie Nieper.NU, 12 MurMer Road, Teddlngton. 
Middlesex. TW11 9U. « phone 0181 -255 9926. 24hre. 


CARNATIONS MEED COLOURS MEED BOUQUET 


MIXED COLOURS 


CIO 10 Lusmy 

£10.50 

SM 

10 Luxury Carnations & 


CIS 18 Lusmy 

£14.00 


15LnnnyFreeaas 

£14£5 

C24 24 Luxury 

£16.85 




FKEESIAS 


LM 

35 Luxury Cantatiraw ft 


F20 20 Posy 

noAfi 


25 Laxmy Freesias 

£1835 

FL20 20 Laxury 

£1236 

LUXURY SEASONAL BOUQUETS 


PL30 30 Luxury 

£1495 

MS 

Mwlmm 

£1195 

FLSO 50Lnnny 

£1755 

LS 

Large 

£17^ 


PLEASE ADD £1 FOR DECORATIVE RIBBON AND BOW. ADD £5 FOR 
EXPRESS AIRMAIL FOR EUROPE, CANADAAND USA (CARNATIONS ONLY* 

TO ORDER TT 01481 723513 


AH onr flowera are carefully selected and wrapped ia ceDopi 
Hem, your menage, flower nod and vase Hfe instructions- D< 
Ma3 and otnzally takea 24 to 48 bran 


IsbrFlntClMe 


| Item required — 

| Send to 


Ribbon & Bow U | 



| Message 

I Sender ...... 

I Address 

I Tel: 

| Pfeaeemakec 


Arrival Date 

able t# RAINBOW FLOWERS PO BOX 540, 
PORT, GUERNSEY GY1 6HG 




Unusual Gifts 


FREE ^ 

SELE(T10\SI 


SESSIAL t t 
PLLlSlREk 
GLIDE! n 





01635 862100, 


FICTION WRrTERS 

Let us pubfeh. promote 
and martMt yow novel on 
a fee basts. 

Writs tor detals to: 
ntft mice Sake H, 



GENUINE 

BIRTHDAY! 

NEWSPAPERS 



POWER 

F01 

PEDAL 

BIKES! 


V. i 


iNttlMBMr. 


Spoil 


B -oms $| 





When you’re tired of 
pedalling just switch 
on the 

SINCLAIR ZETA 27 
and take tffe 


TbiwwZEfttakn ilriRcfion 

wwa-olwhiBjmjlioit 
lit ZEN 4i iH dw hard wort hr |on. 

0 FITTED IN hNJTES 

0UPTO I4mph 

• SIMPLE TO USE 

0 MA1NTBVANCE FREE 

• 12 MONTHS GUARANTEE 
0 U P TO 3 0 MILES RANGE 

• BATTBTr RECHARGED 
FOR LESS THAN ip 

Hills disappear, 
headwinds vanish 
no more pushing 

wwn OR PHONE NOW 

FOn YOUR nee mooMK 

01933 

979300 

injtunggMourg.ran; we ), 


^mpstmentary bottle of Dows 
Intt Bottled Vintage Port 

a-*, taSSSSESS. 


J 24 HOU^ 

j UVERP °OL U 8DZ . 


0181 688 6323 

1 or cell FJ 5 EE 0500 520 000 


















11/GARDENING 


Kitchen gardeners lose 


Developers' un-green 
fingers are meddling with 
allotment holders' rights, 
reports Anna Pavord 


One of the lesser known acts of Harold Wil- 
son s government in (he Sixties was to appoint 
a Committee oF Inquiry into Allotments. Its 
findings became known as the Thorpe report 
- not the Liberal Thorpe, but a professorof 
geography at Birmingham University 
4 The committee made 44 major recom- 
mendations, none of which was acted on bv 
Wilson s government -or anv subsequent one 
Just as well. -Each site."' said the report 
sternly, “should be subjected to a prolamine 
of landscaping and improvement under the 
guidance of a landscape architect.'' And. “no 
tenant should be permitted to erect any form 
of structure on bis leisure garden without the 
prior approval of the planning authority and 
such approval must cover design, materials, 
size, colour and location." 

Such faith in landscape architects’ Such 
faith in planning authorities! And such evi- 
dent terror of the anarchic free spirit that to 
many people is the whole point of being in- 
volved in allotments: the makeshift fences, the 
sheds run up from old doors and sheets of 
^corrugated iron, the greenhouses lacked to- 
gether with battens and tatters of polythene. 
Scruffy, but resourceful. 

Recycling is a moral imperative now - al- 
most a religion. You don't go to church. You 
go to the bottle bank to gel your weekly shot 
of uplift. But on allotments, recycling has been 
going on since they were invented. Pride here 
comes, not from boasting how much money 
you have spent, but in demonstrating how 
much you haven't. Allotments are part of a 
self-help movement that, in more idealistic 
times, produced the co-operative societies, ihe 
trade unions and the WEA. 

The allotment's finest hour came in the 
Second World War. when 1.75 million plots 
were cultivated under the banner of the “Dig 
for Victory" campaign. On these small pa ret 
e*. allotment holders raised a tenth of all the 
food produced in Britain during the war years. 

Since that peak there has been an inex- 
orable decline in the number of holdings: 
*£5.000 acres in 1960, 58,000 in 1970, 49,000 
in 1980. A major survey recently completed 
by the National Society of Allotment and 
Leisure Gardeners shows that the present lev- 
el marks a dramatic drop to 25.416 acres. The 
current obsession with health and fitness and 
the sort of food that we are putting in our 
stomachs has evidently not manifested itself 
as a rush to allotment sites, to a grow-your- 
own culture. Simpler to buy organic vegetables 
scrubbed and wrapped at Waitrosc, and re- 
solve the health question with a jog round the 
park. 

Under the Smallholdings and Allotments 
Act of 1908, local councils have a statutory 
duty to provide allotments where there is a 
demonstrable demand for them. These statu- 
tory sites are supposed to have protection in 
law. If a council wants to turn an allotment 
site into a building site, which many of them 
do. they are supposed to get approval from 



Patch work: there are 7,796 allotment sites in England 


Photograph: teyte Brimacombe 


the Secretaiy of Slate for the Environment. 

The Government tried to lose this safe- 
guard in the verbiage of the 1980 Local Gov- 
ernment Planning and Land Bill. Fortunately 
it was retrieved. But the central problem re- 
mains. Allotment sites, which at the begin- 
ning of the century were perhaps on the fringes 
of cities, are cow prime development sites. 
Once they have been turned into car parks, 
or slip roads or offices, they cannot return to 
the spade. The 68 residents of the Hazel Grove 
Allotments in Stockport have been fighting 
a long-running battle against the super- 
market giant Tesco, which wants to cover their 
carefully tilled plots with another giant super- 
store. 

Councils (or, in the Stockport case, Tesco) 


may offer alternative sites to allotment hold- 
ers, but these arc often farther away from 
where people live. To be used properly, allot- 
ments have to be handy. You should be able 
to get to the site in the evening after work 
almost as easily as you could stroll into your 
back garden. If you had one. These are the 
back gardens of 300.000 gardeners, most of 
whom have nowhere else to grow things. 

The recent survey shows that demand does 
not necessarily equal supply. In Lancashire, 
where only 89 plots (2 per cent) lie u milled, 
there are 899 hopefuls on council waiting lets. 
There’s a mismatch in Northumberland, too. 
where just 94 (3 percent) of the county's 3.428 
plots are vacant, but 325 people want to gar- 
den. The figures show that the allotment trad- 


ition ft still much stronger in the north than 
in the south. Outer London has more plots 
to offer than any other area in the country, 
but IS per cent of them lie idle. 

Leslie Beresford, who grows all his own 
vegetables on his plot at the Palewell and East 
Sheen Allotments, points out that people don't 
keep their plots as long as they used to. He’s 
bad his for more than 50 years. In the 
Fifties, tenancies lasted for about 22 years. 
By the Seventies, tenure was down to 10 years. 
Now the average is two years. Tenacity and 
steadfastness are unfashionable virtues, but 
without them allotmentswould be dead. Dig 
now, for victory against Tarmac and steeL 

The National Allotment Survey Report is avail- 
able, price £10. from the National Society of 
Allotment and Leisure Gardeners. O'Dell 
House. Hunters Road, Gorin. Northants NN17 
5JE (01536 266576). 

Brian Donohoe, Labour MP for Cun- 
ninghame South (and secretary of the House 
of Commons gardening club) has instigated an 
inquiry into allotments by the Select Commit- 
tee on the Environment. Among other issues, 
the committee will consider whether tougher 
legislation is needed to protect sites from de- 
velopment. If you have a view, make it known 
to Elizabeth Pavne \ Cleric of the Environment 
Sub-Committee, House of Commons, London 
SW1AQAA. 


ALLOTMENT LOTTERY 


There are 7,796 allotment sites in England. 
Together, they offer 296.923 plots and 
cover 25,416 acres. On average there is 
now just one plot for every 65 
households. 15 for every 1,000. Allotment- 
lovers should move to County Durham, 
where there are 32 plots for every 1,000 
households. Essex householders care least 


about them — 28 per cent of plots are 
vacant. The longest warring lists are in 
Tyne and Wear, where 1,118 people are 
fighting for 236 vacant plots. Inner London 
has only 5,479 plots, but Outer London 
has 30.954, more than any other area; 18 
per cent are empty, and only 65 per cent 
have water laid on. 
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CUTTINGS 


Lighten up 

Begonias and ferns are the 
most successful indoor plants 
in our bouse, because they 
positively enjoy its chilly, 
rather dark rooms- Slreptocar- 
pus have been good, too, on a 
dim, north-facing windowsill. 
Away from windows, plants 
languish. But there are ways 
round the problem, which 
professional plantspeople have 
been using for some time. In- 
adequate li gh t levels can be 
boosted with daylight lamps, 
such as the Bio-Light, which 
wflj run from a low-voltage 12- 
volt supply. It will provide 
enough of a boost for plants to 
grow in places where there is 
no natural light. U bas a clamp 
that fits on to most kinds of 
pot, and an adjustable arm. 
The only problem is that, high- 
lighted in this way, your plants 
have to look their best: no 
brown ends on the spider 
plants, do greenfly on the as- 
paragus fern. The Bio-Ught 
costs £27.50 plus postage and 
packing, from Bio-Light UK. 
Unit 3, Springfield Road In- 
dustrial Estate, Chesham. 
Bucks HP5 1PW (01494 
771541). . 

Seed time 

The new seed list from Ray 
Brown, of Plantworld. Saint 
Maiychurch Road. Newton 
Abbott, Devon TQ12 4SE. 
contains some mouthwatering 
aqtulegias, more than 30 of 
them. A wise gardener once 
said that the secret of happy 
gardening was to find out what 
did well for you, and then to 
grow a lot of iL Aquilegias like 
our heavy, damp soiL The only 
problem lies in keeping the 
named varieties true to form. 
They cross-breed with indecent 
urgency. 

Ray Brown recommends 
the new aquilegia “Sunburst 
Ruby", with golden foliage and 
garnet-red flowers, but I'm not 
drawn to that combination. 

The ordinary, bluish-grey 
colour of an aquilegia’s leaves 
provides a much more sympa- 
thetic background to its flow- 
ers. I'm going for Aquilegia 
longissima, from the US, with 
finely divided leaves and long- 
spurred flowers in two shades 
of yellow, and “Iceberg", 
delicately perfumed with big, 
pale blue flowers. For a copy 
of the catalogue (which 
includes good foxgloves and 


masses of violas) send three 
first-class stamps to Ray. 

Ready for spring 

Nemesis is about to strike this 
column in the shape of Week- 
end Work, which returns next 
week. The garden, which 
seems to have shuffled through 
winter under its own steam, 
will soon turn into a much 
more demanding animal. Are 
you ready for it? Have you 
done everything you should 
have during January and Feb- 
ruary? Cut the old leaves away 
from clumps of Lenten helle- 
bores, still in full bloom. Work 
your way through clumps of 
carex. Bowles's golden sedge, 
cutting out the wizened fronds. 
Cut back battered fern fronds, 
so that the new ones can un- 
furl later in spring with maxi- 
mum drama. 

Take the old flower-heads 
off climbing hydrangeas, and 
do the same for big, shrubby 
hydrangeas such as H sargen- 
tiana and H rillosa. Cut back 
dead stems of catmint before 
they become entangled with 
the new growth. Cut back the 
Michaelmas daisies that you 
forgot to attend to last au- 
tumn. 

If the soil is workable (there 
was a glorious patch in mid- 
February when it was), worry it 
about a bit. It looks at its worst 
now, beaten down by the win- 
ter rain, but a bit of chivvying 
with a hand fork perks it up no 
end, and you can get rid of the 
weeds that flourished in the 
mild weather. 

Although you do not need 
to think of planting potatoes 
until April at the earliest you 
have to lay hands on seed 
potatoes well before that and 
set them sprouting in some 
light airy, frost-free place. 

First eariies wfl] produce a 
crop of roughly 50 pounds 
from six pounds of seed pota- 
toes, main crops roughly 70 
pounds from the same amount 
of seed. I have a weakness for 
the old varieties such as 
“Catriona" and “Dunbar Stan- 
dard", a main-crop potato with 
long, oval tubers and white 
flesh. 

For a good selection of 
potatoes, including the “Pink 
Fir Apple” and the French 
“Belle de Fomenay”, contact 
S E Marshall, Wisbech. Cam- 
bridgeshire PE13 2RF (01945 
583407). 




TEL: 0171 293 2222 


1 BLOOMS of Bressingham 

Blooms Special Collection 

6 plants for only £ 12.95 

An exclusive and superb value collection of 
favourites specially selected by Blooms of 
Brttsingham which comprises one each of the 
following hardy perennials: 

Achillea Anthca - a favourite with flit heads, full of 
tiny dowers on chick stems with ferny foliage, 
reaches 60cm in heighc 

Anemone Japonka Bressh^ham Chut- a smaftserm- 
double form with warm rosy ted flowers, teaches 
60cm in height; 

Chrysanthemum Snoutup - a hardy and .rehahle 
tfwarf plant which has masses of pure white flow- 
ers, reaches 35cm in height; 

pfc&sc Eva Cuban - clear pink flowers with a nch 
red centre .reaches 80an in height; 

Aatatame Jtpowx Salvia Indigo - an, 

— 

play C*f ruby red flower*, reaches 20cm «n height 
and J0an in width. ,. r 

Our Blooms Special Coflecrion a a^blefar the 
superb price ofjust £12.95, including Jbvery 
The plants will arrive in 9cm pots, ready 
saaigbr out into your garden, following our 
cultural instructions provided. an ,i April and 

Despatch will be through®* March « ,clA P nI 
all orders w31 be acknowfedpai- 

Offer subject to avaflabifo* L ffcfrT Fr _ 
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GARDENING 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


r GARDEN ACCESSORIES ^ 
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PLEASE HDD £195 FOR POST A PACKAGE ON ORDERS USS THAN £20100 
CEE-JAY MARKETING 
V jM Boswell Road, Cowley, Oxford 0X4 3HR Teh 01865 717264 ,/ 



(Do you (ove gardens l 

Discover the delights of visiting 
outstanding gardens in Scotland, 
Ireland and Northumbria in our 
friendly short breaks from May to 
Oct ’98. 

TROSSACHS GARDEN TOURS. 
Orchardlea, Callander, 

Perth FK17 8BG 
or 01877 330798 for details 


01354 
655520/ 



WILL 
GET YOUR 
HEAVY LOAD 
UP STEEP SLOPES 
WITH THE BATTERY 
'POWERED MOTOBARROW 
9 CENTURY WAY, MARCH 
CAMBS, PEIS BQW. 


GARDEN WATCHER 
KEEPS CATS OUT 


Award winning ultrasonic 
cat deference system, by 

STOCK NUTRITION 
STATION ROAD, YAXHAM 
NORFOLK NR 19 1 RD 

01362 694957 



STOP DIRT IN ITS TRACKS! 

WITH THE- AMAZING t»»tt rBTKTW 
tMAOmaWASHAMlS 
tnan sur t cotton nr 





fan«<r HMS. anLfkl*. 

«MrwmBowooNwisaimn««nmascaBMi»Mt 

MbaasMBT ta suns SUU1 


and carnets! 

Turtle Dirt Ttapper 
me® stop dirt attfia d 


TURTLE DIRT TRAPPER MATS 

At last -as scan at Garden — — 

and Flower Shows 
nationwide - the door mat 
that really worfcsl No 
muddy footprints or 
pawmarfa on dean floors 



I8tOp 

home, consKvakxy or car _ _ 

|v*t8i absorbed cotton pfle removing wet, dry and even 

furt from shoes and paws. With non-slip latex 

i — „ ^ foflP machme-waihabto at 40*C. 

| Available si seven colours and 3 sizes: 

BM, GnH, BW^WNte RMIV M OnK Saw Bmm, BlKWBnMn 

. 75 X SO cm HTJ4- • 7B * ICO on E3US, -75 * IS) On »U5 

PtaEUOPftPpwma. 

(Aim watebii van onppBPnAtMr b«»g lor uge on csjms. 

Iran; ttarta IU Ov. S2a (Oagt Hoad. Knpaton, suray ki2 3HT 

8 * r0C 1 B Tel: 0181 296 0366 1111 Au - nnau i 

!S flft Fax: 0181 296 0360 l@S 


QUAUTY WROUGHT IRON WORK 
AT REALISTIC PRICES 

AH Math - to - Measure Seqd far 
Free Bnrinre. Distance No Otyect 
Other products include dog grates, 
door grilles balconies m fact you 
name it -wed make it 

ROB TURNER 

STALHAM (01692) 
WORKSHOP 580091 
EVENINGS 580098 
Unit 16, Moores Yard, High St, Stalham 
Norfolk NR1 2 9AN 


SSS 8 

§1|| 


mm 

mm 


NORTHERN ROAD NURSERIES 
TOP QUAUTY YOUNG PLANTS 

Busy Lizzie, Begonia & Nicotiana 
100 Mini Plugs £1050 35 Big Plugs £850 
Petunia (Frenzy or Junior) 

100 Mini Plugs £950 35 Big Plugs £825 
Geranium Multibloom, Pansy, 
Verbena & Mimulus 
35 Big Plugs £850 

For these and much, much more, send s^e to: 
Northern Road Nurseries, la Northern Road 
Swindon, Wiltshire SN2 1NY 
Wb accept cheques, unneesed, POs and a& major credit raids 

' Telephone 01793 535580 IN 


ORIGINAL SILHOUETTE BRACKETS AND BA5KRTS 
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S NOWD ROPS IN 
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Sin^c Snowdrop* 0.50 per SO 
l«d ttJOperlOO 

Double SBoadrops £450 per 50 
lead £850 per 100 

Winter Duffixfis £3XC per 21 

SuMfletecVenoB £10.00 per 10 
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order. Piftnt add £} towards p&p. 
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The flavour of 


Balsamic vinegar 
from Modena 


Tbe medieval city of Modena in 
northern Italy is famous for three 
things: Luciano Pavarotti (born 
there), Ferrari cars (made there) 
and balsamic vinegar (produced 
there, and drizzled over salads and 
strawberries all over the world). 

For centuries, making the aro- 
matic dark liquid was veiy much 
a family affair, using juice from the 
white Tiebbia.no grape. The barrels 
were matured in attics and tbe 
vinegar was passed down the 
generations for personal consump- 
tion, or for precious gifts, some- 
times even part of a bride's dowry. 

It was only as recently as 1967 
that balsamic vinegar came into 
the market-place, when the town 
council of Spilamberto organised 
a competition for producers as part 
of its traditional St John's Fair. 
Soon a consortium was estab- 
lished to promote the production 
of traditional balsamic vinegar, 
which may still be sold only in bot- 


tles bearing the producer’s name. 

The vinegar has now become an 
essential ingredient in the kitchens 
of the world’s finest chefs. Tbe food 
specialist Charles Carey, who 
began importing balsamic vinegar 
into the UK in 1980, puts its pop- 
ularity down to its versatility. 

“It combines the traditional 
flavours of northern Italy with 
modem cooking techniques,” he 
says. ‘And now the supermarkets 
have discovered it and Delia Smith 
uses it, everyone is lapping it up.” 

However, he is worried that our 
love -affair with balsamic vinegar 
may be going a little too far. 

“In the US, apparently, they are 
trying to make their own, dear 
white balsamic vinegar, because 
chefs don’t like the way it colours 
sauces and dishes. That sounds 
positively ghastly to me.” 

• St John's Fair, which still in- 
cludes a balsamic vinegar compet- 
ition, is held each June in 
Spilamberto, 16km north-east of 
Modena (details: Modena Tourist 
office (0039 59209520). 

• Charles Carey's company, 
the Oil Merchant, imports and dis- 


tributes b alsami c vinegar. For 
stockists or mail order, call 0181- 
740 1335. Prices are from £4.74 for 
a 500ml, five-year-oid bottle to £75 
for a 50ml 40-year-old bottle. 

* His main supplier is La Vec- 
cfaia Dispeosa in the village of 
Castelvetxo, 6km outside Modena. 
Across the square is a restaurant, 
AI Gastello, run by members of the 
same family , where “they put bal- 
samic vinegar on everything — 
Parmesan cheese, veal even van- 
illa ice-cream,” says Charles. 


Modena Is also famous for... 
Cherries ... from the nearby Vi- 
gnola area. In April they have a 
cherry blossom festival 
Parmesan cheeses the province 
of Modena produces a quarter of 
Italy's totaL 

Poric pigs are traditionally reared 
on tbe by-products of the cheese- 
making process. A popular dish is 
zampone, pig’s trotter boned and 
stuffed with mincemeat 
Nodno: a walnut liqueur that is 
only produced by local famili es who 
jealously guard their recipes. 

Nikki Spencer 



There is no oeedtowander 

through the souks of production and . 

Marrakesh to find Arabic Janies haven } 

artefacts that look as though “■ 

they have come straight front ^fthetoeadthSP^j, 
Aladdin s cave. nebt through to the unub 

Much closer to hand titan t0 be. Many of 

a Moroccan kasbah is ^ Jhe brilliant colours used 

Michael Davenport's treasure tb ^ produce d from crushed 

trove, lavishly displayed mineral ores." . 

new premises in Londons Daveap0 rt importsboih 

VauxhaU. Here the co Uect ^ r ^ 0 |d pieces from 

or the spontaneous buyer _ can Morocco lar ge quantity 
sift through a huge selection . ^ ^ting down on the 
of sparkling brass lanterns, says it is often 

ancient walnut doors arid . per fo r customers to buy 

nrinHnws. scores of hand- fmm his shop 


of sparkling brass lanterns, 
ancient walnut doors aod 
windows, scores of hand- 
painted tiles and delicate 
wrougfat-iron work, and ran 
admire both antiques and 
new designs from 
Davenport’s Fez-based 
workshops. 

Intricate mosaic and 
ceramic table-tops set on 
wrought- iron bases are a 
favourite with people who 
want a touch of Eastern 
exotica at home. All the tiles 
are hand-made, and cut into 
tiny pieces to make a mosaic 
design. There are Hasira rugs, 
made from palm fronds 
woven with coloured wools: 
they sell for around £125 
each. An antique walnut 
couscous bowl some 3ft in 
diameter, once used for tribal 
feasts, costs £140. 

Davenport, an Oxford 
anthropology graduate, first 
fell in love with Morocco 
when he visited it as a 
student. He made friends 
with the local craftsmen and 
returned again and again, 
eventually deciding to set up 
his own business. 

“There arc many craft 
centres in Fez, where the 


Imge items from his shop 
than to haggle m a 

Casablancan souk and then 

pay a hefty fee for shipment 

back to England. 

A striking hand-pamted 

vase standing around 3ft bm 

high had a £150 price tagm 
his shop, and an impressive 
collection of large pots, vases 
and old butter-chums give the ■ 
enthusiast a chance to pick up 
a real bargain. 

The shop, now named Dar 
al Andalous - it was formerly 
known as Marabout, and run 
out of a Fulham garage - 
offers a catalogue of mosaic 
designs in some 40 colours 
and undertakes commissions 
for riling kitchens, bathrooms, 
swimming-pools and patios. 

Wall tiles cost around £60 per 
square metre, and hard- 
wearing cement floor tiles 
from around £25. 


Dar al Andalous is at Arch 11. 
Miles Street, VauxhaU, London 
SmS 1RZ (0171-720 9678. 
fax: 0171-6275129). 


Salty Staples ^ 


GAMES 


STATISTICALLY INSIGNIFICANT 


CHILD-BEATING 

WILLIAM HARTSTON 


PANDORA MELLY 

GAMES PEOPLE PLAY 


More ruminations suggested by recent 
opinion surveys. 


Lifestyle surveys are are all veiy w ell in 
themselves, but it is only when you 
combine the findings of different polls 
that you arrive at a true picture of the 
degradation that affects the country 
today. Just look at the following figures: 

1 per cent of adults buy more than 10 
lotteiy tickets each week; 

1 per cent of women, given one wish, 
would ask for a new husband; 

1 per cent of women dunk biscuits in 
iced tea; 

1 per cent of women hope for sex 
after office Christmas parties; 

1 per cent of men wear the same 
underpants all week. 

Only when you see the facts so clearly 
spelt out do you realise that these are all 
the same people - miserable women 
married to men in filthy underpants, so 


desperate for a better life that they spend 
all their money on lottery tickets while 
dreaming of sex and a change of husband 
- and so full of self-loathing that they 
dunk their biscuits in iced tea. 

3 per cent of people bath only once a 
week; 

3 per cent of women love someone 
other than their husbands; 

3 per cent of women over 16 have 
gone ten pin bowling in the last month; 

3 per cent of women over 16 have 
done weightlifting in the last month; 

3 per cent of women over 16 have 
played darts in the last month. 

3 per cent of cats are more than 25 
percent overweight. 

They will do anything, it seems, rather 
than go home to their unloved, unbathed 
husbands. 

Still tbe exercise will do them good, 
since they are probably as fat as their 
overfed pussy-cats. 


It’s educational it costs nothing, 
you can learn it in seconds and - 
best of all -it's a game at which I 
can beat my children. I cannot 
remember where 1 first met the 
game I am about to describe, but 
it suddenly came into my mind last 
week and I challenged my kids to 
a game. They drew a few times, 
and they lost a few times, and they 
gained some good practice at 
elementary arithmetic, but they 
never won (except for once, when 
I had a perfectly good excuse 
which for the moment eludes me). 

Here’s how it goes: you select 
nine cards from a pack bearing 
the numbers 1,2 ... up to 9 - or 
you can just write the numbers 1 
to 9 on nine small pieces of 
paper. It’s a game for two players, 
starting with one of them picking 
one of the cards. All are turned 


face upwards, so you can choose 
whichever number you want Tbe 
other player then picks one of the 
eight remaining cards, and the 
players continue selecting cards 
in turn. The object is to build up 
exactly three cards that add up to 
15. The trick of the game is to 
realise that what you are doing is 
playing blindfold noughts- and- 

crosses, as may be 

seen by examining 4 3 8 

the numbers in this 9 5 1 

three-by- three 2 7 6 

array: Every three- 

number sum to 15 
is a winning noughls-and-crosses 
line. So if the first player begins 
with 5, the second must reply 
4,8,2, or 6. If the first starts with a 
corner number, only 5 will save 
the game. Easy when you know 
how. But don't tell the children. 


Kaffe Fassett, 60, painter and textile 
designer 


The funny thing is, when I first started 
making mosaics, I would spend masses of 
money in antique shops. Tiying to get 
chipped things, cracked things, for slightly 
less. Then, of course, I realised that the place 
to go these days is a good old car boot sale. 

There’s a local one that I really love. I 
walk down there every Sunday morning and 
shop the place out. For 50p or £1 5ft, I can gel 
bowls and jugs and mugs and everything in 
the colours 1 like. 1 even bought a whole set 
of china for £15 one mad day, and smashed it 
up to put on a couple of great big clay pipes 
that I'm covering in veiy rich colours. 

I can’t bear to spend too much money on 
pots and tiles and things for mosaics, so what 
I do is this: I go to every car boot sale that l 
can find. It's a kind of game of trying to find 
all the colours I need, as cheaply as possible, 
even bargaining from 50p to 30p and so ft »nh. 


A friend of mine has a house in the 
countiy near Ryde, and we often go out to 
where amazing tilings happen in Gelds near 
airports. Great massive packs of people - 
God knows where they live - 1 have a feeling 
that they drive round the whole country 
doing all the car boot sales. They, roll up 
with these enormous truckfuls of stuff; sinks 
and bath-plugs and things like that. 

What I love about mosaics is that I'm 
taking the detritus of humanity and making 
it into something quite other - it's like 
making magic out of absolute drivelling crap 
which would otherwise be cluttering up the 
attic; stuff that everyone's just dying to 
throw out of their closets. 





'The Magic Mosaics of Kaffe Fassett' will be in 
the Hillicr Nurseries and Garden Centres 
exhibit in the Great Marquee (stand E17) at 
this year's Chelsea Flower Show, 10-22 May. 
Tickets: 0171-344 4343. Early booking is 
advisable. 
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CHESS: WILLIAM HARTSTON 


CONCISE CROSSWORD 


BRIDGE: ALAN HIRON 


The tournament at Linares 
has finally settled down into 
something more traditionally 
grandmasterfy than had been 
suggested by the results of the 
early rounds. When the very 
best players in the world meet 
one another, generally around 
two-thirds of the games end in 
draws, yet the first three 
rounds at Linares produced 
seven decisive results from 
nine games. Normal service 
was resumed in rounds four 
and five, in both of which all 
the games ended in draws. 

Scores after five of the 14 
rounds are as follows: Sbirov, 
Anand, Kasparov and 
Kramnik 2 ] h out of 4; Svidler 
2 ] fz out of 5; Ivanchuk V/z out 
of 5; Topalov 1 out of 4. 

As the following game 
from round four shows, a 
draw can be just as exciting as 
a decisive result. Peter Svidler 
has often shown great skill in 
wriggling out of desperate- 
looking positions, and in this 
case his Houdini skills were 
tested to the utmost. 

White’s 7JBb5+ is an 
unusual move, but it worked 
very well as the bishop, 
apparently offside on a4, re- 
entered the game via cti and 
d5. Black's play relied on his 
ability to support the knight 
on c4, but after 18a4 his 
position was already looking 
desperate. 

White wisely refrained 
from 19.axb5. when Ne5 gives 
Black a good game, and after 
19.NxU4 Black had to 
exchange his bishop on g7. 
leaving his king's defences 


looking very weak. 

Tbe real crisis came after 
24.e5! when 24...Bxc6 would 
lose quickly to 25.Qxg6+. 
Svidler defended coolly, 
forcing White to sacrifice a 
piece, but bis 29...Rc8 and 

30.. .Rc5, while the only 
defence to White's growing 
threats, looked desperate. 

After 32,dxc5! Black would 
reach a lost endgame with 

32.. .Qxd3 33.Rg3+, so was 
forced to continue as he did. 
This led, after 35...Kg$, to a 
position in which White had 
rook and three pawns for 
bishop and knight, but his 
36Jtel? was a bad mistake. 
Instead 36.Qg6 gives White 
eveiy prospect of winning, 
though Black is still fighting 
after 36...Qe737.Rxb5 Qxe6. 
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East-West game; dealer North 
North 

♦ 9 

<?9753 
0QJ 106 
+ AQ86 


BACKGAMMON: CHRIS BRAY 

- 13 N 15 Ifr 17 is i<> ;q 21 22 2} it 


• -i* 




r— e5t* 


[13 114 


115 116 


117 118 


119 120 


West 

4QJ 107 
<3>A2 
OK742 
♦J93 


East 

♦ 6432 
?KQ 

O A 9 3 

♦ 10742 
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the three plavs fa'i can ^ to win. Of 
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South 
♦ A K 8 5 
<PJ 10864 
085 
*K5 


Whites Veselin Topalov 
Blade Peter Svidler 


I d4Nf6 22a5 RbS 

2c4g6 23 Rc6 Bb7 

3Nc3d5 24e5N£5 
4cxd5 Nxd5 25Rxg6+Kh8 
5e4Nxc3 26Brf7Rxf7 
6bxc3Bg7 27 e6 RfS 

7 Bb5+ c6 28 Bg3 Kh7 

8 Ba4 0-0 29 Rg4 Rc8 

9Ne2c5 30Be5Rc5 
100-0 Nc6 31 Rg7+ KhS 

II Be3 Na5 32dxc5Nxg7 

12 Rbl Nb4 33Qg6 Rfl5 
13Bg5h6 34 Bxf6exf6 

14Bh4b6 35 Qxh6+ KgS 

15 Bc6 RbS 36Rel Nxeti 
16Bd5 Ba6 '37h4Ng7 

17 Qd3 b5 38 Qf4 Qd5 

18 a4 cxd4 39Qg3Kf7 

19 Nxd4 Bxd4 40 Qc7+ Kg6 

20 cxd4 Nd6 41 Qg3+ Kf7 

21 Rfcl Rb6 42 Qc7+ draw 


ACROSS 

1 Nobles (5) 

4 Layers of wedding cake 

10 TitshfD 


DOWN 


11 Tea container (5) 

12 Greek bread (5) 


12 Greek bread (5) 

13 Wonder (7) 

15 Amphibian (4) 

17 Slumber (5) 

19 Serving spoon (5) 
22 Second-hand (4) 
25 Since (7) 


27 Dispute (5) 
29 Relative (5) 


29 Relative (5) 

30 JPbetic language (7) 

31 Malicious (5) 

32 Impress (5) 


2 Break out (5) 

3 Spread from centre (7) 

5 Be liable for (5) 

6 Fundamental (7) 

7 Indine (5) 

8 Play (5) 

9 Varieties (5) 

14 Lazy (4) 

16 Literary work (4) 

18 Reading-desk (7) 

20 Unyielding (7) 

21 Dark wood (5) 

23 Brown tint of o!d pho- 
tographs (5) 

24 E African country (5) 
26 Overturn (5) 

28 Shine (5) 


Sototios to yesterday's Concise Crossword; 


ACROSS: 5 Sacks, 8 Suffrage (Saxifrage). 9 Hardy, 10 Election, 1 i 
Sled. 14 Wteb, 16 Baffle, 17 Ibidem. 18 Don, 20 Merit, 24 Jackboot, 
25 Pdfi, 26 Contempt, 27 Stale. DOWN: 1 Aster, 2 Often. 3 Write, 
4 Ignore. 6 Abattoir, 7 Kedgree, 12 Casement. 13 Official, 14 Wed, 
15 Bin, 19 Orator, 21 Skate, 22 Roomy, 23 Slate. 


With high hopes of making a game contract in which he 
had at least four losers in top tricks, South squandered the 
ebamx* that he had been given by the favourable opening 
lead. 

After two passes. South opened One Heart and North 
responded Three Clubs. This “force after passing” 
guaranteed support for hearts and was equivalent to a 
raise to at least Three Hearts shewing where his values lay 
al the same time. South signed off firmly with Three 
Hearts but North did not heed the Gypsy’s warning and 
went on to game. 

West led ♦Q against Four Hearts, and the play lo the 
first four tricks was easy. After winning with +A, declarer 
played off three rounds of dubs to discard one of his losing 
diamonds. Then he started on trumps, praying For a 2-2 e 
break. The hearts broke evenly all right, but when East 
won tin? finsi round with his queen, he cashed 9 A. Then, 
with a dear piclurc of what was happening, he led ♦ 10 for 
the defenders Lo make their top trump honours separately 

Nobody could criticise his start but what should 
dedarcr have played at trick five? Having read what 
actually happened, you will spot South s mistake. He 
should have led dummy's last dub and disearded his 
remaining losing diamond. Then there would have been no 
way left to the defenders to make more than two trump 
tricks. 
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Just give me a paintbrush and a plant pot, and I'll give you verdigris 


You don’t have to be an artist, or an 
expert to create your own paint finishes, 
writes Catherine Stebbcngs. And rt’s fun 


r-i fl ® W 

4'* yy 


Face-lifts: 

paint 
effects are 
not about 
covering 
up old 
blemishes, 
but 

creating an 
original, 
highly 
personal 
look 


1 ■ r fcj 
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Decorating tends to be a 
passion. You may have tried 
the mi nimalis t look, played 
with vibrant acrylic limes and 
lemons, dabbled in deep 
greens and regal reds, and 
ended up slapping on any old 
thing. You may. on the other 
hand, always have felt 
dubious about special effects. 
The fabulous interiors shown 
in glossy magazines can be a 
far ay from all that effort of 
messing around with paints 
and polishes, only to find it 
looks wrong when it’s all 
dried and varnished. To see 
whether I could rag and drag 
with the best of them, I took 
a day course with Paint 
Magic, just off PortobeUo 
Road in north London. 

Paint Magic courses are 
devised by a team of experts 
led by Jocasta Innes, the 
maestra of paint effects and 
author of tbe phenomenally 
successful Paint Magic. There 
arc many courses to choose 
from; tbe company suggested 
“Basic Paint Effects", an 
introduction to decorative 
techniques for walls, 
woodwork and furniture. 

The course was slickly 
presented by the shop’s in- 
house teacher, Jacqueline 
Pederson. The day began 
with a cup of coffee and a 
slide presentation showing 
the various effects we would 
be discussing and practising 
later in the day. 

Gradually Jacqueline 
introduced us to all the 
different media, from oil- 
based products to the more 
versatile water-based 
primers, paints and varnishes. 
Within an hour I was painting 
a picture frame with its first 
coat, and dreaming of where 


my masterpiece would hang. 

Then it was time to tiy our 
hand at paint effects: 
washing, ragging, sponging 
and dragging. As I pondered 
over my board of lettuce 
green, gently stroking the 
brush across its surface as if it 
were a precious stone, I 
realised why paint effects are 
so appealing. This is not 
about slapping on paint to 
covering old biemisbes and 
scars; this is about lovingly 
tending to your walls, putting 
your energy and care into 
creating something original 
and highly personal. As 
Jacqueline remarked, "Paint 
effects need to be subtle, to 
create a feeling or a mood 
rather than a clever look.” 

Throughout the day we 
were guided from one project 
to another, following a 
demonstration, then 
attempting it ourselves. There 
was no arduous washing out 
of brushes and collecting of 
paints. The mess was 
conveniently dispersed in a 
sink behind the screen, and 
fresh brushes and materials 
would be laid out for the next 
project. As a result we 
achieved a great deal. 

My primary trophy was a 
distressed picture frame - a 
rather impressive effect 
created by smothering the 
undercoat with candle wax. 
painting over it in top coat 
and rubbing the dry frame 
down with wire wool. While 
the others put the finishing 
touches to their frames, 
stencilling on fleurs-de-lis 
and delicate marine life, 1 
waxed and polished mine for 
a more rugged look. 

While we learnt about both 
oil- and water-based paint, we 


used only the latter, because 
they dry quickly. As 
Jacqueiine explained, “water- 
based products are much 
easier to use. mistakes can be 
washed off or painted over 
and drying tiroes are quick - 
creating special effects is much 
easier than it used to be." 

Courses generally take 
between six and JO people, to 
give time for individual 
tuition. People’s reasons for 
joining vary from wanting to 
decorate their own homes, to 
professional decorators, both 
men and women, wanting to 
learn new techniques. Rachel, 
a researcher in the City, saw 
it as a pleasant way to spend a 
Saturday: “It’s very 
therapeutic to do something 
creative that doesn’t require a 
lot of artistic ability or 
intellectual input." 

Our final artistic venture 
was a small terracotta pot 
painted in verdigris, stippled 
in two shades of green and 
finished with a fine line of 
copper-coloured wax. The 
result looked remarkably like 
ageing copper. That’s one I 
will definitely do again, to 
transform all those plastic 
pots at home. 

Perhaps one of the most 
refreshing aspects of the 
course was its objectivity. 
Naturally, we used the in- 
house products during the 
day. but Jacqueline gave us a 
good overview of wbat is on 
the market in both specialist 
and DIY stores. It was also 
not assumed that we all had 
dreamy houses; the course 
was geared towards giving 
you confidence to go home 
and do what you wanted. 

Can I now earn a fortune 
decorating the homes of the 


rich and famous? Probably 
□ot, but I am now confident 
enough to give my home the 
sort of face-lift I thought I 
could never afford. 

Paiiu Magic Courses run 
throughout the year in shops 


around the country. They run 
for one to five days; prices start 
at £60 for a full day’s tuition, 
10am-4.30pm, plus materials. 

For details, contact Paint 
Magic, 79 Shepperton Road, 
London N1 3DF. Courses 
around the country: London 


{ 0171-792 8012), Richmond 
(0181-940 9799), Islington 
(01 71-359 4441), Bath (01225 
423040), Arundel (01903 
883653), Guildford (01483 
306072 ), Marlow (01628 
477707), N Ireland (01232 
421881). 
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Power Ratchet Pruners 

Just £9.95 tnc p&p 

With these new heavy duty Power Pnarung Sheare 
you can say goodbye to sore hands. They 
realty take tbe strain out of cutting ttvough 

even tha tautest branches up to 2 cm 
thick and can be used by 
both right and left handed 
gardeners. 

Only the sfightsst 
pressure b needed as 

their ratchet action multiplies the power of the 

razor sharp cutting blade, which b also coated 
in Du-PontTeflon to prevent sticking. A spedsd 

locking mechanism ensues you can store them 
safety away when not m use. 


tonnaBy available at £1&95 but avaRable to you 

for just £395- a saving of £7 - that fedudes 
deBvery and a lifetime manufacturers guarantee! 

TOW TO ORDER (For U.K. residents only) 

^ coupon cpjrtng your Accasa/Vjsa mil lumber, 

or send wflh cheque or postal orders. NO CASH, te 

THE WDEPENDBVT POWER RATCHET PRUNERS OFFER 

TRUEBEU. HOUSE. LOMBARD ROAD. LONDON BW193TZ 


j PlMsa sand me - Ratchet PrunerA 9 £9.85 inc p&p 
j I andoee ny ohequWPO value £ . made payable ta 
j NEWSPAPER PUBLISHING ING11B 

| Or doM my Aocess/Vba account wrtth the sum of £ 


I 

| My card number Ik 

1 " 

I 


ExpfryDHte: . 
j UdMreMs; 

I Address; . . 


naa 


FAST ORDER: 0181 540 9696 ! 


Access and Visa cardholders can im our fast orderin g service 
quofrig WGiia Please afcwup to 28 days tor defray. 

Subject to avHRablty.il you are rmMiy saddled, return witNn 

7 days for a hit refund 


m mm 


Postcode: . 

■— DayanaTal.No;.. 

j Send w: THE INDEPEJCENT RATCHET PRUNERS OFFSL 

l TRUES ELL HOUSE. LOMBARD ROAD. LONDON 6W18 3T2 

iD ■ emm* 

■e., 0 T,rr“b“.7 ~cT.r=TT^7;r.“.” 
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Concrete 
socks OK 

To be a skilled diver, while respecting the underwater environment 
takes surprising skill. Eric Kendall learnt with the ‘Diamond Reef 


Underwater obstacles: the Diamond Reef system 


Photographs: Sid Thacker/Ocean Optics 


Boating around at the bottom of a pool, slowly 
going nowhere, isn't the reason most people take 
up diving, but it’s tbe essence of the sport. Staying 
still at depth, rather than flapping around, is the 
hardest thing to do, even in the current-free con- 
fines of tbe deep end. As with most skills, the only 
way to improve is through practice, a concept alien 
to many “qualified" divers. 

The Diamond Reef - a few lengths of plastic tub- 
ing and some lead weights - can make all the dif- 
ference. Not only will it make you a safer diver, 
whether you're a beginner or have years of experi- 
ence under your weight belt; it will help save the 
environment, too, by reducing (be amount of frag- 
ile marine life you crash into. 

The system is an underwater obstade course con- 
sisting of cme or more diamonds (more like squares) 
through which you swim. They’re made of rigid plas- 
tic tubing and are weigh ted to hang at whatever depth 
you choose. By the pod side, the squares look absurdly 
large; below the surface, the course looks a piece of 
cake and you probably wonder why you bothered to 
turn up. Then, as you swim slowly through, snagging 
your tank or depth gauge and perhaps dipping the 
tubing with your fins on the way out, it dawns on you 
that not only are you bigger than you realised, but you 
also move up ami down a lot more. 

Half the problem relates to diving parapherna- 
lia. You can’t possibly fail to 
notice how ungainly a folly 
equipped diver is on dry land; 
those fins were definitely not 
made for walking, and all the 
other dobber weighs a ton. Tbe 
situation magically changes as 
you submerge, to find yourself 
weightless and fantastically 
mobile, operating effortlessly in 
a beautiful alien environment. 

It’s certainly the only place 
I’ll ever manage to do a k triple 
salko with toe loop” without 
developing a limp, but it can 
also create a false sense of 
security. In absolute terms your 
performance remains towards 
the lower end of the marine 
scale, more sea slug than 
cavorting dolphin. 

Doing things such as passing through narrow 
apertures with a lank on your back is something you 
can have no feel for until you try it Though you’ve 
entered a world in which you can move in every 
dimension, you've in fact lost some of your spatial 
senses. You can see forward perfectly, but can barely 
look round, lei alone behind you to check for dear- 
ancc. It's like driving a transit van without wing mir- 
rors. But (he stakes when diving are a lot higher than 
scraped paintwork, which is why it’s all the better 
to go through a few plastic squares first, develop- 
ing catfish's whiskers before throwing in variables 
such as current and swell. 

Tbe other half of the sloiy is more technical, 
though it’s hardly’ rocket science; we’re talking about 
buoyancy. In broad terms, too much of it and you bob 
around on tbe surface; too little, and you get tbe con- 
crete socks effect. Somewhere in between is your goal. 

In practice, when diving with a buoyancy com- 


pensator (BC) - a kind of inflatable life-jacket - 
you’re kept afloat to start with try having sufficient 
air in the BC Letting some out allows you to sink. 
Putting just the right amount back in (from your 
pressurised tank), keeps you suspended, below the 
surface of the water, neutrally buoyant. Bingo. 

The tricky bit is maintaining neutral buoyancy 
at different depths. Because air is compressible, a 
given volume in your BC, and lungs will diminish 
as you descend. As the pressure increases you 
become correspondingly less buoyant, s ink i ng ever 
faster. In reverse, just watch your bubbles expand 
as they rise above you. The effect on an ascending 
diver, all other things being equal, is exponential: 
the higher you go, the more the air in your BC 
expands, which makes you rise faster, which expands 
the air- and so on. Unfortunate divers wboVe really 
lost it come firing out of the water like a Polaris mis- 
sile. hardly a textbook ascent, which may well be 
accompanied by the bends or other unmentionable 
afflictions. It’s precisely why good buoyancy control 
is so critical. 

Meanwhile, back at the bottom of the pool, 
you’re going cross-eyed trying to squirm upside- 
down through a complicated series of squares. The 
bends is the last thing on your min d and so, iron- 
ically, is buoyancy control - it’s becoming instinct- 
ive, which is just the way it needs to be. 


Going through hoops 

Contact Matt Crowther (ftdi Master Scuba Diver 
Hairier & Medic First Aid Instructor) of New Con- 
cept Diver Training (07970 30636 9, or 0181-644 5357 
after 8pm) for details on the BTSI Diamond Reef Sys- 
tem, or encourage your diving instructor to take it up. 

For holiday divers, an hour in a local pool on 
the “‘reef’ is an ideal refresher course, before head- 
ing off 

A Diamond Reef stamp in your log book is 
becoming recognised at diving sites all over the 
world as a sign that you know what you're doing 
and care about the environment. At his Fiji Island 
Resort, Jean-Micbel Cousteau promotes the sys- 
tem. finding it useful for determining the skills of 
those wishing u> dive on the reefs. Though it’s a 
simple system, the Reefs effect could be fund- 
amental, particularly to the future of heavily used 
sites where so much of the damage is caused by 
lousy divers. 


j 
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Haydock 


HYPERION 

1.15 Alhosaam 3.20 Old Rowel 

1.45 Naiysari (nb) 3.50 Edetweis Du Moulin 

2.15 Bellator 4.25 King's Road 

| 2.45 Court Melody 

GOING: Good ~ : " 

•Left-hand causa with mposeig drop fences and iuhti of two furlongs. 

! eCdfW is near jmcfion of Aggo and Ma Newton aaaon 2m. AianS3ION:GouttyS»itl 
| OT; Tatteraate CO; Newton Stand £5 (OAPs halfflrica in "Wwsate and NewapStBital 
CAR PARK: Rw 

•LEADING TRAINBS: M Pipe 29-133 (214%), G Retards 24-98 (845%) N Itotaton- 
[ Dmtaa 19-68 (275%) D Mchoteon M-5S (241%). Mrs H R*wtoy fa65 {20%). 

I •LEADING JOCKEYS: LWyar 11-63 {175%). A Dobbin tl-72 (153%) C Maude KW3 
P Nlvan fa72 (OS*), W Maraton 7^0 (T75%1 C Bradtay fa30 (30%). 

, •FAVOURITES: Wt-338 (40%) 

BLINKERED FIRST TIME: Him Of Praia Mwrad) pA5). Wahthan Lad fcriB) 


H i ac I GREENALLS ORIGINAL LONDON DRY GIN 
Ll™J HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) £20,000 added 


2m 4f Penalty value £14,031 

-32614 FUWG WSTTflJCTOfi (14) fC) (BF) (LaJy 4^4) PVtebberS T1 11 Jh 

Oak green ^M^een oroseab. hoopscf cap 

404WJ f0mSEr(7»Jf&rY(liemH|PHbtetfTf 7 

MmlUidaMa check cop 

I-4PF3 TCBA0(14)(PlBA^rti**lUP|»2«3 

Emerald peer, scariai hooped deetes aid cap 

P-Otl MOWIAJE FORTE PB) P) {J Attams) J Acton a t) Q 

flat flrowi atoeros. red omfeO. W* cop 


Kempton 


2.00 Kadastrof 
Z3S Shahrur 
3.05 Stormy Passage 
3.35 Sir Talbot 


HYPERION 

4.05 CHALLENGER DU LUC (nap) 
4.40 Blmsey 
5.10 North Tyne 


GOING: Good (watered). 

• FSght-tumd coma Practofiy flat Ftn-o of 200yd. 

•Course is on A308 at Sunbury: Kempton Partt rafway Staton acfokrcs ausa ADMIS- 
SION: Premesr Endasut? £16 (16 1o 2S-year-<*t) CIO); Peridoc* EndosLre £12; Stvw Ring 
CS. Accompanied ehkken under- 18 free CAB RAfUC Mentoers £2; remainder, tree. 
•LEADING TRAINERS: Dtnchofoon 21-82 (25a*)NH«idereonfa8Q 063%) RAI- 
ner tt-39 (282%). N IMaton-Dwies fl-85 fe9%), M Pipe TO-® fl69%) 

•LEADING JOCKEYS: A Maguire 25- 103 (243%) M A FtegeraJd 22-125 (17B%) N 
WHHamoon 16-83 (193%). R Dumtoody 16-99 (182%), C Uewelfyn 9-55 (164%). 
•FAVOURITES: 1 28-314 (008%). 

BLINKERED FIRST TIME: Spick And Span (visaed) (335). 


In nnl EMBLEM CHASE (CLASS B) £10,500 added 2m Penally 
Value £7,068 

1 -3FRP3 OH SO RCKr pi) (0) (U Tatxx) □ Bseorth Tt T1 7 PHofley 

2 TOC KAQASTT10F (FR) (14) pO) [A P Psnr) R Octal 8 11 0 A Thorton 

3 BIS- UGHTBUNG LAD (354) (D) (Wart ftteson) JKtagfall 0 A P McCoy 

4 -3MW NASHVILE STAH (USA) (2) (D) (H ktehew] R ttatoe* 7 71 0 SCnmnV 

5 1-VJ30 SUBLIME FELLOW (28) (D) (Rory VfcGrafrg N Herrianon 8 71 D MAFtegenfcf 

-5 declared - 

BETTWG: 8-13 Kadastrof, M Lightening lad, 11-2 Subfene Rkm; 7-1 OtiSottl* 25-1 MMg Star 
1997: Wtog Flagsftp fa 12 0 A Haguto £M3fa»(D Nctafeon) 4 ran 


loqcl STAWS CASINOS SERIES DOVECOTE NOVICE |9| 
l£rr^lj HURDLE (Grade 2) (CLASS A) £15,000 added BB hfl 
2m Penalty Value £9,375 

1 3-1*43 OftCUS STAR (21) (0) (The Brnyresswi □ Hchotsai 5 Tl fa . __ AM a g n fre 

Hftte aapge «n eMs cap. aanp star 

2 4TQ71 8HAHRUR (USA) (5) (CD) (VVs Sabah Ktenan) G L Moore 5 11 fa JRKroanagh 

Emeaki green &d gay demonds, emoakf&eeo deems 

3 01 MAJOR CHANGE (9) (The Ten h One Reiner**) a* Kateway 8«3 A P McCoy 

RM. roya due p$fe demand, dtenonds or *»«, red Op, topi Mjb demand 

4 141 POLAR PROSPECT (37] (0) (& Mrs Don Loa and BI Yaes) P rttbs 3 fl 3 — GTbmny 

Red ml etmaU geen damns 

5 FTTH ROAD RACER RB)(CO)(BF) (Mrs Aitocny WalJPVttber 5H 3 JAUcCmhy 

Pink and pupfe (guMerert. pupb steeros. n«B can. msuw spas 

6 mPl BUDDY MARVa^m <P**A Ogden) O Shenrod 4 no -RDuneaody 

Mau« flodpWtctwci. *Me cfee«s 
-Cdectared- 

BETT1NG: M Buddy HarveL 3-1 Road Racec 100-30 Stnhnn 4-1 Polar Proapact.1 1-2 Orcut Star: 
18-1 Major Change 

OTT Samartno 5 n O A 2-5 lay ID Mchcbon) 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

ROM) RACER can be (orghien far fnshng only fourth behnd Mr Percy irhen an uneasy 
favourite at Ctwiteanham four weeks ago because he 6cfcVi act on the course. A former 
useW Rat-racer when Iremed by Lynda Ramsderv Road Racer was a fast-fligM taler on 
hs huiiAng debut but iron h* next three - at Huntingdon. Ludow and over course and 
ifciance Ha goes «l on lop d the ^and. ttis a fau£»i race with Shaftrar, Potar Prospect. 
AitSdy Manet and Circus Star among the opposition Shahru- stemmed Atebarrg bur 
lengths r the Lanzsrote Hsde over the trip here five weeks ago and stayed on streng- 
ly when following up off a 7tb hgher mark at Fantwel on Monday - his toorth victory Ws 
season. Polar Prospect twice a Ffed wrrer for Ben HanburyS yard, went in first time up 
ovsr Umber at UtMMter before Christmas and eaely landed the odds afT&unton last drm. 
Hs nmoute trxrtti n between was behind French Holy fa the Tofworth Hst» on very 
faatrg go«ig ai Sandown Buddy Marvel ws ptAed up fa then Sandown contest hut was 
unbeaten n three premous runs over hurtflos - the ftst two in Ireland - and looted pret- 
ty smart when beatog previous aid subsequent scorer Bakkar five lengths at Doocast 
er fait weeks beck. Ohver Sherwooah tuner shoUdgowet txd rtgfrt prefer some cut 
fa tfw grotxKi Chars Star has been wrei beaten n uaefii eonusny at Asoot ands Wbther. 
by e»v» wrong ha first two starts this term, both at Cheto tam -on the oecond oc- 
casion beaftng subsequent scorer Mr Markham "nhirtlon ROAD RACBT 


, w . wwr , MnsysisHi pendhl novice chase (Grade 2) _ — 

l w l (CLASS A) £20,000 2m 4T 110yds Pen ^£12^60 WSM 

1 01-m ma-WBS Dll MOUUN (19) (lfl(R Ogden] a Fkharda B fl 7 atdpndsrem 

Ifauw WpHitfrecfcwbfedaaes 

2 raiK GHSHGRffiMDBBrr(H|)pS!)(tow»Clls«edOSh»wed7li7 AMapoka 

Sac*, wfitfa hoops, bbek deates. wMa spoc 


31/01 E«BIHWmW»rAWMTCtety9fi9._, 


— : — -TJMrphy 


6 321-22 NAIYSARI (29) (D) ..WMantDR 


! fTTe] MAKBfS MARK BOWBON VICTOR LWORUM RTni 
'• IJ 1 NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) UA3I 
£7,000 added 4YO 2m Penatty Value £5,084 

1 TH SAD UAD (USA) (R9(D)PDSwi)»3U today A 1) PMNB 

UBman,tybhedaBm,&toa<wmnmtSa^ 

2 32133 MUW*U1DOfl(CD)(toVlte800W<to»1ia RJotaod 

Ran eMB Wdedbmorat lAmondi on stones 

3 GTtS UAW3»(14)(D)(BF) (Stuart U Uses) M Pfc H 8 CMndB 

BhcK v(m hoops mtsdeams, hooped cap 

4 120 M9RSTSSAL IHX1B. (1U5) (D) (Mas H Kr^t) Mas H Krt^t 11 7 JFTKfay 

EmbiM gam, black and pey hooped cep 

5 022 ALHOSAAM (SpeedneTabcanlGLIiooreTI 7. NWEbran 

HMAredtfaswm emdBBm.ieddannJsaidiSemontancap 

0 2620 KBKffiOMBIPBIOR (a)(0) P 'Ablet FAJBnJey]WCl^f fl 6 ^.TJUraphy 

Meow andgieydabob. (yey sfaWR tfBKndcap 

7 4B1 COWrTDNY(22)(DJ (VBannllndPartnerS 1 ^ Utentordtl 2 RGtotty 

EmsraW^eanandrrtdfaWo, ameoltf giwn gIbma whAadwawAafatoflAR nddaml 

B 01 TORN SLKflfl (lady BBrtbnflPRbbberfn ADobMn 

ft»p)A pmosedamand, cofiarwd deem, qindnd cep 

9 100 CORAL ISLAND (13) (D) (BF) (F Pimil J FteGwakJ 10 G -PCarberry 

Wtow n*d blue star dseres and cap 

X SOP BAHMBURGHBOY(1^(D)(MPBL«teDiM AJW iu m TEBSiatiyXB LWyar 

EnwraWffBsn and aim cSamcrtte. eresiBftfgrw sfemes. and demands on cep 

h 5M SUPfWSMaiHLadyHsiananMMsDHaheOB GGYaday 

PW; jetoycfwwons. prt esp 

12 4246 SHAfB*TWPER(17)(BF)a4 Archsr&Mss J&oeitUS6NTDwfesa8 — CLtanByn 

LWVu*nmooche*onhBtoodBme&»&UueandommtivaiMBdcap 

O 223T5 PRAIRE UB4STREL (USA) (77) P) (MjrSn &ttk) R D»*n D3 JCAbpn(3) 

□ok Mus. dok (An and ^ bto dcct cfawn akfaap 

•A 064P COBLE (FT) (Cteytn Bg^rPsilradiPi D MtCan 03 MrS tort* (B) 

Loftfffeararrd bbc* danrnfc. tgfaffwn cap, Uedtdmmrd 
-MdKhnrf- 

IMnun mstft J0s 3b True handicap Hegte ftaw Mnamf « f3», Cat* » Tfe 
HErmiG: M Tom SB, 6-1 CoWBny. 1 W Alnsaara, B-1 Nbrlda lad, 10-1 Sad Mad Bad, HMtan. 
12-1 Coral tsfand, Sharp 'ftntpec, Suprerarsm, 14-1 Barnbur^i Boy, Kfagdoni Bspsrw; 16-1 kttv 
latsftal Model 20-1 Prairie HratraL 200-1 Coble 
•BB7. No More Hassle 4 10 11 P Mven 9-2 (Mrs M Rwefay) 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

TORN sax car be f oBow e d now that he has got his aye fa owar tartlet Tte fa a far more 
severe fast than the one he laced when gettng off the mark st Market ftanen 14 days agc\ 
but strarira a hstore and he needed an agyessrea tront-rwrtng rfdeMttst track on ffoiw 
wfacti appeared to be rirfrg tatty Iasi on the tardes causa Kris Greaa fourth at Martsat 
Rasen. won at Nowcastte afterwards. Tbm » was backward for his hunJes bow at Ksrrp- 
san and finished tMed off behnd Upgade. but tt can pay to overlook the bans facts of tha 
effort based on the subsequent woi and te smart Rat farm for John 0» fa keiand He was 
anong tto bottom wights when second to Wfaged kfassar fa the «rfr Oasarewaeh at the 
Cur^h fa October, but that wsasti a crackfag ^fanina Wd of ao and he RBfrredngoc. 
pwteiice wfl help l*n cope with the hurtjfifaurly of this compeWfae Irandcep. fa which he 
I looks leniently treOBd. The art fa the graurdwisurtManleno,who has won tarframabt 
and may have been below hfa best when beaten agafast his eentareh a Cattsriclrhendfaap 
fast tma Court Tbny. a half-bmtfwr to Rath Of Poaoa, has pace to spare, but to recent Cat- 
tanck win may not add ip to much. Alhosaam shoUd anoy a true-run race end was tar (torn 
cfegraced when second to the usefii older horse Country Beau at Sandown nine days ago. 
He tod KMda Lad 11 lengths bat* when second to Upgrade at Warwick ttks mnn#i and 
EtrxSd con&m ttw form on Ski woso tsrma. Sad Mad Bad tookq vtArarabie * the weirds 
and was taied off fa a Gada One tudfa at Chspslow fa December whan Klxkte Lad. a 
previous wrtner here was a G-fanglh third to R^wratdi O el a ct io n : TORN SAX 


7 - •tenJraaftpe&taqpBtfaitMS 

V J®* 1 U W W « TO m (M P TWrig) N MMM» O V fl___C Uei^yn 

hooped deem, whte ca^ at. 

ids. Tub tmSap weight dm Man Ssi Tffe 

BeTTWttMfcBnafaFaM. M Bras Ro*74 Nalysad, B-1 Flying ka&TEttB, M dare Man, 
m «•? umt 

W7: Tha Grey IM 9 ttfl A Odin tar (G Bchatls] 8 ran 

„ , ■ FORM GUIDE 

Moaraie ForM is fa ther farm of Ha Bs and fte Sandown win two outooa back laftsr a 

maratto^ainey from Jamas Acting )«nifaSccaand?iia3fldeca*ggie6qmNAfySARL 

oa atom iwvaai fa csrtafety poaafala. Kadaatrr* tttd, hto a stiff task at tt» em&*x 
ynaadonawBiaica and givaft tha farm asoid look. Naysarlwiaabittatacrfard on 

talra start fort) manta and has atocabaan a da» second to Anabranch at Dtah 

Uindar at the nfah probably mada tha dffsranee between victory and dalaat 

pwfaonitoB agamat a mare who *«« wlnrtng tof the Wtti 
amelrtaferm. A Sfcpiactoha^ NatysaU rtwi ae the S an down fa rm with Mponaie Forts. 

wnohasiMicatal(enad8canthanddopBtA|rrkicrecUr^styte.EwanHoirhaidth8Rao- 

ST°?5!S*! Bn fl a O ei1, NnL^ can run hire offlit correct mark and coUd gfl b« NhBBd 
« the nandcapps Ha an under a cloud than beafisn at WSnsicfc ii Ue Decembac 
but has wnlB ckftw twe aarts nlcdy. Satoctkn NAIYSARI 


o AK GREENALLS GRAND NATIONAL TRIAL |-I>U| 
HANDICAP CHASE (Grade 3) (CLASS A) Uafll 
£80^00 3m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £50,057 

1 P2FFP B8JKNT R9fG (B3) (Ms EMe BmcA P Nchds D T1 1) TJMurpky 

PWt btack traces. Mwdtfanre pk*OR Ofarx (Amend 

2 P)WS EARTH SUWCT (3SMC) (Suirt t P ar n w di p Th^ W TWfaanOawes D C O-T J^ B 

Sack, feBtavEesmsanddseres, quartered cap 

3 P039P NAHTt&f LAD pi) (C) (J Etn) Hn J Htman 8 O n JFTMsyB 

THTO ht y* tftit, r M»i *i a»M | h t yTr ran 

4 3U6M AVRO ANSON TOCQlAmn* Mss JCWrechoUU Ti .PMvsn 

£Mbba bMb sfcm% dak Me (bounds, dadcbkm or aftto dhremfe 

5 03SP- lDsnEGaNEe327)tcq(MraSykfaQegs)TUseDii JCafa^nB 

DM tte and orange Huarttacg, ormge deans, eta* btn stm. orange of, dads due dm 

6 vm STRATH ROYAL (35) (Lady Area Bertfndg 0 BrerrarC « a MBrwnsn 

Stack aMa afeetes. bfadi cm wMs dmmt 

7 5W22 CAU.rrAOK(»)9bs Jaw Land 0MdtdsayBV7 -R Johnson 

ttyd Oka. nd ctmnm. ulm deem Mue cm redfroeps 

B 3-03U2 DUN BELLE (20) (Ms ACarrcky) P Fahy ^1) 9 06 .NWSassnn 

Mbwa«f(y8ycliemrs.)a*srsfaaeB; grey jar 

8 Z2S4U COURT ICJ30Y (14) g** Cotun) Phfcfacks 01)4 R Thorton B 

Uam end letow dfanontfc maim afaeres. yefcw cap 

V -S300U ANTOMN (FR) (13) (G R Baiey Lfa) Us S Brand (H) 0 03 .8 PdmB 

Mow mt n a u g isai d rip o, mpad deo m. q ua iawdc qj 

11 -WQ IM OF !41AtS£ (21) (Q^ (BF) (M G St QJtr) 0 Shareood 8 0 1 CFSnnV 

PWr dermis. yMbw stasias and 

12 (1142 - INTO TVE RED (371) (J Huddej Us M Pewley H U 1 ADotofa 

Mbra aftfe cap oMriito far 

U 303443 SHANAGARRY (4B) (ECF) (P HetfamM P Hdfwi (H) 9 D 0 Bftefcn 

ftoqn and grey qtafarad(7sy3faeres^rey cap. txoenspoK 

H fl-gpp CCXjONB. HCN(? ( 28) (mbatagdmlGflcMtfa BOO POrtsrty 

Afauw and pM check. sMa sfaeres 

E 12042 DOM SAM0URA1 (FR) (7) (BF) (BA Kfainck) U flps 700 CMaudeB 

Emarab greea aoriethooped deeaea and cep 

« -13311 KBBMU.CAVAUEROl)fk8dnl\Nk^ddD0V)BRMnBnana DSatoffl 

Pt*. UxkdKuonandandBB. quetndcap 


rXncl RACING POST HANDICAP CHASE (Grade 3) KF| 
(CLASS A) £50,000 added 3m Pen Value £29,600 Bafl 

1 JWOF Q<ALlB«SB1I>UUK:ffRH44)(DHBn(PAJchn3on)MR4ieflff D - -APMdSoyB 

Rojefhfaa erwaWyeendeaes. shfaesa emerab green ^jco 

2 -tlFlP CAtiaOEBAY(2a)(RY«ms)OSto*ood9lia J A McCarthy 

Oath Hue, meold gear das, dak btie deem, <tah due oao-BaeoldgKen star 

3 3T3U2 SUPSnaCTICS (42) (C) (BF) (HVffaryl RAfae-IOXI O A Thorton 

QBagdd3ash*titmtegoUari7*e*haofxilcap 

. 4 ZMUP- EGYPTMBl.PI9NCE(4B1)(C8ISR1tttWIBsJR#nBifi®9— Rftnart 

Wanted seams an daeres 

s »SP4 AMIRAKEWRESSatxq (D)(AmlraK Express ParcetslMsJ Pfanann 08 A Magsars 

^tddahoops.ropdbkie^ehmsrpeddee^'rdc^ 

6 5«Z2 {^rrAOTCTltoJsreLaneJDiiJrtaOTSDB »prtarew» 

Ro^b^^Cheem^e^e^Uuei^iedho^ 

7 2BW lAW)AHWD1^(C)n'Jftn»P'RW» 1 '®5- - MAW^wW 

Saga, town sp«RtolBS5feeies.«dsearatnsmcfa 

8 FFJB2I JB8BITHEMB8ai(lfl|JH«^MsJP*n*si9*0 

ffad. asyQosscdlarafaaifibeiesflntfc^ 

-Bdectwed- 


iUrwi«D#f« Jna/*n*^*e^SwS^il»ajkr^faChirfMl^ 
rerSte^SSSS-IWI It ADe* IMSWhRcy^MIfta ^ “ SUhJta’rSTSSw 

KeraMCwMK^T^SmsxrolBfanortKhfl.EtohflO^ 

Ud,2M'oflwa 

W7: Sum Bh B » 8 J Gabcme T-2 {C &«*a) 5 ran 

DUN BEU£ was tha only novfae to consst the Thyaates HartBipQjM< J*™"" 

ftrk leaf yetnan and was 5b wrong fa tha handfaqpt to So ate dd 

nfagqn lourth to CoJdra Be Batiat She had bean on the up befarei Mrnd smtm « 

bamafataWiBffM.prBgmM)gdgedonhBrnjntodhrklBDo*an6PfMo“ ,t, *^™“^ 

Bib Hennessy Cogrw Goto Q43 “ LBopaida«s*m lest tlma ArMMfcMrt cntsbnd 

fted LMs ot Gonwi Park and Dun Beta, a usuaBy sound jumper, bats tafafc* fame 
IfarfpfWs fll NJtflfc who won tta for Pat faitf h «95.CaI R A Day hadmnOmMie 
two and a half lengths atoft when aacond fa Ottasa a UttaMer a bmigrt 
the tam shoiid be confinrad at ihe weighta. althoutft Hm Of Prafaa trad up so tMady 
IBM on ft* tiuntfttafrrtty haw bean fjaUg the affcda of Na hard*^* 

. tet win ^Sandown teat nanth. Earth Sumraft tetjfftaitlDaaaaas. Harm a S» «»to 
van the Coral Hteteh Nabonfa ai Chepstow In December and than ffatsd out fa mp mfj 
tar MarMt here 1 expect him todobastofmarthare. but l»haBhypM-4jns«*»«i «' 

Tbm Jenta'hea tvAa bain auapandBd tar tea uaaof tbe wh^» on l*n. Dc*a 

to&i and in torn, ia a few potnda out of Ihe handc ap pfepet SMacBon: DUN BELLE 


i ^ f B) £15,000 aided 2m Penalty Value £10^1 Uifli 

1 MSB MASTER BEVRED (2) (□) (M£EJIMdi3s| P E vgraf) 11 Q. PCatwny 

Odrttw. pUrafacdMbtoafawM: pM tea; pM a* dM Ufa mt 

2 Tl-OfiO miATON(i^(i9(pRid«iaan)8BaUig5ll4 B Futon 

flfadlfite* and ydbe chad cap 

3 25H40 *WtM1(3S)(U)^tKI3faWWl)9Qc*^7T14 kkBtomdi 

- kteroi vfd BPoBnfLivn fa B m d aiir teteaMBcteXffaoont faiurJ 

4 32-HS NB>PB1RES)(3^ p) pnpa)R5naonBH 4 XAsptiR] 

BKmnandaangetquartsrad). amsktgnj uiah e mi 

5 1B-B. EED BIA2ER (42) (BF) {hfaB H Kngr) IBa H Kri^a 7 11 4 _JCt4Wy 

Bm&jsan.U*i and gq hooped cap 

6 IFOPflB I^UTANTE DAYS (21) (D) (Mrs Shfasy Bratos) Usa H Krlga 6 fa Q— CFSawi 

tbtom pupte spds. ysacw cap 
.-Bdiettred- 

BETTINa 4« Rad Blastfi 11-4 MatearBewlsd, T14 Banator. hm Nn too, 12-1 Ddsdsaa Days, 
14-1 l^pwRaad 

Juyudi 5 11 4. J Otexxna fr2 (J CK) 7 rw* 

FORM GUIDE 

RED BLAZER bypassed WfacantonbKlngwaaHwOto fa wNchMaatarBsvaM was aao- 
ond. but wed beaten, by 11m Suppose Masker Bovetad looks tha type ® cope was with 
two «sck runs, but he wl do wel to giva 8b and a basting 10 Red Bteau who waits 
some cut undortaat and wfl gat the strong pace he needs with Nipper Read and Now 
Inn fa the Ine-ig Those two era ip agafaat Hailhe wsl tf i u and. wMe BaBator teso 
needs to run above hirnseK he appeals S3 a horse with a bk bit more to offer dssptte 
jtot a fat seventh to SftarptoaJ in Newtxry^'fote Gold Trophy. He wrxJd be easier to fan- 
cy H his stable was fa better town. Red BtezerwoUU bs a pttosfaia Champion Hutlle out- 
tedu. despda nsfraj^s legs, It the gound tame right and should be good enough. He 
Is open 10 improvement and mss set plenty to do when #wd to Npper Reed fa an Ascot 
hancScap tost month There e a 2Bto tum-reund now. Selection: RED BLAZER 


|b nnl MTB GROUP MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS D) £3,750 added 
j o^u | gm flf penalty Valua £3.165 


t 83M rartMWPTJlIAiSTwtonlNTWflESlDBteBTI? JUfMyn 

2 0 B0B87 YKXETg»)(FWJ Sandy) R Judes fltl 7 — ... ..ary laMaffl 

a SO CAPr«iM0ITOWP^?^P'* s 9^ W teEJJoaai 

4 .21/ earo PARK (714) (UraESfl — M faadi ) KBalsy 6 h 7 KWSweson 

9 (-3342 CSA8APPlEHtLp«(M*amMhed0ttiDtalSff7-.-~. — --J*“ 

B OWE 0ESUre0EM.(3q{BtanMtotaJBittian? WWwMn*» 

7 4 FANDfE5TRL&ttL(ni)(3B|9UtertOgttan)Ml)duiterSll7 PCwtwiy 

8. JUNES RWS1 (A Un M Rerefay 5 11 7. P>"» 

■9 0- TBiy 

fa X OU>ROUVa(USA)(T7)|MaRDOoi«l)OiAaayM)71l7 DGMtaflhw 

U REBa ROCKET (HvBMbmUnBB)Uuv>7 117 —71 Dowflngp) 

fa OOFF StjUVMNTE (7) (Rhfc Factor Partneahp4 R la* 6 11 7'.'. BFccton 

fa IP/ 1MGt£WOOOBOr(72t)(MiDButB)l*sOButiw7P7 AThomfan 

M 22 7WPICKLBttKEOT(T>«^NCHdOTG»B8BP7. SYTynns 

fa 33- THESMOWBURN(9*1)(n»)vySyn*^T , ftto51l7 .flGBRty 

fa 6M4 TBCWAJWWR (IS) (Ms Baer Moos) G M Mocra 7 11 7 NBwiBsy 

17 TV-4 VTTJU. ISSUE (i») [AnreDumswdWWrrtoasl J J OT4a* fi fl 7 CFSwm 

fa WAflDLEBRfl)GEURWtaTKi4MsLWflin«toBTI7 WHantan 

fa 532- mSESMEl (364) (An Em^ G Ffcftatb 5 TI 2 ADOhhh 

20 « AeOOHOM{22)(KsmmaoPk}MFtoe4fafa CMwids 

-20dKtered- 

BETTWO: 7-4 Ok! Roowi, e-2 Crabfpplt KS, B-1 Beefy Noro. 5-1 CeUc Par*. 10-1 FVn Dfasbu- 
wLfaM JwsRhst. Tires Vfanfto 14-1 fan PMtod Drtea. 1H Tha Snow Ban. Ufa nlUP iWB S. 
VttN trow, 20-1 otfwts 

faST. AbsoUWy EqufaoTW 8 II 7 B ftroSI 3-1 )t tor (U HeMorvOq) IB ran 


0 Mil WHITE RABBIT NOVICE CHASE (CLASS C) £7,000 

l added 2m Penalty Va/ue £4,834 

1 01-m 81BJNBS DU MOULM (t^ 0)) (RbbertOgttoqQHtiwrdiBTI fa -PCwlwry 

2 Q0-P21 STORM DAMAGE (S3) (D)(P Barbu T Cure ClarogPMcfwbB IT B.„.TJII«»phy 

3 P-4350 CHSCAn^DaiidJTIrorfatori) CBtoh 9118 MRangsr 

4 0BB54 COOLM4Y (22) (Chanp Chdon Co LB| □ McCan 8 H 5 T Janies 

5 1-06 l£WESD0NMANCn(Bq(quGI , MWPVMiba’7Tl6-. NWBamsto 

6 4-101 POTTB7S BALE (30) (□) ftbs) D Hchcfaui 7 h 4 R Johnson 

■ _e declared - 

BETTING: 4-5 EdalMil Du Maufei.94 Prttart 7-2 Storm Dnsgs. 14-1 LswMlfan Manor; 

33-1 Oootonjt n Chaahs 

«S7: Ryfag faflnxxtor 7 II 5 R BMaruy W (P R Wsbbet) 4 rwt 


A gc I TARV1N STANDARD NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) £1 ,750 added 2m Penalty Value £1,580 . 

1 » RH09BGRBAY (718(D) (PBufngDMkpnena) M b HK ni^t Sit 11 _fl Thornton 

2 321 BSUWDBRAAZAM^B) ^UEQrewaQCGentSII 1T> JfrOMcPhMR 

3 1 B0RAB0M(l^(tonaJriaBtoln4NMtoRltotteiflfl&. LSnBwmp) 

4 ARDU)0MUU)(JS«l)M«jnaiM5114 MrSDuatofS) 

6 OMMYBBMN(FVnrNgfaa4JMJaffnonSP4 ECWfaghn 

6 HEADMASIBt(rtonTWnPsk)FVkirtsdi5ll4 EHoabwalD) 

7 HBOUHYUNMdorflPBawmontSTM BOwtap) 

B 46 JU5TAMGCU8EpQntanpBi\OanyOD[TO}JJ01US114 LCusnfas(3) 

8 3 KMGS ROAD (17) (VhsNdnfai Jonas) N TMtonDavtas 5 H 4 MKteg^(7) 

fa 3 NATIVE RECRUIT (21 )(B^ (Jury MMyt)DMchaton 9 tl 4 RUro^y(TQ 

H RIDOflHE/ON J0NS(JctoiSingkSD^DIfcCflnBlt4 : SHogwip) 

fa 02 YYHJMGTONSner(72)f , EngKvl)TEasta>bySn4 Mchrol Brscswo R 

13 RHAT 0TLLTON SAT (TAsJwfaDwysr) BlarpeS 71 4 jfc S W OYatoghWi (7) 

M . VHODAREflVMNSMsAlMto) J'J0afaB5P4 MrOJawafl 

fa WOOOn&DHSEptaMBSchoisy)MsMFtewt8(B1l4 ■: 1_: Giro 

fa KDWIMBS(Joe4 Jo*n*1fc*wnfa)MPip860Q QStppIs 

17 CASTLBflLL STAR (G Q FfflBu) L Urigo 4 1) 8 J WDiroflng(7) 

fa 3 MAJOR TOM (28) (rPTMB) Tito 4 ID 0 LCbopwp) 

fa IIRMAKXD(MK0ktaai)Rteb9ttnaB4flS — : MrKROfayan(7) 

20 MGHTVBES(SEShatoi)TEastoby4faB FLetoy(J) 

-2Ddecfared- 

BETTWG:7-aitoflroRurulL»a Bora Ba%l1-21 nritoi Mte a . 133 WoodffaMBda. B-1 Kfatfattoad. 
10-1 RbosnWgr B^. ISM tttft VInb, SBaodar A Am 1«-1 lto|Ar1bi% Hwbwy. 2M othan 
087: Hurts Qofl Star 6 11 4 R Mssasy Q 3-1 p Mehtoon) fa rat 


3 Q3TO MR STRONG aALE(2)(B)(TGAChsppafaPNdn6s7n 3 ATJiratSOrtB 

00k green, ttockaas/Kfek pem tom* radanto&itodk aid rad checkout 

4 1-01F2 Sfll DANTE (IQ (D)(PsterR Wiry) R Rone 711 3^ -DOfadBwa 

MBhf&kjawhtosbrcntvooyoi/can hooped steoey 

5 fa-121 STORMY MSSAGE 18(D) (PStar UiQPHcbbaS 11 S RDunwrody 

Lift blue, bbdr sash, amtott end hoop on cap 


BETTING: 1M Stormy Ffassage, 2-1 Sir Dwto, 3-1 Ik Strong Gaia, M Grun Green Desert 
«B7- Lard Ate 10 II 7 A lAfaroe 4-1 (P Vfabba) 6 ran 

FORM GUEE 

With EdahvBis Du Movtoi holdhg a first preferred angapnsnel at Haydock, the way mid 
be dear tor STORMY PASSAGE Id notch tto tf*d success ewer fences. After huder 
with Newbury Plumpton and Oiep3tow wns fa 1996-97. Phip Hobbsb charge beat ftv- 
er Bay two lengths on he fencang bow at the latter track fa December and gave Overyfc 
Lad a nfne-fangtti rSunmlng at Sandown. fa between Stormy Passage was beaten two 
and a half lengths by Dtwal Dancer (a previous and subsequent winner) to Haydock. Mr 
Strung Gate was cm i pte Hnq a hat-tnek when bestfag Even Bfas a length ana a quarter 
at Ludow 17 d^s ago and he wutAd have made it kur off the reel at Wfacannn an ITus- 
dsy except for Nttr*g the last Hs rafted wel. going down half a length bshfad Capw 
wray. Sto Dante easiy JustHiad tereultten at FoBtastone fa Decertw on his second ran 
over fences and held every chance only to topple rarer two out in Awards race at tha 
same couree at Ihs end of January Richard RowoS rumor was beaten a taigth by a we- 

M type fa Ato The Butler at Wwwlck a fortnight ago and wfl not be far away here Green 
Green Deeert won Ms first three chases- fora fa al- but was a Ea ter at N ewcastle tor 
weeks ago and was wel beaten at Doncastoc. Selection: STORMY PASSAGE 


Mwnumec^t 10a. Tm hant/tap Mm The Mir 9* St. 

STUNG: »4 CMngw DD Uc, 7-fa StfaWbcBn, H JMwr The Kfobro H CaMsos Bay; 1V2 
Usd Ate; 1 B-1 Amtrak&praas, 20-1 Egypt UHPttact 
S37: ktetaten 11 fa 2 R f=sraiM4-I (Ms J Rtmai) 9 rai 
FORM GUIDE 

CHALLENGER DU UJC, sraprisin^y stfl without a win so far tlto season, can redHy 
matters here. Marts* Pipeb runner, odds on at Wfacanton last trna was prominent only 
to tall four out n Ihe race won by Cslftsoe Bay. He can get the better at this rival aJ- 
thaucfi Bib wares in. Chatenger Du Luc, a friEtratng type who has to be produced 
very lata had ftrwhad nmer-vp r «s four precetSng starts BW tarm, fadttong whan 
beaten two lengths By See Mora Business fa toe King Geo^a toofonglhe winner on 
the run-in but (aflng to run on. Soper "footles has scored four tfaies here, al at *#wrt- 
er trips, wtiBe Land Aterts three chase victories at tlto Beck hare also been over short- 
er. Even sa Super lictlcs rtght be the one to caue Chaflenger Du Luc most treitoia. 


Jfliber The Kfliber. favoured by the weights whan wning at Wfacanton for the ffrattfaw 
In two yearn, finds iwnselt 5to wror^ fa the weights toe time tut can go wel tor tea 


In two yearn, finds iwnselt 5to wrong fa toe weights toe ttme tut can go wel tor ten 
yaarto wrosng stable. He looks much better than Amtrak Express, who Ib from the 
same yard. Selection: CHALLENGE! DU LUC 


HENDLESHAM LIMITED HANDICAP HURDLE 
(Grade 2) (CLASS A) £20,000 added 3m 110yds 
Penalty value £12£20 


[o-qcI VOICE NEWSWPER ADONIS HURDLE (Grade 2) |3| 
(CLASS A) £15,000 4YO 2m Pen Value £9^10 Mfl 

1 om42 BJAUSTE (FR) (11) (D) (Trew Parting) M Ppe 11 0. A P McCoy 

Dak Uua. Sgl* blue ddnml and domond on cap 

2 4021 IffAL ESTATE p1)(D) (tesJ Maid) DMdxtefa 11 2 AMsgaire 

Emsrabgreeri. emeold green cap. tototte 

3 5 PRMIIBtBAY (21) (E M Thorton) P Hotfcs fa E. — GUxnwy 

Qsy and yeflaw cteratoa toped cq> 

4 12 SS TALBOT £1)(D)(BF)(WES&rflJOdCe MAS^aakl 

Oak Okie tod steechadutek btm shews. wMs cap. dart Nus ste 

5 08 SPICK AND SRANP(|(EOTiteeftrtnas|PHBc^rO fa JfiKawa^rV 

finaaW green and vetowfksteA raak/gnei tosses, jeAroarn«; *mcap 

6 V SUPPUf AND DBIAND (ICO (D) (Wort) GL Moore fa fa Rftsrooody 

Darkbfaa eVBtar 

7 411 VIRTUQSO (79) (D) (1*5 M Dwfas) C Mam fa JMagro 

OsA geav end SgM greoi dabofo quartered cap 
-rdsetarad- 

BETONG: 84 fflr Ttebot, M Rasl Esbte. 7-fa Sup|riy Aod Demand, « Virtuoso. 5-1 Fabtete. 12-1 
Prvmfar Bay, 2d-1 Sptet AndSpsi 
W7. LCy»a 4 W 12 ^ A 7-2 (D HtiKbon) fa ran 

FORM GUIDE 

SIR TALBOT, twice succassU on the Rat in 1997 for Richard Hannons stable, locked 14} 
at Huntfagdrav an his hmflng bow r January. Jfai Okfa rtarge was beaten six fangths by 
Ctty HaO when odtte<»i at S-mdoum - Premier Bay and Spick And Span mflw behfad - 
but that wstier S pr^ty smart and SrT&xt can come good open me ar m Su ppl y And 
Demand made a wimng yuipfag debU at Newbuy fa Nrawrtoer and ctefoile a Irage - 
mraflh tojsenca tolowed up at LingfWd. Richard Ouwwod* who was atxwrd both fanes, 
is agam fa the sadda FfaalEstats.ranlyiourtotoSoundAppeBlwtKfaS-ScnforhtelxS' 
tflngherenOctoby.Wttoto rifo rl l faliiulwlit»iwinnfagtoA3cta(3oWn6dt«ne-vSrafad 

Appeal a sewmJangto third. Real Estate was agtoi beaten by Sound Wppea/ nert flme - 
at Cheltenham n December - and, attar a second to Upgrade here redfawd to fos beg 

wto a fa^engto Uttawter wiv French impert Fetaflsta won a weak heat aasky at Str^rd 
on his British dsbui but was ifaplacod n his ne« toree outings and was bearwi a craptera 

tangtta by Real Estafobstabtenate Bakkar at Leicesfer last time Selection: SIR TALBOT 


1 -P4035 Bflfi6r(a)(lfeJfi»w«IClterfln7. RUnooodr 

SfacA yakw chwwa. yakmdao^a. bbek amto^ tpartBndoep 

2 -Ttfal GVSAHT (17) (D) (Ms R CCtbckfl M Hpe 8 11 2 APUcCoyB 

Drt test esinM green amMs and op 

3 ff2Ml BUaWOUaBOY(2l)(Ths8»tyBtw(D«*cl»n0eB 

Mm, large dpibkieqxta, Bleep 

4 -P4PD5 PLEASURE SHAHH) (17) TO (fonyEave^P Hobbs « B9 UrRMfewP) 

LgM blue, retow gxft. tfaevta wvdapefa on cap 

5 16ZM TREASWEAGA4Y (17) (DJ (Jofa htga Gwyns^kksAf Jams9 fa 7 UAFtfpnU 

AqteBrtoyeicwdtoiXRteptf|*MMweadcsp 

6 05P12- MSXTATOR (305) (C) (0) (Vka SDOftei R Mps Wfa7 SCwrteB 

fled btek aam. sUped cep 
-Bdecdnd- 

Umrvn maght 10U 7t Tine rwxSrap ueighfe Treasure Again lost AteSaior as 4b. 

BETTfltG: 98 Gysart. 3-1 Buckhoote Boy. 9fa Bfaaey, 13fa ^ tteam Again, 14-1 Pteasura Swrad. 
25-1 Mstfltstor 

SStoftoraneor7faB AMsgure&i p Mdubon) fa ran 
FORM GUIDE 

GYSARTssotedefeatinflvestartetoissaasonwaswhenbetanel^tlBngdwbyTksn- 
petoo at AscoMhe tone before Iasi - oon ce dng 34fc to toe winner Martin Pipe's n ine- 
year-okl has since won easfag up on a reban to Ascot 17 days ago rai stoch tksptay he 
fv» should have notfmg to fear from Itaesure Aeafn (3b better) and Pfrasuv Shared 
fwfo better), who finished a IS-length tort and 3»-tengto fifth respeehvaly: Haring eakt 
trial. Treosrae Agan was having he first race m M months on that occasion and wfl be 
nuch straighter for It Stfl. Grysart sewna Brely to hare more trouble fa tksposfag of Bock- 
house Boy. even though toe rival e only 31b batter n than when he Bnishod fl teytos 
behind hen in Tompetoos Ascot raca Backhouse Boy foa defied tis! falb to Wfacanton 
before that concadng 34b to previous winner and neck rumer-up None Stirred, on d 
cane honw by three lengths trom Outset at Sandown last Bma Marfltotor. a cowse wrv 
nar over two mies and frvo three yaare ago gets this tongertop but ia getting long fa toe 
tooth and is without a race since Apri Pick a those with expanence could be Mr Uni- 
verse, only ttth ot 34 to tockan Spnng at Sefoetiorn GYSART 


|c i ~ n ) KEMPTON STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT RACE (CLASS H) 
° , ig l £1,500 added 2m Penalty Value £1 ,424 

1 ABSOLUTELY HOPEFUL (Hcfnef PUfett; C Mcrkx* 5 n 4 PRywi (7) 

2 00 HOTPOT (53) W E DuJey) C Hemstay 5 n 4 — Iflss ADdctey (7) 

3 0 LANDCRU8ffl(fa)®JIWa)CAlen6tl4.„ — .Mfficterd* 

4 D M UMVERSE (17) (Ifawnai Ccrteence Trv LK} N Chare 6 11 4 AMsgttee 

5 42R- RKranTO(30D)iTreGaxagBBraMBsftsmd4AJTud>6ii4 ...HBefleny 

6 0- SP«« BLADE (465) (Ms SMy Rate) LA DX8 61I4 PHrtvyp) 

7 TAXBU5TER (TiiustEKj N Thomson 6 P 4 _.,.Sa»raugh 

8 A4KBYAICAD iDtMd Cog H Rom 5 # G • . . OOSrMwn 

9 0 THEBEZnOPRanwrtJJPanwrtSfafa JGoMtoefn(7) 

1] BARAN ITSU IF H WAwrej k Bute 4 OB MA«*gwatd 

v RANE0FGU}RY(MrsJlnrn^kkSSZDWEcn4 0a.^ - _..Abvbw(7) 

fa NORTH TYNE (Lady TaBot d Wtohdel RAhraA fafl AThantoe 

fa TEAM PROJECT |MKier:UfferycRSnBdt3i}Gaanaftjs4 OS... ROsrooedy 

14 TUDOR KING |J H farkadi) J King 4 08 A P McCoy 

-Mdsctarad- 

BETTMG: 9-4 Tudor POng. 7-3 Mr IMrorsa. 11-2 Baran teu. 8-1 A4(f»y Ahead. 10-1 North Tyne, 
Turn Prtaped, iw Usdcrabte 1 W AbtfMr HPpMA»HBM* 

S97: Courtry Bear 5 11 3 M Bdwms 5D-1 iJ Khg) T7 ran 


Musselburgh 


HYPERION 

2.20 Eastern Project 2.50 Kings Minstrel 3.25 
Little Duke 4.00 Tom Brodie 4.30 Peggy Gor- 
don 5.00 Reeds 


8 6B30 VICTOR LASOD (11) R Aten BH 7 BteroyV 

9 5465 EASISWPTOi£Cr(14)MiteTmond4t3H.MrCB«srop) 

fa 60 WBS94AJE{25) JHJchn$en4 lit A8Sattr 

Jt 0 THEWe«LW BBaflB gait4faTl STtyWp) 

amm 7-4 Fasten fto(4ft7faAiTdydLM View Ite^ 6-1 HteWM to. 

M 3sgda.W My BdK 85-t fflrwHWte.1toroWi W.3M otosra 


GOING: Good io Rrm (Good n places) 

•Right-hand oval eouca with tight foma 
•Cra/BB fa SrYi E Of Ednbugh on At Bus ink from Ednfavch aa- 
tfon 5m ADMSSION; Club W!; 'fenersaBs £6 (OAPs atxJ imefn- 
ptoyed £3) Accompanied under- iBa free CAR PARK: Free. 
•LEADING TRAINERS: M HfHimwM 30-faB G34%) J H Johnson 
£M06 (t79%l P MontaUi 1484 (S7%L Mia S Brartune 1t-96 (nsw 
•LEADING JOCKEYS: A Dobbin 17-H6 (R7%). B Storey B-1ffl 
fniV « WUHamson B-O A S SmMi ®47 OZB%L 

•FAVOURITES: 120-290 1414%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Victor Lasta (vwowd) £20): Hoon- 
Hgtt Venture (250) 


TDRRIE & CO MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £3,000 added 2m 


1 3-42U0 AlflJNCH (23 J fteryS 11 7 . .. DPtotar 

2 BOOT DBHKSroWGMTp)Dlana>9717 IBksteB 

3 P HDDAY COWBOY (F36) Mss L RsM 5 If 7. D Rate (7) 

4 4 '£m 0 MY BISTBt (87) Mss K iflgsi 8 II 7 -RGbttt 

5 OFFPO ONTTEOtf CHANCE(F38) RMOtebrBfl 7 MMofooey 

6 SM5F SEGALA (11) JJ ONci7 7:7 RHcQratop) 

7 «M06 SUKER HOWE (SZjOMBftsfSflr DJttcOat 


fo cn l DOWN ROYAL NOVICE HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 added 3m 

1 2IP481 UASTS1B«SWDp^{CTOPk'o*ihOCOikHa«te«S 

2 FNAR ECHO (9t]L lingo 7 ffB. 

3 IPB023 AB)CHElMraERC11)FMuFty61l8 »8»8 

4 -U22M KWGSMWSIRM.(Wfl DLanfaBfl 3; 

5 344P0B MOQ«JOn-VEmUHEp1)M'Wii»6®0-UMBl^ 

B Jim AlASWNtfBR(29)CT^S^8ier7fa»— — ewlj®"** 

7 &F21P 8a00MB1irSWB1E(5qCC0)E3cit8t)B--D»*»8 
B erarp BROADWATOIBCWP^MHartTmJfafaS-MrCBcsnerfS 

9 (ffa-fa QAStMAR (5^ (CD) l4»LRa»H fa4 — OBeMtey 

fa WHO R3REVH1GREY<rfl<D)JHJtt«S?i6fa3 KJrtwaon 

A 5faH» U0RDFKT(11)M»KbMgan7DQ BSoij 

12 IP-020 PfifiSONSOTffiiBOf (43) TO WKerrpfifaD HMcGrthffl 

fa 8KB MUUJNS (S2) □ ItffjH 7 fa 0 DJMoCffl 

-13dsd«r#d- 

<firaB*UBegttTQst Jnafuntfcspaogfttrliyrf^Stf Ob.rbrawsGM 0 
flayw »«l Mufta WT®. 

BETTW& M Ptar Ecte. 4-1 Mrter BntoA 11-8 Apadra RaldteW-1 
Saktan M Ssnn. Bnadow Bop Atesten Hrt 12-T Meraflgte tah 

nn. 14-1 tangs HnteiL DrotenK mMh IM ftstoif 
atim 


T ro- ocl SCQTM1D EBF ‘NATIONAL HUNT' 
NOVICE HURDLE (QUALIFIER) (CLASS 
D) £4,500 added 2m 4f 

1 4R33C U77I£0UttfTO(CD)»4sSSrB3twiiefiff5 

Mr M Brwfeans (5) 

2 24)0 YDUMGTOMO (38) J H Jchns0rt6 fl 5. .. — -ASSraSh 

3 2DW» BOmAWSCOUKTm(14)Dttrtfl71TO DJMotttt 

4 2000 NATURAL TALENT Paris 6 HO DPwk* 

5 54B OWAHANDY MAN (821 J Gtadun 7 h 0 KJchm" 

6 PrfaP PRSSM (36) A YMarc 6 fa 3 JwtflwP) 

-6ds dared- 


lionl BBJfNG BEER HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £4,500 added 2m 4f 

1 7?3rC MYSHENUOOAH(38)(GO)^JHJdrcon711 fa 

ASSradh 

2 S3F356 CONTRARRE (15) AUVhflansBtl S S-foytop) 

3 1-5546 C0NfllANDBlGLEN(23) (CD) MHammarel6 11 3 DBwteey 

4 C5«3 PeGCYGORDON(183)TOMrsDThamufa7fa<. 

- NHemdaty 

b -35353 MONKEY WENCH (52) (D) WsJGaaMSw 7 fai .fl Stony 
-Sdedaratf- 


ETTWG:44iate Date, M Ybuog Tomo, 12-1 Natal TMtot 2M Sow 
tenda Counbyi 8M Owfandy Mai. 48-1 FteHbn 


BETTING: 5-6 sty Stwnanrfoah. 4-1 Cortraftro. M Monkey Wancft, 13-2 
Commsrate- Gian, 8-1 Psggy Gordon 


n : hn ~l SCQmSH ufe handicap chase 
(CLASS E) £5,000 added 2m 41 

r && RW1WWL(74)(CD)Cftfa«nJffO. ssw 


00 EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY TURF CLUB 
HANDICAP HURDLE (CUSS E) £3^00 
added 4Y02m 


2322 TIGHTER BUDGET (lity {D) (BF) tame Saer 1111 3- 

- RHcGrtebp) 


3 K2354 WISE ADVICE P5) (CD) M Hammond B A 9 MrCBteteffl 

4 333P21 BRUITS DEUGKT (23) RAfan fall 7 S»»toweP)8 

5 333313 TOM KWOiE C3) (Cl (BF) J H Jtfstan 3 11 5 . ...A5Smkh 

‘SteM- 

BEfflNG JM TJ-4 ftteb OuSgf* H MqflflM, ft2 T#** 

Bodgw, 7-1 Wise Advico 


333 RESB{10)GM6AOTn n . . NHamkym 

433 MONACO ptJ)R Atm 113 SMtaben{7) 

211640 5fl£NT VALLEY (ID) (CO) kfosLGdoal 11 3 . THsodV 

252 FES. A LINE (a3) U I I rre ml no B Storey 

3C0 FOHTUe HOPPER (H7) UsE Stack 10 9 . .MGsulfT) 

OOP FEROMAN (gi) Jffoward Johnson fa G . ASSute) 

OS DENTON LAD (56) W Kon^j fa 2 RMcGralh® 

30* HEVBt G0LFCHARMS1(5>) SHcOmci fa2 A Currie (7) 
-Bdedarod- 


KTTWG; 5-2 Ft*i A Line, 3-7 Reoda, M Hcrwco, s-l Sflent Vtonv s-T 
Nwwten.10-1 DortonLad tft-1 FraUn Hopper. 20.1 Haver Goff aronwr 


Punters , Guide 


- HA.YDOCS. 

Hi . ALHOSAAM, who ran a 
good race tofifflsb^ wi>Whss«> 
to the s»-year-oW Counny 
Beau in a novice hnrdlc od g°°d 

to &m ground over 2m llOydsat. 

Sandown lost time, figures on a^ 
meat handicap mark and will have 
no problems with the drying 
ground. Manileiio, who reruns ip 
his own age group afler sjW*- 
length fifth w House Of D«an* 
avw2m at Catterick, «s another 
who will n« mind the faster air- 
fare and could prove the danger. 

OCX) 




said of most ot goyaJ. a* 
of whom may J* *?anii a dllllb !' 
mittedlyafflud-1^^ ^ 
fill stayer **££&»*&!* 

s^nottblywhen^^.^ 


U& NAIYSARI, who ran an ex- 
cellent race to be a neck nirmer- 
ud to prolific winner Anabranch, 

vridi the third left traiBug 12 kaglhs 

tvhTnfL oTCrSm 3f UOyds at Don- 
caster fast time oat; toscondlto& 
to suit today and should go _welL 
M donate Fort* is the prewtem, 
but might prefer softer ground. 

2 J 5 : BELLATOR, who according 

to apopolarsdiool of thooght, had 

i~iAr»rt oil AKtson for the Tote 


Deeniaiaouiaiii»wu.w» - — - — 

Gdd'Bo^tyatNe'*ufylast tune, 
f ^fwr to do the business in that race 
but stiU looked short of peak fit- 
ness beforehand and ran quite 
well to fmkh l4Vrlengtbs seventh 
to SbarpicaL ffis trainer reckons he 

needs soft ground to be seen at his 

best but all his useful form last sea- 
son was on a resilient surface and 

he should cope better than most 
here. Red Blazer is the dear pick 

on farm but all his smart form has 

been on soft ground and he could 

start a false price. 

030 

ZAS: COURT MELODY, 0 pro- 
gressive staying chaser, was im- 
pressive when beating Destin 
D’Estruval by seven lengths in the 
3m ) 10yds Agfa Diamond Handi- 
cap Oiase at Sandown in catty Feb- 
ruary and improved again two 
weeks ago when beating McGre- 
gor The Third by five lengths off 
a 6Jb higher mark at Newbuiy over 


to General r*T 

ftter Marsh e nllL 
Chase here last ura c ° UL 

KEMPTON 

esSff T.T* 

dSg-BSZS. 

on Monday. He h* ^ show 

in the rare but, cireus 
his best on thfe Cast 

Star may be the one toproM 

proving fast and “ 

{han Green Green Desert 

like the ground condition 
2K. TALBOT handled to* 

the Fla. and can ^ 

a reputation dented b>' J” P 
Hurdle second farounle lii> HaU. 
Real Estate is the threat- 
QT)n 

4JQS-. CHALLENGER Dl ’ ^ 
ran the rare of his We to be sre 
and 10 See More Busing 
track, and trip in th*? 

VI Chase and, although lhat »a 
nm on testing ground, he has form 
on this very different going. Super 
Duties is a course specialist hut ua " 
proven at the uip. 

□□□ 

4M: This is the right ground and 
time of the year for BIMSE* . who 
has the improving Gysart and re- 
habilitated Boddiouse Boy to beat. 




t wi im w no n3 117 iQ 2 _no IMLJgS- 

-£lB3. Second favourites »Cl50, 


(teMMfigtBjrf w i n n er . Party Rattles tf-1 fP95? 


Tbp Jockey: No jockey has won this race more than once fa toe pasi X) years 


First show 



20-1 20-1 


HM 150-1 ISO-1 


£ochmfa<fanartlK(xkls.plaDes. i.iJ 



9-1 9-1 IM 9-1 


OomSsmomd fa' n-1 12-1 fai 



NaMhanled 14-1 14-1 


CotamUnChW W-i IM 14-1 IB-1 


Kendal Caroler 20-1 -&-1 fai 20-1 


Am Anson 22-1 U-1 20-1 20-1 


20-1 fai 22-1 20-1 


25-1 33-1 28-1 33-1 


Haydock - 1.45 


C H L T 


2-1 11-4 11-4 9-4 


Kempton - 4.05 



Wkreel G-i u-i_ 16.1 im 

ten tfai _t-i_ fay 

Eacfmay a td& pfaas. r. 2~ 

C - 0»te H • VBkam ffll L - Laterte: T - Toe 


5-1 8-2 


5-1 ? :• M 5-1 

Anfaak Eapero im im" im in 
EgyiAWPrtnce 20- i 39i aa_t 25.1 

^^^ttey frutid 3~ 

quansr me oafeptessTTz - 


Results 


HAYDOCK 

2J> q;1NATI >re CHARM (J A McCarthy) 
fjflj; Su gyw Ganotto fa2, 3- JudKaam 
SU"?' * 2 ,r W S3£$ top!** Moult 


h5lT srcwSM'B 

rasftciaa m czso df: r^7Q 

£3147 Tncast. n992Q 

tsts&Kigseesgsi 


£5193 Tno-£37tt 

•iSKSSS^TSSSCS 3 


•O-Z 10 ran. 7-2 It tav Ewm'siuaiajleS^? 
aajKBaJey.UppaLarrtxwTUT^^S: 

tot £0133 Tno: £7250 MT: Shmg^: 
t i < i2SL£? USADEn IP Thom- 




a a tiros v ward. Grantham f Tote- ram 

^ EasSlfiODF- wSooIf: 

fagmTncwr £36039 Too : £8330 

nSSSC j£ ass? je ^ 5 

ber. Oienceaw) 1i^£nio 
, ,. 5 3 0: . J - DANGEROUS GUEST iC 

WaSSS&E 

SK 5 ««Safc 

Jacl^ot Not wn Pool of 

fo rward b Haydock fo?tev Ca/,19a 

DuMpot ElBtfa 
ProeeO. >-7231 Place 5: £1938 


kempton 


««^V.Pte5SSia D 

s»* 3 safis 




WtoSirt W OT IN 

Quick *-*'■ 3- 

s?a , asap ffi A«a! 

P«a »b tav. !*» ■ ^^aiwy 
im*. L Moan 


iNDEpg^ 

™^^ViCE 




aRLBaasgSftapffi 


40 CSF: Piah «. mq df- 


Hmpton 

IHISsiHii — 0 


trie 


•.-•3 








■jm^WWHO « DunroxxJy) fall 
?*■ “*9®Wnd T1-10; 3, Pnntftinm mli 

12.10. 

Place 6. £ia 7 S Place 5: 1.444 


SOUTHWELL 

? o Qu *» 1 ) M lav; 2. 
iflran 2?^£u^ - ? d 8 “ u Rohrto 16-1 

Cracker 9-3 6 ran. inT .%+• ?■ 8 



’ v 1 ' 


tms&&sS^ip 

On trig 8-l?T^m^l C i?" R'fo* Awak- 

ffiafSEaSSS* 

en “ ,te 


1 no; Eaa4r, 

e kSHSHtt 
®tS£5o- q 5J°« C3ftE 652t 

‘isssas^* 85 ^ 
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Time is money for the master punter 

After his successful 


After his successful 
foray into court Jack 
Ramsden is ready to 
return to what he 
does best Richard 
Edmondson reports 


WHILE he has been in court 
this past month, Jack Rams- 
den's erudite manner and 
perching of spectacles on his 
nose have led to many refer ring 
to him as owlish. There are sev^ 
eral, the Sporting Life team in- 
cluded, who could imagine the 
shadow of a much larger bird 
of prey being cast over the 
courtroom. 

If Ramsden' has bad the 
talons out for his opponents this 
past month, the sparrow has 
been his wife. Lynda. When he 
talked of her unswerving hon- 
esty and righteousness after 
Thursday’s adjudication, there 
were echoes of other descrip- 
tions in the very same court, 
where once there was comment 
on the “fragrance*’ of a partic- 
ipant’s wife. 

Jack and Lynda Ramsden 
first met over 20 years ago 
when she worked at the Epsom 
yard of John Sutcliffe Snr, 
where Jack, one of Barry Hills's 
first owners, had horses. Rams- 
den was working in the Gty , but 
the City wasn’t working for 
him. “I was a pretty useless 
stockbroker ” he admitted this 
week. 

Jade doesn't settle for being 
even a little useless at anything 
and, after the couple married 
in 1977, the Ramsdens em- 
barked as trainers in the Isle Of 
Man. Their horses had to em- 
bark as well, sailing on vessels 
that took them over the Irish 
Sea to do battle on the British 
mainland. 

Jack became an official of 
the Manx Hirf Authority and 
official handicapper, and then 
he became bored with the in- 
sularity of his surroundings. 
After scouting around the 
north of England, the Rams- 
dens found what seemed little 
more than wasteland with a few 
shacks in North Yorkshire at 
Sandhutton. About the only 
physical advantage was a private 
bore hole, which now serves the 
12 pop-up sprayers per furlong 
on Brecken boro ugh House's 
gallops. The stables, which 
have boxes to house up to 52 
horses, are regarded as one of 
the most lavish north of the 
Trent. 

Ramsden’s painting prowess 
soon started to attract great at- 
tention: It is not known how 
many of the grand betting sto- 
ries about him are true, but it 
is certainly the case that the big- 
bookmakers quickly closed 
down his accounts. And it was 
not because he had gone over 
any pre-arranged limit. 

Ramsden, like several of 
those said to make a living from 
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Jack and Lynda Ramsden: Partners for over 20 years In building one of the most successful stables in the North 


this sort of speculation, is a 
devotee of speed figures. He 
works on the premise that 
while a good horse is capable 
of doing a bad time, no bad 
horse is capable of doing a good 
time. He has his own comput- 
er formula for evaluating speed 
figures. He also has his own 
bookmaker in Colin Webster, 
from whom he receives £5,000 
a year for “advice on horses”. 

In addition to this arrange- 
ment, Ramsden also has bets 
put on for him (even Robert 
Sangster has helped out) to pro- 
tect his anonymity and the 
price. 

Ramsden does not boast 
about bis punting skills, but 
then again he is not shy about 
offering thoughts about the 
turf when required. Those that 
do not like the man think him 
a bit of a cleveidogs. 

That he is clever and self- 
confident will not have escaped 
members of the jury this past 
month. What did escape t h e m . 


however, was Jack's gaze, as he 
considered locking his eyes 
Into those of the jurors a bad 
idea. When asked about bis spe- 
cialist subject in the chair he 
said, without modesty, it was 
British Flat racing. 

It can be said that Ramsden 
is not bragging unduly. He is 
not a creature of the dark and 
will happily volunteer his ideas 
on races. From this newspa- 
per’s point of view, he has of- 
fered four winners from four 
when asked for stable horses 
to follow over the last two 
years. 

In 1996 Jack marked our 
cards about Master Charter, 
who on his reappearance duly 
won a 20-runner handicap at 
6-1 before going on to win at 
Pontefract and Newmarket, 
and Sujud, who won over hur- 
dles. Last year he put us on to 
Epic Stand, whose subsequent 
three victories included one at 
10-1 in a 25-runner handicap, 
and Fame Again, who won at 


Nottin gham , Doncaster and 
Pontefract (at 12-1). 

The gradual stacking of the 
Ramsden tales, however, has 
built up into a situation where 
just about all the stable’s run- 
ners are now monitored rather 
carefully. While it may be true 
that the yard’s representatives 
have fully exploited the rules of 
racing in the past, the demon- 
isation of Breckenborough 
House has become excessive. 

What is certain is that the 
Ramsdens get disproportionate 
criticism for their runners, while 
there are others, better con- 
nected to the sport’s hierarchy, 
who escape such scrutiny. This 
has constructed an atmosphere 
of deep mistrust, towards the 
Ramsdens themselves and from 
the yard to the press. 

“You chaps [the media] 
keep feeding them [foe public) 
these lines, and there are in- 
nuendos in the papers about a 
lot of our runners,” Jack said 
after Thursday’s adjudication. 


“The money is not everything. 
It's nice, bat foe mam thing is 
it sends a message out that our 
horses are trying to win and 
we’re trying to do foe best for 
our owners. The betting is sec- 
ondary.” 

. The notoriety of foe yard is 
evident from the words of 
Kieren Fallon. “Before I went 
to the Ramsdens I used to be- 
lieve what I read about foe big 
gambles and stopping horses, 
that they were possibly foe 
biggest crooks in foe game,” he 
said in an interview with The In- 
dependent. “The people in au- 
thority wanted to prove foe . 
Ramsdens were dishonest” 

The people in foe jury box, 
however, begged to differ. Jack 
and Lynda Ramsden will now 
go about their work once again, 
and it would be churlish to say 
their presence is not a fasci- 
nating element of foe British 
turf. For how long it will con- 
tinue is open to debate. 

The documentation shows 


GREG WOOD 


x: Hie symbol in a Timeform 
black book which denotes a 
poor jumper. They are very 
fond of symbols up in Halifax, 
foe most famous of them be- 
ing foe Timeform squiggle, a 
strange little hieroglyph which 
indicates that a horse is defi- 
cient in foe bravery depart- 
ment One step beyond that is 
foe double squiggle, meaning 
that the animal in question is, 
in Timeform' s wonderfully 

florid phrase, “an arrant rogue 
or a thorough jade”. If foe 
horse was human, it would 
probably sue, but foe good 

judges in Yorkshire do not dish 
out double squiggles lightly, 
and ft a a rare horse that man- 
ages to prove them wrong. 


Xenophobia: A nasty word for 
a very nasty habit, but one 


which British punters may at 
least be starting to kick. 
Throughout much of foe his- 
tory of gambling in Britain, it 
has been taken as read in 
most betting circles that any- 
one whose mother tongue is 
not English (and for the pur- 
poses of prejudice, that in- 
cludes foe Americans) is a 
hopeless, untrustworthy in- 
competent The most obvious 
targets for bigotry have always 
been the French. In foe late 
1970s and 1980s, admittedly, 
Freddie Head did little to up- 
hold the good name of 
French horsemanship on his 
annual trip to Epsom to ride 
a well-fancied horse in the 
Derby. There was, for in- 
stance, foe unfortunate mo- 
ment on Lyphard when he 
seemed to forget that the 


British drive on the opposite 
side of the road, and when the 
rest of foe runners turned left 
at foe bottom of foe hill, 
Freddie went right. In the last 
season or two, however, a 
French jockey has emerged 
who has claims to be the 
finest on foe planet, in the 
shape of Olivier Pestier. 
British punters now latch on 
to Olivier without a second 
thought, and he has reward- 
ed their frith - at generous 
odds, too - on any number of 
occasions. The great irony in 
all this, of course, is that 
there has not been an English 
champion jockey on foe Flat 
since Lester Piggott in 1982. 


Xaan Who has yet to contest 
a Oassicbut already has a very 
special place in the heart of 


any journalist compiling a 
weekly feature with an A-to- 
Z theme. Tb date, no horse 
whose name begins with X has 
won a British Classic, while all 
of foe remaining 25 letters in 
foe alphabet can offer at least 
one. The Z was the most re- 
cent one to join the club, 
when Zafonic won foe 2,000 
Guineas, and of course Za- 
fonic is - spooky, this - the sire 
of Xaar. Andrd Fabre’s colt is 
painfully short in the ante-post 
market, but no-one could ar- 
gue with his brilliant success 
in the Dewhorst Stakes last 
October, a performance which 
was every bit as impressive as 
his father's in the same race 
in 1993. As far as long-range 
betting on the Guineas goes, 
it is difficult not to think that 
X marks foe spot. 


X-FHes: AB those wend and ut- 
terly inexplicable events down 
foe years, almost all of which 
- eerier and eerier - seem to 
result in bookmakers getting 
richer. Most famous of all is 
probably Devon Loch’s deci- 
sion to do the splits with the 
1956 Grand National at his 
mercy, when every loyal sub- 
ject in the country (and there 
were actually quite a few of 
them in those days) had their 
cash on the Queen Mum's 
runner. While foe famous 
Royal colours floundered near 
foe furlong pole, ESB gal- 
loped past to snatch a mirac- 
ulous victoiy. The truth is out 
there - and it seems to be that 
foe patron saint of bookies is 
a mean old bruiser afro can eat 
foe patron saint of punters for 
breakfast. 
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Strath Royal 
to stop the 
Nicholls roll 


By Greg Wood 


Photograph: Phil Smith 


that Jack Ramsden is 56, and 
although his appearance sug- 
gests he is lOyearsytnmger, he 
is no longer a youth. 

The Ramsdens have almost 
packed np before, in 1991, 
when Jade could not get bets on 
and the yard was not making a 
great deal of money. On foe 
court fringes this week, the 
couple said that if the case was 
lost they would not be speak- 
ing to foe press for 12 months, 
and after that freeze they could 
not be sure they would still be 
around. 

The Ramsdens have great 
contacts in South Africa, a hol- 
iday destination before foe tri- 
al started almost four weeks 
ago. If they feel a sense of per- 
secution continues following 
foe High Court trial it would 
not be astounding to see their 
caravan following the route of 
the Voortrekkeis. Some would 
miss Jade Ramsden. Others 
might have a different atti- 
tude. 


TRAINERS do not always re- 
act well to criticism, but foe 
warning a few weeks ago from 
GreenalLs, sponsors of todays 
big race at Haydock, that their 
support was in doubt if the qual- 
ity of the turnout did not pick 
up seems to have worked won- 
ders. Sixteen horses will go to 
post for foe GreenaHs Grand 
National Thai, the richest hand- 
icap chase of the year so far, and 
more valuable than any handi- 
cap chagg bar foe National at 
Ain tree itself If foe sponsors 
are not satisfied with this, there 
can be no pleasing them. 

Bookmakers and punters 
too wfll be delighted, as sum ing 
that all the declarations gp to 
post and a late non-runner 
does not deny each-way back- 
ets a return for fourth place. 
This is a fascinating and open 
race, and It will be a surprise if 

the favourite - whatever it may 
be - goes off any shorter than 
4-1, bat such is the quality in the 
field too that it is hard to imag- 
ine a rank outrider upstaging aD 
foe fended runners. 

Perhaps foe most interesting 
runner is Dun Belle, who ap- 
peared to excel herself when 
chasing home Dorans Pride in 
foe Hennessy Gold Cup at 
Leopaxdstown last time oul Rat 
Rfoy, her trainer, resents any ac- 
cusation that this was a fluke, 
however, and since Dun Belle 
also has impressive novice form 
to her credit against both Do- 
rans Pride and See More Busi- 
ness, he probably has a point 

The worry about Dun Belle, 
however, is her ability to han- 
dle today’s sound surface, and 
Fahy admits that bottomless 
going, s imilar to that when he 
won the same race force years 
ago with Nuaffe, would assist 
her cause considerably. There 
must also be a question mark 
against Him Of Praise, who 
threw away a valuable race at 
Uttoxeter last time, and Earth 
Summit, who (fid not reproduce 
his Welsh National-winning 
form last time out 


The choice comes down to 
Court Melody, who bids to ex- 
tend Paul Nichalls's sequence of 
big-race winners on Saturday 
into a fifth week, and STRATH 
ROYAL (nap 2.45), who is well 
han dicapped for a borse with 
several wins already this season 

and gets the vote in the expec- 
tation that his first attempt at 

three and a half miles will bring 
further improvement. 

Haydock may be on to a win- 
nerwifo their big race today, but 

the effects seem to have been 
felt a couple of hundred miles 
away at Kemp ton, where foe 
field for the Racing Post Chase 
is a bitter disappointment. Chal- 
lenger Du Luc, who finished 
second to See More Business in 
the King George VI Chase 


I 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: My Shenandoah 
(Musselburgh 4 JO) 

NB: Dun Belle 
(Haydock 2.45) 


over course and distance at 
Christmas, is the likely fav- 
ourite, but 5-2 or so is very short 
for a borse who always looks 
sure to win two out but invari- 
ably fails to do so. 

Alternatives are thin on foe 
ground, however, assuming that 
punters want a horse with good 
recent faun, and only Jibber 
The Kibber (4.05) mak es much 
appeal as a solid bet Else- 
where on the card, the expect- 
ed re-routing of Edehveis Du 
Moulin to Haydock is good 
news for Stormy Passage (3.05) 
in foe Pendil Tfophy Novice 
Chase, although he has been 
known to break blood vessels 
and is one to treat with caution. 

The juvenile hurdle is also 
difficult with any amount of im- 
provement possible in most of 
foe runners, but foe equivalent 
event at Haydock, the Victor 
Ludorum Hurdle, may fell to 
Tbrn Sflk (next best 3.15), a for- 
mer runner-up in foe Irish Ce- 
sarewitch. Bella tor (2.15) also 
deserves one more chance to 
confirm foe good impression he 
made in the William H31 Hand- 
icap Hurdle bade in December. 


Murphy banned for six days 


Timmy Murphy, rider of Chel- 
tenham Gold Cup favourite . 
See Mote Business, received a 
six-day ban at Kempton yes- 
terday - but will be back to part- 
ner Paul Nichalls’s gelding in. 
the Festival highli g ht on 19 


March. Murphy was found 
guilty of irresponsible riding on 
Runaway Fete and suspended 
from 9 to 14 March. Had foe 
suspension been for a whip of- 
fence, Murphy would have 
missed foe Gold Cup. 


Him Of Praise can 
raise the roof 


The former National Hunt jockey 
Steve Smith Ecdes (right) gives a 
runner- by runner analysis of today's 
Greenails Grand National Trial Chase. 



Belmont King: His form fig- 
ures are not inspiring but the 
trainer is enjoying a purple 
patch and reports his horse 
in fine fettle. Pulled up in soft 
ground last time, but hoping 
for better conditions here. 
Earth Summit: Winner of 
this season's Welsh Nation- 
al He needs soft ground to 
be at his best. 

Nahtihen Lad: The further he 
goes, the better he is. He has 
shaped up nicely and de- 
serves another chan ce after 
pulling up on his last outing. 
Avro Anson: Likes fast 
ground and win strip fitter for 
his seasonal reappearance 
in December. However, be 
has not sparkled over fences 
as he did over hurdles. 

Lo Stregoue: Hard to see him 
figuring in foe finish on his 
seasonal reappearance. 
Strath Royal: Has been in 
great form, running second in 
the Peter Marsh Chase over 
this course. Sure to run welL 
Call It A Day: A good second 
to Ottawa in foe Singer & 
Friedlander National Thai 
at Uttoxeter. He will proba- 
bly go to post as favourite and 
is the one they have to beaL 
Dun Belle: Runner-up to 
Dorans Pride in tbe Hennessy 
Gold Cup at Leopardstown. 
A repeat performance would 
put him in the frame. 

Court Melody; His t rain er, 
Paul Nicholls, is on fire and 
so is this horse, winning his 
last two starts. Likes fast 
ground ami is sure to iuu weH 


Antonin; Now trained in Ire- 
land, but has not sparkled this 
season. 

Him Of Praise: Seemed to 
idle in front on his last out- 
ing but should run a big race 
with the first-time visor in 
place. WeU handicapped and 
the mount of the Irish cham- 
pion jockey, Charlie Swan. 
Into The Red: A great old 
campaigner who is having his 
first run of the year. He will 
probably need it, too. 
S h a nag a r ry Useful on his 
day but inconsistent. 

Odond In Chieft Badly ham- 
pered and pulled up on his 
latest start. That run is best 
ignored and he could be in 
the firing line. 

Dom Samourai: Second to 
Ottowa in foe John Hughes 
Chase last Saturday. Looks a 
hard ride and his jockey will 
certainly earn his corn. 
Kenda l Cavaiier; Alrhmig fi jyj 
good form, w innin g his last 
two races, he is over a stone 
out of foe handicap. 


Conclusion: Four horses 
should dominate this, in- 
cluding Call It A Day, who 
is the one they must beat. 
Him Of Praise, who was just 
behind him at Uttoxeter, 
should fare better in foe 
headgear, while Strath Roy- 
al does not know how to run 
a bad race. The Irish raider 
Dun Belle comes info foe 
reclaw ting, but I expect HIM 

OF PRAISE to show them all 

a dean pair of hooves. 
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On occasions I have attended outdoor events without a scarf 



MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 

ON TRAGEDY 
AND SPORT 


RISKTAKING-hey, ifsall pert 
of a sports journalist's life. - 

I couldn’t number the times, 
for instance, that I have hesitated 
over a curie d-up egg or tuna 
sandwich at post-match buf- 
fets, calculating potential risks 
involved - to digestion, perhaps 
even a touch of food poisoning. 

More often that not, it was 
a risk I was prepared to take. 

On other occasions; I have at- 
tended outdoor events without 
wearing a scarf Believe me, 
when the wind turns chilly, that 
can feel like a risk too for. 

But I suppose, in a funny kind 
of way, one becomes almost 
blasS about such hazards. They 
go with the territory. 

That territory, remember, is 
a land where tragedy is an own 
goal and 5-0 is a massacre. 

In such a context, the whiff 


- however feint - of real peril 

teods to concentrate the mind 
wonderfully, Wforrepoitea are 
the ones who are supposed to 
deal with the real stuff, not us. 
When the bomb went off at 


explain but couldn't ignore. In 
feet, it was not until four in the 
manning that I was roused by a 
phone call foam home. Blun- 
dering oat of the campus, I 
passed a group of 15 or so jour- 


martcing mif tfii* spread pf jjw ap- 

nel with little flags. 

A strange and, yes, fright- 


ago, there was more than one 
Guff W&iyeteian in the nearby 
press centre who first dismissed 
it as no more than an amplifier 
blowing in one of Centennial 
Park’s many marquees. 

Wjrong. Ttoo dead. 111 in- 
jured. ' 

like many thonsands of oth- 
ers, I bad wandered through 
Centennial Park earlier that 
night When the explosion oc- 
curred, 1 was in bed. 

It would be good to report 
that at that exact moment I sat 
bolt upright, preteraaturaHy 
troubled by something I couldn't 


reports of the international in- 
cident which had occurred in its 
own backyard - ■ 

- The news angle was befog 
very thoroughly covered. The 
tmly useful thing tt> do was to try 
and talk toshocked, or perhaps 
merely inconvenienced, by- 
.standees. 

Having reached the press 
centre by circumventing a few 
road blocks, 1 went up to the 
restaurant which directly over- 
looked the she of the explosion. 
By the dawn light, the black- 
tracksuited men of the federal 
Bureau of Investigation were 


madeyou think foe world might 
actually be a worrying, threat- 
ening, unpredictable ^lace. - 
, That thought returned to 
me 1st Saturday meaning,, while 
I was at the winter Olympics in 
Japan. Once again, dynamical- 
ly, I was in bed. Asleep. And 
■dreaming that someone was sit- 
ting on nry bed, shalrmg , shak- 
ing, shaking it for no sensible 
reason. 

Half awake, I wondered if foe 
intensely apologetic cleaning 
ladies who regularly woke me up 
to dustrny television, reorientate 
my paper bin »nH change my 
stores had become exasperated 
ty my torpor and taken matters 
into their own hands. 


Nope. No deaaing ladies- 1 and bad “!^XeinilBty 

^^Mosmorefl^usu- abou tstfel *CSof *. 

sEy alert and ready for the day. bedrAenflM^^^ n0 meam unltaly <*<= 

. But something still troubled and got xmareafrf of- earthquake- , _ would 

me. FedingStijr ridiailpus, I could 

staredhardalfoelegpofniybed. that hayei 

Steadyasarocfc. event of a buflding couapsms i have done anyv^J^. 

Aquickmentalmventoxyof ^ d .® e ‘ myself bered to say *y P** 

■ the previous night’s drinks re- 1 to com&rtr^ a 

vealed nothing extraordinary. ' with this ^ ^ ap, c0 ^J^u 

Looking up, I noticed the -itmadethmgs Nort hern Inland 

lampshade swinging vigorously ■ Bade m structure match, l Hotel 

fiomsideiDside,theIitdestriDg n^havmgffvrei*^^ overnight at the Emopa « 

which led fiomitscentre tapping of my dcK3I ^ y by fo Belfast. 

scrutiiiv. my eye was caugw oy match ended in aaraw. 


ftwas only when lwentro me , ropa i 

central press canteen that the . It struck me f -j ^ rimes. . 

correct OTilanation presented it- should have been utoedot urn ^ adnuttedty. 

self. “Did you feel the shake?” the potential danger But sometimes it is better not to 

I was a£al“Tbey’re saying it 

was 5.0 on the Richter Scale." ties from the wall - tbusen 


Pressure 
mounts on 
Keast and 
Kingston 


Rugby Union 


By Chris Hewatt 

BOB DWYER and Brian Ash- 
ton may not be unduly busy just 
at tbe moment but their august 
and authoritative presence on 
the periphery of tbe English 
game is causing any amount of 
discomfort in Premiership 
coaching circles. Neither Andy 
Keast nor John Kingston, who 
occupy the hot seats at Harle- 
quins and Richmond, have yet 
attracted a dreaded vote of 
confidence from their respective 
chairmen, but both men are in 
urgent need of a high-profile 
‘ victory or three. 

Dwyer and Ashton joined 
the ranks of the unemployed 
during an outbreak of musical 
chairs over the last fortnight; the 
ever-insulax Leicester board 
sacked their Australian maestro 
12 days ago after a flurry of 
cloak-and-dagger activity while 
Ireland bade farewell to their 
increasingly frustrated former 
Bath coach on TUesday. Signif- 
icantly, both men have indicat- 
ed their interest in taking on 
new roles at Premiership level. 

Kingston's polyglot blend 
of exiled Welshmen and south- 
ern hemisphere exotics have 
home advantage against Sara- 
cens in this afternoon's Tetley's 
Bitter Cup quarter-final and the 
word on the London street 
suggests that a heavy Sanies win 
might lead to all sorts of 
ramifications at the Athletic 
Ground. Richmond have 
already lost twice to their title- 
chasing big city rivals this sea- 
son and even though Philippe 
Sella, the great French centre, 
misses the game with concus- 
sion, the visitors can minimise 
the disruption by moving Ryan 
Constable to midfield and 
recalling the in-form Richard 
WiJlace on the left wing. 

Harlequins, meanwhile, visit 
a Bath side struggling to over- 
come a calamitous injury list 
that has deprived them of their 
entire Heine ken Cup-winning 
back row. On paper, Quins 
have a perfect opportunity to 
record a first-ever league victory 
at the Recreation Ground - 
something that would ease 
Keast's anxiety and spike the 
theory that Zinzan Brooke's im- 
minent arrival from New 
Zealand has more to do with 
job-hunting than house-hunting. 

However, the Londoners 
must again make do without 
Thierry Lacroix, the French 
stand-off - Rob Liley gets 
another outing in the linchpin 
position - and despite Chris 


Sheasby’s return to the back row 
following his "reverse transfer" 
from Wisps. Balh are running so 
hot at the moment that anoth- 
er defeat, their sixth in seven out- 
ings since the late autumn, is an 
ominous passMily. If it happens, 
Keast will have presided over foe 
worst run of league results in 
Harlequin history. 

There is no such neurotic 
nail-biting at either Northamp- 
ton or Newcastle, who meet this 
afternoon in what promises to 
be the most thunderous Cup 
quarter-final for some time. 
Both lan McGeechan and Rob 
Andrew have their sides in tip- 
top condition and the contest is 
so lavishly garnished with inter- 
personal conflicts - Tim Rod- 
tor against Dean Ryan at No 8, 
Matt Dawson against Gary 
Armstrong at scrum-half, Raid 
Grayson against Andrew at 
stand-off, Gregor Townsend 
against Alan Tai tat centre— that 
a Franklins Gardens full house 
is guaranteed. 

Newcastle have yet to lose to 
an English side this season, 
but the Saints came as dose as 
any to turning them over three 
weeks ago before going down 
21-17. However, that game left 
a lasting impression on Ryan, 
the Newcastle captain, and in iris 
forthright fashion, he will de- 
mand a massive physical effort 
from his side this afternoon. 

“We won’t be found wanti- 
ng,” he promised yesterday. 
"The Last game was pretty in- 
tense and it was played at as high 
a level as you ever encounter in 
the dub game. But Cup ties have 
a habit of lifting tbe intensity still 
further." With Rodber, the 
Northampton skipper, con- 
firming that his side had trained 
in a particularly physical fashion 
this week, the stage is set for a 
red-raw fight to the finish. 

The on-going argument be- 
tween the professional clubs and 
the Rugby football Union over 
the make-up of next season's 
Premiership is not so much red 
raw as mind-numbingly soporif- 
ic, but it rumbled on just the same 
yesterday. No sooner had the 
Eagtish Rugby Partnership con- 
firmed its intention to expand 
both divisions to 14 teams from 
August than Cliff Brittle, chair- 
man of tbe RFU management 
board, "categorically refuted" 
any suggestion that a final deci- 
sion had been made. 

"Any valid decision to 
increase the number of dubs 
must be considered and agreed 
by the RFU,” said Brittle. 
“ERP’s statement is inaccu- 
rate and misleading." When, oh 
when, will it ever end 



Mike Brewer pruned three-quarters of West Harttepooft squad on arrival at Brierton Lane. ‘Everything has been geared towards promotion,’ he says 
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Brewer brewing up a storm way out West 


TO almost any other figure in 
world rugby, the task of restor- 
ing West Hartlepool’s top-draw- 
er status might have seemed 
more trouble than it was worth; 
the sporting equivalent, per- 
haps, of convincing potential 
advertisers that Channel 5 really 
exists, or talking Saddam 
Hussain into joining Amnesty 
International. You get tbe im- 
pression, though, that Mike 
Brewer could sell arrows to 
Sitting Bull and communism to 
Ronald Reagan. An impres- 
sive figure? Hell, yes. 

He enjoys a challenge, too. 
Any man with sufficient front to 
walk out on an All Black World 
Cup party, square up to New 
Zealand rugby’s “Auckland 
Mafia” at the height of its pow- 
er and tell Dr Louis Luyt of 
South Africa to go put a sock 
in it possesses a certain cachet 
Brewer wielded a very big stick 
during his playing days south of 
the equator and now he has his 
size 12s under the table in the 
Allied Dunbar Premiership, he 
is beginning to wield it here. 

Eight months ago. West 
were dead in the water; rele- 
gated from tbe top flight last 
season after losing 19 of their 
22 league encounters, they were 
bruised, battered, brassed off 
and stony broke. The sight of 
their nearest neighbours, New- 
castle, luxuriating in the opulent 


Chris Hewett meets the disciplinarian former All Black who is installing some southern 
hemisphere mettle into the fallen pride of the North-east today's Cup rivals for Sale 


surroundings of Sir John Hall’s 
bank account did tittle to tight- 
en the Brierton Lane gloom. 
The demons let loose by pro- 
fessionalism had claimed 
another victim. 

Biter Brewer, who had been 
working with the Irish nation- 
al team while pursuing a prop- 
er career as a marketing 
manager with Canterbury, the 
New Zealand-based clothing 
and sportswear giant. Within 
weeks, he had presided over a 
root-and-branch restructuring 
of the dub along cut-throat pro- 
fessional and commercial toes, 
metalling two fellow directors to 
look lifter sales and finance and 
hims elf as a general manager- 
type figure with responsibility 
for all things rugby and a deci- 
sive input into just about every- 
thing else. . 

“Then," he recalls, “it was 
time to look at the players. I not 
only had to identify who was up 
to ft and who wasn’t but I also 
bad to work out who might be 
capable of competing effec- 
tively amongst the big boys in 
Premiership One. I have to 
confess that I made most of my 
judgements on the basis of 
video evidence, which was far 
from ideal, but f saw enough to 


implement a cut of around 75 
per cent on tbe first-team 
squad.” 

Just the 75 per cent? Was 
“Bruiser” as Brewer is known 
back home in the south island, 
getting soft in his old age? Not 
likely. His extensive contacts in 
the southern hemisphere bore 
immediate fruit as he lured the 
Western Samoan scrum-half, Hi 
Nu’uali’ita, and the former 
Auckland stand-off, Steven 
Vile, to the North-east. Others 
have followed - Mark Giacheri, 
the Italian Test lock, and 
Philippe Famer, a French sec- 
ond row with Super 12 experi- 
ence - and with the coach 
himself now starting to play 
again at 33, West have a for- 
midable look about them. 

So formidable, indeed, that 
they are unbeaten at home 
since August, despite having 
only nine full-time profession- 
als on their playing staff, none 
of them earning what Brewer 
dismisses as “daft money”. It is 
a transformation that has tak- 
en them to third in Premiership 
Two, a point adrift of London 
Scottish tot with a game in hand 
and a far more sympathetic 
run-in. More to the immediate 
point, it has put them in the last 


eight of tbe Tfetley’s Bitter Cup. 
This afternoon, they host Sale 
in an encounter that brings an- 
other former All Black No 8, 
John Mitchell, glowering across 
the Pennines. 

“We go back a fair way, 
John and L and we’re good 
mates,” Brewer said. “We 
played against each other reg- 
ularly when he was with Waika- 
to and I was with Otago. It’ll be 
a lot of fun seeing him today, 
especially as no one at West re- 
gards this as a win -at -all -costs 
sort of occasion. Everything 
has been geared towards pro- 
motion, so the Cup is a nice lit- 
tle extra, a chance for our 
players to go out there against 
a lop side and give it a real lash 
without worrying about the 
ramifications of it alL" 

Oh, yeah? Never trust an All 
Black who claims not to care 
about the result of a rugby 
match. Especially one as fero- 
ciously competitive and strong- 
willed as Brewer, who first 
came to England in 1986 with 
a New Zealand Universities 
side boasting Sean Fitzpatrick 
and David Kirk before return- 
ing a year later with what quick- 
ly emerged as a seminal NZ 
Barbarians outfit. 


“Yep, that was some team. 
I was playing open-side flanker, 
with Michael Jones at No 8 and 
Alan Whcttnn at Wind-side. In 
essence, it was ibc backbone of 
the side who would go on to win 
the first World Cup later that 
year. Unfortunately from my 
point of view. I didn’t make it 
to the tournament. I'd taken a 
kick in the back in France in ’86 
and although no one realised it 
at the time, the force of it split 
my pelvis. The pain grew steadi- 
ly worse and cost me my chance. 

“My withdrawal from the 
1991 World Cup squad was 
very different. I’d been strug- 
gling with a foot problem that 
was just coming right in time for 
Lhe tournament but a couple of 
days before we were due to fly 
to England, I was ordered to 
prove my fitness by jumping on 
and off a stool without any 
strapping. I said: “Look, !’d be 
strapped for a game, so why 
can t I be strapped for this?" 
The coaches wouldn't budge, so 
I walked out and resumed play- 
ing for Otago. We won the 
National Provincial Champi- 
onship that year.” 

Injury continued to plague 

Brewer- a tom calf musde cost 

him the All Black captaincy in 


1992 - so it was no great surprise 
that on arrival at Brierton lane, 
he made a monumental virtue 
of his obsession with physical 
conditioning. “We do anything 
up to 30 sprints of 100 metres 
plus in a single session and while 
some of the other English 
coaches laugh at me for insist- 
ing on so much running. I’d say 
w . e .*"? ®ttest side in our 
division by a distance. 

“What is rugby about at its 
most basic? It's about running 
and aerobic endurance. I 
remember Jim Blair [the Auck- 
lander now in charge of fitness 
at Bath] once saying that you 
didn't need to run to get fit for 
rugby. We had a huge argument 
about thaL Running is 
absolutely fundamental to this 
game.” 

So, too, is tactical awareness, 
man management and motiva- 
bonal expertise. Brewer is on top 
of them all, hence the recent ap- 
proaches from his former 

Otagq and Canter- 
buiy. He will almost certainly re- 

^P^todalfe^efoMhe 

suver fern succession. “That, 

rm happy running an En g lish 
dub oa a day-by-da y baS!* 


Castleford may test tactical options which Edwards has brought to BuHs 


Rugby League 


By Dave Hadfidd 


3 


*.bU 


BRADFORD BULLS have 
made fewer changes in person- 
nel than any club over the win- 
ter, but today's Silk Cut 
Challenge Cup tie at Castleford 
is the first serious opportunity to 
assess one significant addition. 

Bradford were so dominant 


last season that it hardly mat- 
tered that they knew only one 
way to play. When Plan A works 
as well as it did -at least against 
domestic opposition - there is 
not much call for Plan B. 

Tbe recruitment of a master 
craftsman like Shaun Edwards 
gives them a series of alterna- 
tive strategies stretching deep 
into the alphabet - and Castle- 
ford show signs of becoming op- 


position against whom sheer 
power might not be enough. 

Edwards’ arrival - and the 
appointment of Graeme 
Bradley as captain - frees the 
mercurial Robbie Paul from 
other responsibilities and will 
mak e the New Zealander all the 
more dangerous. 

The beaten finalists for the 
last two years will be wary of 
Cas, especially after the way 


they hung in to beat Leeds in 
injury time in the last round. 

The Castleford coach, Stu- 
art Raper, recalls his hooker, 
Richard Russell, in place of 
Danny Qrr and may give a de- 
but to Danny Ellison, the 
winger signed from Wigan. 

At The Stoop the front- 
row confrontation between 
London Broncos' Mark Carroll 
and Grant Young on one side 


and Halifax's Karl Harrison 
and Kelvin Skcrrett on the 
other rather gives the tic to the 
contention that modern rugby 
league is a game ia which 
props are all converted second 
rowers. 

The tie will be the first test of 
Broncos' jibes about “Northern 
softies” and their boast that they 
win out-musdc the opposition 
this season. Certainly, in Carroll 


and Young they have the most 
physically imposing front row in 
Britain — and Carroll has a par- 
ticular reason for wanting to go 
to Wembley. On his last visit 
there, as a member of Aus- 
tralia's World Cup-winning side 
in 1995. he hid a pair of his cus- 
tom-made, size 15 hoots in the 
stadium, with the intention oF re- 
claiming them on the day of the 
Cup final. 
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Master of the dressing-room expletive revealed in Hitlerian rant of ‘the Scally Messiah 



CHRIS 

MAUME 

SPORT 
ON TV 


SWEARING in football doc- 
umentaries has become a bit of 
as clichd, but it must be said 
that managers really are raas- 
tersof the art. John Sitton. then 
Leyton Orient's co-manager, 

a ma S n i^ c c n L peerless 
performance a couple of years 
ago. but Pbter Reid, in charge 
at Sunderland, isn't veiy far be- 
hind, as he demonstrated in 
Premier Passions (BBC2), the 
first of a five-pan er following 
the Wfcarsideis through an an- 
guished 1996-97 season. 

I was sent a preview tape 
that consisted of clips from the 
scries as a whole, which con- 
certmaed the entire miserable 
season into 35 minutes. In the 
dressing-room after a 2-0 home 
defeat to Wimbledon, Reid, 
“the scally Messiah”, as the 
script refers to him was in fine 


(** •••• form. That's !»••••* 
shite, that is,” he said, “and it’s 
not about f****** tactics, and 
their being great players, it's 
about f****** arsehole, which 
they've got more of on the 
P****” day. So f*“**”* get on 
with it." The camera rests on 
a couple of faces, drained with 
their unrewarded effort. Paul 
Bracewell, who has never been 
accused of shirking, looks on 
with an empty, desolate gaze, 
the look of a man who has 
nothing more to give but whose 
all was not enough. That's 
where these fly-on-the-wall se- 
ries are at the strongest - when 
they're at their most intrusive. 

Knowing what happens in 
the end lends an air of dramatic 
irony to some sequences. In one 
scene, in the boardroom, the 
hankers are being token 


through the club's finances, 
and at one point, after Reid has 
said he's not the kind of man- 
ager who gets caught up in auc- 
tions, one of the financiers 
asks him if that might mean that 
Sunderland will simply be left 
behind by the dubs who wiD pay 
silly money. *T take your point," 
he says, “but if you look at Ban, 
Coventry, Southampton, Wfest 
Ham, whoVe paid that, we U fin- 
ish higher than them.” Oops. 
He was right about Middles- 
brough. but that was alL 
Later on, as the drop draws 
ever closer, you feel deeply for 
him. In a relegation six-po int- 
er against Nottingham Forest, 
there's a two-shot of Reid and 
bis Forest counterpart, Dave 
Bassett, fulminating, bellowing 
wordlessly, prime candidates 
for the coronary care unit For- 


est equalise three minutes from 
the end. In the next game Sun- 
derland hav e to beat Southamp- 
ton, and Reid's half-time rant is 
another demonstration of his 
mastery of the expletive. 

"The first 30 minutes, there 
was only one side that wanted 
to win U, and it was {*•*••• 
embarrassing,” he begins. 
“They were quicker to every 
ball, they were winning f****"' 
tackles - there's Berkovitch 
making f****** tackles and 
winning them. Hey, I don’t give 
a f****** about losing, but m 
tell you what I give a f****** 
about - losing shite, not 
(•****• having a go, not want- 
ing to gel up people's f****** 
arses, not having the bollocks 
to get the ball and pass it" His 
voice rises to a fever pitch of 
fury as he throws himself round 


the dressing-room in a Hitler- 
ian rage (it must be said here 
that he conies across as a good 
bloke): “F* get it sorted 
out, f****** have the respon- 
sibility, f****** gei up his arse. 
I could P***"* play out there. 
Get it P** w sorted!" 

Perhaps Retd should have 
taken a tip from George 
Costanza on Seinfeld (BBC2). 
But then w pnn, perhaps not In 
his unlikely new job of deputy 
transport manager far baseball's 
New York Yankees (last week, 
he went for an interview and 
banded out the team's irascible 
and eccentric owner, George 
Steinbrenner, and was offered 
a job on the spot), George has 
been keen to share his deep 
knowledge of the sport with the 
players and coaches. His hand- 
iest tun: was to switch from 


Karlsson 
shows his 
class to 
lead Els 


Andy Farrell 

reports from Dubai 


AS FINE a performance as 
Ernie Els’ nine-under-par 63 
was, around only two strokes 
outside the South African's 
own Emirates course record, it 
was not the only extraordinary 
display in the second round of 
the Dubai Desert Classic. 

Robert Karlsson, the gan- 
gling Swede, maintained his 
lead despite Els overtaking him 
at the top of the leader board 
in the morning, with a 65 which 
included two eagles. 

This was the first time that 
Karlsson, who haswon twice on 
tour, has achieved such a feat in 
a competitive round and he is 
right in saying that if he contin- 
ues In similar vein over the 
weekend, he will be hard to beat, 
whatever the quality of the op- 
position. Els and Ignacio Garrido 
are three behind the Swede's 13- 
under half-way total, with Greg 
Norman four adrift. 

More amazing was Jose- 
Maria Olazabal being among 
those five back on eight under. 

Olazabal is suffering from flu 
and a throat infection and it did 
not need a medical expert to ad- 
vise him not to tee off with a 
temperature of 102 degrees on 
Thursday. 

The feet that he was wear- 


ing a sweater in what was def- 
initely shirt-sleeve weather yes- 
terday told how the Spaniard 
was suffering. He has done lit- 
tle else but take antibiotics and 
refuge in his bed, so rounds of 
69 and 67 was some perfor- 
mance. 

Then there was Seve Balles- 
teros’ reaction to his slow-play 
warning. At the time, he 
seemed to be his usual furious 
self, but later he stuck to his 
word of not seeking controver- 
sy. “I said I won’t complain be- 
cause complaining does not get • 
you anywhere,” he said “Not on 
the European Tbur. If the ref- 
eree says I was slow .naybe he 
was right.” Gaping mouths all 
around. 

The difference between Els’ 
round and his previous record.. . 
effort, in 1994 when he also 
won the tournament, was the 
two extra putts he needed. 
Having finished in the top 
three in his last four events, the 
South African is making the 
running at the top of the Eu- 
ropean money list. 

More high finishes here and 
at the Volvo PGA champi- 
onship could see him re-evalu- 
ate his schedule to try and 
break Colin Montgomerie's five 
year hold on the money title. 

“I am really happy I made 
the decision to play in these 
tournaments,” be said “rather - 
than in America. They have had 


Ernie Els displays his classic swing on the *irst wk a. Uw En»>etei Club yesterday 


awful weather on the West 
Coast and when I played in San 
Djego it was the worst condi- 
tions I have played in so far.” 

Norman, runner-up to Els 
here in *94, joined the discussion 
about whether Els or Tiger 
Woods will prove the stronger 
performer in the long run and 


he plumped for Els. Juts. r r\ 
going to be very 
seeing the two battle *: c=:„ ' said 
the Shark. “Ernie'i got a few 
more years under his belt and 
has great control of the flight of 
his ball, whereas Tiger can 
struggle sometimes in the 
wind." 
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Weekend fixture guide 


TODAY 

Football 


a oirtBssj — 

GM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE 
Down- » TcUord. 


,J»Sm — . 

Kladannlmtwvl 

Lack Town v Nortfnricfi . 
UoMcamba « 9ough. 


Bfrstead; MMdtam v HmU; Wwtaa 
v Tooling & Mttftam. Third DtvWon: Malay * 
Clapton; Cwnbortoy v Hemal 
Commtan Caauab v MnestOTODyODn lAflh 
Me V Ftacfcwa* HeaSi; Eaai THuna* vS ouyi; 
Epoom & Ewe* v Ford; Haitow v Hanford; 
Hbmnudi v DorM^ Lawn v WkigBBi 8 FMv- 
ley; Tnng v Wtea 

UMIBOND LEAGUE Pren *» Olv Morx Ktm- 
tun v Onby: ABrt*ham v (MnGMmrtsBam- 
bar Bridoa w Speonymoor; Bbhcy Auckland v 
WatorriT BMhv Oerkvc Boston U«d v A o- 
erngton Stnwy^Colwyn BayyLmcMMpBiv 


RusMan * Dtemonds v SalybrMga 

SoiKhporte Woldr>s - — — 

Waning v Hsdieetoid — • 

FACARLSBERGVASE Sfcdtt roun* Kgagw 

w Pbtteffi Bar.SpotSifl 1^ v Tlvaw&jdJ*V 

uteneferaa VRw Law; TSuiton w pennewn. 


Mseno a mrow. - -- 

gertwm & Redbridge; IWwcJi * WJ*- 

Hwaanten v HenttagtWl.grv y Bo re ha r n 

wSpoTPullaai v B rnitar. S t Aft ma vjww 

BmupnVttii -- — 

DMahMuBoo 

sey . .. 

don -torn; LeahWh ead v — riTT^'u Mnh 
FtomtarO v HBnraor; Uxbriogo vfcwia 
ertmai Utt WtonMey vteyionPwmcW^S 
leala <r 9t«W Swnd 

Dtvhaorr BnMig vWfltwn: BeeMrdvTBJ 1 ^ 



Eghailt v 


wy Islotri: 


TbS*™*: Marts* v 


i ooirda wBiaton; WorcaaKr v Bnxnagraw 

tw v Rounds; Ewisfram U0J J » v 
3bor Green- ftartig CUi Vttaiwlck v laftn; 

----- — WUnay vCheansfoiti 


WMSTONLEA0 KBIT LEAGUE FM OMNon: 
Backartiain v Deal: CrutUrbwy v Whttsmbia; 
OiWham v CtxWMan; Cray v Folkasteno hvfcta; 
Ertth vHyttw; Fmranam w Hama Esy. &nen- 
Wlcft BoewuXi v GnMkanhl: Lordswcod v 
IfianiawTiaod; Ftamagata v iWuea VIM; 
StKMMy v SMa Oeaani VTO AtMaHc v Bvmn- 
ley Fumwm 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAQUEnralDI- 
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Mam YMCA: Faaitvnane nsran v Pa iMd. 
i Raghsm; UBWtanpton v Lanmay 

• Oft w SMwy- Recrtiv Buresss Hb 

' wcahawn » TMoarabr, VWii5i»* 

_ i John O'Hara L— m» i Cup qua- 

tarmnMWIckvSaUam 
UHLSPOAT UMTED COUNTIES LEAGUE 
Premier DtvWon: HUwn v Mnttaa GNcMona 
League Cup; Eyranuy vDarentry. 
screw™ DIRECT LEAGUE Prereiar DM- 
More Backwal v MJawaNr Htportveam- 


Bristol UtawrFamn 
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oriar DIvMor Anrehorpa Mute v Arnold: Dan- 
aby v Curaon AWuon; HaBam w EectaaMi 

Hurfcnal vGhsshouglwn VlWtara; Lhnreadga 
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san AUon <i Shafftoi* Poraetmct CcN v Ftokr 
artng; Satay v Ugg; TMciMy <r HNflald Mtfi 
NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAOEE Rial D*. 
«Moa:Alt<art9nCogarlMvMtaiThai3n:Blach- 
p(W ftwac* w St Mn; Ofwoa t&ne Ftaai; 
FMhgdwi V ABieriDnLR: Moesuy v Chaadar- 


SNOW REPORTS 




Ski Hotline 

Latest snow and weather reports 
from 200+ resorts In Europe and 
North America. 

Vbica report* 0891 333 110+ »de 

Fax reports 0897 500 086 + code 

For a y«R of all *H codes by 
voice or fax dtal 0990 100 843 

Ski Snapshot 
At a glance to snow conditions at 
over 200 resorts worW-wide 
0897 500 601 
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ion: Nantwtah v Ramabottorn, N*MCu6t Tbwn 
v Gknacp Nonh End; Pnncoi CsMu v Darv%en; 
SUfanl vBurecough: IMadial 3i* vRoreandma 
JEWSON WESSEX L£AQU£ Andowr v Cowes 
Spans: Boumumor/th v BradunliJisr, 
ChrinctMtSi V Pommooth RN; DoMnton v 
Qoepon BaoutSt; E»t Cowes VKs v Newtuy. 
Hornsey vAamanjcwea; Thsfchem v EastW^: 
wtiicluCh v Bemenm Headt rtrri; vnmxsni 
v BAT Sport* 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Pranriw DM- 
slon: Slav 'Sawn * Ttsnie; Din v WBfcn; Fek- 
onhani v NawraafhBC Fatxnowe ftrt & Town v 
Bctam; Hmiteed v fftrtvv; HarwricPA Pnitoaon 
» Garianon, Lowastoh v By; SuChry Town v 
Ctadon; Utoboys v MAwhem; Woodbhdga v 
StowimrKwt 

INTERLINK EXPRESS MIDLAND ALLIANCE; 
BanMvRureaOyRpta; BOttiMStlflchaae 
v SttHari; Owawoiwi vflrtdgnonn; I Ma nwii ii 
v Super** KnvpeMeyyt»rfa vWta Udknd* 
PtAce; Petal vfia v vnhr*nK RoceMarvPsr- 
ahore; Sandvrel Bcroirfi v Ok£nay: SiMhal v 
Khgs Norton; WMwBflald v BtariA 
AR7TOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN LEAGUE 
First DhiWon: BBngtem Town V EssliXAm. 
Creak v Becflnffion; Dttt»m DBy v Dimon FB; 
GuUanwgn v rerswv NonM«non vMDtpMi: 
Sesham Fwd Snrv Jarrow; Shldan v Mxton: 
Somh SWetoa v Crmaett; Sabosn v Bantfm 
Syretionl* 

PRESS * JOURNAL HIGHLAND LEAGUE: 
Ona Rarxpra vFonWaam; Bucfcfe ThWa v 
Ekjfei CBy; Caw Ftanoem v astwe; DevwronvalB 
vPmrtiMd: FwTeefiachsrics v dadracud- 
dn; FreawtnUi v hjrtly. KMh v Wkx Acade- 
my; NMn Cowty v Ln aa la m oiHi 
SURNOFF UttSH LEAGUE Prmim DMafore 
Mi v CNtonvIa; Btfymana v Crundare; 
Gtanaoren » Glinawn; Omatei Tbwn v urdaid; 
Ftonadown v COiareina FfeatDhWm BBiyckre 
v DtaUNry; Centck v Umavady UH; Dungamn 
Swifts v Lame; Nawry v Banjjoc 
LEAGUE OF WALES: Aberystwyth v Barry 
Hwm SO; ftemarton BMn v Comafi Quay 
^3t(; Caarem v Cwrtwan patk; Carmae Bay 
v Conwy 1230}; Ftv town v WWpoof (t3& 
HarerianMMtwNmnown aa ; Inter Cri5*lS 

TSuaSarami6f?ia5SqBSS y 

HARP LAGBR NATIONAL LEAGUE OF tfl& 
LAND Pimnler DMahm: Fhq Harps v St 
. Paofckb AMadc (zsas . Shetuma v Drooh*- 
da Uld (70): Slpa Ftovera v Dundoft (T30J. 

Rugby League 

SILK CUT CHALLENGE CUP FWft round: 
CaaBMoitt v Bndtord (94 

.Rugby Union 

AOunha* Mated 

TtnLErSBfTTOI COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP 
O te rta s 6n ala: Co rn u al v Hamr *“ 

Ra druttf; CunOrta v OwaHre | 

M|): Norttiiai*tertand v “ ' 

IJneetMy. 

TETLEY'S BITTER CUP Quarter-final*: 
Nortnarnp to n v Naweatfa (20); F ' 
Saracens; Utaarltertlapoal vSata. 

ALLIED DUNBAR PREMIERSHIP ONE.* Bath 
v Hartajin*; Brtae* v Letaester. Pr ' 


TENNBTTS VELVET BOWL Soonnd round 

Ctenousfla HSFP v Hair: Oydabank v Cariha 
QueenS Park; Eton v PanhsNra; Hnrick Har- 
laoina v Stradanore. HgNand v Oonbredang; 
Morgan Acad FP v St Andrews Unhr; Noroi 
Barwfck v (toes Ftejal Ht*i v Hshrwtugh 

TEfOTENTS VHi/ET SfflELD Second round: 
Aloe v RAF LoaaiBniouth; BarwKfi v Fa ram- 
FP; CanRzrpHna v Stswanry. Cannock v 
Hareitan Acods; Howe of Fite v hfcflchaaonrf 
AJoytem; Pmncn uodoa v Ayr; SeUk v Dnv 
hrmW,' Stewarts MaMeFPv Duns 
AIB LEAGUE Ffcat DhAdon pjO): Balymana 
vLanadownKBadoockOolagivacraBtDci- 
phin v Corwhuaon; Ganyowar v Si MaryS; CkJ 
erawdwev Shannon; ISremnvOU Ci aacwc 


1 Deny-. 1U ... 

MorMown vSMrias; Old WtaNy vGahregan^ 
WSnderers v Becttve Rangers. 

CUB MATCHES: Caterer? v Renting etg; 
Odbrd UWvvRana*is (230): ftwypool v Wa- 

— 30L CanSlsd: Nottkigham v Lough- 

Sludanit 

Cricket 


IT U l Wim antr 


w » 


Hockey 

AZLAN SHAH SDt NATIONS TOURNAUBiT 

WOMEN'S EUROPEAN INDOOR CLUB 
CHAMPIONSHIP A DMskM ~ 

Pool A: S*Aal (LM4 ' _ 

ROaaafeMtnar (GeG 
ESLSOUTH Premier- An eh te W wvWlrrCla rij n; 
Bechanlteni v Mnchasten Eaamotev WbUu; 
Fareham VSiwre; Gore Cowl * Ixtridgs 
Hans Bay vTSmrprhla: MtedarMad v Oty « 
PPrisnw^Oldifa«llarevCmeetar;l^ 
teyvHiyi Wyoartw whmond vBotenarriouJfi. 
WEST OF ENGLAND 8 SOUTH WALES Pl»- 
rteac aim* Unlv v Oavedon; FUrtwona v Bath 

Buoca;l^umgn>MavExeMB'UnhL;Wutarvei*. 

pa r Mae v Ch eltenh am: WHtehteCh v awn aa e 
ADNAM EAST PrwnieR O tenpS Btortfcrd v 
C aitoM peayiCarrtridgaUriivv fV te rtn re uiii 
■Swn; Ctfcton vUAonTtmn: Cnxtya v ktewwi; 
Sudhuvv cofcftwmf 

ETC IHPLANO Prereka: Bomdch v North 
Staftard: Ha m p t o n-evArdam v Coventr y A 
Nonh Wterwfcd^ ftatxxne v Ed^askxt; North 
Nona VBfcseomflBid: Narthampton Sarto vKhal* 
an; Otton A waat Warwick v Ktor trt flham. 
NORTH Pateaian Ban Rhyddng v I" 

Diahteri Ur*c v Rmportay; NaAn 1 

Soothport v Norton: Srnltwl v ShaflMd 

Barton; VMgan v Fanriby 

WOMBPS NATIONAL LEAGUE Premie.: 

“ iHgfsaMi 
Donoeater 

_ Suidadand 

>; CteWrtuy v Bradbxd SwUhare 
ugh ShJdaraa v Lalcaa- 
v OheknMORf Hghwey 



Twa FyWa v WtakefleM (230); thoatey v 





SWALEC CUP Sbdti reund 030 uuteaa ■ 
iaturV 


Abarteary v ftrtyprictt fcfc:< 
(SJffl; Gomjflauh v CMwren; I 
Wbia; Swansae v Abaravon; TH 


. rVUavCanJff 
; Neath v OAh 
m-nedegarvSev- 
«n SUara; uwc V Nawpoa 
TBINENremVETCUPflflJirtWwtCw- 
rto v Gab; Em* KRxida v Hwnck; EcHmeR 
Arte mvVWl«o rta nt;Htrirt»FPv StWf>30xtv 

a^SoMM^Kfeitenudi v'SwSaa; Kktcakly 
vBonxdmit 


I UjuBWcrtana ^vSSSoS'rtl): VlSat Wb- 
rey V Payreon (12^ tfUdng V BMtiartt (24. 
WOMENW SOUTH Flrat DMalort: Hendon V 
a*«Sfa: HoBwnv wmetasur. Raedirn vTUaa 

ffisssrarris »*"*“■ 

ROYAL Abfiwea. WOMBTS IflDLAIO Pre- 
a *tetHtert»HnfAidanvNor8iSiaHB;igaiaring 
v Olronon Renfciete; LrteaMw v Brtpor: Ptak- 
wUkvLmort 

WOM9 7S EAST Premier: Ashtord v WWwyn 
Gterioi Ctjr, Daretnm vSeuanorto; Hariaaion 
^WjnvBuy Sl Eteiuida; Si Altana v Cam- 

WOM&fSaiDRTH RratDWewrcLaytorrtkto- 
lmvYbric6lmlSaidvChMiar,WNK»v8lBdk- 
tet 'W'rejBjDJiftek * L/wmool Seflon 
WOMEW^WBCT Premian Bouramuh v E»- 
B^er vOnhertam; LaomirWBrvC* 
«L- RaGand.v'Rkiniori Wla; Ymb v St AuteML 


TRYSPORTS WOMEKTS TMKBE COUNTIES 
Fha( DMafare Bracknal v MUon KayneK C&y 
of Ckkwd v Mku Koynea I; Fareham Common 
vOgrton* LHv; Hartay v RmteghjlMdanhaed 
V Raadng: Nawbiry v Scmng; Wndaor v 0«- 
fond Ham: w^eomba RyevmatWimeyi 

Basketball 

aWOPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP: En^and v la- 
real (at N)nn arena. Ifenefiaater}. 

Ice hockey 

SUPERLEAQUEPli 
Cobras -SheKMdf 

Other sports 

ATHLETICS: Under-20 traomaitonai: Gra* 
Brtrato * Germany v Fmnoe (Ekntoghami 
BOWLS: EncfWt Wornaria Indoor Krekml 
ChnfH*nirilp8 (Yarmoutti). 

SNOOKER: Liverpool fflcterta Charily OteKrua 

(Dart# 

SQUASH: Super Series Oral (HtatMd). 
TEMffi: Guaidan Direct Cl* (Bananas Park, 
London). 

TOMORROW 

Footirall 

LEAGUE OF W ALES: BajwVteao Carmarthen 
Town (230| 

DRMAR1BIS LEAGUE Southern DMaton: 
Erfth A Beliwdart v Wayreoudi PU|. 

Rugby League 

gU CUT CHAU3IGE CUP FWIti nwn± 

HaBrnrCOQ; ShetWdvEgiernorilGi^;StHa- 
lena v Warringion MS); WUnee v SaBord (U| 
FIRST DIVISION: HunsM v Leigh (2301; 
RochOUa v Keltftay (3^ ^ 

Rug^y Union 

THfLErsm-roi county chaib>io»bhb> 
Gbmgarehke v Somareat p30) 

TmErsBn-racupcanrtteHhte fc Loretoi - 
Irish vBnps(M^ 

nMLEC CUPShrii round: Uma* w CawpfWy 

Hockey 

An AN.StWISgt HA nOHS TOURNAMENT 
g p e h, IM a rt: M te ay a l a vGmany; Korea w Haw 

Pg 

NAnONAL LEAGUE IfalDhMM BUetartt 
vBr omtey (2 301: Cfwtawfctd « Oxtard LNv: tQ; 

‘ 

ShteMd vHrtwteiTHaa- 
S! YHhrrhgnn ( 2 fl; Slaur- 

port V C^SOJ- 

WCBETTS SOUTH Hoi DMsiore DiMdi v 

SSSSiWPSB 

Ice hockey 
SUPERLEAGUEPI 

MByerNwamunan .. 

g 1 " 1 ” y PtoHwiBaia. Group 

&CardgfDeric v Bndrel BeaepD); Marv 
cheater Storm v Ba»V>B6K*a Btaon . 

Other sports 

^WAEntfdh Womans indoor Nauonal 
owivwwp 1 (wnouthji 
SNOOKBl:UwtepodVlaoriBCtitettyCKBanga 

(Derby^ 

SQUASH: Super Series Anal (HtfflaU). 

TBMIS; Guafdan Dfrwt Cup (Banmag Ml 
L ondon). 


polyester - “it just doesn’t 
breathe" to cotton for the 
team's suits. Bw the first game 
it worked wonders, but for the 
second ... disaster. “And there s 

something wrong with the Yan- 
kees,” you could hear the com- 
mentator say as they took the 
field. ‘Their suits have shrunk! 
Wade Boggs' shirt has split!” 
Whether George is still in the 
job on Tuesday night must be 
in some doubt- 

Any possibility that Danny 
Wilson's job as Baxnsley man- 
ager might have been in doubt 
was removed on Wednesday 
when his side put Manchester 
United out of the FA Cup. Alex 
Ferguson, did his usual com- 
plaining job afterwards, saying 
he had expected Barnsley to get 

afl the decisions, and indeed, 
there appeared to some con- 


troversy over John Hendrie s 
goal, with mrs virtual replay 
demonstrating, according to 
Bob Wilson and KevinKeegan, 

his pundit for the night, that he 
was offside when he picked up 
Darren Barnard’s pass for the 
first goaL 

Most reporters, I have to say, 

fknt oeraeemMlf ftlt 


as far as I could see, the com- 
puter reconstruction clearly 
showed an overlap between 
Hendrie and the defender. 
Which means they’re onside - 
especially given that officials 
have to give the benefit of any 
doubt to the attacker. A couple 


offside. But that was then and 
this is now. What’s the point of 
having all this technology if 
you’re incapable of interpreting 
the information it gives you? 



Photograph; Allsporx 

• Laura Davies stormed back 
into contention in the Aus- 
tralian Ladies Masters yester- 
day by equalling the course * 
record of 65 in Gold Coast, 
Queensland. Davies had a 
seven-under par second round 
to fie eight shots off the leader, 
America’s Cindy Schreyer. 


An art that 
takes patience 
not tackle 

In the first of an occasional series, 

Annalisa Barbieri pits her wits in 
. search of the elusive Scottish salmon 


THE GHDLLIE led me to 
some very intimidating water, 
the Nine Wells pool on the 
river Tfeviot, (a tributaiy of the 
veiy posh Tweed) in the Scot- 
tish borders, where the river 
ran fast and fell from gentle 
shallows to rocky eigfat-foot 
depths at a foot-width’s no- 
tice. This was very active 
fishing. 1 started with a love- 
ly swishy rod, an Orvis Pow- 
er Matrix double-handed 
salmon rod which was indeed 
so light 1 could have earned 
it with me all day, had it not 
been 14ft long and I chose a 
nine-weight floating line. 

My ghfllie (guide) opened 
a % box and - as I alwhys do, 
rather stupidly perhaps - 1 se- 
lected a fly on instinct 0 al- 
ways think “if I were a 
salmon, what wouldl go for 
today?"). It was a “thunder 

and lightning-" waririingtrm fly 

but the water was so fast that 
I had to keep casting every 30 
seconds until my shoulder 
started to hurt. 

The first half of most of 
my fishing days are usually 
spent casting badly and get- 
ting caught on weed until 
everything magically falls into 
place after lunch. 

I moved to the Quany 
pod, where the pace was a lh- 
tie slower and a great many 
fish have been caught Here 
1 started to get a little excit- 
ed at the thought of catching 
a salmon, silver and fat from 
shrimps from the sea. 

But nothing, not a bite or 
a twitch. Not even an “is it 
or isn’t it" caught-oo-the- 
riveibed false alarm. Rub- 
bish. At times like this all one 
can do.is eat lunch. Plus, al- 
though it was a magnificent 
through action rod, I was 
finding it difficult to Spey cast 
in such a heavy flowing riv- 
er with my Power Matrix. 
The S unlaws beat, which we 
were fishing, ends at a hand- 
some viaduct near the re- 
mains of Wallace’s Tower, 
and this is where our picnic 
was left for us by the kind 
Sunlaws people. It was a 
feast and it is no coinci- 
dence that after lunch, my 
casting was magnificent. 

It was then that 1 also 
made a great discovery; the 
spinning rod. It was on a spin- 
ning rod that Georgina Bal- 
lon tine (my heroine) caught 
her monster 641b record- 
bolding salmon in 1 922, so it 
was a surprise that I hadn’t 
tried it before. Spinning is so 
easy. You whack out some ' 
line, reel it in and do it again. 


Bar less tactical, I found, 
than using a fly. 

And also, I suspect, easi- 
er to catch a fish with because 
the bait (in this case a 10- 
gram silver Toby) was far 
more attractive as it whirled 
through the water than a 
teeny tiny fly. My Hardy 
FIbalite spinning rod, at S'/tit, 
is fer easier to handle but was 
set up for right-hand use, so 
after four hours I found my 
wrist hurt so much 1 thought 
I had turned into Chris 
Evans. 

But, although I fished the 
Quarry Pool and Stream, 
and the Timpool Stream, no 
sahnon wanted to know. This 
saddened me, for I have nev- 
er caught a salmon and am 
obsessed with doing so. One 
of my fishing buddies, Alan, 
had a salmon on in the Quar- 
ry Pool which some of the 
others actually saw for one 
brief, brilliant moment, be- 
fore it shook itself free. 

The next day was Sunday, 
so no fishing for salmon in 
Scotland so we fished the 
trout pond at Sunlaws in- 
stead. Here we caught four 
rainbow trout, mostly very 
close in to the bank (they 
come in quite dose when it’s 
cold), so when getting ready 
to re-cast, it was necessary to 
draw the line up slowly. It was 
by doing this that I got a few 
bites, but nothing that came 
to a fisbie-in-my-net conclu- 
sion. We were all fishing 
marabou viva (size 12) lures 
and they proved to be mag- 
ic. Alan got three after be 
changed his retrieval from a 
nervous twitch to a slow and 
steady “loch style" retrieve - 
pulling in a foot of line at a 
time. This way, he said, the 
fish hook themselves and 
you don’t need to strike. The 
last and biggest rainbow of 
the day, caught in the furthest 
pool, went to Pete on a 
corixa. I asked to play two of 
the fish, as I wanted to feel 
thar electric pull of a fish at 
the end of the tine (even if it 
was a lib rainbow). But the 
fish didn’t provide much 
sport, perhaps it was the 
cold, or perhaps the Hardy 
Sovereign 97rfi sea trout rod 
subdued them too quickly, 
but the rainbow fish were in 
the net and priest ed in under 
three minutes. We ate two for 
dinner and 1 drank my cognac 
reading magical tales from 
the log book of salmon 
caught by all, it seemed, but 
me. 

With thanks to GNER. 



Th® salmon still has the jump on the fisherman 
despite the modem array of rods and flies 
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ed Battersea’s j&KMtewetgar 
Howard Eastman '(abfcrve), who 
defeated another Ukrainian, 
VitatyKapffloSi, anpepte. Atwd- 
terweight, Gilbert Eastman ac- 
counted for Hkesfone's Casa 
j&Sskfc (lefi^onc^ras), theref- 
erte'stoppidgh^^Wiiftfaefiflh 


south London pandrama of 
pu gilism h^chKledthtfproxQOter 
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ADVENTURE LIFESTYLE 
MAGAZINE... HITS THE UH am there 


No IhsaK^W^pd is ft new lifestyle magarin^ f or 
modem actiobinen determined tx> pack even more 
adventure sa<i Activity into their lives. Ic is dedicated 
to delivering inspirational accounts of individuals 
who push themselves beyond mental and physical 
limits and to exploring global travel and ideas. Every 
amcdetS supported by superb action photography. 
And every issue is crammed with offers, ideas, events, 
dares and mfo guaranteed to get you out there. 


Mo Limits 


ON SALE NOW! 

www.nolimjtswDrld.cBni 

Free entry to li/msTn 
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Sluggish War iso makes fast exit 


Simon Turnbull 

reports from Vfclenoa 

ON TOP of the world ranking* 
coming into the European in- 
d«3r Championships. Solomon 
Vknso crashed to terra firma 
with a premature bump yesier- 
day. The sprinter with the Su- 
perman tattoo on his left arm 
was unable to fly round the track 
in the Luis Puig Sports Palace 
. Britain's golden shot for the 
400 metres title was a mere 

* Clark Kent when he pulled on 
his spikes for the heats. He fin- 
ished third and foiled to quali- 
fy for the semi-finals. 

“Perhaps I should get iiJaz- 
ered off and pul The Joker on 
instead,'’ he said, pointing to his 
physical artwork. “Maybe some- 
one put kiyptonite in my food 
this morning.*' 

PAUL EDWARDS may become 
the first British athlete to be giv- 
en a life ban, after allegedly fail- 
ing » drugs test for the second 
time in his careen The 39-year- 
old former Conunonnealtfa shot 
bronze medallist is alleged to 
. have tested positive for traces of 

“ testosterone in an out-of- com- 
petition test last June. Edwards. 

who was suspended for four 
years, in 1994, is likely to be 
banned for life if be is found to 
have committed a second offence. 

The special powers War iso 
summoned on his 400m debut 
in the AAA Championships 
certainly deserted him. Off the 
pace from the gun. he trailed 
across the line behind Carlos Sil- 
va of Portugal and the Pole 
Tomasz Czubak in 48.81sec - a 
sluggish shadow of the man 
who clocked a scorching 
45.71 sec in Birmingham three 
weeks ago. 

“Get me a gun and a blind- 
fold,’’ the sprinlerram-fredanee- 
writer shouted to Graham 
Knight, one of the British team 
coaches, as he left the track and 
headed for the exit door. “It’ll be 





* 













• ■ . k*.v «/•* - .5 

Darren Braithwarte (centre) leads his heat of the 60 metres, which he won in 6.67sec in Valencia yesterday 


so embarrassing going home.” 

Solomon, for all his wisdom, 
was asking for trouble in mak- 
ing two trans-Atlantic trips in the 
past fortnight - to train with his 
coach Innocent Egbunike in 
Los Angeles last week and then 
lo return to Europe on Tuesday. 

“I fell really sluggish.” be said, 
“but I’m not going to make any 
excuses. 1 wasn’t sure 1 was go- 
ing to win here but I expected to 
go home with a medal." 

So did Sean Baldoek. But 
now Britain’s second-ranked 


400m runner will be hoping to 
return to Sussex with the gold. 

On form this season. Baldoek 
is the fastest man left in the field. 
A comfortable winner of his beat 
in 47.26, the man from Hastings 
can expect a battle with the Ital- 
ian Ashraf Saber, an equally im- 
pressive qualifier. 

Paul Slylbe, the third 400m 
man in the British team, bade 
his farewell with Whriso. Fourth 
place in his heal, in 47.62. was 
not quite good enough to secure 
a semi-final place. 


Nick Burkficld was the oth- 
er British “casualty” in the 
opening session of competi- 
tion. foiling to reach the heights 
he achieved with his fifth place 
in the pole vault in the World 
Championships last summer. 
Two failures at 5,55m left him 
needing to improve his British 
indoor record by 4cms to 5.64m 
to reach the final. 

He was unable to rise to the 
occasion, though clearing 5.55m 
at the third attempt at least sal- 
vaged a season's best for Buck- 


field, another Sussex man in the 
British team. 

There were no medals at 
stake on the triple jump runway, 
though finishing top of the 
women’s qualifying pile w0] 
have done Uttle barm to Ashia 
Hansen's hopes of striking gold. 
The Shaftesbury Barnet Harri- 
er has particularly tough com- 
petition in her event but she goes 
into this afternoon's final with 
the psychological edge of hav- 
ing eclipsed her rivals yesterday. 

Her second round effort. 




Photograph: Phil Cole/Allsport 

14.4Sm. put her Items ahead of 
the Czech world champion Sar- 
ka Kasparkova. Rodica Ma- 
teescu, the Romanian who leads 
the European indoor rankings 
this season, was the third best 
qualifier, with 4.12m. 

“It’s very close between usi" 
Hansen said, “but Pm trying not 
to think about it too much.” 

At least the Indian a-bom 
Briton exorcised the ghost of her 
last European Indoor challenge. 
She failed to register a valid jump 
in Stockholm two years ago. 


Kafelnikov wins the psychological battle with Henman 


John Roberts 

reports trom Battersea Park 

WITH the wind flapping the 
plastic roofing and the stanchion 
joints creaking, it was difficult 
to be sure whether we were 
watching a tennis tournament 
or about to go ballooning with 
Richard BransoD. 

On the Centre Court of the 
temporary arena in Battersea 
Park. Tim Henman was running 
short of helium. It would be un- 
fair to suggest that the British 
No 2 blew his chance of ad- 


vancing to today s semi-finals of 
the inaugural Guardian Direct 
Cup, although that was the view 
expressed by his Russian oppo- 
nent, Yevgeny Kafelnikov. 

Tim should have won. 6-4, 
6-4.“ the third-seeded Kafel- 
nikov said, having triumphed in 
their quarter-final, 4-6, 6-4, 
6-2. The 24-year-old knows all 
about turning points when Hen- 
man is on the other side of the 
net. At Wimbledon two years 
ago, Henman saved two match 
points against Kafelnikov, be- 
fore winning their first round 
match in five sets. 

Yesterday, with Henman 


serving powerfully and almost 
flawlessly on a fast carpet court, 
Kafelnikov thought the match 
was up when the Briton creat- 
ed two break points at 4-4 in the 
second set. The first opportu- 
nity was lost when Henman loft- 
ed a backhand over the 
baseline. Kafelnikov emphati- 
cally saved the second with 
forehand down the line lo the 
comer of the court. 

Serving to save the set in the 
next game, Henman double- 
faulted to 15-40, and then struck 
a backhand half-volley long af- 
ter Kafelnikov returned his 
next serve. “I was lucky to 


break at the end of the second 
set," the Russian. said. “He 
thought he had the match won 
already. Alter that I had the 
edge over him psychologically.” 

That belief sustained Kafel- 
nikov during the fifth game of 
the final set. Leading 3-L be sur- 
vived three break points from 0- 
40, holding for 4-1 after 
Henman saw another backhand 
go long. 

Kafelnikov sympathised with 
Henman, who has raised his 
game this week to end a run of 
five defeats. “When his first 
serve goes in, basically I'm not 
going to break him, the Russ- 


ian said. “On the baseline I’m 
a better player than him, and 
Tim knows that as well. That’s 
why when he misses his first 
serve he is underpressure. He’s 
a natural His main problem is 
psychological.” 

Henman. whOe agreeing that 
be should have won with one of 
his chances at 4-4 in the second 
set, tooka positive stance on his 
week’s progress. 

With Henman gone, a sense 
of anticlimax threatens to per- 
vade the tournament over the 
concluding two days. Many 
people might consider that the 
new ATP Tbur event has been 


low key all week, the notion of 
tennis in the park in February 
with Henman and Greg Rused- 
ski failing to pack the stadium. 

The chief mistake was to 
schedule Henman’s match 
against Krajicek so late on 
Tuesday that it did not finish un- 
til past midnight, by winch time 
most spectators had gone home. 

Impetus was lost, in addition 
to which television coverage on 
the opening days was sporadic. 
None the less, the organisers are 
encouraged bv the overall re- 
sponse and are determined to 
make improvements over the 
next two years. 


Sunergy profits from risk 


Sailing 


A DARING piece of navigation 
by Dutch skipper Roy Heiner 
paid off when his boat. Brunei 
Sunergy, secured second place 
in the fifth leg of the Whitbread 
Round the World Yacht Race 
yesterday. 

The yacht completed the 
6,670 miles from Auckland to 
Sao Sebastiao in Brazil, via the 
Southern Ocean and Cape 
Horn, more than three days be- 
hind Paul Cayard's EF Lan- 
guage. But this hardly mattered 
to a crew that had recorded two 
last places and two next-to- 


Sporting Digest 


Athletics 

Donovan Bafley; the world OOmgpgg 
record hdder, ^wrttxXa^jrornan 
intmstional meeting m Sydney ®day 
because of a bacBy tx 
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Henry Blofeld’s 
West Indies 
Update 

For the latest news, 
views and regular up- 
dates call 
Henry Blofeld's 
cricket lifl e ofi: 

0930 563 597 

fWk.n 0 ViPDrr.BliitfC«« fllnn ^. 


lasts in the previous four legs. 

Amid the noise of an en- 
thusiastic welcome, Heiner 
spoke of his brave decision to 
go to Ihe cast of the Falkland 
Islands after rounding Cape 
Horn, a move which took 
Brunei Sunergy from sixth to 
second. “We started looking at 
going round the Falkland Is- 
lands before we got to Cape 
Horn. We expected one of the 
other guys to do it but they all 
followed’ each other,” he said. 

“We thought there was a re- 
alistic chance of wind all the way 
through. It was a long way 
round but the only way to sail 
that part of the leg.” 


Basketball 

Phcwr*> 97 

Bowls 

ENGLISH WOilEWS JNnOOB CHAMP* 

Boxing 

WORLD BOXING COUNCIL JIXW BGHT 
ptG. 

Cricket 

Glam organ have Hppojnted thgt r fo f- 

succession to Dimcan Fte tet ter, who 
to the County Champj- 
orcsttp last summer but Is unable to 
redactor the new seaawt 


Australian test for England 


Hockey 


Bill Cotwill 

reports from Ipoh, Malaysia 


BARRY DANCER, the Eng- 
land coach and Terry Walsh, 
Australia's chief coach, former 
team-mates in their national 
squad, will be in opposite camps 
as their teams meet in their first 
match in the Sultan Azlan Shah 
Six Nations Cup in Ipoh today. 

Dancer is under no illusions 
as to the task he faces. England’s 
last victory against Australia was 
in Melbourne in 1985 and only 
last summer, before Dancer 
took over, England suffered 
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Goodwfa SO-27-0 
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Cycling 

Hanods are to sponsor a professional 
team caled Hanods-Giarn. Chris LB- 
lywHte; the B93 MB Race winner, wl 
lead a squad Induing Meat Stephens, 
Mark McKay, Rob Holden and Chris 
BalL 
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their worst ever defeat when 
they lost 10-0 to the Kook- 
aburras at Basingstoke. 

Dancer said yesterday: 
“Malaysia was a useful start but 
we need to build on our game.” 

Although disappointed by 
(he shooting in the Malaysia 
match he fell the abundance of 
attacking play in the second half 
was to be commended. 

The Australian team is a mix 
of youth and experience, from 
lay Stacy and Stephen Davies 
with over 200 caps each to 
three from the Junior World 
Cup squad which took gold in 
Milton Keynes last September 
under Dancer. 
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Football 

MBnchestBrlhiitBdhavebawedtoiB- 
pressuB groups for a second 
land switched the kick-off time for 
fhak Good Friday game with Liv e rpool 
again to 5pm. 

Jimmy Hagan, the farmer Sheffield 
United and England forward, ded yes- 
terday egad 80. Hagan, who started 
tts career a Derby a&o achieved fame 
as manager of Beinflca, wfth whom he 
won the Portuguese Championship 
three times. 

West Bromwich Afcton have appoint- 
ed the Oxford assistant manager 
Malcolm Crosby as first-tram coach. 
Crosby thus renews tis Irks with ttw 
Alton manager Denis Smith, with 
whom he has worked at York, Sun- 
derland and Oxford. 

Wycombe Vfenderers have promoted 
their coach Nei SmSSe, the former 
Crystal Palaca Brighton aid Brentford 
winger, to take caretaker chargB of the 
first team folowtog John Gregory^ 
move to Aston Via. 
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Golf 
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Ams (MQ. S7 M StVdK P MSMISOA S HodL 
S Manwana {Jopgnj. K RleDort {Japan} SB M 
VWeoe, 8 Vtoptork. T Woods. P H Morgan. L 
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Scmyor (US) 70 9B 137 A Sorenstan (Sw) 
SB 09: Khi fcB+lyui (S Kor) B9 E& 138 C tar- 


England team in open revolt 


Basketball 


By Richard Taylor 


ENGLAND’S playcis ripped 
the lid off the team’s impover- 
ished international programme 
ahead of tonight’s crucial Eu- 
ropean Championship game 
against Israel in Manchester, by 
revealing they were fed on Pot 
Noodles and chocolate biscuits 
before Wednesday's 60-55 win 
in Belarus. 

Now, despite a win which pro- 
pelled them to third place in their 
semi-final round group, they are 
in open revolt. Threatening not 
to play for the team next season. 
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Hockey 

WOMEN'S EUROPEAN INDOOR CLUB 
C«ANMOHSMP(nQia8i»hOkii,Oart;PoglA: 
(lUt) 2 Groringan (Nefa) 3. 
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Ftonkhai foeri 6 (Xtoda Conpo (Spf 5; 8nda 
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rard (TadOngtan), N Thompaon, J ute (both 
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The Hague) 

Ice hock^ 

EXPRESS CUP Ftoal (NearcaaOe Arena): Ayr 
Seaotai Bglaa 3 Oodnl Bass 2 
MzBonoil &rftaol |M;NeirJa(aey4'bm- 
paBwnNYRangarasTtraaoftLosAnga- 
b^QU^>4:CoEwlo3 PBnrtcfaSan Jon 

Rugby Union 

StBie Heaton, the JedArast back-row 
forward, was yesterday tanned for 10 
weeks by the Scotifan Rugby Union 
after befog sent off tor an sieged 
head-butt ctoring his cfobb Tennants 
League match against Hawick two 
weeteamHewaslmcfciedtaafouch- 
foe hdtfont with frie Hawick and Scot- 
land A centra Carmto 

SU PS) tgTOU RHAaPff (IXnedfa, NZ): Q»- 
g^HlgtoXfani (N2) 26 Oaealmj Rads 


a joint statement said: “There is 
currently no accountability with- 
in the corridors of power in 
English basketbaD and no respect 
for national team members.” 

Snack foods were the only 
provision made by the English 
Basketball Association to com- 
pensate for substandard food in 
Belarus. 

The coach, Laszlo Nemeth, 
said: “1 am totally committed to 
the players but have no respect 
for chief executive Steve Cation 
and the Association.” 

C-atton responded by saying: 
“No one wants to be associat- 
ed with a team who behaves like 
this." 


S ailing 
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Tennis 
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Cricket: Fourth Test 

England fail at 
toss and spin 


DEPENDING on the gen- 
teelness of one’s views, Eng- 
land were either hoist by 
their petard on the first 
morning at Bourda or 
stuffed rotten by sod’s law. 

Having derided quite 
rightly, to go into this crucial 
Test match with two spinners, 
it was imperative that Eng- 
land should win the toss 
and therefore bowl last when 
the pilch would be at its most 
receptive for spin. 

After winning the first 
three tosses of series, this was 
a tall order for Mike Ather- 
ton and after the coin had 
roiled a fair dis- 


Lara dispatched a full toss 
wide of mid-on for four. 

The odd ball kept low and 
when Lara aimed a violent 
pull at a shorter ball, it went 
through at half-stump height 
and was within a whisker of 
bitting the off stump. /The 
danger in allowing a bowler 
to operate unchallenged like 
this is that once the psycho- 
logical advantage has been 
surrendered it is so difficult 
to get it back. 

When play restarted after 
lunch, Fraser soon found a 
spot at the Regent Street End 
where the ball had gone 
through the sur- 


tance, it came HENRY face and it he- 

down the wrong R ] OFF ID <^ ilKrBasiD g , >' 
way. The agony D LLU clear that stroke 

was underlined when both play was going lo become 


Dean Headley and Angus 
Fraser found that the pitch 
bad pace and bounce. 

If only Alec Stewart, who 
had been so safe in the slips 
in Trinidad, had bung on to 
Shivnarine ChanderpauL For 
all that Atherton and his 
fellow selectors made a bold 
derision in picking off-spin- 
ner Robert Croft and his 
presence could still give Eng- 
land an important advantage. 

When he came on after 
80 minutes, the two left han- 
ders Brian Lara and Chan- 
derpauL played him as if he 
was bowling hand grenades. 
The ball turned, if only slow- 
ly, but neither was prepared 
to pick his bat up and play 
a stroke. The only one we 
saw before lunch came when 


more diffi cult as the match 
went on. But if you are a bats- 
man of Lara's class, ordinary 
rules do not apply. 

Fraser, of all people was 
driven for three fours but 
two of these were from half 
volleys and Lhe third from a 
lovely stroke from Lara 
when he hit through the 
line of a good length ball on 
off stump. It was a superb 
stroke and on this pitch only 
a batsman of Lara's class 
could have played iL 

It was a joy to watch 
Lara and Chanderpaul go 
for their strokes after lunch. 
They took the initiative back 
in the first hour in this series 
in which Lhe bat has been on 
top of the ball at both ends. 
It was glorious cricket. 


Spinners ready for 
action in dry zone 


NOT since the heyday of 
Lance Gibbs in the 1960s and 
the magical In dian quartet, 
BedL Chandrasekhar, Pra- 
sanna and Venkat. in the 
1970s can spin bowling be ac- 
curately said to have won a 
Test match in the West Indies. 

Neither team can realis- 
tically expect it now especially 
as the Wat Indies have no 
Gibbs and Eng- 
land no Bedi or 
Prasanna. Nev- 
ertheless, both 
are counting on 
what they have at 
their disposal to 
make an impact 
on a match like- 
ly to deride the scries. 

Their assessment has 
been based on a pitch in the 
middle of a parched, dehy- 
drated outfield that is bound 
to suck up any water in the 
vicinity. There has been no 
significant rain in George- 
town since September and 
forecasters gloomily predict 
there will not be any for an- 
other three months. 

■ El Nino has not oDly 
proved a bother to the rice 
and sugar farmers but also 
to groundsmen. Although 
there was still moisture a foot 
and a half down when the 
television crew dug its hole 
just behind the middle 
stump for the installation of 
camera and microphone on 
Thursday, the surface seems 
dry and is virtually grassless. 

The West Indies team 
coach, Malcolm Marshall, 
used the word “flaky” on ex- 


WEST 

INDIES 

VIEW: 

TONY 

COZIER 


ammin g it and, like England, 
expected it to respond to 
spin before very long. 

It will be up to a leg spin • 
ner in his very first Test, Di- 
nanaih Ramnaiicc to exploit 
it for the West Indies and the 
unpredictable Phil Tufinell 
and Robert Croft, who has 
had little work on tour, to do 
so for England. 

The West In- 
dies also have 
the underrated 
but experienced 
off-spin of Carl 
Hooper and the 
more speculative 
orthodox left- 
arm support of 
Jimmy Adams to rail on. 

In foe circumstances the 
toss seemed critical and Bri- 
an Lara bad no hesitation in 
choosing to bat after w inning 
it. Yet, over foe first session, 
be might have wondered 
what Curtly Ambrose and 
Courtney Walsh would have 
made of it Angus Fraser and 
Dean Headley found en- 
couraging bounce and some 
pace, which they exploited. 

The susceptible West In- 
dies openers, Sherwin 
Campbell and Stuart 
Williams, seldom give foe 
impression of permanency 
but to have removed them so 
early was a bonus for Eng- 
land. They know that if they 
ran confine the West Indies 
to anything below 250 the 
toss will become meaning- 
less. however foe pitch be- 
haves for the remainder of 
foe match. 


— ■ — =-DZarfc Min 
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Shoaib devastates South Africa 


Pakistan 259 & Jt-0 
South Africa 231 


SHOAIB AKHTAR yesterday 
produced a devastating spell as 
Pakistan took a 28-run first-in- 
nings lead on the second day of 
the second Tbst against South 
Africa in Durban. Genera ting 
startling pace, the 22-year-old 
Shoaib captured five wickets for 
43 as South Africa collapsed 
from 115 for 2 to 178 for 9. 

Shaun Pollock and Allan 
Donald put on 53 for foe last 
wicket to enable the South 
Africans to reach 231 all out, 
and by dose of play Pakistan 
had scored 1 1 for no wicket to 
stretch their lead to 39. 

After losing Adam Bacher 
early in the day. South Africa 
appeared to have built a solid 
foundation when Jacques Kalfis 
and Hylton Ackerman put an 83 
in 165 minutes for the third 
wicket. However, Shoaib, who 
did not bowl before lunch, pro- 


duced a lightning-fast delivery- 
to rip past a defensive shot by. 
Kallis, who scored 43, and with 
his next ball trapped Andrew ' 
Hudson Ilw for a duck. He lat- 
er went on to beat Mark Boucb-. 
er, Lance Klusener and Fante 
de Villiers for pace in a spell of 
three for 17 from 20 balls. 

Sfloantf day. Souft Africa won toss 
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Jungle guerrilla off bench to save me from sack 



THE 

GAFFER 

TAPES 


HE’S ONLY been here a week 
bat already Ruben Tiiesdai 
looks the signing of the season. 
He may be raw but he’s learned 
things while kidnapping gov- 
ernment officials in the jungles 
of Central America that they 
don't teach in the schools of ex- 
cellence. 

1 put him on the bench last 
week. After 30 minutes he 
turned to me, pointed at Bro- 
colli Moore, the club’s record 
£9m signing, and said: “This 
man will get you zee sack,” 

“I know,” I replied, “but 
he’s the chairman's signing so 
I have to play heem.” 

“I fix heem boss,” said 
Ruben, adding coldly, “and 
don't take zee mkkkee out of 
my accent.” Anyway, at the 
break be bummed a cigarette 
off Cliff Phace, our centre-half 
who was having his half-time 
Marlboro, and took Brocolli 
into the showers. A few min- 
utes later Brocolli returned, 
walking a little unsteadily and 
ashen faced. I could have 
sworn there were cigarette 
bums on his shorts but I must 


have imagined it, he’s a non- 

smoker. 

In the second half half he 
scored twice and made three 
for Ruben while doing more 
running than he had all year. 
Pot the first time thi$ season 
we've to send his shirt to the 
launderette. 

Unfortunately we let in 
five so we onty gained a p oint 
but I was fairly happy hav ing 
been 4-0 down at half-time. 
Not so Sir Hirem FIrem, the 
chairman 

On TUesday he summoned 
me to the Old Cornfield for a 
meeting. “I can tell you've 
been tinder a lot of pressure,” 
he said, “and I think it’s af- 
fecting your judgement and 
your family life. I know Tm 
your godfather, I taught you to 
walk, bought you your first Ac- 
tion Man and signed you for 
this dub as a Junior Sludge 
many years ago, but maybe it’s 
time you bad a break from the 
game. It’s few your sake and the 
club, m tell the press you've 
resigned.” 

Bit of a shock, but fortu- 


nately I had Ruben with me as 
we were moving him to a new 
safe house after a brush with 
the CIA. I was pretty grim- 
faced when I left the board- 
room and Ruben asked me 
what was up. “TCut here,” he 
said. 

A few minutes later the 
chairman emerged and said 
he’d reconsidered and would 
I like a raise. I naturally agreed 
and went to shake on the deal 
but he shied away muttering 
something about having a 
slight problem with his hands, 
it was then I noticed three of 
his fingernails appeared to be 

missing 

As I said, Ruben looks a 
good signing, I’ve had three 
managers on already wanting 
to loan him out for a couple of 
hours. There’s also been a 
couple of agents sniffing round 
but I've told them Ruben takes 
a dim view of extortion unless 
it benefits the revolution. 

Meanwhile Ruud has 
turned down our generous 
offer to help us out with some 
coaching. Even though the 


local Pizza Hut has just been 
refurbished he said he 
wouldn’t be seen dead in Slud- 
getborpe. “You do not even 
have am Emporio Armani dr 
Calvin Klein boutique,* he 
said, “bow ran a man of my 
reputation go shopping in Tbp 
Man?” Maybe booking him 
into the Bates Motel was a 
mistake. 

We’ve made a move for Bri- 
an Little instead. Pm sure hell 
sign once be sees the new 
Sludgethoipe Mall, it’s got 
Millets, Shoe Save and Rai- 
ners. 

There’s been one other 
problem this week. In the club 
shop we sell posters of Duane 
Spice dressed up in a dicky bow 
with the logo “licenced to 
Skill”. It’s a long-running cam- 
paign and he plays the role for 
all it is worth. He wears 007 on 
the pitch, drinks Martini (and 
anything else in reach) and, by 
all accounts, has cut a swathe 
through the local female pop- 
ulation. 

Now T hear that Mandy 
Mamfiesan has given part of his 


precious dome the same name. 

Well, it’s just not on, and we’re 
not saying that just because 
they refused our bid to erect 

the thing on the waste land be- 
hind the Gasworks End. I am 
surprised because we have 
been heavily involved in the 
planning, several junior min- 
isters have been to see Swet- 
tie Bettie to help proportion 
the Body Zone and Brian 
Hedrinbottom’s lined up as the 

poet-in-residence. 

Anyway, we’ve told Mandy 
that the name’s got to be 
changed and the onty thing that 
will persuade us to drop our 
opposition is an appeal to our 
patriotism and a full listing of 
remaining tax loopholes. 

Ivor Niggle is out, he burnt 
his hand li ghting a countryside 
rampaign beacon, and Shaun 
Prone received a nasty stab 
wound t aking his kids on a 
guided tour round Villa Park. 
The police have assured me be 
was an innocent bystander. 

Barry Gaffer was 
talking to Glenn Moore 


Major weekend 
fixtures 

and pools check 

TODAY 

L0 unless soled 

FA Carting Premiership 

1 Aston Via v Liverpool ....... 

2 Barnsley v Wimbledon — ..... 

3 Blackburn v Leicester 

- Chelsea v Manchester Utd (ttS).. 

4 Crystal Palace v Coventry — . — ' 

5 Derby v Sheffield Wednesday. — 

6 Evert on v Newcastle 

7 Laadt v Southampton 

Nationwide Football League 
First Division 

8 Buy v Swindon ..... — 

9 Charlton v ttoddersfleld "... 

10 Crewe v Ftoadhg * — — — ... 

11 Manchester City v Wbs! Brom.... 

12 Norwich v OPR 

13 Oxford v Stockport 

14 Portsmouth v Tranmere .... 

15 Sheffield Uid v Bradford City 

16 Suideriand v Ipswich — 

17 Wolves v Btoi iig li affl 

Second Division 

18 Blackpool v Fulham 

19 Bournemouth v Preston 

20 Brantford v Marie 

21 Bristol City v Southend 

22 Carfisie v Burnley ... 

23 Northampton v Grimsby 

24 Okfliam v MRwafl - 

25 Plymouth v Luton 

26 Watford v Bristol Rcnrera 

27 Wigan v Chesterfield ...... 

28 Wtsxham v WabaD 

29 Wycombe v GBhghom 

Third Division 

30 Barnet v Shrewsbury - 

31 Brighton v Chester— — 

32 Cambridge v Mansfield 

33 Dariington v Rochdale 

34 Hartlepool « Doncaster 

35 Macclesfield v Notts County _.... 

36 Rotoertiam v Leyton Orient- 

37 Scarborough v Hti 

38 Sonthorpe v Cartfiff 

39 Swansea v Exstar 

- Torquay v Lincoln — 

Bell's Scottish League 
Premier Division 

40 Aberdeen v Kbnamock ... 

41 Dunfermline v Motherwell 

42 Hbamtanv Cette 

43 Hangers v Hearts 

44 St Johnstone v Dundee Utd . — 


Wenger happy with his lot 


First Division 

45 AWrfe v FaKrk 

46 Ayr v Partick 

47 Dindee v St Mftsn 

48 HamBton v Rahh Postponed 

49 StHng v Morton 

Second Division 

- East Rte w Clyde 

-Fbrferv Clydebank 

- Livingston v Queen of South 

- Stenhousamar v Inverness Cal .. 

- Stranraer v Brechin 

Third Division 

- Berwick v Arbroath 

- Dumbarton v Aloa 

- East Sttrtlng v Queen'S Park 

- Montrose v Cowdenbeath 

- Ross Co v Abon Postponed 

TOMORROW 

FA Carling Premiership H 
Tottenham v Bolton (4X1) 

Nationwide Football League 
First Division 

Nottngham For v Mkfdfesbra (10) .. 
Port Vale v Stoke ( 10 ) 


By Mark Bradley 

THE Arsenal manager, Ars&ne 
Wenger, has ruled out a big- 
money move into the transfer 
market before deadline day - 
unless Ian Wright’s recovery 
from injury is delayed. 

Wenger is deafly a big ad- 
mirer of Southampton’s Kevin 
Davies and is certainly keen to 
bring in at least one young 
prospect at some stage if the 
price and wages fit into Arse- 
nal's tight financial structure. 
But he is also increasingly im- 
pressed by the progress of his 
18-year-old striker Nicolas 
Anefica and feels he already has 
enough cover in his squad to 
compete for the title - barring 
further long-term injuries. 

However, Wenger knows if 
Wright dees not return from his 
current injury problems on 
schedule in around three weeks’ 
time he could face problems, as 
Anelka is set to miss vital 
matches when involved with 
the France Under-18 side at the 
end of March. 

Arsenal have recently been 
linked with a move for the 
Coventry striker Dion Dublin, 
who could be available for a fee 
of£5m as long as his large wage 
demands were met But Wenger 
said: “I like Dublin as a player 
but we haven’t made an inquiry. 
There’s a limit on wages at Ar- 
senal" 

The Leicester City manager, 
Martin O’Neill has leapt to the 
defence of the referee Dennot 
Gallagher over his suspension 
by the Football Association 
and has claimed he was the vic- 
tim of a “knee-jerk" reaction. 

Gallagher was due to take 
charge of Gty's Premiership fix- 
ture at Blackburn today but his 
EA ban - over his handling of 
the recent Chelsea v Arsenal 
game - means he has been re- 
placed by Neale Barry. 

O’Neal said: “There have 
been other occasions this sea- 
son when referees have been 
seen to miss penalties or other 
vital decisions - but they have 
not been sanctioned like Mr 
Gallagher. Other referees must 
be counting themselves fortu- 
nate not to have been picked 
oul It looks like [it might be] 
a result of all the things that 
have been said recently about 
refereeing decisions.” 



Nicolas Andkstfs form may mean ArsenaFs manager, Arsine Wenger, has no need to buy a striker Photograph: Kent Gavin 


The Blackburn striker Kevin 
Gallacher has revealed that he 
has approached the Bxrtball As- 
sociation over his sending-off 
following an incident with the 
West Ham midfielder Eyal 
Berkovitch in an FA Cup tie on 
14 February. Along with Black- 
burn's appeal, the Scottish strik- 
er, who starts a three-match 
suspension today, wrote a let- 
ter to the FA in a vain attempt 
to clear his name. 


“I didn't elbow Berkovitch 
and believe the referee should 
have been allowed, to see the 
video. I have been punished for 
something I haven't done,” 
Gallacher said. 

The West Bromwich de- 
fender Shane Nicholson has 
been charged by the Football 
Association for refusing to take 
a training-ground drugs test 
this week. The player has al- 
ready been suspended and fined 


two weeks’ wages by his dub. He 
failed another drugs test earli- 
er this season, but escaped pun- 
ishment after claiming a drink 
had been spiked. 

The veteran Everton goal- 
keeper Neville Southall has 
joined Stoke City on a month’s 
' loan and is expected to make his 
debut in the Potteries derby 
against Port Vale tomorrow. 
However, Stoke have lost the 
services of the Scotland full- 


back Tosh McKinlay, who has 
been recalled by Celtic. 

Liverpool’s Czech midfield- 
er Patrik Berger has expressed 
an interest in a move to the Por- 
tuguese club Benfica, whose 
coach is Graeme Souncss. 

Brazil are the latest coun- 
try to state an interest in host- 
ing the 2006 World Cup finals 
- joining England, Germany 
and South Africa as potential 
hosts. 


sidel ines 

Gers trade with 
Hearts flowers 
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Ten things 
that 
Hearts’ 
Angolan 
Jose 
Quitongo 
might be 
missing 
today 


1 Being a billionaire. 
There are 323,356 An- 
golan kwanzas to the 
pound. 

2 Luanda. Despite falling 
into a state of chronic 
disrepair, the Angolan 
capital it is still known as 
the Paris of Africa. 

3 The National Bank of 
Angola's pink headquar- 
ters building. Not quite 
Edinburgh Castle, but one 
of a few historic buildings 
still standing. 

4 Corn ftrnge. A mix of 
corn and water. Yum. 

5 Roque Santeiro street 
market, one of Africa's 
largest Sells everything 



from corn fringe to tartan 
shortbread (probably.) 

6 Doing the fandango 
and other dances which 
ori gin ated m Angola. 

7 The music of Barcelo de 
Carvalra. aka Bonga. 
whose album “Angola 
1972" raged against Por- 
tuguese colonialism. 

8 Chess champions. An- 
gola’s Manuel Mateus was 
the youngest African ever 
accorded international 
master status. 

9 Wild creatures not 
decked out in kilts and 
sporrans. 

10 Rainy seasons that 
stop. 


NAME OF THE GAME 

No 24: THE EAGLES 


CRYSTAL PALACE’S nickname used to be “The Glaziers". . 
The club was formed in 1905 by the company that ran the 
Crystal Palace, the glass edifice built for the Great Exhi- 
bition in Hyde Park in 1851 and moved to Sydenham Hill 
in south-east London three years later. Following Malcolm 
Allison’s arrival at Selhuist Park in 1973, it was felt that a 
more modern name was needed - hence the change to “The 
Eagles". The modern-day club crest features an eagle 
perched on top of the old Crystal Palace. Rumours that the 
club are on the point of changing the logo a gain to incor- 
porate a wingless eagle (one that is unable to stay up) have 
been discounted. 


Dibble steps up to replace Schwarzer 


Rangers encouraged by Gascoigne recovery 


MIDDLESBROUGH are trav- 
elling well this season, and to- 
day’s visit to Nottingham Forest 
gives them a chance of a fourth 
away win in a row, which would 
extend their lead at the top over 
Forest to six points. 

They will have to do it with- 
out goalkeeper Mark Schwaiz- 
er, who aggravated a thigh 
injury during the victory over 
Crewe in midweek. The former 
Welsh international, Andy Dib- 
ble, steps up for his first ap- 
pearance of the season. Nigel 
Pearson will return after injury 
but Andy Townsend and Paul 
Mcrson face fitness tests. 

The Forest manager, Dave 
Bassett, has a few injury doubts 
himselt with Scot Gemmfll’s an- 
kle and Steve Stone’s ham- 
string. Steve Chettle is set to 
return after missing the mid- 
week draw at Tranmere. 

Sunderland, in third place, 
four points behind Forest, add 
Darren Williams and Michael 


Bridges to the squad that beat 
Huddersfield last Tuesday for the 
visit of Ipswich, who are not far 
behind in sixth place. Both 
Williams and Bridges proved 
their fitness in the reserves in 
midweek, but F&Urr Reid is ex- 
pected to keep the ade that won 
at the McAJpine Stadium. 

Tony Mowbray, the Ipswich 
captain, is struggling with a groin 
strain, but he is the only wony 
for the manager. George Burley, 
who has Adam Tann er standing 
by. The England Under-2i goal- 
keeper, Richard Wight, will 
play despite 13 stitches in his face, 
while the stoker James Scowooft 
will be on the beach as Burley 
again pairs the in-form Alex 
Mathie and David Johnson. 

At the other end of the table, 
Paul Hall and Fitzroy Simpson, 
who have spent the last six 
games on international duty for 
Jamaica, are both available for 
Portsmouth, who entertain Tran- 
mere. The former Southampton 


defender Matt Robinson makes 
bis borne debut and, Steve Clar- 

idge, on loan from Leicester City, 
continues in attack after having 
bis period extended to a second 
month. 

Tranmere welcome back 
John Morrissey from suspen- 
sion. while defender Alan Mor- 
gan is also likely to play despite 
being in pain from a knee injury. 

One pl3ce above Pompey 
are Manchester City, whose vet- 
eran defender Ian BrigfatweD will 
miss the visit of West Bromwich 
with a hamstring recurrence. 
Murtaz Shelia and Richard 
Edghill are also struggling to be 
fit, though slightly more en- 
couraging for the Gty manager, 
Joe Rnyle, is Georgi Kmkladze’s 
recovery from an ankle injury. 

Lee Hughes has been ruled 
out for West Brom with a ham- 
string problem suffered during 
Tuesday’s defeat to Portsmouth- 
Central defender Man Carbon 
is set to return after a thjgji strain. 


PAUL GASCOIGNE is a sur- 
prise contender for a place in 
Rangers' starting line-up today 
when they face their title rivals 
Hearts at Jbrox. 

The England midfielder 
limped off with an ankle injury 
during the 1-1 draw against 
Kilmarnock in midweek and his 
manager, waiter Smith, thought 
that he would be ruled oul un- 
til 9 March and the Scottish Cup 
match against Dundee. 

Gascoigne, however, is mak- 
ing good progress from the 
knock and is quietly confident 
of playing some part today. 

*1 hadn't anticipated that 
Gazza could be fit for this 
game," Smith said yesterday. “I 
didn’t think he would be in a po- 
sition to lake a fitness test But 
he will have one in the morn- 
ing and we are hopeful that he 
wifi come through it all right." 

Gascoigne is anxious to play 
as many games as possible with 
the World Cup approaching 


but has had to endure a frus- 
trating season on and off the 
pitch and his form has dipped. 

He has started only 13 of 
Rangers’ 26 League games and 
the England coach, Glenn Hod- 
dle, is likely to have noted that 
he seems to be short of match 
practice. 

Smith, however, could do 
with an in-form Gascoigne to re- 
vive his side's fortunes and the 
Hearts match would be as good 
a game as any to display his wide 
range of skills. 

Rangers may be without 
Brian Laudrup today, after the 
Dane picked up a calf injury in 
the Kilma rnock match. 

Hearts overtook Rangers in 
the League on Wednesday af- 
ter a spirited 3-1 victory against 
Aberdeen. They are second to 
the leaders Celtic on goal dif- 
ference, and two points dear of 
the champions. 

Celtic’s head coach, Wim 
Jansen, has sensed a growing 


self-belief among his men both 
in themselves and, significant- 
ly, in each other, that Celtic can 
lift their first Scottish title for 
a decade. 

After emphatic home victo- 
ries against Kilmarnock and 
Dunfermline. Celtic travel to 
the bottom club Hibernian to- 
day in positive mood, with the 
fluid system Jansen has de- 
vised paying dividends. 

He said: “The most impor- 
tant thing about the 5-1 win 
against Dunfermline on 
Wednesday is the confidence 
that wc showed. Wc really en- 
joyed the game. 

“Everybody wants to be in 
the team, have a good perfor- 
mance and win the game and 
that desire is the vital for us at 
the moment 

“The players knowwc can do 
it but we have to do it by our- 
selves. We should just look to 
ourselves and try to do the 
best for ourselves." 


THIS WEEK 


On 28 February 1979, Wimbledon beat Tbrquay 6-1 and 
forther enhanced their prospects in the race for the 
Fourth Division title. In a game that was, according to re- 
ports. evenly matched, the Dons only managed to scrape 
their five-goal margin of victory because they scored on every 
occasion they had the opportunity to do so, while their hosts 
were wasteful in front of goaL 

The hero of the game for Wimbledon was Alan Cork; 
who scored four times, including three goals in the last four 
°f p ‘f y - le ft Wimbledon second to Read- 

ng ui the table, and they were eventually promoted in third 
piace come the spring. 

Elsewhere that week, in the somewhat loftier Second 
Ter jy Venables’ Crystal Palace beat W r «£m 
1*° tD move mt0 ^ <°P three- They won the title in May! 
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Troussier 

avoids 
a sticky 

situation 


Burkina Faso 

THE host nation's defeat in this 

■ week’s semi-finals . of the 

* African Nations' Cup saved 
Philippe Troussier from an awk- 
ward situation in today’s final 
in Ouagadougou. 

The much-travelled French- 
man worked wonders to steer 
Burkina Faso through the first- 
round group stage - against ex- 
pectations- and to the last four, 
where they lost on penalties to 
Egypt But his time in charge of 
the Burfcmabe is over - next 
week he begins his new job as 
the coach of South Africa, who 
face the Egyptians in the final. 

Today’s match will Jomo 
Sono’s last in charge of the 
South Africans. He took over as 

* caretaker coach when Clive 
Barker, who took the reigning 
African champions to the 
World CXip finals, resigned, but 
he knew his appointment was 
temporary. 

rf If God helps me to win the 
trophy, 1 just want to take it 
home," Sono said after his 
side’s semi-final victory over the 
Democractic Republic of Con- 
go, adding that his aim had been 
to prove domestic critics, who 
said that the team would nev- 
er win anything with a South 
African-born coach, wrong. 
Asked whether he would work 
with Troussier, be replied; “I will 
think about it later on." 

As for Th) ussier, known 
throughout West Africa as the 
“White Witchdoctor", he was 

W- proud of his current team’s 
achievements. ‘Burkina Faso is 
a poor country economically but 
it is very rich in other senses. I 
am very proud to have taken 
charge of this team and to have 
got them to this level" he said. 

Burkina Faso’s big problem 
was scoring enough goals - 
which is not something that 
should worry Troussier when he 
takes over as South Africa’s 
coach. Benedict McCarthy may 
be only 20, but he already has 
a huge reputation. Now with 



‘Chairman wanted 
me to stay* - Little 


% BRIAN LITTLE was yesterday 
busy clearing up the circum- 
stances of his surprise departure 
as manager of Aston Villa on 
Tuesday. No, he was not pushed; 
in fact Doug Ellis, the chairman, 
had pleaded with him not to 
resign, as he had done on two 
previous occasions. Little said. 
This time, however, be could not 
be turned. 

Little visited Ellis at his 
home on Thursday where the 
chairman and Villa’s secretary- 
director. Steve Stride, tried to 
persuade him to change his 
min d, he said. 

^ ‘Both he [Ellis] and Steve 
Stride tried at length to per- 
suade me to stay on Tuesday. I 
know they did not want me to 

go,” he said. “I have had noth- 
ing but support from him. 

' ‘But I Had made up my mind 
and I still feel that I made the 
right decision. The team's per- 
formances were being affected 
in an adverse way such was the 
speculation about things. 

“But I repeat - 1 have nev- 
er had anything other than 100 
percent support from thechair- 

man and I am deeply upset that 

people should think otherwise. 

“The chairman forced me 
out? Nothing could be further 


from the truth. I said there had 
been certain things going on be- 
hind the scenes that led to 
things being difficult for me and 
it has been suggested that was 
a direct reference to the chair- 
man. 

“But I will say to anyone that 
that is wrong. Those things 
were personal and I retain the 
right to keep them that way. In 
more than three years togeth- 
er we have not bad a problem. ” 

Ellis himself was deadly se- 
rious yesterday, contending that 
he had been hurt by reports that 
be had forced Little out to re- 
place him with John Gregory. 

“It’s all terrible lies,” Ellis 
said- “It is hurtful to me to think 
that people reckon 1 would 
damage my relationship with 
Brian in any way like that.” 

Little added that Ellis had 
supported fully his transfer deal- 
ings, including the purchases if 
.the strikers Stan CoDymore and 
Savo Milosevic: “The ch airman 
always allowed me to buy who 
I wanted to buy.” 

Little added; “There is do se- 
cret that we have talked about 
toy position in the past but the 
chairman did everything he 
could to talk me out of it - and 
managed it twice. 


QUOTES OF THE WE EK 

M un the 90 minutes In nr 


• People want to try to finds 

new Pete. They coUdit do that 

You don't find another 
Beethoven, you have only one 
Mtchefangete In music you 
have only one Rank Sinatra 
and in football you have only 
one Pete. Pete. 

• Any pfeyBC: judged a 
h the first team e Hkefy to 

hrnsetf among the reserves® 

Preston on a wet Wednesday 
evening That includes Stan. 
John Gregory. newAstorv*- 
la manager, 6nStanCo#ymore 
•John Gregory would fine you 
for not wearing flip-flops fr> tn® 
showers. Dave Carroll. « 
Wycombe Wanderers, on ns 
former manager. 

• | lay awake all night trying 


"to re-nffi toe 90 minutes in my 
head But all can remember 
is my goals- and 
framed forever In my dreama 
Scott Jonas. Bamsleyfc two- 
ooa! hero, on knocking 
£hest8r United out of the FA 
Cup- 
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football 

AROUND 
THE WORLD 

BY RUPERT 
METCALF 

Ajax, be scored four goals in 12 
minutes in a first-round match 
against Namibia plus two in 
Wednesday’s semi-final. Both 
McCarthy and Egypt’s veteran 
striker, Hossara Hossan, have 
each hit seven goals in the Na- 
tions’ Cup so far - two short of 
the record that Zaire’s Mu- 
lamba Nday£ set in 1974. 

Romania 

THE appointment of Victor Pi- 
turca as Romania's new national 
coach has not met with univer- 
sal approval in Bucharest. 

The former Under-21 marh 
who will replace Anghel lorda- 
nescu after the World Cup 
when the latter becomes the 
coach of Greece, spent two 
months in jail in 1981 for gam- 
bling, which was illegal in Nko- 
lae Ceausescu's Communist 
state at the time. 

One might think that such a 
record would increase his cred- 
ibility in the new Romania, but 
it seems not. “Rom a moral 
point of view, Piturca is not the 
right person." the newspaper 
Pro Sport said. “A public person 
as the national team trainer has 
to be ‘clean’.” 
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and counting 
until the World Cup 
finals begin in France 


CHRIS SUTTON is by no means the only 
footballer in Europe with an over-inflated 
ego. Hie Anderiecht midfielder Enzo Sd- 
fo said this week that he would nor play in- 
ternational football again after being left out 
of Belgium’s squad for a friendly against the 
United States. 

“Hie news has deeply disappointed me. 
I never again want to play under [the Bel- 
gium coach Georges] Leekens," the 32- 
yearold Sdfo said. He added that Leekens 
was showing “a lack of respect . 

Sdfo, capped 79 times, made his debut 
for the Belgian national side in 1984 and 
played in the past three World Cup finals. 
He has also played for InternazionaJe, Bor- 
deaux, Anxerre, Tbrino and Monaco. 

Leekens said last weekend that he want- 
ed to experiment in the friendlies against 
the States on Wednesday, which his side 
won 2 - 0 , Norway cm 25 March and Romania 

on 22 April. But he added that the play- 
ers called up for the match against the 
Americans were not guaranteed a place in 
his squad for the World Cup finals. 

“If Sdfo cannot accept that we experi- 
ment, that’s his problem ” Leekens said. 
“He is choosing the wrong way to express 
his opinion.” 


Benedict McCarthy (centre), South Africa’s 20-year-old prodigy, has taken the African Natrons’ Cup by storm Photograph: AFP 
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Irwin still 



after all these years 




If you don’t have desine 
here you’ll soon be on 
yourwa/ Manchester 
United's quiet survivor 
tells Glenn Moore 


THURSDAY at The Cliff, 
Manchester United’s training 
ground, the morning after the FA 
Cup defeat to Barnsley. At many 
dubs the first team would have the 
day off but United's are training, not 
as a Punishment but to ease post’ 
match stiffness - besides, half the first 
team had not played at OakwelL 

Behind the metal barriers around 
50 fans, undeterred by the raw wind, 
watch the session, admire the cars 
and wait for allographs. By the 
wheelie bin, a local radio reporter 
interviews Gary Neville, nearby reps 
from Umbra and Diadora hover. 

Alex Ferguson, with an appoint- 
ment elsewhere, leaves Brian Kidd 
in charge of shooting practice and 
heads off. On the way out he slows 
to ask, partly to be sociable, partly 
from his desire to know every aspect 
of United business; “Who are you 
waiting for?" 

“Denis Irwin,” I reply. “Oh aye," 
said the United manager before 
driving away, no doubt thinking: 
“That's OK, solid, dependable Denis 
won’t say anything controversial." 

And he does not, except for the 
admission that the manag er’s rota- 
tion policy affects performance, 
which has been clear to most 
observers the past six weeks. But the 
perceptive Irwin can offer, in his soft 
Irish accent, the insights garnered 
from nearly eight years at Old 
Trafford. 

Irwin, now 32, was in at the start 
of United's years of plenty. The man- 
ager rates his £650,000 sigoing from 
Oldham (Joe Boyle, then Oldham 
mana ger, addressed Ferguson as 
“Robber” for months after) on a par 
with Eric Cantona and Peter Schme- 
ichel for value for money. Only the 
Dane, Brian McClaLr and Gary 
Pallister have played more games 
under Ferguson. 

This morning, at Stamford 
Bridge, he plays his 370th, with 
another, even bigger match a gains t 
Monaco in Monte Carlo on Wednes- 
day. 

After so many medals, and 
enough in the bank to secure his fam- 
ily’s future, bow does he maintain the 
hunger? As Brian Little discovered 
to his cost this season, not every 
player can. 

It is, be said as we sat in the spar- 
tan canteen, not so much the winning 
as the fear of losing that drives Unit- 
ed on. "The playetswill always have 
the desire here. If you don’t you’ll 
soon be on your way. We’ve had suc- 
cess but we’ve also had a lot of fail- 
ures: we've lost two League titles, two 
League Cups, an FA Cup. 

“The feeling you get after the 
game when you just miss out, like we 
had at West Ham (when a draw 
meant Blackburn pipped Manches- 
ter United to the 1994/95 title], is not 
something you want to go through 
again. As a successful team you are 
always going to have periods when 
you miss out. They are not nice but 
you need them. Last night was a dis- 
appointment. We'll miss that trip to 


Mr Dependable: ‘What helps us In the long run is that every game is fike a final no matter who yob are playing - even the pre-seawn friemflitt’ 


Wembley. It is the greatest cup 
competition in the world and it is still 
important to ns. 

“What helps us in the long run is 
that every game is like a final no mat- 
ter who you are playing - even the 
pre-season friendlies. Our club is 
under so much scrutiny we are alwsQ/s 
up for it It is unusual for us to slip 
up against lesser teams as we have 
recently. Liverpool seem to lose to 
smaller clubs and you wonder why 
because every game is a big game for 
them as well. 

“Some games,” he concedes, “are 
bigger than others. It's more of a six- 
pointer on Saturday. They've become 
a top team so there’ll be a bit of an 
edge. You just hope you don’t get a 
50-50 with Sparky [former team-mate, 
Mark Hughes]. It’s always banded 
around that we have a bad record 


against Chielseabut I don’t think we* 
have.” 

Indeed, Chelsea may be unbeat- 
en at Old Thdford in five seasons but 
United have won four of the the last 
five matches in the capital, includ- 
ing victories by 4-0, 4-1 and 5-3. 

Irwin missed the latter win with 
the knee injury caused by Paul 
Bosvelt’s now infamous “tackle”. 
Apart from his faxed commiseration 
there has been no further contact 
from the Dutchman but Irwin 
appears to regard it as part of die job. 

The injury meant Irwin missed the 
Turin defeat which enabled Juven- 
tus to qualify for the last eight and 
he admits that result may haunt Unit- 
ed. First, Monaco have to be dealt 
with. “It’s a tough game. A lot of peo- 
ple say it’s a good draw for us but 
they’re going well in quite a tough 


.league- They look a decent side with 
a lot of pace up front in (Thierry] 
Henry and [Victor] Dcpeba. Then 
there’s the big lad [David] Tkzeguet 
and John Collins, who can run and 
run and has a great left foot It helps 
being at home in the second leg.” 

England expects and Irwin says 
the same is tree within the chib. “\Vfc 
have a lot more confidence after 
qualifying so easily from a tough 
group and with the extra experience 
of theyoung lads. The home win over 
Juventus was a big game for us; they 
bad turned us over twice last year. 
Yet last year we had as good a chance 
of winning as any, we struggled 
through the League so expectation 
was low, but we hammered Porto and 
were very unfortunate to go out to 
Dortmund in the semi-final. We 
had a lot of chances in both games.” 


United approach - the tie out of . 
form and wiih injuties, the latest to 
succumb being Ryan Giggs. “We*ve 
had a dip but not like October last 
year. We’re still creating chances. 
Rotating the squad makes it more . 
difficult ‘but the manager likes to 
keep us fresh this time of year. The 
quality in the squad shows in the way 
we’ve coped without Eric [Can- 
tona], Roy [Keane], Mayae [David 
May], Jordi [Cruyff] and Karel 
[Poborsky]. But we have missed 
Roy this last month and Giggsy is a 
big loss. He gives us pace and-cre- 
ativity and he’s been playing; as well 
this year as any.” < 

Keane had been out training, hit- 
ting the ball well for an figured play- 
er. “He looks good,” said Irwin. " He's 
just started joining in little things.” 
hwin came over from Cork sever- 


al years before Keane, going to Leeds 
where, after 72 League games, he was 
surprisingly released by BOiy Bremn- 
erariheige of 20. A useful Gaelic foot- 
baller, he contemplated heading back 
to Irdapd but Royle and Oldham res- 
cued him. The memory remains, how- 
ever, and he makes the point that 
disappointment has been as much a 
part of his career as success. 

As well as United’s near-misses he 
has Only qualified for one of four ma- 
jor tournaments with the Republic of 
Ireland, the 1994 World Cup, having 
won the first of 47 caps following Italia 
V0. Now 3Z he said: “ Missing out on 
this year’s W?rid Cup was a big dis- 
appointment; I probably won’t get an- 
other chance. It’s amazing how age 
Creeps up on you. The years flyby and 
you get older without even thinking 
about it.” 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


One bonus is his low public pro- 
file. “Yon have a different way of life 
as you get older. The young lads take 
most of the spotlight, the older lads 
can just get on with life.” 

For Irwin this primarily means 
relaxing with his family. "The man- 
ager doesn't encourage you to play 
golf, he feels it can get to your legs. 

It is a kmg way around the golf course 
when you don't play very well, it is 
drilled into you to relax when you go 
home, especially at this stage of the % 
season. A lot of people get the idea 
it’s an easy life but there is a lot of 
mental preparation, especially for 
Europe.” 

Aye. that’s solid, dependable 
Denis talking. He may not shift 
many shirts in the superstore but the 
football men at Manchester United 
know his worth. 


Short-sighted clubs unfit to progress 


IT MUST have been galling 
for Joe Royle to bear the 
Manchester City fans deriding 
his players as not fit to wear 
the shirt at Elm Park on 
Wednesday night, particular- 
ly since “fit” could have been 
meant in more ways than one. 
One of Royle’s first observa- 
tions an filling the Maine 
Road hot seat was that the 
players were unfit, which 
makes you wonder about the 
remit of Frank Clark’s fitness 
coach. 

Mind you, “fitness coach” 
is something of an arbitrary 
term in English football, since 
it can refer to anyone from Ar- 
oaldo Longarctti, the Italian 
who Blackburn Rovers players 
claim has made all the differ- 
ence to their staying power, to 
the wOy ex-pros who make the 
lower league lads sweat a bit 
the morning after the heavy 
night before. 

If you think Tm being flip- 
pant, bear in mind roughly 12 
per cent of a rugby union 
club's annual playing budget 
is allocated to equipment, 
sports science and medical 
support, while the same figure 
at a typical Premiership club 
is often as low as 0.5 per cent 
- so just imagine what the 
clubs in Divisions Two and 
Three cough up. 

In mitigation they can ill af- 
ford it, which is not an argu- 


ment Premiership dubs can 
use. And that just makes re- 
search published as little as two 
years ago, which found no dis- 
cernible difference between 
the fitness levels of teams from 
the Premiership, the Third Di- 
vision and non- League, all the 
more surprising. 

Also, leading football fit- 
ness expert Professor Tom 
Reilly examined data obtained 
from footballers of the 1970s, 
1980s and 1990s and could 
hardly tell the difference. This 
despite the fact that the pace 
of the game has changed so 
radically over the last 25 years 
that “the playmaker who 
stands on the ball and sprays 
it everywhere after five pints 
and a cigar in the pub simply 
doesn’t exist anymore". Who 
says so? Joe Royle. 

It seems short-sighted of 
clubs that spend millions of 
pounds on players (who they 
pay almost as much in a week 
as the average fitness coach 
earns in a year) to invest so 
sparingly in facilities to ensure 
their prize assets remain in 
peak condition. Christian 
Gross is reputed to have 
laughed when he first clapped 
eyes on Spurs' gymnasium, 
while the gym facilities at an- 
other lop London dub are so 
poor its star players are forced 
to train at a municipal gym. 

But at least the Continent 



OLIVIA 

BLAIR 

ON THE 
FOOTBALLER'S 
CONDITION 


has caused a change in the last 
few years. Experts like Arse- 
nal’s fitness coach, Boro Pri- 
morac. who arrived via 
Grampus Eight and Cannes, 
have set about conditioning 
British players to European 
standards. And they should 
know. As Mike Walker once 
said: “You don’t see an unfit 
European side. They’re all 
gaunt and look like athletes.” 

Of course Walkers side, 
Norwich, have their very own 
nutritional expert, aka 
Britain’s favourite foodie 
Delia Smith, who has appar- 
ently convinced the likes of 
Darren Eadie that three bean 
and pasta medley is infinitely 


preferable to fish and chips if 
you are an athlete - which 
professional footballers are 
supposed to be. 

But then dieticians, and 
even masseurs and reflexolo- 
gists, are far more common- 
place at clubs than foil-time 
fitness experts. Ii would be 
wrong to suggest there ore no 
Brits around who could do the 
job. Chelsea still employ fanner 
Olympic sprinter Ade Mafc, 
brought in by Ruud Gullit to 
address the “cardiovascular 
element” of their game (which 
sounds like another Italian 
import), while Alan Sugar has 
allegedly been whispering 
sweet nothings in the ear af do- 
cathlete Daley Thompson, cur- 
rently training Ihc Wimbledon 
reserves, m the hope of per- 
. suading him to fiU Ihc uric orig- 
inally created for Swiss fitness 
expert Fritz Schmidt Obvi- 
ously what’s good enough for 
Wimbledon’s reserves is good 
enough for Spurs. 

Less well-known is George 
McNeill, a man who could 
have surpassed the combined 
achievements of Thompson 
and Mafc had he not been so 
fleet of foot in an ora when 
athletics was bound by the 
amateur code. McNeill won 
the New Year Sprint in 1970, 
then clocked a world record 
time of 11. Msec over 120 
yards. As a professional foot- 


baller, however he was boy- 
cotted by athletics, and now 
puls bis skills to good use as 
fitness coach to Scottish Sec- 
ond Division side Livingston. 

It would be unfair, too, to 
suggest players don't appre- 
ciate the importance o r fitness; 
in a survey published last year 
players agreed it was the key 
component of training. It’s just 
that old habits die hard; hence 
the reason why the notion of 
a faith healer, as vaunted by 
Glenn Hod die, has been so 
cautiously received. Hoddlc 
would no doubt claim physi- 
cal and menial fitness have a 
symbiotic relationship, which 
is true of players like Kenny 
Dalglish who, according to 
Bob Paisley, ran the first five 
yards in his head anyway. 

Of course, the team who 
have lasted the pace the best 
is Manchester United, whose 
assistant manager. Brian Kidd, 
is a fitness expert. Kidd has the 
best of both worlds. Respect- 
ed by the players for his- 
achievements in the game, he 
has meticulously studied train- 
ing methods at dubs like Ajax, 
Bayern Munich, Auxcrre , Mi- 
lan and Intern azionak and 
Panathioaikos, and built them 
into his teachings at The Cliff. 
It’s just one more example of 
how far ahead of the game 
Manchester United are, which 
must make Joe Royle green. 


More than a game, a religion 


OUR first chance of a league 
title in 98 years and 1 am 
working in England. Bloody 
typical As a supporter for 
over 30 years I have certain- 
ly seen a lot of changes in 
, Cliftonville. As the only team 
with a Catholic following in 
Northern Ireland sometimes 
it has been hard although, to 
be honest, some of it has been 
our own fault But still, a 
league title, lb understand the 
full significance of this a short 
history lesson is needed. 

Cliftonvflie FC is the old- 
est football dub in Ireland. It 
is based precariously in North 
Belfast in the infamous mur- 
der mile. Only last month two 
people were shot, one dead, in 

(he Clifton Tavern, directly op- 
posite our ground, called, 
would you believe. Solitude. 
One of life’s little ironies that, 
considering the crowds we 
used to get in the 1970s. 

Now, however, the good 
times are back. We average 
about 2,000 per home game 
and can take up to 1,000 
away. The Irish League is 
split up into a Premier and 
First Division. The Premier 
has 10 teams who play each 
other four times. Of these 10, 
no less than four, includ ing 
ourselves, are Belfast teams. 
So local derives are com- 
mon. What makes them dif- 
ferent than, say, Manchester 
United v Manchester City or 
even Bristol Rovers v Bristol 


Crfy is that it is not just local 
pride that is at siahj, 
Cliftonville arc supported bv 
mainly Nationalists; the oth- 
er three- Unfield, Glentoran 
and Crusaders - by Unionists. 
Indeed, Linfield, who own 
Windsor Park, the home of 
Northern Ireland, had until re- 
cently a clause in their con- 
stitution forbidding them to 
sign Catholics. Crusaders 
have had a policeman shot 
while on crowd duty and 
Glentoran are situated in the 
Protestant heartland of East 
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Gregory girded for Villa's baptism of ire 

JOHN GREGORY probably h 

mSTabk.- ifi The P ressure IS on the Premiership’s newest manager today, says Guy Hodgson, 


leg 

him up this week - “Of coure 
Td love to manage Aston Vif- 
la. Look, the joke’s over, who 
is this?" - and he could be for- 
given for feeling a little disori- 
entated again this afternoon. 

This time last week he ex- 
pected to be plotting Gilling- 
ham’s downfall in the Second 
Division. This afternoon, in- 
stead, he will be trying to ar- 
rest Villa’s fail against 
Liverpool and, with all due re- 
spect to the Gills’ Adeola Ak- 
inbiyi, he is no Michael Owen. 

If Gregory feels it is strange 
he has replaced Brian Little, he 
is not alone. The Villa fans are 
wondering, too. why a man who 
was sacked by Portsmouth and 


nty is qualified for one of the 
biggest managerial jobs in Eng- 
lish football, and Lhere will be 
pressure on the new man today 
Not just to slop the club being 
embroiled in the Premierehip's 
relegation battle but to justify 
his appointment. 

It could be a baptism of ire 
if Villa go down to their fifth 
defeat in six League matches 
but yesterday Gregoiy, a for- 
mer player and part of Utile’s 
management team until Octo- 


while Nick Harris (below) analyses the team news for this weekend's programme 


who know how lopass Lbe bolL 

“Apart from Stan Collymorc 
and Simon Grayson, it is vciy 
much the same set of players 
who were here before I left. 
They don’t have any less abili- 
ty than they did two season’s 
ago." 

Roy Evans might demur. 
TVvo seasons ago his Liverpool 
side appeared to be heading for 


. great things, disappointment 

oer iWb, was, naturally, up- being the only one that has lived 
beat, "1 will jo whatever it up to the bill. Lose again today 
takesto win a game and ensure and even qualification for the 
our Premiership survival," he Uefa Cup might look difficull 
said. “But I also like to be but at least the match will be 
entertaining and there arc played with knowledge of the 
enough people in the side result from Stamford Bridge. 


Chelsea meet Manchester 
United at 1 1.15 tins morning and 
the pack chasing the latter, of 
which Liverpool are a pan, will 
have tom emotions. If United 
are to be caught then their de- 
feat Kan imperative. On the oth- 
er hand, if they are going to run 
away with the title anyway then 
it would be preferable if Chelsea 
suffer a reverse. 

In contrast there will be un- 
equivocal emotions at the 
Bridge, where Chelsea will be 
desperate to avenge last 
month's 5-3 defeat there in the 
FA Cup. No lime would appear 
to better than the present be- 
cause United's squad has the 


appearance of being held to- 
gether with bits of string such 
arc their injury problems. At a 
pinch, Alex Ferguson mighl risk 
players like Paul Scboles, Nicky 
Butt and Ronny Johnsen but 
with a European Cup quarter- 
final in Monaco on Wednesday 
he will probably think the gam- 
ble is loo greaL 

Everton are another team 
hoping to avenge an FA Cup 
reverse, although the visit of 
Newcastle will bring diverse 
sub-plots with iL Gary Speed, 
the erstwhile captain at Good- 
son, is guaranteed a hostile re- 
ception while Alan Shearer 
would like nothing more than 


to score bis first League goal 
of the season at the ground 
where he suffered the ankle 
injury last July which cost him 
five months of opportunity. 

Blackburn, a club chasing 
Manchester United, entertain 
the Fagjns of the Leicester 
who have become experts at 
picking up a point or two in 
their travels, having lost away 
only four tiroes this season. The 
home side - no wins in five 
matches -must also overcome 
the absence of the suspended 
Kevin Gallacber. 

Leeds have absentee prob- 
lems for their home game 
against Southampton. David 


WetheralL Alf Inge Haland 
and Lee Bowyer are suspend- 
ed. i Radebe is away with 

South Africa and David Hop- 
Irin, Lee Sharpe and Derek Lfl- 
ley are injured- “We’ll have a 
head count and whoever is 
av aila ble will play," their man- 
ager. George Graham, said. 

The new £lJm signing. 
Martin Hkten, could be among 
them. 

Following Wednesdays win 
over Manchester United in the 
FA Cup, Barnsley come dawn 
to earth against Wimbledon. 
They are unbeaten at home 
since November but are five 
points adrift of safely at the bot- 
tom of the table and manager 
Danny Wilson, once the mid- 
week euphoria bad dissipated, 
commented: “If I said I would 


swap everything in the Cup for 

the points, people would say Tm 

a miserable bugger. Well chat’s 
the way I am because we earn 
our living in the League." 

Coventry travel to Crystal 
Palace hoping to extend their 
club record six successive vic- 
tories while Derby, another 
team with Europe unexpect- 
edly coming into focus, enter- 
tain Sheffield Wednesday. 

Tottenham and Bolton are 
unlikely to require much 
motivation tomorrow at White 
Hart Lane. Defeat for Spurs 
would drop them into the 
bottom three while the visitors 
cannot allow a gap to appear 
between themselves and the 
fourth- bottom team. And John 
Gregory thought he was under 
pressure. 


forte 9 


Aston Villa v Liverpool 


Leading stortr 
Last season: 14 


Owen 17 


New Aston Villa manager John Gregory will be without striker Savo 
Milosevic as he takes charge for his first game today. The Yugosla- 
vian international is out of contention with medial knee ligament 
damage suffered dunng Villa's 2-1 defeat at Wimbledon last week. 
Gregpry also has worries over the fitness of three more key first- 
team players - striker Dwight 'icrke (calf), midfielder Mark Drap- 
er (ankle) and utility player Steve Staunton (hamstring) are aK struggjirw 
to recover and rated as doubtful. * J " 

Liverpool are hoping that karihein; R/edle will have shaken off a foot 
injury in time to replace Robbie Fowler, who will be out for six months 
with cruciate ligament damage sustained in the Merseyside derby 
The German striker has been a frustrated substitute for long peri- 
ods this season because Roy Evans has persisted with the Fowler- 
Michael Owen partnership, arid Rtedle fas started only once in 
Liverpool s last 16 matches. Stig-lnge Bjomebye returns after in- 
ternational duty. Jason McAteer. Phil Babb and Dominic Matteo are 
definitely out Paul Ince and Steve McManaman are slight doubts. 


Barnsley v Wimbledon 



Refeam K) 


Leading scorer 
Last season: No fixnins 


Euefl 7 



Barnsley striker John Hendrie (ankle) and defender Nicky Eaden (chest 
infection) will both undergo late fitness tests before today's game. 
Hendrie has “improved greatly’' after limping out of Wednesdays 
FA Cup fifth-round win over Manchester United but is unlikely to 
play to make sure he is fit for ihe sixth-round tie at Newcastle next 
wed-end. Jan-Age Fjortoft should return in his place. Arjan de Zeeuw 
is also unlikely to figure despite being dose to full fitness following 
a groin problem, while fellow centre-back Chris Morgan is available 
again after completing a two-game ban. 

Defender Duncan jupp injured himself during Wimbledon's midweek. 
FA Cup fifth-round replay defeat against Wolves and may miss the 
trip to OakwelL His place may be taken by Kenny Cunningham who 
could return to the starting line-up following a recent ankle injury. . 
Jamaican international midfielder Robbie Earle is struggling for fit- 
ness and is thought unlikely that the Wimbledon vice captain will 
play. The Dons are looking to complete a hat-trick of Premiership 
wins, white Barnsley are looking to move off the bottom of the table. 


Blackburn v Leicester 



Galtacher 17 


Leading scorer 
Last season; 2-4 


Marshall 8 



Bladhum will be without striker Kevin Gallacher, who starts a three- 
match ban. Goalkeeper Tim Flowers is also out with a shoulder in- 
jury and Anthony Williams has been recalled from a month's loan 
at QPRto act as cover for Alan Fettis. Billy McKinlay is a major doubt 
with the calf injury which forced him to be substituted after just 20 
minutes of Wednesday's FA Cup replay against Wfest Ham. He will 
have a late fitness test before todays match. Stuart Ripley and Gary 
Croft are both suffering from fatigue but are expected to play. Lars 
Boh men returns from international duty 

Leicester Gty manager Martin O'Neill will wait for fitness reports 
on three key defenders. Swedish international Rarrtus Kamark feces 
a late test on an Achilles injury while Matt Elliott and Spencer Pri- 
or have had a virus. Tony Cottee is doubtful with a hamstring strain 
but goalkeeper Kasey Keller returns after missing the last two match- 
es on international duty with the United States. Leicester would move 
to within two points of their hosts with a win. Blackburn have won 
once in the last five Premiership games. 



Chelsea v >-an Utd 

Leading scorer Cole 22 


iu 1-1 



VhU 15 


Ed De Goey returns for Chelsea after international duty DeGoey, 
a Premiership ever-present before missing last week's ^"Oderfeat A 
Leicester, will replace Dmitri Kharin. GanlucaVaUiB likely to per- 
severe with the policy of playing himself, Marie Hughes and Gian- 
franco Zob together. even thou^ the t&rirutive ttalan has not scored 
for three months. A win for Chelsea could ^nj second m 

the Premiership tonight, and eight points behind United Defeat would 
leave them 14 points adrift with II games remaining. 

Norwegian duo Henning Berg and Ole Gunnar Soklqaer return for 
Manchester United but the champions are still 
ness of England midfielder Nicky Butt Be*g trussed 
1-0 FA Cup defeat at Barnsley because he was a«ay °" ^emo- 
tional duty and Solslqaer has recovered 
him out of the last three games. However -Butt is 
a calf injury while Pam Scholes and Ryan 
May is unlikely to be risted Michael Clegg, Michael 
teyand JohrvGjrtis shook! be in the squad but are unlikely to start 

c Palace v Coventry 

DwS lading scor«r DuWn 17 

Lost season: No fixture 

today following his £1 m move from Carkste. defesS. afflinst 

able after being cu^tiedforthe 2-1 

ArSer t. AttiRo LDm ~ 

was also cup-tied, but is and Paul WtirhursL Jamie 

bardo, Michele Ftidovana Neil Sh^periey exoected to 

Smith suffered an ankle injury ” 

be fit Palace have yet to win at home i in League 

while Coventry are tookfog late fitness teste to 

country injuries, be- 

Davrd Burrows and ^^ shawhasmiss edthe last three games, 

fore naming his sde for today i-Owinassinst 

Barnsley, 

have an otherwise unchanged squad. 


And statistics 


How Dalglish has slipped behind Keegan 


Their dubs are at opposite ends of the 
Premiership spectrum, but Alex Ferguson 
and Joe Kinnear have at least one factor in 
common; the men at the helm of Manchester 
United and Wimbledon respectively are the 
only two managers who have been In charge 
of learns ever since the Premiership started. 

Ferguson, not surprisingly, Is the most 
successful manager in terms of Premiership 
points won. Indeed, he is the only manager 
to have averaged more than two points per 
game. Kinnear is a highly respectable eighth 
in the list 

While Kenny Dalglish is the second 
most successful of the current crop of 
managers, his predecessor at Newcastle, 


Kevin Keegan, had a margkiafiy more 
successful record. 

Dalglish’s figures are spoilt by his 
comparatively poor performance during the 
current campaign; he is averaging only 1 .27 
points per game compared with 1.87 points 
last season and his own overall average of 
1.83. 

Brian Little, who left Aston Vila earlier 
this week, had also shown a substantial drop 
on his figures from a year ago: under his 
charge this season Villa had averaged only 
1.11 points per game compared with 1.61 
last season and Little’s own overall average 
of 1.38. 

Ron Atkinson - who apart from 


Ferguson and Kinnear is the only man to 
have managed a Premiership club for at 
least part of an six Premiership seasons - 
shows the best improvement on a year ago. 
At Coventry last season Big Ron averaged 
only 0.70 points per game; at Sheffield 
Wednesday he is now averaging 1 .69 points. 

The other managers showing significant 
improvements on the* average points yield 
of last season are West Ham’s Hany 
Redknapp (up from 1.11 to 1.50), Derby's 
Jim Smith (up from 1.21 to 1.56), Leeds' 
George Graham (up from 1.18 to 1.50), 
Leicester’s Martin O’Neill (up from 1.24 to 
1.48) and Arsenal's Arsene Wenger (up from 
1.70 fa 1.88). 


How the managers compare 

Overall Premiership records of the men in charge 

■ Games Points Points 


Alex Ferguson (Manchester. United) . _• 229 
Kenny£aigpsh (BlacktwrrMew^ 
Arsprie.Wnger (Areenpjf 55 

RwHodgson (Blackburn)' " ' " • ' - ' ' 26 

R^Evans^Liverpwi) _ ,161 

George GrahagytArsenai/teeds)-. . : - r -17V: 
Jim^mit^^Erby) 65 

Joa'K&iheac (Wimbledon) ■ > £27 : 

Ufartin O’Neil (Leicester) ‘ - 65 

Run Atkinsor/ (VRIa/Coventry/Sheff W) . 173 
Copton Strachan (Coventry) ■ 55 

Harry^ficnapp k (West Ham) -. 144 

David Jones (SoOftampton) 27 

Howar^KendaB (Evfeffan) 87 

Christian <£ross (Tottenram)^ 12 

Steve CopM(Ciysta! 

Cofin Todd (Bdttbq) 

Danny Wilson (B: 

Gianluca Vtaffi (Chelsea) 

John Gregoiy (Aston Villa) 


4/7, 

307' \ 0-1.83 
96 VM*T8 

Vva 

2& - 

88 X, V35 
304 / 

87 / ' 1.& 

227\ -1.37 

182^'5l-26 

: ?i.26 

106 /1 22 

/ 1.17 


per game 
2.08 






...and some of j|heir predecessors 


Games 



Kevin Keegan (Newcastle) 

Bruce Rioch (An 

Ruud Gullit (O^seaTX jj jTi 
Frank Clark (NM^flFFbrestW^ ^- 
Howard 

Gerry Franck (QR$Tc 
Mike Waiter 


119 


Statistics: Brian Sears 



Of the present crop of 
Premiership managers, 
Kenny Dalglish’s record 
is second only to Alex 
Ferguson's 


FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP: HOW THEY STAND 





PI 

Pts 

GD 

W 

Home 

D - L F 

A 

W_ 

D i 

Away 

L F 

A 

Form 

(tBaanEOtaasgm 

Upcoming matches 

I 

HahUtif.; 

2 7 

56 

,+37 ; 

II 

:2 . ;;35- 


6-: 

3 

••4.-- 2L; 

■ v b“ 

UDWW. 

7KttShrfWfed(Afrfl Mar VUqt Hm(ft ‘ 

M Mar -Egat (Hi a Mar MnfeUm Ml 

2 

Arsenal 

25 

47 

+19 

10 

2 2 29 

9 

3 

6 

2 16 

17 

WDWWW 

Monday WmHarUAi 7MarDerty(H): 

II mr WmbtgJm (A> M Mar Man Uld fAl 

■i 

liveped- . .. 

l 3J- 

47 

+19 

9; 

f4t:-29' 

■ft: 


6 

■2 v 

2 

WDLDO 

IS 

4 

Chelsea 

% 

45 

+23 

8 

2 1 22 

6 

6 

1 

8 30 

21 

WLWLL 

■ MarAstcnVfeiHk 11 Mu- C Rabce (Ht 

M Mar rtnri (A). S Aor Dcrtx IAj. 


Bbdtburo. 

,2& 

4$ 


. : 8 \ 

.3: ' 2^30' 

?:e; 

■’+■ . 

-6- 

■■ 3: 

v.6 

LWDLL ; j 


6 

Derby 

27 

42 

+7 

9 

3 1 25 

8 

3 

3 

8 16 

26 

DWLWL 

7 Mar Antral lAJ: BMwLeeAfHJ: 

2B Mar Gsuworv fAl S Apr Qcfcea fHl 

7 

Leicester • . 

V 

"40 ^ 

y+r 

-sy 

- ! 7y. : ^:-i6 


y-5. 

•3’ 


.-.'42; 

DWWDW 


8 

Leeds 

% 

39 

+6 

5 

3 4 17 

14 

6 _ 

3 

5 18 

6 

LLWLD 

4 Mar Ttnwfiham (H); II Maritadiam (HI 

B Mar Dsty (At 30 Mar ‘Afest H»n (A) 

* 

Wtet lfem / 

% 

39 




;_;8 




\7&. 

iWwp: 


10 

Coventry 

V 

36 

-3 

6 

7 i 21 

ft 

_3_ 

2 

8 H 

21 

DWWWW 

M Mar Newosle (A). 26 Mv Doty (Hfc 

4 Apr l&( tster (Al 80 Apr Aston VSs fH) 

lL 

Sotrdampcoe 

s 

itt 


■: ; 8':1 


-'J6 4 ; 


-3\ 

■•ft#; 

•;2l; 

WLWLW 

: 7I^Eyarfpn<M MN*-B«ndn<Al; - 

MM*» (Hi 4 Apr VWid Ml 

12 

Sheff Wed 

V 

34 

-K) 

7 

4 4 25 

22 

2 

3 

7 16 

29 

WDLDW 

7MarMmtAHH>: M Mar Barreley 

2* Mar (Afc4 Apr Souttumpton (HI 

« 

Ncyeborfle - 

26^ 

u 


'6v 


rli:- 

■■■-3/ 

'■ 2- 



WLWL&' 

M 26 Mar joutweptBR ost: 
^AprCMhteW: OAprA«i»lTy^ - - 

14 

Wimbledon 

25 

32 

-1 

4 

3 6 W 

!6_ 

4 

5 

3 Q 

11 

LDDWW 

II MvAnmal (H>: M Mar Lacraer (H): 

26. Mar Man Utd (A^ 4 Apr Bc*um (H) 

15 

Aston Y&hk " 

■V 

30. 

-IQ: 




.:3? 

•3. 



: UJWLL . ; 

2k LawtmJ (^' ffiarOieiwMit : '■ 

: M •WCPifeftficaa.yterEwrtB, 

16 

Everton 

V 

29 

-8 

S 

2 5 18 

!8_ 

2 

6 

7 14 

22 

WDDLD 

7 Mar SouJnmpion (A). M Mar Badfeim fH); 

2B Har Aston V»i (HI. 4 Apr Tonenhari (AX 


TqttMdnun- V 

.27 

27:' 


05;; 

•4h ; "4; . H 

•16; 

-2 • 

.2-, 


3J 

WLVWDL 

ltoBBtraar Bcitsn (Hi A ^ Uedt LA^- 
:tt Mto.UwrffeQl WW MarOysW 

18 

Bolton 

26 

24 

-19 

3 

8 2 II 

G 

1 

4 

8 12 

29 

DDLDO 

Tomorrow Jonathan (A* 7 Mar UvcrpooJ (At 

M Mar Sheff Wfcd (MX » Mar Uk«l« (HX 

19- 


.%■ 

23‘ 




_23 

. r 

5!v 

4-:-:# 

:- B • 

fiixity 

. r»»-w»tHKUHi a Mar Cuba M < 

• M Mar Aston WhfAkB Mur Tattortra _-'V 

20 

Barnsley 

26 

22 

-40 

4 

3 5 14 

22 

1 

1 

» 8 

40 

LWLDL 

7 Mar Btaitxm LA); W Mar Swshampttin (Hi; 

26 Mar UiiHTOtf (HX 4 Apr teeds f Al 


Derby v Sheff Wed 

Wfandwpe 0 Leading scorer Di Canto Q 
Last season: 2-2 

Danish defender Jacob Laursen could make a surprise return for 
Derby. Lauren had an exploratory knee operation II days ago 
but has been named in trie squad. Striker Deon Burton is 
available again after returning from international duty with Jamaica 
and midfielder Jonathan Hunt is back from suspension, but 
goalkeeper Russell Hoult is out Houtt is banned following his 
dismissal in a reserves match, so England Under- IB goalkeeper 
Richard Knight will be on the bench 

Defender Eari Barrett will make his Sheffield Wednesday debut 
as the replacement for Ian Nolan, who broke a teg in trie 1-0 
home win over Tottenham last week. Manager Ron Atkinson 
could be without Norwegian international midfielder Better Rudi. 
who sustained a hamstring strain in a friendly with France on 
Wednesday. Defender Dejan Stefenovic is also doubtful after he 
picked up a bade strain, also on international duty in Yugoslavia’s 
game with Argentina. Striker Andy Booth, meanwhile, is fully 
recovered from a groin injury and could play in his first game for 
four weeks. 

Everton v Newcastle 



Fw^uson 9 


Barnes 7 



Loading scorer 
Last season: 2-0 

Don Hutchison will make his Everton debut after completing his 
£lm move from Sheffield United Howard KendalFs team will be 
without captain Duncan Ferguson, who starts a three-match ban, 
while Nick Barmby is still suffering from a groin strain. Frenchman 
Mickael Madar arid youngster Danny Cadamarteri will lead the at- 
tack. in place of them. Terry Phelan attempted a comeback in a mid- 
week reserve match, but suffered a reaction and will now have an 
exploratory operation on his calf problem. Everton have drawn three 
and lost one of their last four Premiership games. 

Newcastle will be without Alessandro Pfatone (suspended) and Steve 
Wtitson (ankle). Otherwise the Magpies are at full strength. Gary 
Speed returns to his former dub three weeks after completing a 
£55m move to Tyneside as Newcastle seek their third l -0 victory 
over the Toffees this season. Alan Shearer has scored four goals since 
returning from injury although all have been in the FA Cup. “If I can 
help towards three points by scoring a goal or two at Good son ) 
will be extra happy" he said yesterday 


Leeds v Southampton 



Hassetoaink 14 


Leading scorer 
Last season: (Ml 


Davies Q 



Austrian defender Martin Hiden will make his debut for Leeds, wh< 
have defensive worries. Lucas Radebe plays in today's African Na 
tions Cup final for South Africa against Congo, David Robertsoi 
remains out after his recent cartilage operation, white David Wtether 
all starts a two-match baa Alfie Haland and Lee Bowyer are als< 
suspended while Derek UHey is still on the injured list Captain Davii 
Hopkin will play after recovering from a calf strain. Leeds have woi 
once in their last five Premiership games. 

Kevin Davies (anlde) is a major doubt for Southampton. Egil Os 
tenstad is likely to continue in attack alongside David Hirst if Davie 
fails to recover Carlton Palmer has been cleared to play against hi: 
old dub after the J\A delayed a disciplinary hearing until next month 
John Beresfbnd is available after suspension but Ken Monkou is stil 
banned. Ffaul Jones, ever-present this season, is confident of recov 
ering from a back problem and Francis BenaJi is hopeful he will shmj 
off a hamstring injury El land Road is the only Premiership groyne 
that Matt Le Tester, recovering his form recently, has not scored at 

TOMORROW 

Tottenham v Bolton 

Qnob 8 Leading scorer Bbke II 

Last season: No fixture 

JGrgen Klinsmann will return for Tottenham tomorrow, four wed 
after fracturing his jaw. “If anything the injury has allowed me to gi 
even fitter all round." he said yesterday, adding that he had bee 
able to do a lot more pace training to increase his speed Klinsmar 
will return to fill the gap left by L*s Ferdinand, whose knee injur 
is likely to keep him out for another couple of weeks. Swiss defend* 
Ramon Vfega is still out through suspension and midfielder Step he 
Oemence is unavailable with an ankle injury. 

Bolton will be without Mark Fish, who is on African Nations Cu 
duty with South Africa, and midfielder Scott Sellars, who complete 
a two-match suspension. John Sheridan or Dane Michael Johanse 
will deputise. "Our season could revolve around this one result 
said Colin Todd, the Bolton manager, yesterday. "I wouldn't go s 
far as to say it’s the be all and end alL but a win will have a big sk 
ntficance on this dub." he added If Bolton win, they will move oi 
of the relegation zone and send Spurs into it in their place. Botto 
also have a game in hand on tomorrow's opponents. 
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1 Loads 26 3 

2 Connry 27 5 

8 Everton .27 4 

4 ernuaa 26 3 

6 Baton __ze 4 

6 Annul 26 2 

7 CPrtaca 27 2 

6 SheffWM __27 3 

0 Darby SB 1 

VBackbum __2e 3 

11 Wfest Ham _,Z7 3 

12 Nawwtla „»26 2 

13 Satan 27 

14 Man Utd J27 

B Barnsley -.,26 
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17 Liverpool ..._Z7 
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Fourth Test: Third-wicket pair repair early damage inflicted by Headley and Fraser to give home side the advantage 

Lara fires West Indies fightback 


Derek Pringle 

reports from Georgetown 

West Indies 129-2 
v England 

THREATENED by a bomb 
scare, and with one of his pace 

bowlers receiving two official 
warnings for running on the 
pitch inside the first hour, 
Michael Atherton's 50th lest as 
England captain was threaten- 
ing yesterday to become mem- 
orable for all the wrong reasons. 
But if England bad he better of 
the early exchanges, the after- 
noon brought the first real ex- 
plosions, this time from the 
middle of Brian Lara's bat as the 
West Indies captain reached his 
second half-century of the series. 

Eleven innings is a long time 
for someone of Lara's calibre to 
go without a big score and 
judging by the care he took over 
his fifty, he dearly feels be is 
long overdue. Starting slowly, as 
an archeologist might on a pre- 
historic dig, he grew bolder by 
the minute, eventually treating 
the England bowlers not as 
predous relics, but as a child 
might a favourite plaything. 

Dancing down the pitch in 
Robert Croft's 10th over, Lara 
launched him high over the San- 
dals pool at wide mid-on. Two 
overs later, the power was re- 
placed by precision as he picked 
Croft off for two more bound- 
aries, as the advertising hoard- 
ings were disturbed at fine leg 
and extra cover. Later, be 
pulled Dean Headley for six 
high over midwicket, his confi- 
dence finally reunited with his 
aggressive instincts. 

The bomb scare, which came 


BOURDA 

SCOREBOARD 


First day, West Indies tvort toss 
WEST INDIES - FM Imfaigs 
S L Canpbel c RussaJ 

b Hearsay 10 

S C WBams c Thorpe b Fraser ..13 

•B C Lara not out — 57 

S ChandannU not out -3S 

Extras (b5 nb5) _.*) 

Total (for 2. 48.1 oven) 129 

Fall: 1-16 Z-38 

To bat C L Hooper, J C Adams, fD 
WSams, CEL Ambrose, I R Sshop, 
D Ramrarina, C A Mtafeh. 

Bowling (kmc*): Headey 9-3-20-1 ; 
Fraser 10-4-14-1; Bother 3-0- t-O; 
Croft 5-1-7-a 

ENGLAND: *M A Atherton, A JStew- 
wi, M A ButoheqN Hussar, GP Thor- 
pe, M R Ramprakash, C Fk jssafl, 
R D B Craft. D W Healey; A R C Ris- 
er. P C R Tutnet 

Umpires: S A Bucknor (Wt) and D 
B Har (AueJ. 

FIRST TEST (Kingston, Jam): 
Abandoned as cfcaw (dani 
pitch). Second 7tat (Port of ! 

TWn): West Mas won by 

wtokata. TMnd That (Port of Spain): 
England wren by itwee wickets. 
REMAINING TESTS: FWi (Brl 

towv Barbados): 12-18 March; ! 

(9t John’s, Antigua): 20-34 March 


via an anonymous phone caB 
not long after play started, 
turned out to be a hoax, which 
was more than could be said for 

the warnings of the umpire 
Steve Bucknor against Headley. 

The law, designed to prevent 
bowlers following through and 
scuffing up the pitch, relies on 
two parameters, and any bowler 
who infringes within 12 inches 
of middle stump and more than 
five feet in front of the batting 
crease is liable to receive a warn- 
ing. If the bowler does it a g^in 
he gets another warning, while 
a third results in an immediate 
ban for the rest of the innings 

As with most laws in crick- 
et, its interpretation fluctuates 
with the umpire concerned. In 
Trinidad, for instance, there 
was evidence of persistent in- 
fnngpment by both sides, but no 
warnings. Here, Headley had 
barely put a spike wrong before 
Bucknor, no doubt conscious of 
the friable nature of the pilch, 
issued him with his first warn- 
ing in the third over of the day. 

It was not the start Atherton, 
having lost his first toss of the 
series, would have wanted with 
just two front-line seam bowiecs 
in his side. But if his brow was 
creased with concern, espe- 
cially after Headley received a 
second warning eight overs lat- 
er. it was tempered by his 
bowlers' success in the morning 
session. 

The first batsmen to go was 
Stuart Williams, who begin- 
ning with a crisp cover driven 
boundary off Angus Fraser and 
a top-edge six off Headley, was 
looking his pugnacious self be- 
fore Fraser struck. 

Persevering with that clini- 
cal off-stump line of his, the 
Middlesex seamer squared the 
opener up, the edge neatly tak- 
en by Graham Thorpe, who 
wisely kept his beady eyes on the 
ball instead of Alec Stewart’s 
hands, which had encroached 
from second slip. 

Strangely, for a man who 
fielded superbly in Trinidad, 
Stewart misjudged another 
catch an hour later, when he 
dropped Shivnarine Chander- 
paui off Fraser. It proved to be 
a costly miss, the local hero lat- 
er passing fifty. 

Aside from the bomb scare, 
which saw England decamp to 
an area fcy the sigh {screen while 
Special Branch police combed 
their dressing-room with elec- 
tronic devices, it was a morning 
of caution, with both rides feel- 
ing their way on this dry pitch. 

For all the potential disrup- 
tion the warnings might have 
brought to other bowlers. 
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England players appeal in vain for a catch to dornis Brian Lara, the West Indies captain, off Robert Craft yesterday Photograph: Rebecca Naden/PA 


Chanderpaul began in circum- 
spect fashion, the increasingly 
tell-tale puffs of balls from 
Headley and Fraser breaking 
the pitch's surface saw an 
acceleration after lunch. With 
conditions unlikely to improve, 
England will not relish batting 
last on it. 


Headleywas the pick of the crop 
and he consistently beat both 
openers with a combination of 
pace, bounce and movement on 
a surface that looked as dead as 
the Moon’s. 

Surviving an early run-out 
chance when Robert Croft, se- 
lected in place of Andy Chddick, 


fumbled at mid-on* Sherwin 
Campbell never looked settled. 
However, having conceded sev- 
eral moral victories to the Kent 
paceman, the Barbadian finally 
succumbed to one that bounced 
steeply, the edge carrying chest 
high to Jack Russell as the 
batsman tried to check bis shot 


With Lara already at the 
crease, there was a murmur of 
surprise when he was joined by 
the left-handed Chanderpaul 
and not Carl Hooper. Unless 
this was penitence for Hooper’s 
unexplained absence from 
Guyana's recent game against 
England, it probably had more 


to do with the home side try- 
ing to get their left-handers to 
the crease before England’s 
spinners had enough rough to 
exploit outride their off-stumps. 

The gambit appeared to 
work, at least it did against 
Croft, the lone spinner until the 
100 was posted. But if Lara and 


land would be reccning 
tickets for their three group 

don has resolved to figbt for 
but Fife is refusing to shift 
^doadaimingthat^t an- 
nounced two yean, ago ben. it 
wtnild distribute the tickets and 
that the system is the same used 
for Italia Wand USA W. 

“It is highly unlikely that the 

English FA, or any other national 
associations, wifl get a dramatic 
increase in tbeir allocation. 3 
Fifa spokesman said. “The tick- 
eting system was set up two 
years ago and everyone knew 
about it and what the distribu- 
tions would be then. This ticket 
policy is not really different from 
the policy at past World Cups. 
The differences are that the sta- 
diums were larger in the United 

States, while America was also 
further away than France." 

The spokesman said that the 
French public were sold the ma- 
jority of tickets in advance to en- 
sure the financial viability of the 
tournament. “You can't sell tick- 
ets in advance to other countries 
if they don’t know whether they 
will qualify," he said. “The 
French public have as much 
right to attend games as the Eng- 
lish public did in Euro 96." 

The European Commission 
has threatened to take action 
against the World Cup organis- 
es for retaining such a large por- 
tion of tickets for the French 
public on the basis that they have 
broken European law on free 
trade. A large fine is the most 
likely outcome, although the 
ticketing system could be 
scrapped. 

However, the Fife spokes- 
man said: “You can't *xap an en- 
tire ticketing system tour months 
before a World Cup. We under- 
stand that the French organising 
committee were in contact with 
the European Union two years 
ago when the ticketing system 
was set up and that this was ap- 
proved by the EU." 

England fens are set to re- 
ceive more tickets from a reserve 
batch, but Fife admits the total 
will be in the hundreds rather 
than the thousands. 

Security conference, 
page 6. main section 
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ACROSS 

1 Something in vitamin B 
complex none caught a 
cold, maybe? (5, 4) 

6 When nady constitutes a 
thing worth having (5) 

9 Theatre sponsor providing 
a new set (5) 

10 Where you’d find kiln fed 


DOWN 


11 Description of route taken 

12 Record of heroic i 


Friday’s solution 


a in b u □ u a 
a 


□ 

B 1 

ltd 

UUUL 

□ l 

\U 

□□UL 


HGUDUBIdHHQOQ 
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Last Saturday’s solution 
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BwanmBHnn 
H 0 □ 0 H S 
□□□□BBBC1B B 
0 □ E □ □ □ 
smnBB BnnHHEDdE 
an □ ci u 
EJ0K1Q0OB E0EEQDB 

a 0 b □ 

□□□□DBS □□□ 

0 B D H 

□ns a Dan ee s 
u □ q □ □ o 

□0DSH □□□□□ 

0 E B E S O 
0B00HHSBB 


14 Thke article -to delinea te 
modern life? (3-4) 

15 Transport that's very cold 
in British Cohnhbia, sled 
with no sides (7) 

17 Huge insect bites Ameri- 
can attending mass f7) 

19 bEngBsh company's 
record, a study of environ- 
mental effects (7) 

20 Face turned to side ulti- 
mately reveals baric of 
neck(4) 

22 Winding up of mine in 
Mull signals end of an era 

25 iesd with steps inside 
one’s meant to ad up (9) 

26 Trick requires deceptive 
action, nothing less (5) 

27 Return of Church Latin 
haring universal approval 

28 PiLfinglapte involves 
husband in public quarrel 

(9) 
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One among many Wrrid 
Cup spectators will be 
charged (5) 

Device for multiplication giw 
ing almnst right result? No 

Sc h e mi ng person often 
called on to help with func- 
tions? (10) 

Time student invested m irk- 
some task? That’s a laugh (7) 
Inconvenience as plain- 
clothes officer’s upset cham- 
pagne? CO „ 

one gets around heart, 
4) 

suggestion of 
reservoir (5) 

Lese-majesty attempt every 
monarcus prey to (9) 

13 Agent used to guard against 
undue shrinkage of dough 
(10) 

14 Bring back souvenirs when in 

France? (9) 

16 A treble at Worcester, 
maybe? (9) 

18 Bored expression initially ev- 
ident m Oxford Street house 

[jtarare bits from films in- 
cluded m middle of speech 

jewel, mby originally set in 

ring (5) . 

23 Parrot flying over Western 
Australian nver (5) 

24 Season when some get re- 
dneed fare (4) 


19 


21 


The Qrst Ore conred solutions to dds week's ramie opeaed wrl Thurs- 
day receive hanOndccd copies of the Oxford Dictionary of Quotations . 
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Mika Hakkinen 
tells 

Derick Allsop 
how he is 
gearing up for 
the new 
Formula One 
season 


Union looks to commandei 
Connolly for World Cup 


Rugby 
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GARY CONNOLLY, the 
Wigan rugby league centre 
widely regarded as the out- 
standing British midfield talent 
of bis generation, is in demand 
from both codes of the game. 
The Rugby Football Union is in- 
vestigating the possibility of 
striking a unique joint deal 
with the Lancashire club that 
would enable Connolly to play 
for England in the 1999 World 
Cup. 

Connolly is due to join an 
Australian league dub in June 
next year, but a successful RFU- 
Wigan venture could keep him 
in Britain. The scheme under 
discussion would see the RFU 
buy out the player's Australian 
Rugby League contract, install 
him in the England squad un- 
til the end of the World Cup and 
then release him back to Wigan, 
who would thus retain the ser- 
vices of their top-of-the-bill at- 
traction without having to 
compensate the ARL. 

The England coach, Clive 
Woodward, is an admirer of 
Connolly's; indeed, he consid- 
ered him a world-class talent 
during his brief spell with Har- 
lequins last season. Intriguing- 


€» 


ly, Connolly has worked close- 
ly with another member of 
England's back-room panel, 
the former Great Britain rug- 
by league coach. Phil Larder. 

However, any attempt to 
sign Connolly on an RFU con- 
tract would automatically infij- 
riate England’s leading 
professional clubs, to whom all 
players in Woodward's current 
national squad are contracted 
The clubs suspect the govern- 
ing body of plotting to lure those 
players away from their club 
deals and have already fired 
warning shots across the bows 
of the RFU hierarchy. 

W oodward detanced hinseif 
from any move to lure Connolly 

insisting yesterday that no ap- 
proach had been made. “I get 
letters from rugby league agents 

P l ? me if any of the top 

English-qualified players de- 
cided to join union clubs and 
make themselves available for 
I’d be de- 

frghfed, he said. “There is not, 

though, any plan to sign anyone 
on an RFU contract. We’re 
working with the clubs, 
against them.” 1 

But David McKnight, Con- 

□oUy s agent, said; “There i$ a 
wide range of options and we 
have to explore them all Gary 

jsm a umque position be«S 

he is the only league player who 


would be in 
of playing 
World Cup 
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< New knight 
to save us 
I from chaos 

. The Government is to appoint a ‘super 1 

ombudsman to be the champion of consumers 
"•.? ^ distress. Darren Behar reports. 
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A brave knight in shining armour - 
11 or. more boringly, a Financial Services 
Ombudsman - is about to ride to the 
rescue of consumers who suffer 
abuse from financial services firms. 

The ombudsman's appearance, 
forged out of a confusing array of 
lesser ombudsmen, aims to provide 
mere vassals like ourselves, unversed 
in the minutiae of financial services 
regulation, with a single source of re- 
dress for our complaints. 

Tn his new role as champion of the 
people, the knight (sorry, ombuds- 
man) will act as an Arthurian hero, 
chairing a semi-Camelol consisting 
of all the old ombudsmen, for whose 
activities he will now be responsible. 

The creation of a supreme om- 
budsman. set to happen by the end 
of the year, marks the culmination of 
a months-Jong consultation process 
by the new Labour Government. In 
his new role, the ombudsman will 
merge eight separate redress systems 
’ presently operated by banks, build- 
ing societies, insurance firms, finan- 
cial advisers and investment firms. 

In so doing, he will end the con- 
fusion at the heart of the existing sys- 
tem. whereby even key questions, 
such as consumer eligibility to com- 
plain, limits on awards made, time 
limits and procedures to be fol- 
lowed, vary wildly between ombuds- 
man schemes. 

The Financial Services Authority 
(FSA), the new, all-encompassing Gty 
watchdog, will regulate the scheme, 
with all firms regulated by the FSA 
also being covered by the new om- 
budsman. 

The change follows long-voiced 
criticisms by consumers about the cur- 
|k rent system. Up to now, complaints 
p about the treatment dished out by a 
financial company oould be dealt with 
by a variety of ombudsmen, de- 
pending on their nature. 

For example, if at present an in- 
surance company refuses to pay 
compensation on a matter concern- 
ing a household policy, the matter is 
considered by the Insurance Om- 
budsman. If it were life insurance or 
a pensions issue, this would be the 
fiefdom of the PIA Ombudsman, But 
if it is a fund management quarrel, 
the Investment Ombudsman lakes 
over. 

Compensation is also tricky. The 
.piA Ombudsman can force insurers 
■■hnd independent financial advisers to 


pay a maximum of £50,000 compen- 
sation. In addition they may have to 
pay up to £750 for distress or incon- 
venience. But the Investment Man- 
agement Regulatory Organisation’s 
Ombudsman cun force investment 
houses to pay £100,000 plus £750 for 
distress. 

The Super-Ombudsman will have 
powers to force firms to pay up to 
£100,000 in compensation and £1,000 
for distress and inconvenience. 

Perhaps not surprisingly, not all 
current ombudsmen welcome the 
change in its entirety. They are also 
concerned that such a compulsory sys- 
tem with binding decisions could 
mean the FSA would be forced to in- 
troduce full court procedures. David 
Thomas, the Banking Ombudsman, 
feels the FSA could be contravening 
the European convention on human 
rights if it did not introduce such le- 
gal procedures. 

Tbny Holland, Ombudsman for 
the Personal Investment Authority, 
the existing frontline regulator, feels 
the new system will help consumers 
identity where to make a complaint. 

Mr Holland says: “In today's 
market of many ombudsmen, the per- 
ceived problem is that there is a con- 
fusion among consumers about 
names and functions. A single body 
would help solve this confusion." 

But be worries that the super-om- 
budsman could become a bureau- 
cratic nightmare which will scare 
consumers if it is allowed to be to big. 

More surprisingly, not ah con- 
sumer organisations are too happy 
with the new supremo either. They 
fear it will slow down the complaints 
procedure and lead to a pile up of cas- 
es waiting to be processed. 

The Consumers’ Association be- 
lieves the system could stack the 
odds against the complainant. It is wor- 
ried the formal nature of the scheme 
will push consumers into the lion’s den 
or count against financial heavy- 
weights such as banks and insurance 
companies. 

“The problem with the new sys- 
tem is that it will be run as a series 
of hearings which lawyers can attend. 
This could scare less well off people 
away," says Philip Tfclfbrd at the Con- 
sumers' Association. Consumer 
groups favour the current free com- 
plaints system of independent arbi- 
tration over formal legal challenges. 

Another srurabllng block for con- 
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sumers could come if mortgages are 
not brought within the FSA but 
banks and building societies are. 
Under this idea, consumers will be 
able to pursue a complaint against 
NafWest Bank or Nationwide Build- 
ing Society but not against a lender 
like the Mongage Corporation. 

Mr Thomas, the Banking 
Ombudsman, and the National Con- 
sumer Council (NCC) are also con- 
cerned that many consumers will be 
unaware of the distinction between 
firms regulated by the FSA and 
those not. 

They fear consumers will want to 
see a simpler definition. The NCC 


wants the Government to extend the 
ombudsman’s coverage to areas out- 
side those not regulated by tbe FSA, 
Consumer groups also wants the 
best features from the existing om- 
budsmen saved when creating the 


new supremo. They fear the flexible 
nature of the current system will be 
lost. 

The size of the new ombudsman 
also threatens to boost costs. Under 
the current system consumers can 


Where do I go to make a complaint? 


Rnu coverall 

Ombudsman 

Tetepfaom 

Banks 

tin Banking Ombudsman 

0171-404 5544 

Bidding soctaea 

7t» BiAIng Society Ombudsman 

0171-931 0044 

Ufa offices, Onudaladnsani 

Tha PiA Ombudsman 

om-eiaoatB 

Jnsmnco firms and agents 

Ibe hsuraneo Ombudsman 

0171-9284488 

taro torn 

Tl» bnestaefll Ombudsman 

0171-7963065 

SFAflrmB 

. TbaSFA Complaints Bureau 

0171-3780000 

Irauranci! compart es 

Person;* iraurancs AiWrattm Semtao 

0171-837 4483 

FBAttms 

The FSA Diracs ReguMon Unit 

08456061234 


meet with the ombudsmen, making 
the process a more h uman, less cold 
one. Consumers could also lose out 
as the FSA cuts back on the number 
of staff with specialist knowledge and 
expertise. 

The Government has already bur- 
dened the FSA with bringing the fi- 
nancial services regulatory regime 
under one roof. 

Consumer groups fear the regu- 
lator may not have eoough resources 
to ensure the new white knight’s mis- 
sion to protect consumers is a suc- 
cess. The problem could mean he is 
rushed into fully operational status 
with rusty armour and a weak topee 


Spotlight: Matrix Securities Newcastle Trust 


The product The Matrix Securities 
Newcastle ’fiust. 

The deal: Thke £5.000, or borrow at 
least £22,000, and invest it for at least 
seven years. The investment buys 
units in an Enterprise Zone Property 
This! which builds and develops 
part of Hadrian’s Business Park, 


east of Newcastle upon Tyne. The 
units benefit from tax relief of 37.6 
per cent if you are a higher-rate tax- 
payer. Investors will receive a rental 
income of 7 5 per cent - plus a share 
of the property’ 8 value if and when 
it is sold. 

Plus points: Because of tbe tax 


reliefs, it is possible to invest in the 
trust with no cash outlay. An in- 
vestment of £100,000 could be made 
up of £62,400 plus £37,600 in high- 
er rate tax reliefs. 

Matrix can arrange a loan of up 
to 70 per cent of the total investment 
-or £70,000, leaving an effective cash 


surplus of £7,600. The rental income 
should then pay off the interest on 
this loan - and some. 

The company developing the trust 
puis down a deposit which pays the 
rent for up to seven years or until a 
tenant is found. Sometimes, returns 
in similar trusts have been very high 


-equivalent to interest of 19 per cent. 
Drawbacks and risks: Tbe trusts got 
a bad name because of tbe late 1980s 
property d£bficle, Canary Wharf. 
Tenants could not be found and in- 
vestors were left with massive losses. 

Industry observers believe the 
commercial property market in the 


North-east may be somewhat 
artificial- Investors need to be con- 
fident that tenants are thoroughly 
reliable. 

Verdict: Attractive to a higher-rate 
taxpayer willing to tie up money for 
at least seven years - and take a risk. 

Marks out of five: Two and a half. 


INDEX 

Run from the 
taxman 

Scottish pension savers will be 
mudi better off than their 
English counterparts if the new 
parliament raises Income tax 
to the limit, it was confirmed 
this week. Alistair Darling, the 
chief secretary to the Trea- 
sury, confirmed that the tax el- 
ement of the Scotland Bill wifl 
allow pension savers to get tax 
relief of up to 26 per cent - 
compared to just 23 per cent 
south of the border. On retire- 
ment tax-conscious Scots will 
be able to save a substantial 
sum by heading south, a legal 
Idnd erf cross-border arbitrage. 
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Fire sale on 
savings 

Savers are being offered a 
glut of cut-price deals on 
PEPs in tbe rash to make 
use of tax-free allowances 
before they disappear in 
April 1999- Save & Prosper 
is cutting the S3 per cent 
upfront charge on PEP 
money invested in its 
growth and income fund, 
while TSB will offer a dis- 
count worth tip to £300. If 
savers invest before 5 
April, they can put aside up 
to £9,000 for 1997/8, which 
incurs tax refief on g rowth 
and pays out tax-free. 

Page 3 

Glad to see 
them go 

The £J5bn mega-merger of 
two of the UK's biggest insur- 
ers, General Accident and 
CommerdaJ Union, has been 
given a surprise welcome by 
the Consumers Association. 
“Ironically it’s actually good 
news for consumers. There 
are still over 100 insurance 
companies selling endow- 
ments, savings and pensions. 

It’s extremely difficult for the 
consumer to look at thou- 
sands of different policies," 
said Mick McAceer, senior 
policy officer. Our commenta- 
tors give their own reactions. 

Pages 5 and 8 
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Why does money grow in our 
Bliie Chip PEP? Look at the Fundamentals. 



• Every time you fill your trtiilev at tfw 

supemaricet. you’re probably supporting 
a fair few of Britain's blue chip companies. 


B lue chip com p ani e s .ore the biggest 
in -the land, and wi g fr e cuj, ideal 
investment Coir the heart of your portfolio. 
M&G*s Bine CUp PEP Fond - part of our 
F un d ament als range - wffl help yoa take 
advantage of their strength. 

Invest m Britain's Brightest 

With our Bine Chip PEP Fund, you could • 
cunentiy be, tapping into foe success of such-. 


. Long term stilus ’ 

Whether you’re saving for school fees^ar need 
extra savings to fop into in retire mart; .foe 
nrertts of a stoke to ‘Great BrttatoPLCore 
ptain to see. Why look any further for a long ' 
term total return? Therfe's ftmrimrrailnBy only • 
one choice -The M&G Blue Chip PEP FtnkL ; 
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How a family can avoid growing P a ’ nS 


The price is not 
right for Midshires 


Imagine you are a home- 
owner ready to selL Your 
estate agpnt touts your house 
around the market and comes 
up with wbat appears to be a 
decent offer. Unfortunately, 
it takes eight months before 
you know the vital details. By 
that time, every similar house 
in the area has seen its price 
very nearly double. 

You have not yet ex- 
changed contracts, but the 
buyer will not boost the price. 
Your estate agent swears 
there are no better offers. He 
also dismisses as irrelevant 
the fact that the buyer has of- 
fered him a palatial room in 
his own house complete with 
panoramic views. 

One million members of 
the Birmingham Midshires 
building society now find 
themselves in a situation 
closely parallel to this. Last 
August, the board of Birm- 
ingham Midshires (not, of 
course, to be compared to an 
estate agent) announced an 
offer for the society from the 
Royal Bank of Scotland. 

Birmingham Midshires 
agreed a price range of 
£605m to £630m. Shared 
evenly between members, 
this dangled the prospect of 
a windfall for every member 
worth £600 each. Fine. 

Now, in the past eight 
months, prices for this par- 
ticular type of property have 
very nearly doubled. Con- 
verted building societies such 
as Northern Rock and Hali- 
fax are valued by the stock 
market at least 20 times their 
annual earnings. 

Birmingham Midshires is 
being sold at just 12^5 times 
its annual earnings. If it were 
sold at a price closer to the 
market consensus, its policy- 
holders could expect windfalls 
of more than £1,000 each. 


If Royal Bank succeeds, it 
will be snapping up the soci- 
ety at a bargain price. 

However, Mike Jackson, 
chief executive of Birmingham 
Midshires, says the City is 
over-valuing other converted 
societies. In other words, it is 
not a fair comparison. 

Mr Jackson, who will be 
offered an executive direc- 
tor’s job at the Royal Bank if 
the deal goes through, may 
have a point. Q'ty prices for 
banks have entered the 
stratosphere in the last eight 
months and analysts agree 
that most are overpriced 

But if the prices of build- 
ing societies had sunk instead 
of risen, would Royal Bank 
have stuck so doggedly to its 
original offer? 

To extend the analogy, 
contracts are still to be ex- 
changed. Policyholders are 
still the owners of Birming- 
ham Midshires. They have 
the right to veto any deal, 
whether recommended or 
not, by the board of directors. 

In April, the exact nature 
of that deal wifi become dear 
when Birmingham Mkisbires 
reveals exactly how it plans to 
share out the proceeds of a 
sale. Policyholders are likely 
to have a chance to vote on 
it before the end of July. 

A group of dissident 
members are trying to bring 
the directors of Midshires to 
account under the banner of 
Save Our Building Societies. 
If they can muster enough 
support, they may be able to 
change the price of the deal 
- or even call it off altogether. 
After all, the board is there 
to look after the interests of 
policyholders. Not director 

Bob GoodaU, co-ordinator of 
Save Our Building Societies, can 
be contacted on 01727847370. 


THE MAKEOVER 

Name: Jim and Liz Hopkinson, and family 
Occupation: Probation officer and occupational therapist 
The problem: The arrival of daughter Eleanor last year 
has made the Hopkinsons rethink their financial goals. 
The advice: Once they have worked out a budget and ‘ 
provided for a cash reserve and protection plans, the 
Hopkinsons will find it easier to select investments to 
meet their goals o ver short, medium and longterm 


K" 


||r‘ 


Jim and Liz, who live in Leicester, be- 
came a family in August with the arrival 
of their daughter Eleanor. Their 
thoughts have now turned to planning 
for the future. 

Jim Hopkinson earns £21300 per an- 
num while Liz Hopkinson intends to re- 
turn to work in May for around £10,000 
per annum, leaving the family with a 
lower income than it has so far enjoyed. 

Their mortgage is with Halifax, for 
£40,000 on a house they bought for 
£57,000 in 1994. Part is on a repayment 
baas and part is interest only, with a 
PEP as the repayment vehicle. They 
are concerned over the introduction 
of the Individual- Savings Account 
(ISA) and the end of PEPS in 1999, 
which impact on their repayments. 

Their other savings are in Tbssas, 
National Savings accounts and a selec- 
tion of building societies - to benefit 
from future “windfalls”. Theywould like 
suggestions on how to save money for 
their daughter, forwhen she reaches 18. 

The Adviser Steve Buttercase, of 
Maddison Monetary Management, a 
firm of independent finan cial advisers 
with offices in Bag&hot, Bath, Cam- 
bridge and No ttingham Telephone 
0800 0742233. 

The Advice: It is often a happy event, 
such as the arrival of a new baby, that 


can lead to a great deal of financial 
stress. Tbe freedam of two incomes and 
fewer responsibilities i$ suddenly ^re- 
placed by one income and probably the 
greatest responsibility you can havel 

My first recommendation is always 
to do an accurate monthly budget and 
determine where the money goes each 
month. Jim and Liz live quite frugally 
by their own admission and have a 
monthly surplus of £400. This has led 
to them accumulating savings of nearly 
£40,000 in different accounts. 

1 would suggest that they maintain 
a cash reserve that equates to three 
mouths’ outgoings. For Jim and Liz this 
is roughly £3,000, which should be on 
instant access to allow for emergencies 
and opportunities. 

Mortgage: As their mortgage is cur- 
rently with Halifax they may wish to 
opt for a fixed rate of 625 per cent to 
guarantee their mam outgoing for five 
years. At present, they have £20$Q0 of 
the mortgage covered by two £70 per 
month PEBswfth HaKfex Life. They felt 
PH* would perform better than endow- 
ments and were more flexible, although 
they now think perhaps one of the PEF* 
should be with another provider. 

There is an option to convert the 
whole mortgage to a repayment basis 
or even consider an endowment policy 
to replace the PEP mortgage - these 




m 


indude life cover, which is more 
relevant now they have a daughter. 

Protection: The next area to consider 
is adequate protection against the 
nastier thing s in life. This means in- 
surance a gains t Alness, disability and 
death. Jim has a permanent health in- 
surance policy that pays out after 52 
weeks deferment This is because his 
previous job would have paid him an 
income for one year. 


Jim changed employer in January 
and will not qualify for sick pay for two 
years. My suggestion is that he talks 
to his sting provider about reducing 
the deferment period and what the new 
premium would be. Scottish Widows 
offer a deferment of eight weeks, so 
it may be sensible to see if a better deal 
ram be obtained once his current 
provider has replied. 

Jim should also consider critical ill- 
ness cover that pays out a lump sum 
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employer for around sewn years. 

Saving for the future: The next 
question was how best to save monej 
for Eleanor’s future. Jim* 
a PEP with another provider and 
hopes to save around £ foO per month- 
He also asked about Ute assurarax- 

based savings plans. 

My suggestion is a bit of everything. 
A plan that is affordable and matures 
on Eleanor's birthday would he tax free 
and could be written in mist for the 
child. To spread tbe capital around. I 
suggest they consider £10.000 into Na- 
tional Savings -the 12th index-linked 
issue. They could also consider max- 
imising their PEP allowances over and 
above the regular savings and topping 
up their Tessas - these remain good in- 
vestments to lake advantage of prior 
to the launch of the ISAs. 


A border line case of tax benefits for pensioners 


Pension savers in Scotland will be able 
to enjoy a substandal side-benefit if the 
pew parliament raises taxes to the max- 
imum of 26 per cent, the Government 
confirmed this week. 

The Tfeasmy said it will pay out tax 
reliefs up to the full rate chargeable 
in Scotland when £ be new parliament 
is constituted, giving Scottish savers tax 
relief of up to 26 per cent - 3 per cent 
more than their English counterparts. 


The move will allay fears among 
Scottish savings institutions that Scot- 
tish residents would be disadvantaged, 
paying up to 26 per cent in income tax 
- but receiving less tax relief. 

A saver north of the border who puts 
£1J)00 a year into a pension for 25 years 
can expect a fond worth up to £146,000 
if investments grow by 10 per cent and 
tax is 26 per cent according to figures 
from Scottish Equitable, the life insurer. 


This compares with a fond worth just 
£140,000 for an F.ngtish saver putting 
away the same amount 

The move creates a loophole in tax 
law which allows pensioners to enjoy 
a lower tax burden on their pension 
savings if they move south of tbe border 
on retirement. Until now, pensions in 
payment have been faxed af.the.same 
rate as tax relief is given on savings. 

Steve Muic, a spokesman for Axa 


Sun I ifo, said: “In Scotland, you may 
pay more tax under the Scottish par- 
liament But if you save through a per- 
sonal pension, you may have more 
going into your pension pot if you are 
Scottish than if you arc English. You 
might find that some people feel they 
are better off migrating away from 
^Scotland when they retire." 

The loophole creates a legal form 
_ of crosfcborder arbitrage similar to one 


which already exists in the area of pen- 
sions and divorce. Under existing laws 
in England, spouses can claim a share 
of the entire pension, no matter when 
it was started. In Scotland, they are only 
entided to part of the amount that has 
been saved since the date of the mar- 
riage. Spouses who many late, and di- 
vorce quickly, have a financial incentive 
to get divorced at Gretna Green. 

, - Andrew Venn 



Thought for the day 


The Corporate Bond PEP 


Legal & General’s low costs provides 
better value and reduces risk 

Legal & General have led tbe way 
in providing low cost, high performance 
PEPs to our customers. 


The low cost 









Over the years, our determinaton to 
provide outstanding value for money 
has meant that today, Legal & General 
Investment Management has in ex ce s s of 
£-54 billion under management. 

Now, we are delighted to introduce 
the latest improvement to our PEP 
range - Legal & General’s Corporate 
Bond PEP. 

Once again, we’ve 
delivered unbeatable value, 
providing the lowest cost 
diversified Corporate Bond PEP on 
the market with annual management 
Charges of only 0.5%, with no initial or 
withdrawal fee. 

So. for a regular, high tax-free 
income on your savings find out more 
about Britain’s best value Income PEP 
today. Just complete and return the 
coupon, call 0500 11 66 22 now or visit 
our website at www.LandG.com 
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INVES TOR 

Banks upgrade 
their websites 



The web knot immutable. The 
number of households in 
Britain with access to the in- 
ternet more than doubled from 
1996 to 960.000 by June 2997 
By June this year it is likely to 
have more than doubled again, 
and over ZS million people 
have access to the internet at 
work. Over a quarter of a mil- 
lion people are shopping online 
each month and one in 10 has 
already used their credit card to 
make a purchase on the internet. 

Barclays, Halifax and Wool- 
wich have all recently upgraded 
their websites, increasing the 
interactive nature of whal is 
available. Three or four years 
ago, too many financial services 
providers seemed to feel it was 
enough merely to provide a 
home page with links to a glo- 
rified version of their primed 
sales brochure. However, things 
are changing and content has 
improved substantially. 

Woolwich Insurance Ser- 
vices now has an online market 
search, select and buying system. 
The service offers the UK's Drat 
online household insurance, 
with real-time comparative quo- 
tations as weQ as enabling you 
to purchase a policy online by 
paying for the initial premium 
through an online credit card 
transaction. The Woolwich site 
also offers the option to be con- 
nected to an adviser during the 
search and transaction process. 

The added extra magic in- 
gredient “human being” is also 
on offer at Barclays* relaunched 
personal banking internet site. 
It offers an interactive “call me” 
facility on Barclays Mortgages 
pages and new pages for Bar- 
days Premier Banking and Bar- 
clays Life - the bank's life 
assurance and pensions arm. 
Through the “call me” button 
on the Barclays Mortgages 
pages, you can request a mort- 
gage specialist call you imme- 
diately or - if more convenient 
- in five minutes. 

However, the “call me” ser- 
vice is still not quite the “Mar- 
tini banking” which the internet 


should offer. It is only open 8 am 
tQ 8 pm, Monday to Friday, 
10am to 4pm on Saturday and 
1 1 am to 3pm on Sunday. Bar- 
clays claims it can complete the 
application process over the 
phone in around 20 minutes. 

For the very sad anoraks 
among us, the Barclays Life 
pages, as well as providing in- 
formation on products and ser- 
vices, allow you to download a 
“Harry and Doris” screensaver 
based on characters from a re- 
cent ud campaign. Barclays Pre- 
mier pages introduce the bank's 
relationship banking service (you 
know, the kind of relationship we 
all used to have with bank man- 
agers when banks actually had 
bank managers) and offers in- 
formation on products, such as 
the Barclays Premier Mortgage, 
that are available exclusively to 
Barclays Premier customers. 

Halifax has completely re- 
designed its website, giving it its 
second new look since first 
being established in May 1995. 
It now offers you the facility of 
applying online to Halifax Di- 
rect for various banking prod- 
ucts; both current accounts and 
unsecured personal loans. On- 
line Halifax Visa Card applica- 
tions will follow shortly. You can 
also get quotes for and purchase 
travel insurance online. 

Halifax shareholders may 
also check up on the value of 
their investment by entering the 
number of shares they hold. A 
branch locator also ailows you 
to find the address of your 
nearest Halifax branch. 

Aseparaie internet site is be- 
ing developed for offshore sav- 
ings customers with Halifax 
International (Jersey) and Hal- 
ifax International (Isle of Man). 
The new site wQ] concentrate on 
offering products to expatriate 
and UK customers who wish to 
manage their tax affairs by in- 
vesting savings offshore. 

Barclays: www.barclays.co.uk 
Halifax: www.halifax.co.uk 
Woolwich Insurance Services: 
www.woolwich-insurance.co.uk 
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A new deal for ceramics 


Collect to invest: 

John Windsor 

Prices of contemporary ceram- 
ics are likely to get a shot in the 
arm with the opening next 
month of the Barrett Marsden 
Gallery in Islington. Its co- 
founder, Thijana Marsden, for- 
merly director of the charitable 
crafts organisation Contempo- 
rary Applied Arts (CAA) and 
now a ceramics consultant to 
Christie's, has taken the con- 
troversial step of making 
London-wide exclusivity agree- 
ments with 13 artists, including 
such established names as Ali- 
son Britton, Martin Smith, head 
of ceramics at the Royal College 
of An, and the veteran Gordon 
Baldwin, recently retired bead 
of ceramics at Eton College. 

Hithcno, the London con- 
temporary ceramics market has 
been an economic anomaly. 
Unlike the picture market, in 
which a multitude of galleries 
sign up artists exclusively and 
promote them in one-man 
shows, the contemporary ce- 
ramics market has few galleries 
and has been dominated by 
Bonhams, the auctioneers, 
where dealers are often outbid 
by private collectors. 

The new gallery, occupying 
2300 square feet in Great Sutton 
Street, Ruringdon. will help to lift 
studio potteiy out of its down- 
market rut as mere craft. At pre- 
sent. very few contemporary pots, 
even by top names, command 
more than £3,000, the price a 
voguey, little-known art college 
graduate might get for a painting. 

It b financed by Nelson Woo, 
a wealthy Hong Kong Chinese 
collector of contemporary ce- 
ramics living in London. He 
said: “Unlike America or Hol- 
land, there are very few galleries 
in London where talented ce- 
ramicists can get a showing." He 
declined to discuss bow much the 
gallery is costing to set up. 

The exclusivity agreement, 
tinder which the 13 have agreed 



A pot of money: Gordon Baldwin's ceramics, like this vessel from his Longspout series, 
1989, fetch up to £2,800 


not to attempt to sell their work 
through other London galleries 
or auctioneers, has already 
raised hackles. Martin Smith has 
cancelled his one-man show at 
the CAA in September and 
Gordon Baldwin’s one-day show 


scheduled for May at Galerie 
Besson -the biggest of only four 
London galleries that put on 
one-man contemporary ceram- 
ics shows - is in the balance. 

Many of the 13 are members 
of the CAA, where a selling ex- 


hibition “A View of Gty", curated 
by Alison Britton and including 
the work of Gordon Baldwin and 
Richard Slee, also now exclu- 
sively with Banett-Maisden,wiQ 
still be on show when the gallery 
opens on 13 March. 


Tbe CAAS director, Maiy La 
Trobe -Baleman, said: “1 find the 
exclusive showing rights dis- 
turbing. We still have work by 

a lot of these people in stock and 

have had no word from them 
about whether they are going to 
withdraw it.” 

During Ms Marsden's direc- 
torship of the CAA, which end- 
ed in 1990, the trend was 
towards gallfly-style show of ad- 
venturous, sculptural cerannG* by 
artists such as Ewen Henderson, 
Alison Britton and Bryan lllsley 
(another Bairett-Maisden mem- 
ber). But the CAA now has 260 
members, including textile artists 
and jewellers. “We have a lot of 
stock,” said Ms La Trobe-Bate- 
man. “It realty doesn’t allow one- 
man shows.” 

At the new gallery, there wfll 
be few prices above £3,000, an 
indication that prices have 
slipped in the past decade. 

The new gallery will charge 
up to £ 3 , 000 -plus for the work 
of Gordon Baldwin and Martin 
Smith. Their ceramics, and 
those of another gallery mem- 
ber, Ken Eastman, are semi- 
abstract artworks, quite unlike 
craft pools, that expand the con- 
cept of the vessel to its limits. 

The new gallery is bound to 
accentuate the rivalry between 
dealers and auctioneers. At 
Bonhams last November, a 
Baldwin open bowl of 1982, es- 
timated £l, 800 -£ 2300 , fetched 
£2J)70. In June, a stoneware ves- 
sel by Britton, estimated 
£1,500-£2£00, sold for a below- 
estimate £1380- At the CAA, a 
Britton pot with pleated spout 
is on offer at £2,400. But in April 
at Bonhams, a Britton pot will 
carry the bullish estimate of 
£ 2 , 200 - 0,000 - a sign that 
higher prices are finning up. 

Gallery goods are fresh to 
market and undamaged, so 
their value tends to be higher. 
Members of the new gafiery will 
get back onty SO per cent of 
prices paid (a standard gallery 
rate) compared with about 80 


per cent at Bonhams. But Ms 
Marsden said: “Buying at auc- 
tion is bargain buying. It’s dam- 
aging for the artist" 

She said she hoped that in 
five or 10 years’ time there 
would be “a healthy network of 
gall eries like ours throughout 
Britain. Everybody is going to 
be better off. If artists have 
spent months making a piece, 
the same consideration should 
be given to bow h is going to be 
shown. Work should not be 
displayed like bags of sugar. 

“If our artists have agreed 
regular exhibitions with other 
galleries we wfll not ask them 
to break those relationships. 
Ws're just trying to plug the hole 
we have identified. For me, it is 
now or never.” 

The typical Barrett-Mars- 
den ceramirist is ex- RCA, 
around 50-yeazs old, and with an 
established reputation both here 
and abroad. For them, an ex- 
clusive relationship with a Lon- 
don gallery makes sense. They 
will no longer have to hump pots 
between galleries, argue prices 
with clients and do paperwork. 

Alison Britton, aged 50, who 
was offered a solo show by the 
CAA after committing herself 
to his new gallery, said: “At my 
age, I want to feel that someone 
is taking care of how my work 
should be displayed. At the age 
of 30 1 would have said yes to any 
gallery and hoped for the best” 

Or, as Gordon Baldwin, 
aged 65, said: “Tktjana told me 
‘You need somebody to look 
after you”’. 

Barrett Marsden Gallery, 17-18 
Great Sutton Street, London 
EC1VODN ( Telephone : 0171- 
336 6396). 

Correction: The auction of the 
Swaythling apostle spoons is 
next Thursday, 5£h March 
(1030am) at Sotheby’s, 34-5 
New Bond St, London W1 
(0171-293 5000), and not as 
stated here last week. 


BARGAIN BASEMENT 


Save 8t Prosper is slashing 
the entire upfront charge of 
5.5 percent tor people who in- 
vest more than £4,000 in its 
growth and income PEP by 5 
April. Investors who put in at 
least £ 1,000 will receive a 
smaller discount of 3 per 
cent. The fund currently pays 
out 2.4 percent, twice a year. 

T5B is offering an upfront dis- 
count of £300 to investors who 
put the maximum allowable 
amount of £6,000 into a TSB 
PEP before 3 April. The dis- 
count applies to amounts go- 
ing in to its Thx Free Savings 
Plan PEP. A smaller discount, 
of £ 120 , will be given on sav- 
ings going into TSB's High In- 
come PEP. 

Legal & General has 
launched a new PEP which 
alms to give 140 per cent of 
the growth of stock markets 
in Britain, Germany, France 
and Switzerland. The PEP 
will be available between 2 
March and 9 April in order to 


allow investors to save up to 
£18,000, using tax allowances 
for both 1997/8 and 1998/9. 
Growth is capped if the in- 
vestment doubles its value 
within six years. 

Northern Rock will launch 
an instant access, offshore 
account on Monday that pays 
up to 8 per cent a year, gross 
of tax. Investments of £ 10.000 
or more will earn IS per 
cent gross a year. Onty three 
withdrawals can be made in 
any one year without incurring 
a penalty. 

Manor Park, the offshore in- 
vestment specialist, is 
launching a range of funds 
that offer to protect in- 
vestors' capital against mar- 
ket fails of up to 5 per cent. 
The funds offer a share in 
growth of the FT-SE 100 in- 
dex in London, the Nikkei 
225 in Japan, the Hang Seng 
in Hong Kong, the S&P 500 
in the US or the DAX 30 in 
Germany. Lower levels of 


protection combine with 
higher shares of any growth 
in the respective markets. 

Sun Life has combined with 
Royal Bank of Scotland to 
produce an innovative means 
of funding the needs of el- 
derly relatives needing mo- 
bility aids. The product 
combines an endowment 
with Sun Life with a loan fa- 
cility at 10.6 per cent inter- 
est Interest is only repayable 
on the amount of the loan 
that is used to fund home 
aids. The facility can also be 
used for some kinds of med- 
ical treatment. 

Aberdeen Investment 
Trusts is offering shares in its 
Convertible Income Trust, 
which aims to provide a high- 
dividend yield together with 
the potential for capital 
growth. As at 31 December, 
the dividend yield was 7.9 per 
cent gross. The offer, which 
can be arranged within a PER 
is open until 26 March. 
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Pensions by phone 


You can pick up the phone and get pensions 
information or advice 

and even set up a plan, quickly and without fuss. 

Call, 8am- 10pm, 7 days a week quoting ref:268D918 

0345 6789 10 

or talk to your Independent Financial Adviser. 
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How to profit from reading 
the big print 





An ever-increasing 
number of specialist 
magazines are targeting 
readers in search of 
personal finance advice, 
lain Morse reports. 

Whatisilwith personal finance magazines? 
Every, few months, it seems, another is 
launched - each one aiming to grab a slice 
of the burgeoning market for- financial 
information that ran help turn us all into 
millionaires. 

Perhaps more prosaically, magazine 
readers are reacting to a development, ini- 
tialed by the Tories but continued under 
Labour, whereby the traditional welfare 
safety net is gradually being Withdrawn- 
Providing for oneself, be that in the field 
of pensions, health insurance or long-term 
care, lias become more crucial. Financial 
mngaTines, alo ng with personal finance 
sections such as this one, are there to help 
us sort out the wheat from the chaff. 

Earli er this month, Bloomberg Money , 


yet another consumer magazine, hit the 
news stands, a iming to inform its readers 
of the perils and profits of personal in- 
vestment. The question publishers of all 
these mags, including Bloomberg Mom, 
must answers: what kind of market are they 
aiming at? u ' 

A 1 one level the potential readership, 
is still largely untapped. Put in perspective; - 
the personal finance sector is a one;' 
while Cosmopolitan .and FMM mapwinen - . 
each have monthly sales in excess of. 
450,000, the 28 personal finance titles - 
sold in the UK achieve joint monthly sales 
Of just over 200,000. : ■ 

According to Sarah Ma rshall of dis- - 
uibutor Comag: This is a niche market 
which surprisingly has not much increased 
in recent years." Generating total annual 
turnover of around £65m, titles rely on loyal . 
readerships, with annual subscriptions an 
important source of revenue. 

Most titles offer generous discounts on 
subscription due to the high cost of selHngr 
off newsstands. Each time you buy a mag- 
azine, about half its cover price goes to the 
publisher, with the rest split between dis- 
tributor and retailer. Industry estimates sug- . 
gest that as many as two- thirds of copies' 
sold go by subscription. 

Lai in c hing a new title is expensive. Ms 


Marshall reckonsitwillcost about£5 in pro- 
motion per copy sold, and the minimum 
launch period is at least three months. Be- 
' cause these magazines go to retailers on a 
sale or return basis, it takes four weeks 
before the publisher knows how many 
copies have been sold, or receives its 
share of cover price. 

History in this sector is littered with 
heroic failures. Barely two years ago, an- 
- other glossy mag, Inside Money, was pulled 
after barely six issues, after sales remained 
stubbornly low. 

This should make the launch of 
Bloomberg Money a nerve-wracking affair. 
But the magazine’s editor-ia-c^uef, Law- 
rence Gosling, is a confident man, "With 
more people buying financial products, we 
see a gap in the market. Existing titles are 
either too specialised or just too general. 
Ws don’t just want to take readers from rival 
publications, but reach a new readership.” 

Mr Gosling’s comments give a due to 
. the approach taken by the publishers of the 
various financial magazines. Their starting 
point' is that not all potential readers are 
the same. They may be relatively new to 
savings and investment, in which case a 
more “poppy” magazine such as Moneywise, 

published by Reader’s Digest, is most 
likely to suit their needs. 
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Paper investments: Even before you dedde where to put your money, publishers are 


after your 


Rui Xavier 
1 be difficult- Most 


Or they may see themselves as more for most types of readers out m manage to steer clear of selling the 
sophisticated, whereupon the share-tipping market ... ,•*, tn the devil. Ultimately, their rea 

strategy of Investors Chronicle , part of the . One possible threat to editorial decide. * i „*irh 

Financial Times stable, is a preferred read.- ■ (and independence) comes from the tact M^nwhile, Bloomberg Money s la 
Or they may be fiercely loyal to the more 'that advertising revenue can account for parries a picture of Richard Branso 
iconoclastic editorial approach of Money • as much as 80 per cent of a title’s total in- py infla table horns and a sinister ex* 
Observer, a bizarre offshoot of the Guardian • borne. Navigating between the giving ot ^ rt, erc anything he won t do lor 

media empire. straight - and occasionally critical- in- 

Either way, there are plenty of choices .formation about finance and not offend- p i- 


■? 

. ■'***.■ 


inflatable horns and a 


pression. u 
publicity? 


Best buys: The personal finance magazines to put your money on 
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Money Observer 

Launched 1979 

Monthly circulation: 35,000 

Cost: £3.25. Annual subscription: by 

cheque £33, by direct debit £29.70. 

Aim/ target: “Our readers tend already 
to have some knowledge of the market-" 
Strength: Easy to read databank on 
share, unit & investment trust perfor- 
mance. Tessa and mortgage best deals. 
Feature-length analysis of subjects like 
smaller company investment. 
Weakness: Too many uncritical fund 
manager profiles. No coverage of personal 
insurance. 

Investors Chronicle 

Launched I860 

Weekly circulation: 61,000 

Cost: £250. Subscription discount: 10 per 

cent 

Aim/target “By comparison to others, we 
simply are more focused on shares than 
packaged retail financial products." 
Strength: Reviews every share quoted in 
the UK at least once each year/Weekly, 


so up to date on market movements. 
Weakness: dismissive of retail financial 
products, little cover on personal insurance. 

Personal Finance 

Launched 1994 

Monthly circulation: n/a 

Cost £2.60. Subscription discount: 37 per 

cent. 

Alm/earget “Novice investors, who know 
little about money and retail financ ial 
products." 

Strength: Relates lifestyle to product, with 
a strong emphasis on insurance and pen- 
sion p lanning . 

Weakness: Superficial analysis of prod- 
ucts, with thin data on product cost and 
performance. 

MoneyFacts Life & Pensions 

Launched 1996 

Monthly circulation: 6,000 

Cost: Annual subscription only, £49.50 

(ring 01692 500765). 

Aim/target: “We provide* hard data' 
across the fuji Tange of products* from' 


mortgages to investment trusts. This is a 
reference work.” 

Strength: The bottom line without frills 
or hyperbole. 

Weakness: No articles, and only available 
by subscription, so try your nearest cen- 
tral library for a copy. 

Bloomberg Money 
Launched 1998 

Monthly circulation: first issue 30,000 
Cost: £2.95. Subscription discount: 25 per 
cent 

Aim/target: “We're aiming both at com- 
mitted investors, and people getting in- 
terested in the subject. We want to bridge 
the gap between specialist investment 
magazines and those that aim [uncritically] 
for the mass market" 

Strength: Early days, but coverage ranges 
widely from a critical piece on fund man- 
ager M&G to the merits of collecting Spice 
Girl dolls as future investments. Good data 
on fund performance. 

'Weaikn ess; pictur e of Richard ’Branson ■ 
on the cover. 
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Some Tracker 
PEPs have a 
1 % annual 
management 
charge. 
How low can 
you get? 


0 - 3 % 


TALK TO US ABOUT THE ROSE TRACKER PEP FREE ON 

0500100333 

7 DAYS A WEEK 8am-10pm 

FAX NO: 0118 934 8212 E MAIL: invest6rsaonline.co.uk 
PLEASE QUOTE COUPON CODE BELOW 


Royal & 


ypUNALLIANCE 

Acjusr 03%, the Rose PEP offers 
one of the lowest annual management 
charges in rhe tracker PEP marker. 

Iris the latest offer from Invest 
On-line, the direct investment arm of 
one of the UK's leading insurance 
companies. Royal & SunAUiance. 

Unlike some index trackers, rhe 
Rose Tracker PEP spreads your invest- 
ment over the whole FTSE All-Share 
Index, nor just the cop 100 companies, 
so reducing the risks. 

You can stare investing from as 
little as £50 each month or with a 
lamp sura of £1,000. 

And when the Individual Savings 
Account (ISA) is introduced in 1999, 
your UK Tracker PEP can be trans- 
ferred at no extra charge.* 

Call free, now on 0500 100 533 or 
clip the coupon below for full 
details. Our friendly and knowl- 
edgeable staff will be happy to 
answer any questions you may have. 


invest 


Moneywhe 

Launched 1990 

Monthly circulation: 105,000 

Cost: £2.70. No discount on subscription 

Aim/target: “To give people financial 

advice they need to make real life 

decisions, in plain English.” 

Str en gth: Could its breezy, easy style ao- 
oount for Moneywlse haring the highest cir- 
culation of titles reviewed? Starter level 
package with emphasis on practical every 
day financial problem solving. 
Weakness: Sometimes not enough in- 
depth critical analysis. 

Money Management 

Launched 1962 

Monthly circulation: 20,000 

Cost: £550. Subscription discount: 10 per 

cent 

Aim/Target “We are the bible of the 
personal finan ce ma gazine s. We publish 
in depth surveys of retail product types 
and refuse to take providers at their 
word”' '. *' ;7? 

Strength: Tells you all you ever wanted to 


know about a subject, and has a very good 
fund performance data. Authoritative. 
Weakness: Designed for industry pro- 
fessionals, boringly written, so make sure 
it has an article you want to read before 
buying 

What Investment 
Launched 1987 
Circulation: 35,000 

Cost £2.75. Subscription discount 30 per 
cent 

Ahn/target: “Geared to experienced 
investors who already have knowledge of 
collective investment vehicles." 

Strength: Only title reviewed to focus 
solely on unit and investment trusts, and 
private pension funds. 

Weakness: Not for the beginners. Noth- 
ing on personal insurance. 

What Mortgqp 
Launched 1982 
Monthly circulation: 35,000 

Aim/target: “Forty-nine -per cent of 

- : 


readers are first-time buyers. 30 per cent 
remortgaging so they wantjuro pie. infor- 
mative and unbiased copy." 

Strength: Covers main stream mon- 
cages, but also features on self-build and 
loans for the self employed. Mortgage fact- • 
file covers “99 percent" of available loans. 
Weakness: Nothing bul mortgages. 
Extremely repetitive: bit like a wedding 
magazine, you are only likely to read it for - 
a few months 

Your Mortgage 
Launched 1986 
Monthly circulation: 15,000 
Costs: £3. No subscription 
Aim/target: “There are fewer lenders 
offering more varied loans. We try to help 
you choose the right kind of loan, before 
you approach a lender.” 

Strength: February's issue offers you the 
chance to win a power washer worth 
£ 1 , 000 ! 

Weakness: Thin mortgage factfile, same, 
criticisms as above- : "■ *' : 

• - Iain Morse 
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For anyone 
who respects 
the world’s 
resources, a PEP 
that won’t 
cost the earth 


■-V A 


With our new UK Ethical PEP, 
your money will be Invested in 
companies seen to be making a 
positive contribution to society 
and not tn those viewed as havi ng 
a harmful effect on the world. 
You also stand to benefit from 
amongst the lowest charges around 
and you'll receive a 1% discount 
if you apply now. So why not 
consult your [FA or call us today? 

. ; ' 0800 33 33 54 


Standard Life UK Ethical PEP. 
Apply before z April 
to beat the taxman. 

Phone line open Monday - Friday Ham - Opm. 
Saturday. Sunday ]Oam - 4pm 
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STANDARD LIFE 


Investment has never been simpler 

The value of irm-stiuenlijml th.- Irrootnt imm them mav tall as mil as rise and an Invwior may not *ef b»-L . .. 
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bank on some more mega mergers yet 


THE 

JONATHAN 

DAVIS 

COLUMN 


It was without question a tale 
of two big corporate deals in 
the stock markei this week - 
one that looks like working well 
and the big one which fell to 
earth. Wednesday’s announc- 
ement of a tie-up between 
Commercial Union and Gen- 
eral Accident is one of those 
deals, like Lloyds/TSB, which 


seem U » make such obvious and 
logical sense that you wonder 
wh y It has taken so long to hap- 
pen. You don't need a business 
degree to sec that there are po- 
tential benefits to be had from 
pooling two long-established 
companies which axe experi- 
encing growing competition 
and need to attack both their 
revenue and cost structures if 
they are to generate better 
returns. 

It won’t make them better 
companies per se (General 
Accident already, rightly, has 
the reputation for being 
quicker to adapt to the tougher 
new industry environment than 
the much sleepier Commercial 
Union), but it will give them a 
fresh opportunity to gel their 
act together more quickly than 
they could do on their own. 

The trick, of course, has 
been to bring the two sides to- 
gether in a harmonious way. It 
is interesting to see Lbat the 
companies were advised re- 
spectively by Morgan Stanley 
and Goldman Sachs, a sign of 


how rapidly the American 
investment banks are moving 
into a lead role in UK corpo- 
rate finance. Eves a few years 
ago, the idea that two of the 
biggest US investment banks 
should be taking tbe lead in 
such a deal would have been 
unthinkable. 

The Glaxo/SmitbKliae 
Beecham saga is a more dra- 
matic, if less savoury, story all 
round. Viewed from a broad 
international perspective, the 
case for a merger was also dear 

cut, and one reason why the 
deal was greeted so favourably 
by the market, which marked 
both companies’ shares up by 
handsome margins when it was 
announced - a reversal of tra- 
ditional City experience, which 
holds that only one side nor- 
mally benefits from a big 
merger of this son. 

The fact that the deal has 
unravelled so abruptly, osten- 
sibly because of arguments 
between the two companies 
about which management team 
should command the lion's 


share of the top jobs, is a use- 
ful reminder that the momen- 
tum towards big company 
mergers and acquisitions is 
not quite as inevitable as the 
investment bankers would have 
you believe. 

It has left the management 
of SmhhKlme Beecham in par- 
ticular looking vulnerable. 
Having pulled out of one 
merger deal, with the Ameri- 
can company American Home 
Products, in order to throw in 
its lot with Glam Welcome, the 
company is now in a state of 
limbo - publicly advertising 
the fact that it needs to com- 
bine with another large com- 
pany, but seemingly unable to 
bring such a deal to fruition. 

Barclays, which has allowed 
itself to appear as if it is des- 
perate to strike a deal with a 
rival bank, is in danger of find- 
ing itself in a similar bole. 

From an investor’s point of 
view, the run of big company 
deals — both successful and 
abortive - is important. It is no 
accident that the three sectors 


where most of the big deals 
have been happening are phar- 
maceuticals, banks and insur- 
ance. These are precisely the 
sectors which, as I mentioned 
last month, have be en le ading 
the advance of the FTSE 100 
index for most of tbe past 18 
months. 

The three sectors accounted 
for more than half the index’s 
advance last year and are, in 
essence, the reason why the 
Footsie index has so massively 
outperformed the small and 
medium-sized sectors of the 
market for most of that time. 
This trend, as my chart shows, 
has continued in ihe first few 
months of this year. 

If the run of deals dries up, 
then the market is likely to suf- 
fer a hangover, just as it did tbe 
day after the Glaxo/Smi thKlme 
merger was called off. But my 
view is that we are not yet fin- 
ished with the consolidation 
process, certainly in banks and 
insurance. Nils laube. Lord 
Rothschild's stock market ad- 
viser and one of the shrewdest 


investment brains around, has 
been skewing his funds to- 
wards the financial sector for 
at least two years- As manager 
of one of the best performing 
European funds over the last 
30 years, who brings a genuinely 
international perspective to 
his stock selection, he was one 
of the first to see that pressures 
which were driving banks and 
insurance companies to com- 
bine were bound to persist. 

As long as the drive towards 
European integration persists, 
that pressure will also persist. 
Like Anthony Bolton of Fi- 
delity, another leading fund 
manager, laube has demon- 
strated that there is an awful 
lot of money to be made by 
picking up early on a broad 
theme of industrial change 
and running with it as long it 
persists. 

If it does persist, you can be 
certain that several of tbe 
recently demutualised building 
societies and insurance com- 
panies wfll find themselves in 
the way of a bid or a merger 


Performance of banks, insurers and pharmaceutical 

Index 



proposaL Don’t rush, in other 
words, to take your profits on 
those windfall shares, despite 
their strong gains since flota- 
tion. As we learnt this week, 
while tbe drive towards con- 
solidation in tbe drugs industry 
has faltered, the trend is stiD 
very mudi alive in financial 
services. 


‘Money Makers' by Jonathan 

Davis, a study of Britain's most 
m cc **sful professional investors, 
has just been published by Orion 
Business Books at £20. To order 


price of £15 (including postage 
and package) call 01903 
736736, quoting the reference 
number MMTD. 


UNDERSTAN DING THE STOCK MARKET 

Aim for risky rewards with 
smaller companies’ shares 


The Alternative Investment 
Market -known as AIM - has 
a double purpose. First, it is the 
London Stock Exchange’s pub- 
lic market for small, young and 
growing companies, enabling 
them to raise capital and see 
tbeir shares more widely traded. 

Second, the market is in- 
tended to appeal to investors 
who are looking for the high 
growth rates that can sometimes 
come from small companies. 

“AIM Socks can offer the pos- 
sibility of above average earnings 
as they have a greater capacity 
for very high growth rates than 
larger companies," says Tony 
Hobman, head of Private In- 
vestor Services at ProSbaie. 

But the chance of extra 
growth comes at a price. Before 
you rush out to buy shares 
quoted on AIM. Mr Hobman 
adds, be cautious. AIM com- 
panies mayhald out the hope 
of higher returns, but they can 
be risker than their stock mar- 
ket counterparts. 

AIM was launched in June 
1995. Although some cynics con- 
sider that AIM gives investors a 
ticket to a roller-coaster which is 
likely to end in disaster, such 
criticism is overdone. Since its 
launch, only two companies have 
gone bust though a few others 
may not escape this Cate. 

There have been incredible 
successes. For example, Surrey 
Free Inns was launched in AIM 


in July 1995 at 85p. When it 
tranrferred to a hill listing as SFI 
in September 1996, its investors 
bad seen a 450 per cent gain. 

However, AIM is a “wealth 
warning” market, which is not 
for tbe fainthearted. If AIM 
attracts you. here are a few 
golden rules to follow; 
■Obtain a copy of the prospec- 
tus -your stockbroker may be 
able to help. If this is not pos- 
sible. get a copy of the latest an- 
nual report and accounts. 

■ Research the background of 
the directors and main share- 
holders. These are detailed in 
the prospectus, while the names 
of directors also appear in the 
annual report and accounts. 

■ Ascertain the company’s free 
market (capitalisation) from 
your broker. This is tbe number 
of shares available to the ordi- 
nary public. If the market is 
narrow, the sale of just a few 
shares could result in a signifi- 
cant foil in the share price. 

■ Self-praise is no praise. Be 
very wary of companies which 
promote their success by public 
relations specialists. 

■ An advisory stockbroker can 
be very useful as they are likely 
to have details of the company’s 
announcements and will pick- 
up gossip before you. 

■ Above all. follow your in- 
stincts. If you have bad vibes 
about a company, steer clear. 

-John Andrew 
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offering the best 
of both worlds. 


Security and Potential Capital Growth 
If that sounds like yonr dream come troe, then The Equnahle 
Wnh-Profirs Bond is a winning combination for ywr mvesmroj 
£500 you can invest to a managed fond of assets, which 
smooths the short-tern, fluctuations to value over the period of 

y ° Ur S^^mom^stnke a balance between keeping your sa9 “®* 
in * bajJdhg society, but possibly eroded by inflation, and the 
potential!^ lucrative but more risky option of investment m 

^coorae, the final value of tl 

And, as part o£ your medium to long-tom investment plans. 
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The Equitable Life 
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Th e In dex-Tra c k i ng PEP 











nua out a 1997/98 
LcriI & General 
httlex-Tniridng PEP 
befute VbApriL 


Two PEPs for the price of one - who else 
is offering you this? 

We already offer our Index-Tracking PEP 
investors some of the lowest charges 
around. NO initial charges on lump sum 
investments; NO withdrawal fees; and 
an annual management charge of only 
0.5%. Bui now we want to do even more 
chan that. 




ANNUAL 

MANAGEMENT GROWTH 
CHARGE 


— IT 

APRIL 

30 


So. if you invest £6,000 in our 1997/98 Index-Tracking PEP before 
5th April 1998 and then invest a further £6,000 in our 1998/99 PEP 
before 30th April 1998, we will refund AIL charges for the whole of 
the first year on your 1998/99 Legal & General PEP, provided you 
leave at least £12,000 invested with us until after 30th April 1999. 

That's two PEPs and just one set of charges. 

THE HIGH PERFORMANCE INDEX-TRACKING PEP 

And it’s not just our low charges that make 
the Index-Tracking PEP such an 
outstanding investment. .This PEP follows 
the FTSE All-Share Index which reflects the 
performance of the entire UK stock market, 
so it reduces the risk of being over- 
exposed to shares which can 
underperform and lessen your return. 

In feet, a lump sum of £6,000 invested 
in the Legal & General Index-Tracking 
PEP at launch would now be worth £9,434* compared to just 
£8,738* in the average UK Income & Growth Trust 

INVEST BEFORE APRIL 5TH 1998 
FOR OUR 2-FOR-l PEP OFFER 

Remember, this 2-for-l offer is available for a strictly limited 
time only. To invest you must act before 5th April 1998. So call 
us now or return the coupon hejow^roday. 


Dresdner ROM 

0.50% 

56.71% 

Virgin 

1.00% 

56.71% 

Garcmore 

100% 

55.59% 

Average UK Income 

45.64% 
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No charges far tbe first year •>/ 
your 1998/99 Legal & General 
Indtx-iracUny PEP If you invest 
tbe full J&OOO before 30rb April 
1998 and Uruvr £12,000 invested 
uitb us until after $Qtb April 1999. 


Visit our u eb site at n u n .J.u miG.com 


Find 'out move non 


pheine free: 



0500 11 6622 


Si n n lo <Sp mil : eekdays, 
pmivio Spin tree Fends. 


Pttasm quote C4JOJJ4 


P&rvour protection 
and to enable us to 


tbat may arise calls 
vtH ustudfy be 
recorded and 
randomly monUmvd. 


YES I would like more information 

about the Legal & General Index-Tracking PEP 
2-for-l offer. Post to; Legal & General (Direct) 
Limited, FREEPOST SWO0467, Cardiff CF1 IYW. 
If you already* have any PEP investment, 
please tick here O. 

Wc may telephone you to make sure information 
requested has antved solely. Now and then, we 
may Cdl you about other products or services 
offered by the Legal & General Group of 
companies dial we beUevc may be of Interest io 
you. if you would prefer not to receive this 
carefully selected information, please Ucfc here Q. 


Surname (Mr/Airs/MissfMs) 


ForenameCs) 


C4DJ14 


Address _ 


Postcode, 


Date of birth- 


/ 


Tel. No. Home _ 



Tel. No. Work . 


Subt» io GovcmmcBi regulation. "Source Mkropai/WJM, on an cJf<d w bid hash based on all PEP dmgefi w«b gro® income re-invested Brora 0L11.Q5 (Lefpl & General since launch) 


Legal & 
General 



Queen Vksoda Street, London EC4N 4TP. tepnsercaivc only oflbe Legal & Genaal marketing {soup, members of which are regulated by the Personal tnvcanvHil Authorrfy and IMHO for Ur- 0f * kc; T ™Jpk Court, 0 
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HOW TO BOOST YOUR PENSION 

■ If you are not a member of a company scheme - join. 

■ Find out from the pensions office how much your retirement in- 
come is likely to be. 

■ If it is not enough - be prepared to increase contributions Into your 
scheme. 

■Investigate whether you can make top-up contributions into a com- 
pany AVC or set up a private (free-standing AVC) scheme instead. 

■If you are not in a company scheme -start a private one. 


Few pensions give enough for a comfortable retirement Abigail Montrose explains why four 0L ^ 




enough 


Prepare to retire in comfort 




may be quite happy witfi your pension. Until you tty to 

change it. 

Penalties for early retirement, penalties for varying 
contributions, even penalties for dying. Yra begin, to wonder 
just whose pension h is. 

You see, in order to pay commission to brokers and 
middlemen, some companies impose severe penalties cm their 
personal pension plans, should you wish to make changes. 

Happily, The Equitable Life has never paid commission to 
third parties for the introduction of new business. You don’t 
have to commit yourself to paying identical co n t ri bu tions every 
year. And, should you decide to retire early, your benefits 
would be exactly the same as if you had chosen that date 
initially. 

What is more, you have the reassurance of knowing that 
your pension fund, is in the hands of one of the finest 
investment teams in the UJC 

If you'd Kke to know more, call (0990) 38 48 58 or send off 
the coupon below for further information by post and by 
telephone. 

www.equhable.co.uk 


For jour security your Telephone call may be recorded 
LiforrnatkWadvkrc wiD only be given on Equitable group products 
Regulacd by the Etersoful Investment Authority 
the bquisuu ure. fkeposi wdon stbeet miauK buccnghamshde hmi tbs 


Being in a- pension scheme 
does not automatically guar- 
antee a good pension, in fan, 
just one in five workers is on 
trade for a comfortable retire- 
ment, according to a recent 
survey by Nat West Life, the in- 
vestment arm of Nat West Bank. 

| The survey suggests that on 
average we need £179 a week 
to make life comfortable in 
retirement This figure repre- 
sents half national earnings, so 
those earning more will need a 
larger pension to retain their 
standard of living in retirement 

The basic state pension for 
a single person is £62.45 a 
week, or £99.80 for a married 
couple. Employees who have 
contributed to the stale earn- 
ings-related pensions (Serps) 
will receive an additional state 
pension. But even if you have 
contributed throu gho ut your 
working life and retire on av- 
erage earnings, the marininm 
additional pension is £53.40 a 
week. Saving for retirement 
becomes key. 

If you are in your company's 
pension scheme, you can con- 
tribute up to 15 per cent of your 
annual salary into the scheme 
each year. Hus is on top of any- 
thing your employer is contri- 


buting. The final pension you re- 
ceive will depend on the type of 
scheme- your employer offers, 
but foe maximum pe nsio n is 
two-thirds of final salary. Few 
people wall achieve this. 

If you are in a final salary 
scheme, your company will pay 
you a pension wben you retire 
which will be based onyour final 
salary and how long you have 
been in the scheme, lb find out 
how much pension you can 
expect, speak to your personnel 
department If it looks like this 
will be inadequate, ask about 
making additional voluntary 
contributions (AVCs) to boost 
your retirement provision. 
Your company may offer its own 
AVC scheme, which is usually 
the best option. You can go to 
an outside provider but the 
charges are normally much 
higher. 

If your occupational pension 
scheme is a money purchase 
scheme, your pension contri- 
butions will be invested for you 
and your final pension pot will 
be based on the investment 
performance of the fund. You 
then use this money to buy an 
income in retirement Every 
year you will receive a statement 
telling you how your pension 



Stand out from the crowd: By checking out how much your pension will provide 


fund is performing and what the 
estimated value of it will be 
when you reach retirement 
You should ask your pension 
provider bow much income 
your pension fund is likely to 
provide when you come to 
retire. Again, if it looks like 
being inadequate you should 
consider making AVCs. 


“Those in personal pensions 
should speak either to their pen* 
sion provider or their financial 
adviser to find out if they are on 
target for an adequate pension," 
says Ian Parker of Black Horse 
Financial Services, the pen- 
sions arm of Lloyds Rank. “We 
can project how much your 
pension pot will finally be worth 


wben you retire and how much 
income this might buy you. But 
this does not take into account 
inflation, which will erode the 
buying power of your money. 

To work out the likely effects 
of inflation, ask your adviser for 
help and adjust your contribu- 
tions and pension target accord- 
ingly. According to NatWest 


$££"****•** 
20 & personal penaon 

^or^Sreliriogata 

3 “ Often- you “ 

,ate personal penSDil 

SXSfS* increased 
*^hyc 3 i either by a set amount 
^f h ^eofinflat.ore 
Unlike ocaipatxmal 
-arimum annual contributions 
Impersonal pension are age- 
£££ Under-3Ss can invest up 

to 17*5 pe r (Xnl of !5, eir S ^ ai \ 
^ch year, rising to 20 per cent 

^36to45,wifothe^ 

being 40 per cent at age bl and 

y ou also need to keep tabs 
on any different souitxs for >our 
pension provision. Jobs for Ufe 

are a Lhing of the past, so most 

of us will accrue our pension 
provision from a variety of 
sources. It's a good idea to 
keep all records of any pension 

schemes you have been in and 

your financial adviser should be 
able to help you work out ex- 
actly what provisions you have 
and how much these are likely 
to be worth. 


How to pick the best policy for a personal pension 


To- TV Equitable Life. FREEPOST VUion Street. AYLESBUKT Bud* HP21 7BR 
l«oaU vekone detail* on The Eqniubk'i petnam plm [ an xtt aaplojcd Q INPV8C 
I m U 4 'k»ied mJ not ehgiUe to join * company pcnrioc idiaar Q 

NAME (Mr Mn Mai) 



The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 


Dido Sandler looks at 
the different merits of 
unit-linked and with-, 
profits policies 

So you've finally heeded the advice and 
decided to take the pensions plunge. 
You now have to work out where to 
invest your hard-earned savings. 

If you opt for a personal pension 
you will have a wide investment choice, 
both in terms of the company you 
choose and the type of fund in which 
you invest. You will be faced with two 
main types of investment vehicles; with- 
profits and unit-linked funds. - • 

With-profits is a safety-first invest- 
ment vehicle. ft protects investors from 


the harshest swings of the stock market 
by having a “smoothing” effect on in- 
vestments. So if the markets have a 
particularly bad year, the effects are av- 
eraged out over the term of the policy. 

The mechanism that ensures this 
smoothing effect is the bonus system of 
payouts. This means filling an individ- 
ual’s pot with a proportion of the fund’s 
growth on an annual basis, and the rest 
as a final nr “t erminal" bODUS. Annual 
bonuses are guaranteed — they cannot 
be taken away from the pension poL 

The investment strategy that under- 
pins with-profits funds is relatively cau- 
tious, and the returns may be more 
timhed than those of unit-linked funds. 
This is because file system of annual 
bonuses requires a significant pro- 
portionofmoneyfo be invested in gilts 
- government loan stock with typically 
low risk and low yields. 


Mike Baugh, head of research with 
DBS, a network . of independent fi- 
nancial advisers, says: “People with 
short investment terms, that is 10 or 
so years, are probably better off with 
with-profits plans because these afford 
more protection agamst foe vicissitudes 
of the stock market. Over a longer pe- 
riod, the markets tend to even them- 
selves out, so foe protection afforded 
by with-profits is not as important” 

Don Clark, managing director of 
Wolverhampton-based advisers Torqufl 
Clark, adds: “Individuals with longer 
to go until retirement should go for 
m aximu m growth by buying into unit- 
linked funds.” But he warns: “If Trevor 
McDonald announcing on the 10 
o’dock news a faQ in the FTSE 100 of 
200 points makes you have sleepless 
nights, stick to with-profits.” 

Choosing the best with-profits fond 


is a tricky business. Bob Marriott re- 
search manager at Sedgwick Noble 
Lowndes, says: “If the free asset ratio 
- or the proportion of assets to liabil- 
ities- in a fund is high, this should lead 
to better future returns.” 

The returns, and the effect of 
rharg p*:, are more transparent with 
unit-linked funds. The structure is sim- 
ilar to unit trusts’, in that the saver’s cash 
buys into units in a collective invest- 
ment fond. This is often a “managed” 
or “balanced” fond, which contains a 
mix of a broad range of investments. 

Managed funds are seen as rela- 
tively safe because of this spread, al- 
though they are more risky than 
with-profits because a smaller pro- 
portion of the money is invested in gills. 

But managed funds are not the only 
option. Life companies have many 
funds to choose from. National Mutual, 


for example, has an overseas equity 
fond, a UK equity fond, property, new 
Far Eastern, USA and Japanese funds. 
as well as a deposit fond. So individuals 
have a greater choice with unit-linked. 
But they also need a greater degree of 
confidence to be able to switch money 
between managers. 

Factors influencing investment de- 
cisions include performance and pros- 
pects for specific sectors, and changing 
needs. If you are within five years of 
retirement, you may decide to switch 
over to a gilts- based or deposit fond, 
to avoid any last-minute market vola- 
tility imperilling your pension pot Most 
providers offer customers a phased 
transfer service, which eases them 
gently into lower-risk investments. 

Dido Sandler is a journalist at ‘Financial 
Adviser'. 
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Don’t buy 
a pension 

without a 
comparison of 
what you could 
get from each 
of the twenty 
best pension 
companies. 
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Looking for a personal pension plan that offers 
all the essential benefits and assurances? Yi ui’rv looking at it now. 

O SndexAradtingf or growth at low cost |Vf 
O Fully portable jrom Job to job (Vf 

O Low charges and no bidden extras (*f 

O Freedom to vary payments 

O Stop and start payments to suit your r j( 

circumstances * M 

O Payment protection option* ^ 

And you can start your pension plan from just £50 a month. 
Call us without obligation on 0500 65 65 65. 
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v*eneral 

trust us to deliver 
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For your free pensionline 
illustration call: 

0181 643 9663 

email: pensions@pensionline.co.uk 
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Is your scheme fit for your life? 



Flexible friends; Make sure your pension shapes up 


When you are 
saving for 20 or 30 
years rt pays to 
pick a flexible 
investment plan. 
Simon Read 
^ explains. 

Comparing persona] pensions to 
gymnasts may seem incongru- 
ous but, oddly enough, ir s fairly 
appropriate as analogies go. 
The best gymnasts are those 
who are most “bendy". I'm 
sure there’s a proper term for 
their ability to throw their 
bodies into different kinds of 
alarming shapes but. whatever 
it is, the winners have it. 

The same is true of personal 
pensions. Why? Because the key 
to success with personal 
pensions is flexibility. By its very 
nature, the personal pension is 


likely io be used bv those who 
switch jobs often, work on con- 
tract. are employed by firms that 
on t offer a company pension 
or who arc self-employed. All 
inese people need flexible fi- 
nancial arrangements. 

"Few people work for the 
same company forever anv- 
morc." points out Siobhan 
Mackey, of Clark Conway, a 
firm of independent financial 
advisers. 

You may have to take time 
otf to raise a child, you might 
become self-employed or lake 
some Lime out to go travelling. 
You might want to retire early 
or you may become ill and not 
be able to work and therefore 
you would make no contri- 
butions. These lifestyle changes 
will all have an effect on you and 
your pension planning." 

Finding a flexible pension 
arrangement among the tradi- 
tional pension suppliers can 
prove tricky. Most frown upon 
the notion of taking time off 
from your pension or of paying 
in irregular amounts at differ- 


ent times, and may penalise you 
for doing so. 

On the other hand, direct 
pensions providers use flexibility 
as a major selling point. “We 
only charge £2 per contribution 
rather than making a monthly 
charge as other do.*' soys Gor- 
don Maw of Virgin Direct. “So 
if you want to opt out while 
pregnant or miss payments at 
Christmas, for instance, you 
won’t be incurring any charges." 

Limited flexibility is available 
from traditional pension prov- 
iders in terms of missing pay- 
ments, but only at a cost. As 


Siobhan Mackey explains: 
"Some of the problems of lack 
of flexibility with traditional 
plans can be quashed by invest- 
ing in low-cost waiver of pre- 
mium, which protects your 
payments in the event that you 
arc unable to work because of 
ill health." 

For the greatest flexibility 
you should look for schemes 
that give you the choice of pay- 
ing in monthly premiums, ir- 
regular amounts, or investing a 
larger lump sum once a year. In 
effect, you’re looking For a 
scheme which allows you to con- 


tribute to your pension when 
you can afford to. 

Many of the more modern 
schemes will nowadays allow 
you to take payment holidays 
and they are worth seeking 
ouL For example, this means 
that if you are self-employed 
and have a particularly bad 
year, you can save on your pen- 
sion contributions and use the 
cads to put back in the business, 
which can be crucial for those 
who experience cash-flow prob- 
lems. Likewise, if you fall preg- 
nant and want to go off and look 
after the child during pre-school 
years, you can do so without 
penalty. 

"Charges can have a major 
effect on your fund," says Siob- 
han Mackey. “Get your adviser 
to explain the key features doc- 
ument which sets out charges. 
You will then be able to com- 
pare different pensions on the 
basis of their charges." 

Of course, performance is 
the ultimate factor in deter- 
mining whether your pension 
will be any good or noL Sadly, 


this is not something you can 
ever guarantee. But finding the 
right investment means being 
informed about the different op- 
portunities available. There are 
high-risk and low-risk oppor- 
tunities and it is possible to mix 
and match to get a good com- 
bination of both. 

Do bear in mind that you 
could be investing for several 
decades. “The performance of 


different funds may not look like 
much year on year but it all adds 
up," says Siobhan Mackey. 
“Over the last 20 years, the dif- 
ference between the best and 
worst performing funds has 
been double, if not more." 

Keeping regular checks on 
your pension fund performance 
as you approach retirement is a 
sensible strategy. You’ll find 
that you should get annual state- 


ments from your provider. These 
will give you an idea whether 
you need to increase your contri- 
butions, within the limits, to 
reach your pension target. 

For most of us, pension 
planning is likely to be a 20 or 
30-year business. Decisions 
made now may need to be re- 
visited in five, 10 or 20 years 
time as circumstances and 
needs change. 


CHOOSING THE RIGHT PENSION 

The kind of pension you are looking for should allow you to: 
■Stop and start your contributions without penalty 
■Increase or decrease contributions without penalty 
■Have a charging structure which does not penalise you in the 
early years 

■Choose between different funds at will and with little or no 
penalty 

■Switch to a lower-risk fund when close to retirement 
■Have payments made for you when you are unable to work 


Deal direct - and 
you can keep the 
middleman’s cut 

Cheaper charges, no salesmen at your 
door — a new breed of providers are 
now offering pensions over the phone. 
Simon Read and Tony Lyons report. 


- Buying a pension over the 
™ phone offers convenience and 
cost savings. You can simply sit 
back at home and dial the com- 
pany of your choice. By cutting 
out the middleman and not 
having to pay commission to ad- 
visers, this new breed of pension 
providers is more cost-effective. 

The concept has been hugely 
successful, prompting many 
others - sceb as Eagle Star, 
Scottish Widows and Legal & 
General - to join the throng. 

Like Direct Line, which has 
recently joined the list of direct 
pension providers, many are 
relative newcomers to pensions, 
such as Virgin, Marks & Spencer 
and investment trust managers 
such as Foreign & Colonial, 
Flemings and Edinburgh Fund 
. Managers. 

^ The best direct plans offer 
flexible policies that meet the 
lifestyle needs of their cus- 
tomers. They allow premiums to 
be increased, lowered or even 
stopped at wiU, without penalty. 
But even better, they do not 
carry the high charges of their 
traditional competitors. 

But have these cost-cutting 
companies had the same effect 
as direct insurers had in the mid- 
1980 s, of bringing overall prices 
down? The short answer is no. 
At least, not yet 

But the si gns, albeit tentative, 
are that some companies are 
Responding to the telephone 
proriders’ challenge. “We’ve 
seen a move away from the hor- 
rible reduced initial allocation 
system," says Gordon Maw, 
marketing manager at Virgin 
Direct- “Many traditional pen- 
sion providers are now intro- 
ducing level initial allocation.” 

Under the traditional charg- 
ing structure, the bulk of charges 
was incurred upfront. This 
meant that only a small per- 
centage of your pension contri- 
butions at the begi nn i n g; the 
reduced ini dal afloca tiop,was ac- 
tually added to your pension poL 

But some direct proriders 


still accuse traditional compa- 
nies of levying excessive fees by 
underhand means. “The charges 
have just been redistributed 
across the lifetime of the 
policy," explains Mr Maw. He 
points to the fact that, unlike 
many traditional pension 
providers. Virgin has no bid- 
offer spread. The spread is the 
price between buying and sell- 
ing investments and is. in effect, 
a turn, or profit, made by some 
pension managers. 

But choosing a pension on 
price alone could be a huge mis- 
take. You must also look at the 
potential performance of the 
fund you choose to invest in. In- 
vestment strategy is also crucial 
when planning your retirement 
fund. There are high-risk and 
low-risk opportunities and it’s 
possible to mix and match to get 
a good mixture of both with 
most providers. 

Virgin Direct, for instance, 
offers just two funds - a stock 
market index tracker to produce 
growth for the early years and 
an income fund which investors 
are switched into as they get 
within sight of retirement to 
protect their capitaL 

Not all the direct pension 
providers offer such a limited 
range. Eagle Star, which entered 
the market 15 months ago, of- 
fers a variety of funds, plus the 

opportunity of allocating vary- 
ing amounts of cash between 
them. Edinburgh Fund Man- 
agers offers 36 funds from dif- 
ferent investment houses while 
Fleming Investment Trust Man- 
agement offers 25 funds. Mer- 
chant Investors Assurance, the 
first company to move into di- 
rect pensions back in February 
1995, offers 23 funds. 

TTie Independent ' is offering 
readers a five 'Guide id Direct Pen- 
sions', written by Nic Cicutii this 
paper's personal finance editor, 
and sponsored by Eagle Star Di- 
rect. Fora copy cad 0800 776666, 
or jiff in the coupon below. 
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A Merchant Investors pension is an 
easy, convenient and flexible pension 

The charges are low 

You can vary your contributions 
without charge. 

Pay no commission when 
you buy direct. 

No sales person 
will bother you. 


Merchant Investors 

Assurance 

Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority 
and part of Allianz - one of Europe's largest insurers. 

i Mail this coupon to: Merchant Investors Assurance 1 
Company limited. Freepost BS 6013, Bristol BS1 2U2 | 
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Ribena running parts or a 
multinational drugs busi- 
ness. Unfortunately, the deal 
had been billed as a marriage 
of equals, so a climbdown 
was the only way ouL 
There is certainty an in- 
surance meiger in the offing. 
In one of the worst kept se- 
crets of the week. Commer- 
cial Union announced it 
would be bedding down with 
General AccidenL Using the 
mechanism of a share offer 
from CU, a new company is 
to be formed entitled 
“CGLT- It could have been 
worse. In the past, Commer- 
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tax-free 

income. 


The new Scottish Widows Corporate Bond PEP b a way of 
Investing that offers the potential for a higher, steadier 
income than building society or bank deposit IBS] 

. FKl ENDp' 

accounts. Tins is because the PEP alms to produce U*JEI» 
an income chat doesn't fluctuate the way interest. nues can, 
although interest rate changes can affect the capital value of 
thb type of PEP t 

What’s more, all your income b currently tax-free. You 
can invest anything from £1,000 up to £6,000 - and yon 
could expect an income of around 6-5835 pjL 

If your savings aren't paying you that Idnd of return - 
tax-free -shouldn't you think about moving your money? 


Broii'’M to '•■.Jit b\ .tn winnisn- tc.im. 


The bond team which manages the Scottish Widow* Corporate 
Bond Trust In which the PEP Invests has Jun won a Standard 8t Poor's 
Micro pal Award 1997**. This prestigious award recognises the team's 
ability to balance risk and good po rf i nm*. Which b another good 
reason to call Scottish Widows. 


For more information call now, or return the coupon. 

0845 845 4000 

Quote nfci e ac e na 31GDM1 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


Please return ibis coupon toe Scottish Widows, Customer Services Deputsaeat, FREEPOST EH2920, 16 Bernard Street, Edinburgh EH66PE 

Pint 
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Home Due of Birth 


qenloUKfartmaiblgdmtr IS aid nOdaii ki die UK for tax paipoo. 

Wrftdl aewr eukr nor same Bid KUrwniliblctnadwriapikanm. Haw «e ftaomatamflyteljM abaut oar other pnaliidmaod sNm«Wi we Mew: wtlbeefbamt to job. 
5foumUpc(EriMiaM(heA|ilakniallai,|ikfaflULlUrtB.Q M »im» K a « t B: lliDMI 


*Eitlnwt«d Income Yield 6.58% p.s. at at 9.2.S8. EstlouMd Grots Redemption VWd 5.77% pa. as at 9.2.98 aft-r deduction of eharges. mils could mean j«u don’t pet back Um 
full amount jo ii Invested. The valuo of units and any Income from them may go dawn as well as up. Mom than 36% in value of the fond's I nv astm an ts may consist of Government 
and other public securities issued by the same itsuer|s). Th assumptions are subject » statutory change and the nine to an Investor of any tan advantages depends an personal 
circumstances. The taa treatment of PEP* wilt change in April 1 ggg as explained more fully in the Kay Features leaflet. With a buihfiug society deposit account yauf capital is Secure. 
••First place Lout of 471 twi 10 ytin for the performance of the Scottish Widows Assurance Fixed interest Fund In (be UK GUI and Fixed Interest Sector. For your protection your 
cat!* to Scottish Widows may be recorded or moniioied. Issued by Scottish Widows Investment Management Limited. Regulated by the Personal investment Authority and IMHO. 


A ND IF YOUR HMD daqs dut 
at fte men matin of the ward 
mSBai, conader tbs: If you add 
up jour lifetime eanrags - pad and 
- you wi see flat jw wffl ahnost 
certainly earn a fertuoe in jour lifetime, 
kemdd add up to a milBon pounds - or 
more. 

The trouble is, ftemostpeopleyBfD 
cam it -and spend it 

Of cause, what you raid be doing is 
taking this fbrtnae anl taring some of ft 
into another fortune - tbe one you wit 
to end up with. 

But you'll probably say 

jmfre been too Iraqi to attend 

to this yourself _ or perhaps 
imaging money today just 
seems too oompfiolEd. 

Maybe you think you 
sbould entrust you money to 
an expert If you do, you may 
be (BsappuM The shocking 

truth is many professional 

fund manages are nol much 
good at what they do. Most of than do 
mare poorly than the Stodmarket as a 
whole. The oniy certainty abort letting 
othen manage your mcney is that you'd 
let them bdp themselves to a drank of it 
through their fees. 

M net the wifebAacrepted Random 
Walk theory says that you win beat the 
pros at picking shares by simply 
bfadfobBng yourself and sticking a pin in 
toe share tide to jour newspaper 
IncredUe, but true. 

Look at trit trusts. The vast nqoify 
of them imderperfonn toe Stodonasket 
in genad wer time. They ykmM bwe 
actually lot you money compared to 


IF YOCT) LIKE TO RETIRE 

WITH A MILLION - 
START TAKING YOUR 

OWN ADVICE. 


“At last it is possible for a normal human being to 
learn the ins-and-outs of money-management and 
investing without all sorts of pompous and confusing 
technical twaddle - 

The Successful Personal Investing programme from 
IRS is like a great breath of fresh air." 

Douglas Moffitt TV and Ratio Financial Commentator 


cunapBca l ed - and too baffling, hi short, 
they’re stuck They are successful in 
many other respect! But when it anas 
to investing and money management 
they have no real plan. All because there's 
been no snqrie way to get started. That k 
until now- 

SUCCESSFUL PERSONAL INVESTING 
(SPD is toe much acclaimed, upkMhe- 
minute, ‘hands-on’, self-instruction 
course in investing aaod money 
n a raggnent that you follow at home _ 
at jourwn pace _ wth no presRire. 


So tbe Question k Why pay fet 
oomnosaons and "inana^ment fees' to 
haveasKaDed professional manage your 
money? 

What about seeking advice from a 
fctttttf advnor - someone wtol fix 
you sound and impartial advice on what 
bed to do with your Inntatfed mane£ 

Well, joute gwgto^awtola* 
quite hard. ' 

FirstiR most ftandal advisors aren’t 

jrefcpendenLTheyYenrteOT 
call themselves that Tint's because 


by-step hew to bu 3 d jour own financial 
independence _ aid how to take the 
rn&ion or a youl probably earn m your 
Efetimt and get started on building the 
nation you want to aid up with _ and all 
without depending on some “expert" _ 


Fhfl - you'll quickly see how to 
"anooreT up to an extra CJMO a year to 
invest - money joj probably dufot even 
know you had. 

Second - you'll be surprised at how 
easy A is to leam hw to evahode pension 
schemes - gilts , shares - ftuanal 
Equity Plans _ Enterprise Investment 
Schemes „ property investments - 
ample strategies that can slash your tax 
bill - in fact all the inqnrtant areas of 
investing and money management 
Third - And mqbe most rewarding, 

you’ll team in detail about a incite of 
aafty but simple Ijehind-the-scaies" 


mark. 

The bull case was given 
farther endorsement this 
week by that other insurer, 
GRE, offering to repay dose 
to £ 200 m to shareholders. 
Heavens knows if a boll trap 

exists out there, but it seems 
as though our rampant ani- 
mal managed to side-step 
the opposition - this week at 
least But don't ever forget 
that a trend is only a trend 
until it stops. 

Brian Tom is chairman of the 
Gmg Middleton Investment 
Strategy Committee. 


at more if you’re a higberrete tzxpaya 

Of coune iherefc a good ded more. 

But as you on are Successful Pnsoml 
Investing is definitely not just some 
collection of "hot tips'" or boring 
tedmidnanbujumbo. 

Always ev«aytf^BspeSd outstep 
by-step, Ble a simple recipe. So you take 
just those steps that are right for your 
own circumstances, 

BEAR IN WND TOO, that tfo pubfater 
of SFl Independent Research Sendees 
Ltd, is not [inked in any waytomy vested 
interests, ft is not connected with any 
Stockbroker or Insurance 

Agmcy or Unit That or the 

to like _ ami it has no ' 

|tid commissioned Salesmen or 

ing Agents So you can be 

absobdeiy sure that wfaift ym 
om Irani wfll be for no one's 
bowfitbiiyouis 
Id's face it - most people ■ 
_ spod more time pbnoing * 

fortnight's holiday than 
learning how to manipulate their raoney. • •• 

Surprismgbt SPI takes only a copt • 1 

of hain of your time a month. There h ,.L 
nobuniH^ofthenHdnyituL . ^ 

, ^ awyWng gut rt.-.'A 

does hdp. SPi shows you howtostart 
mewaytpwanfehawngthandliM.^-^ 
being afafe to tell youneif tod jai'iea -• 
‘jwDjorairc'. So, beWe your mind 


MAiiity LU hCH fUT 

J^JutannwigEttoiookorerthe 


THE SPI COURSE starts with the basics 
and then goes on to the “bite of the 
hale* - the simple, tried and true 


find out abort at alL The kind that can 
often boost your returns a, 30 . even 50 
per cent more - sometimes just m 
months ■ not years 

FOR EXAMPLE, a fiiie technique called 

a “straddte", Ids you bet that the 
StodniBrioa go up - and at 6 k sane 

time bet .that ft wfll go down - believe it or 
not, it is petfodty possWe to make a 


■~- 6 BUUH HA W.- 

JjWtty posting toe coupon befep. 

And whatever you decide, Usson 1 is 
yours to keep - FREE 


Walter Sinclair FCA. 

fokpatdmt fea^- 
fSSLfS nmes.of- 


IMUUN0IW UM* M49WW/W 11* J#J VUM 4UU 

toen pyramid profits to build wealto ewi 
fester. 


. , “ r-vn-wmu; wjwerea 

^hwywanirseyourpenam Abingdon, 

I In him 17711 nh, einm ... -j. . 



maagea to id fair products, and thek 
products -alone. TheyVe really just 
alesoan. 

So wte about tome who are domed 
to oil themselves independent froandal 
advisers? Consider this fed: most IFAs 
pan torir Bring bum comanssat from 
toe products toey sdL Yet some of toe 
best mwsbwnls « nn by firms which 
pay no oommisrion. How Bidy do you 
tooftitB totyflbeonyourIR&shorffist 
of rawnmeixW investaients there's a 
coaHms a ai-paying firm offering 2 
remotely rimOar prochrct? 

But -ktltfeg it - most people find 
todays world of personal finances too 


B MssaaMaii;~~ -r 

3 ) You may cancel this arai^neM at any tirne, and ditto out of them * i. 

Onthabasis.plmisMtmtliefirdtwlttstm.mt&m i 

xxkixms-vpat { 
wmf /tafw/M ^ ^ Lessen J.faz ; |:- 


back Lesson 2- 

5wrotr/MB<»B/lh1 



BRIAN TOBA 

The bu.li »rvh«M»A«^ : 

° d3i Union has been toora 

asCUACOsndjcPff^ 
kwesome. Holders of d partner GAFLA*^ 

S%“ reas0 “ a, £ Sae^ninS ^ ™ 

consider themselves m aoonyms together as *«» 

among the losers. porate identity- ^ . 
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Crewe’s 
missile: Silver 
Seraph, left, is 
the first new 
Rolls-Royce 
since 1980. 
The Peugeot 
200, far left, 
and the 
supercharged 
Jaguar XKR, 
below, also 
took a bow at 
Geneva 



GENEVA SHOW 


The future looks wacky 

Next week’s Geneva Motor show wiii see the Next season's cars were unveiled at the Swiss motor show. 

..unveiling of new versions of some of Europe’s 

*best selling cars. Yet the star of the show is likely Gavin Green previews some of the radical new designs 

to be a small-volume British luxury car. & 


The oew Rolls-Royce Silver Seraph is the 
first new Rolls since 1980. It is also proof that 
there is life yet in the old girl who stands, arms 
outstretched, on top of the Rolls radiator. 
Rolls’s owner, Vickers, also hopes it will prove 
to doubters that Rolls is a healthy, vibrant com- 
pany that’s worth buying rather than - as some 
suspect - a quaint 'Edwardian -leftover. A de- 
cision is expected shortly on who will be the 

BMW, which is supplying engines for the new 
car, is favourite to buy the company, although 
various British bidders - possibly in partner- 
ship with BMW - are also possibilities. 

The Silver Seraph is a large, stately car, un- 
mistakably a Rolls. It looks like a softer-edged 
version of-the current Silver Dawn - in turn 
merely a rebadged version of the 1980 vintage 
Silver Spirit - but is in fact all new. Power cranes 
.from a BMW 5.4-litre VIZ good for 322bhp. 

^ The car still boasts a hand-assembled cab- 
in, using the finest woods and leathers. It is, 
however, the first Rolls ever made on a mov- 
ing production line - some 80 years after Henry 
Ford first pioneered the concept. The auto- 
mated line is a new feature of the Crewe fac- 
tory and is part of Rolls’s drive to reduce 
manufacturing costs, better to enable it to com- 
pete with Germany's luxury makers. 

Prices haven’t been announced, though they 
are bound to be higher than the current Sil- 
ver Dawn, which starts at £123,000. Modern 
the Silver Seraph may be in some ways, but it 
is still a gas-guzzler. It weighs 23 tons and pro- 
duces a meagre 163 mpg on the combined EU 
fuel economy cycle. Few owners, cosseted in 
the luxurious cabin, thick-pile carpet underfoot, 
#e likely to be bothered by the price of fuel. 

In April, the Silver Seraph’s Bentley equiv- 
alent. the Araage, goes on sale. The new Bent- 
ley saloon uses mostly Silver Seraph 
mechanicals but features a twin-turbo BMW 
4.4-Iitre V8 engine rather than the smoother 
but less thrusting VIZ 

Another British star of Geneva will be the 


Jaguar XKR, a supercharged version of the 
XK8 coupe. The XKR is the fastest Jaguar pro- 
duction car ever. Styling changes over the nor- 
mal XK8 include an XJR-like meshed grille, 
twin body-coloured bonnet louvres and small 
boot lid spoiler. New-style 18-inch wheels are 
standard. Sales start in May. at about £60,000. 
Rolls ’s engine supplier. BMW, is also in for 


i. It-is launching theoew 3-series, — Laguoa-and-M£gane). 


to debut at Geneva, the Zo is a cross between 
beach buggy, four-wheeled motorcycle and 
piece of mobile architecture. Designed by Scot 
Ken Melville, port of Renault’s vast, Paris^jased 
team of international designers (under the lead- 
ership of Patrick Lc Qudment), the Zo features 
Europe's first direct-injection petrol engine- 
(soon (o find its way under the snouts of the 


the latest version of its biggest selling model, 
destined for the UK in September. It’s a crack- 
ing car, as you’d expect, with a range of four- 
and six-cylinder engines. Pity it looks so much 
like the outgoing model, though. 

Alongside the Rolls, Geneva’s biggest news 
story is the launch of the Ford Escort replace- 
ment The new hatchback won’t be called Es- 
cort bringing to a dose the career of one of 
the most successful badges in European motor- 
ing history. Few details have been released, but 
the new Ford will be a radical-looking car and 
a major gamble for what was once Europe’s 
most conservative car maker. 

Less intriguing saloon and estate versions 
will also be on offer, when the “new Escort” 
hits British roads in October. The old Escort 
will continue in production, as a cheaper and 
more conservative option, until 2000. 

Another likely huge seller on show at 
Geneva is the new Renault Clio. The little hatch 
has even cuter styling than before, with a par- 
ticularly unusual “double curvature” rear 
screen, and boasts more room and better qual- 
ity. UK sales start in May. 

As well as making some of Europe’s more 
intriguing production cars, Renault is probably 
Europe’s best maker of concept cars, and can 
turn the apparently weird and wacky into pro- 
duction reality. Remember the extraordinary 
Sport Spider, unveiled five years ago? It’s now 
available in Europe from your nearest Renault 
dealer. 

The Zo is another way-out concept car that 
could well make it into limited production. Set 


It has bee tie-wing-like “scissor” doors, that 
swing up electrically at the touch of a door catch, 
and a McLaren FI -like three-seat arrangement, 
with the driver centre-mounted and his two bade 
seat riders behind and to the side. Other nov- 
elties include hydraulically controlled ride 
height adjustment, to turn your Zo from a sports 
car into an a ff- reading beach buggy. Flick a 
lever, and ride height rises by 10cm. One low- 
tech touch: there is no roof. As with the Sport 
Spider, if it rains you simply have to zip up your 
anorak. Nor is there a windscreen. 

Honda is set to unveil three new cars at the 
Geneva Show, including a new supermini 
aimed at the Ford Fiesta and VW Polo. The 
new baby car, codenamed J-BX, is described 
by Honda as being “very close to a production 
car”. It is based on the Logo model sold in 
Japan, and uses a 13-litre 65bbp four-cylinder 
engine. A CVT auto gearbox may be offered 


on top of the normal five-speed manual. 

The J-BX will represent Honda's return to 
the small car market in Europe. The newcomer 
may be built in Honda's UK factory, in Swin- 
don. Among its rivals will be the new Toyota 
Funtime, to be built in Valenciennes in north- 
ern France, scheduled to go on sale next year. 

The two other Honda newcomers at Gen- 
eva are concept vehicles first shown at last Oc- 
tober's Ibkyo Show. Both are scheduled for 
production. They're the RAV-4 rivalling J-WJ 
mini 4x4 and the CRX-based J-VX coupe. 
Peugeot is showing a handsome bur unusual 
— showcar-in-Geneva, tbe20Heari, which-gjves — - 
a good indication of the upcoming 207 small 
hatchback model. The Geneva concept car is 
a hardtop coupe that, at the touch of a but- 
ton, transforms into a convertible. Yet, look be- 
yond the clever roof- which stows in the boot 
- and you’ll get a dear picture of the new 207, 
the successor to the old. massively popular 205, 
which fills the gap in the market between the 
Peugeot 106 and 306 models. 

The ZOHeart concept car comes with either 
1.4 or 1.6 petrol engines. These are all features 
of the upcoming 207, although that car win also 
get a range of turbo-diesel engines. Just as sig- 
nificant, the 20Heart presages Peugeot’s new 
corporate style. 

The 207 is due to appear at the Paris Show 
in October. Peugeot expects it to be its best sell- 
ing model. A coupe version is likely. So is a 
retractable-roof convertible model similar to 
the 20Heart. 
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A safe ride — but with 
the fun dialled out 

Is the Carina’s successor, the Avensis, any 
less dull? Roger Bell gives ft a going over 


Toyota’s outgoing Carina E 
was to car buffs what cricket 
is to Americans: a home-run 
short of entertainment. Thie, 
it was nicely made, reliable 
and economical. These quali- 
ties made the Carina a sales 
success, but contributed to its 
character bypass. 

Despite the E suffix (de- 
noting that our homespun 
version was Euro-friendly), 
the Carina was never an en- 
dearing companion. A dish- 
washer on cold rinse aroused 
more passion. 

So how feres its replace- 
ment, the Avensis? The 
change of name reflects Tby- 
ota’s anxiety to distance the 
newcomer from the Carina. 
The Avensis is described in 
the blurb as a “dynamic new 
challenger ... with more 
emotional appeal.” Let’s see. 

The Avensis is a neat 
good-looker Lhat gels its 
share of admiring glances. 
Adventurous it is not, inside 
or out. 

Mainstream conservatism 
rules, OK. right down to the 
plastic “wood” on the fascia. 
Although the saloon and 
“liftback" (Tbyota-speak for 
hatchback) are shorter than 
the Carina, the wheelbase is 
longer, so there’s more room 
inside. By Moodeo/ Cavalier/ 
406 standards, accommoda- 
tion is at least competitive. 
Even the saloon has folding 
backseats. 

What struck me first was 
how quiet the Avensis was. 
The test 2.0-litre GLS - at 
£16.845 a mid-priced model - 
was, I swear as hushed as the 


£50,000 Mercedes 430E V8 1 
had just vacated. Efficient 
sealing (and low-drag body- 
work) accounts for the low 
level of wind whoosh. 

While there is nothing 
special about the ride, it is a 
lot better than that of the jig- 
gjy Carina. Exceptional com- 
fort stems from embracing 
front seats and a driving posi- 
tion that 1 found dose to per- 
fection. 

So, is the Avensis a re- 
warding drive? It is certainly 
an improvement on the Cari- 
na, which had a steering link- 
age fabricated from extruded 
pasta - or so it felt. The 
Avensis turns into corners, 
and sweeps through round- 
abouts, with much greater 
poise and resolution. 

It still lacks the crispness, 
though, of Ford’s excellent 
Mondeo. The easy controls 
are designed to flatter the in- 
ept rather than excite the en- 
thusiast. 

With three body styles, 
four engines - 1.6, 1.8 (both 
economical lean-burn units), 
2.0 and 2.0 diesel - and four 
trim packages, there’s an 
Avensis to suit most people's 
needs. Even the cheapest, 
the £13,995 1.6S liftback, has 
anti-lock brakes, electric win- 
dows/ minors and an engine 
immobiliser. All the others 
have air-conditioning. 

Anyone in the market for 
sound, safe, quiet comfort- 
able mid-range famil y wheels 
will find in the Avensis a 
pleasant well-made con- 
tender. Fun seekers should 
look elsewhere. 



Specifications 
Price: £16,845 on the road. 
Engine: I998cc, four cylinders, 
16 valves, !26bhp at 5400 rpm. 
Transmission: five-speed 
manual (auto optional), front- 
wheel drive. 

Performance: top speed 
I25mph. 0-60mph in 93 
seconds. Fuel consumption 
34.0m pg combined. 


Rivals 

Alfa Romeo 156 


1.8. £172573. 


Not cheap, but great to drive. 
ZO Twin Spark even quicker. 
Citroen Xantia ZO SX, 
£16360. Attractive styling, lots 
of character, unique 
suspension. 

Daewoo Leganza ZO CDX. 
£14,995. Keen price but 
Leganza lacks character and 
driver appeal 
Ford Mondeo ZO GLX, 
£16,495. An excellent all- 
rounder, with wide choice of 
engines, equipment packages. 




MY WORST CAR: 

EMMA MORMA N’S MINI METRO 


3 suppose my worst car has 
to be the one I drive right 
now, and to be honest that 
is my fault rather than the 
Mini Metro’s. Come to 
think of it, just about any 
problem I’ve had with a 
car has been down to me. 
My very first car was a 
Volkswagen Beetle and 
that was brilEanL I ran it 
when I was in the sixth 
form at schooL It had bags 
of character and was 
incredibly reliable - until, 
that is, I derided to bunk 
off school. 

A friend and I took off 
for the afternoon and as 
we bombed down a dual 
carriageway I noticed that 
the oil warning light was 
blinking at me. I wasn’t at 
all sure what to do next, 
but my level-headed 
friend said I should pull 
over. It was too late; the 


damage had been done. 
I’d never realised that a 
car needed oil. The 
knock-on effects were 
costly. 

Not only did I have to 

save up for a replacement 

engine: obviously I got 

found out for bunking off 
school- 

At I’ve learnt my 

lesson; these days I 

have to: the ofl warning 
light blinks at me just 
about all the time. Not 
onlv that, die petrol gauge 
is on the blink, so I 

constantly have to top up 

too 

i-ssssw 

Wai it or won I it break 
down? At least those 


problems I can blame on 
the car. The rest is my 
fault. 

I admit it is a bit of a 
tip inside, but I’m so busy 
that I have lunch on the 
move and the debris ends 
up in Lhe footwells. The 
boot looks like a cross 
between a newsagent’s 
and an off-licence. That’s 
because I cart around old 
newspapers and bottles 
for recycling. 

The great thing about 
having a scruffy car, 
which even has moss 
growing on the roof, is no 
one ever bothers me for a 
lift. 

Emma Norman ( daughter 
of Barry) is presenter of the 
‘Radio Times Show’ on UK 
Style, showing daily at 2pm 
and 6pm . She was talking 
to James Ruppert 


MOTORING 


BMW 


Mill .ioOi v8 


Auto, L-reg, Cosmos 
black, leather Interior, air 
xin, Sony CD, one owner 
67,000 miles, BMWfsb 

£15,450 

Tel: 01625 873309 


Citroen 


Registration Numbers 


MARKET RESEARCH 33 DAISY HILL DRIVE. CHCRLEY PR5 SN 


Xantia 

2.1TDSX 

Estate 

Mutu Meta*. If teg, WOO 
ndc% IuIHsUhy. air com* toning, 
2.1 bn- Turbo Dies d Engne. Quite 
aipnb bbi at A pj to Jrlw. 
yrjr, KdftturV wananfy. 
EseceBent at £ 14.995 
01442 B 71 234 Main Dealer 


XANT1AV6 EXCLUSIVE 

Otmaon Red MataSe. St Reg. 
5.500 mfles, ftdl hiso* 
Electric Sunroct Air Con, 
Black Leather ITIm, CD Plajn 
3 Due V6. 194bh? Engine. 
Auto-reacthe Oeertw. Citroen 
at its best \fay good buy ax 

£ 16,995 

01442 671234 Stare Owns 


Peugeot 



BW737D 2600 ♦ WT 


DA 44 

4020 DP 
9(7631 
ESS 74 
FAZC3 
FX 6304 
FJMS79 
FM 8806 
5 PS 
FXB340 
AEADD 
B38GEA 
Gfl-56 


PQA NOW 

&000 ♦ W 
3,490 *w 
1,600 * W 
aoo » w 
1-300 NOW 
1,700 NOW 
1,500 +W 
4500 NOW 
500 NOW 
500 * W 
1200 ♦ W 
2500 ♦ W 
COW 257 1,000 f W 
B4DGWD 1 AS NOW 
H4 NON 1,000 ♦ W 
1,300 ♦ W 
1,000 * W 
800 ♦ W 

aoo + w 

800 +W 
1 500 . W 
1,000 * OT 


H4TTS 

KAZ40I 

HAZ402 

HAZ403 

HAZ404 

HK474I 

HRFM 


J4GB0IY 500 * W 
J3046 3JOO ♦ W 
JLB65 1,200 * W 
JMB IjHH * WI 
846 KAB 1J00 ♦ W 
KDL482 TOO ♦ W 
9S2KMQ 1300 ♦ W 
K051B4 800 » W 

750KYC GOO * W 
LAB 305 13)0 NOW 
LE03CY 9Q0 ♦ W 
7B2LAIT MOO * W 
LYJlfl 1JBQ0 NOW 
2MA 12300 NOW 
MB 9688 800 »W 
M3RCX 2300 NOW 
3806 Iff 1.750 NOW 
MBLKS 1.200 + WT 
MU 3*5 1,200 * W 
5125 IL 1,400 NOW 
UUV99 1300 ♦ W 
MPH6W 800 * W 
WW2SE 500 » W 
MG EX 1300 + HO- 


BS) NT 1350 NOW 
pmaax 500 row 
PTI7874 1300 » W 
9QPOR 2300 
7PW -10300 NOW 
RDM 73 2300 « WT 
PEG944X 600 *W 
2S3RH 3.000 + WT 
1300 * WT 
2.750 NOW 
600 * OT 
1200 4 W 
2200 ♦ W 
2200 NOW 
2300 NOW 
2300 NOW 
3300 * W 
1,400 ♦ W 
2300 ♦ W 
5300 »W 
1200 ♦ W 
1300 NOW 
1300 NOW 
1200 ♦ WT 


RN3B9 

RT237 

69BFFTU 

SFR523 

S23 

TAH53 

TER 27 

era 

UP4 

WA2KC 

WD 12 

IWBA 

XLX35 

XUH4 

XUH5 

YB7794 


DVLA AUCTION OF ATTRACTIVE REGISTRATION MARKS 
if you are ccWBraptatho a bid please conatfer the benefits cl expert aMcg 
Mpro^con^PhenjnrBinftif mi BK w .eganOat’«hBnconilTgto»bld 
decision; oOMnrtse you may hadwitandy bid too much or bo Ida 


phone: 01257 482305 


SAAB 


m 


In Ea« AngBe 

Largest selection d Saab 
Approved and otter classic 
used Saab care 


m 


rrvN 


Cvnbridge 
Tab 01228 236S7S 


Legal Notices 


SHEPSHED BUILDING 
SOCIETY gives notice 
according to Rule 50(1) that 
the basic mortgage BUCrtst 
rale will be inoaased to 
8.40% per annum as from 1st 
March 1998. 

By Order of the Board 
G, AISBITT 

Oricf Executive and Director 


L^al Notices 


TO WHOM TT MAY 
CONCBN 

L Mcola Anne badands al 337 Fur 
Fold C orn s Vitae* Mantfeaer 
M 28 7 DL Maried Wkmn havoa far 
Ae ba six morehs or sue canid on 
the Bade or ca&Kpf a Sandddi Bat 
Pramtor HEREBY Qv£ YOU 
NOTICE dot I mend c asphr id te 
UrenstaB |o«iw far the tty at 
Mandiea e t Own Sqine, 
Mandsster MSO 1 PR tUoe at d» 
Tiarafcr Soto to be held a die 
MjBfauta Com. an Thadiy the 
19 tfi*y rf 1998 A 1030 an 
tor the Pwiocnil pare d me of a new 
uta Ucwe adhafebf me to «fl 
by nail MBdobng Bqupr of ail 
degU pbore far cona ww on ON or 
OFF- the premise; aft ate A Unit 1 . 
Heren House, Lincoln Stpare, 
Mndaoer 2 and bi be bsma The 
Uneofa’ and td which said nrepeny 
ManchesterOyCcaidlatetnecMn' 

Dated *o 2 fth day of Febnay 1998 
HALUTOL LANDAU, 

9 James's Coua, Brown Sues, 

Mandietfer M 2 9 . SohdiaTarej 

ATdaradAgtatiiordgAppfeaa 


Metro Hearts 



pi 

dm 


las - ! Tine 



Don't you 
think ins 
time you 
tried the 
Personals? 


Introducing The Independent 
Voice Personals*- an exciting 
new telephone dating service 
for our readers, designed to 
make your search for 
someone special easier and 
more successful ihan everl 

To place your own FREE personal ad, call 

0800 216 318 

...EVEN THE CALL IS FREE 

for FREE live assistance from a 1 


W . THE INDEPENDENT 

Voice personals 


Personal* appears ii 


j ^ 71,8 1 hde P endBrt «*h SaJ^inTlwEYEwpdoTiBni 

and in The independent on Sunday in lhe Real life sedion. 
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RESIDENTIAL 


London Property 


London Property 



LONDON 

0171 830 8868 


PROPERTIES | 
http://irww.baIlyiDOre.co. ok 


WC1. 1 BED 2nd Ilf, 1B30U 
partBredbK.MiL ML GCH. 78 yi 
toa. £109,500. Banbury & Ban 
0171 8334486. 

W1 1 BED 2nd Hr. PB. Sap. Idt 
GCH. Show rm. Pina Hr. B4 wr 
tofl. £123,000. Banbury & Baft. 
0171 S33446&. 

CHELSEA - Lots Rood Triangle. Lga 
2 bad garttan AM. Q.LRO. E300K. 
0171 3S1 0304. 


PARK W A Y S 

s\! I •, • I I I I INi.s • M W \U Ml M 


TELEPHONE: 0171 03 <M22 
149 GtaacaurAvanie • Pi lnure c H1H « Iw4m NW1 8JA 
Fax: 0171 813 0023 


SHOREDITCH 


Bristol 


THE COUNTY HOMESEARCH 
COMPANY A p rof BBsta m service 
to Find and aooure your next 
property affldsnfy and oconomf- 
irelty. For broehura Otdl 0117 974 
1589 


Devon & Cornwall 


COUNTY HOMESEARCH CO pro- 
Imkronl sente. to find a aecure 
your next property. Brochure 


COUNTY HOMESEARCH CO pro- 
tOBstarua honMflncSng 

sendee. Tbfc 01 H72 223349 




Individual Freehold House. 
3 bedrooms, 24ft Living 
Room, family kitchen. 
WaJJed nxrf fpnten. 
dose to Broadgate. 

£235,000 

+44(0)1712501012 

fiOC 0171 S0 1015 


East Putney/ 
Wandsworth SWK 



ComftmUe S bedraamcd period 
Imb&j home. In [y ipi ltf rand wtih 
sen Snas gsnton. In goal 
coad lr i o o- Easy bcccm Putney tube 
and No dab, 

keen m idl tpddJy. 

£3^000 oilo. 

THq*ooe»I81S74 6M2 



ANSCOMBE 
& RINGLAND 

Shenley - Radlett 
Price 1595,000 Freehold 

A Grade D listed end of 
terrace 6 bedroom 
4 bath propert y 
originally pan of the 
mansion house. 

The accommodation is 
arranged oner 3 levels, 
is set in approx !4 acre 
and boasts 2 receps 
32* x 16’ + 30’ x 2T 

01923 855865 


COUNTY HOMESEARCH CO pro- 
tasalonal homefinding In 
Hana/BedNCambs.lfcfc D12S4 


Midlands 


THE COUNTY HOMESEARCH 
COMPANY prof personal service 
tor pmtnsare.%1 61299 832180 


NorfoMuffolk 


SW8 1 BED mfaed gnd. fir In Victo- 
rian tarn. 18* recap wftti orig toe- 
turn & fireplace. Dbia bedroom. 
Irge fitted bathroom. Fitted Ml 
N r. FuBiarn Broadway tube. 
£138400.01718334466. 


Pembrokeshire 


THE COUNTY HOMESEARCH 
COMPANY Hnd and sacuni your 
nanpropanyafficianayandaco- 
nortoBy. For brochure cal 064fi 
600 CIO* 


IN YOUR FACE 
LIVING SPACE 


190 ST JOHN STREET^ 
EC 1 

EX SHOE FACTORY 
Shell Lofts Remaining 
No Square Boxes 
Just Great Square Feet 

Prices from: £219K 

URBAN LIVING: 

0171250155 



COUMhfHOIESEAHCH CO prof 
tor purtarerais. 
Brochure <h 577 amras 


1 a E d SE1- 22SS? 0 ” 00 

sssssssrejjs 

wcurirtfl yow MapreSrv r„ 
brochure Cardiff qqo 
0104 


|To\\m;m>s 


SALES AND 
LETTINGS IN W14, 
WI2ANDW6. 
TELEPHONE; 
0171 602 5666 
FAX: 0171 610 4777 
www.towncnds.oo.uk 


Howard King 
& Partners 

The Intehnational 
Letiing Agency 
Sena • Elko - • Bukrnnd 



EXECUTIVE FLATS 

BERNERS ST- WI 

TOPQUAUTYl&J 
BEDROOM AFTS. 
MAHB TJ8 BATHRM S, 

. OAK FLOORS, HIGH 
SPEC SECURTTY 
FURNISHED. 

MUST BE VIEWED 

FROM £355 per week 

BOMARK 

PROPERTY 

for brochure or viewing 

Tel: 0171 580 3006 
Fax: 0171 580 3007 


ENFIELD- 2 BEDROOM luxury M, 
own balcon y i n a ao na ftario oBf 
OoiL ETSOpCOL 0797 071 8282. 

GLOUCESTER PLACE, NW1. T 
Bad, Lux FL, Ex. location. Vary 
h|ph fandom Purtiared be**®. 
AMd im ESBOpiK Austin D’Aicy 
01617496080. 

SHEPHERDS BUSH, WT2 & D/bod 
Lac PL 2 baths. Vary high stan- 
dard throughout, Amu now. 
£280pw. AuaHn D’Arcy. 0181 749 
600D. 

SOUTHGATE, N14. Brand now. 3 
bad, 2 baffi hae, gongo. E2B5 pw. 
Backar A Co. 0191 906 111S. 

WCI LUJCl bad. HanAadiBTL Large 
recap. Dbta bedroom. Sep ml 
B aH i W wwtr. Nl Tbttanhaai CL 
Hd A Bribah Museum. ES20-3SO. 
01718334466. 

8TUDI08, WCI Uy fum. Sap. ML 
Shower roonu Ctoaatn Ruaaad- 
Sq tub*. E150-C160. 0171 833 




markcl |> rii'c- . 

win \ it \i« . \i\ 
i’K( >ri Kin ^ wa 

I I’ I OR C.K \|’.s: 


wwodSa ■ jour .ore »&* fcr 
Sana ha treAdr natal ffe-Tta 
bswiai at ioc, no jM km D tan 
steen fai.Fvn*iofenhne tat 
olMtamite 


/ \ s M \ J / l \ r, \ < A 


Colour Property 
appears every Sunday. 

50% of Independent 
on Saturday readers 
are currently buying 
their own home. 

To advertise call 

The Property 
Team on 
0171 293 2302 
or 0171 293 2343 

Scarce; NRS (Jin *97- Jmt "97) 


Wiltshire 


Wiltshire 


Waterside Living 

Bradford on Avon 




TRADTT10N FOR THE 21st CBTWRY 

a quality riverside development of new 
3 and 4 bedroom town houses with 
o u t standi ng views of the Hirer /won. 
Prices from fiMJLOOO 


KtogjanMOW- 

sdwjje - « our ft* reBdBnn* 

flam u pmenthllMW 

ami ■otmhieMnt ««*»"** 10 
erxtfwi On Awn nwr b» 

ulmWlrtBMBlftrfwawtora 

h«i taMe tw Writaf 

afthounMcresNA 


Tel: 01225 868780 

Show home op*rvJOan>-4pm 
Thmday-Mortaay 




FAX: 0171 2^3 2505 

^ 



Florida 

largest selection of 3, 4 end 5 bedroom homes in 
Orlando, New Port Richey, Sooih West Gulf Coast 

• bedroom pod homes ton • VWattrtho mBS 

$125,000 • Custom ta* homes 

# 4 bedroom pool homes from • 60%mortgflOB8avai9biB 

S146/XJ0 • RJmanasemertand 

ratal sendees 




For Mbanadon peck: __ 

TEL- 01432 266599 Q$) 
Fax: 01432353375 £££ 


FR ENCH g ROPERIY 
<8^ EXHIBITION ^ 


26TH, 21ST, 22ND MARCH 1998 

HQ. 1LMAM1DLMIH. SiT. KLOO AMTOMBPM. SJH. ^ A M T ° ^” _ 
1BESOUHULL CONPEKENCE A BAWWETTOGCTOTRE, 
HOMER ROAD, SOUHUU, BIRMINGHAM BM 3QN 
ow-MtaMimrao wa nriiEwg. kCjnb«>ao*i.u<re>iS«»au. 
Tdqfammn MWt WW«qr-^*he1«tr*»*»^redi w? ■ "g * 

wprTlpm u **- j* BT». lHI « v rT I« ainOM8POHHOMgSlN HtATtCE 





RUIN 

IMMM 

Por As Little As 
£15,000 Deposit, 
Call Today 
Id: 01522 693X85 

(OK) 

ftas 01522 693189 

Guaranteed 

Rental income 





ii3,o iiiiir.Viftiiai:i 


OLD/NEW 

propenks. Abo land widi 

ai rtili H t ml IwdMlng on W, 

Ibl: 0181 $67 6047 
WHtt PO Box 17868 
London W$ $ZQ . 
Oaoce 0033 4 67 96 08 92 


Property 

Advertising 

also 

appears on 
page 12. 




BENAHAVIS 

1 bedroom Duplex Apartment 
in quiet Andalurian-ityie 
complex. Tetmia, Rwl, walking 
and Bird Waldiing country. 

Four Championohip Golf 
Couiiwb nearby. PrivoLr Sale. 

PRICE: £35,000 
TH:01<i23 872358+-«ik— 
fin: 016S5 878391 wn tat 


NBUAi ndloiaa. Townhouse on 
traffic free mats. Gmd. fb. 
KhdwVdkWL Bad with arfl. levs! 
■com ahawarfWC. First fir. 3 
(Ms bod and both. 2 pottos. Com 
odn and swimming pool. Fur- 
nMwd. E50.000. TU/Fmt 00345 
2S21462 


mallorca] 


New development 
in delightful 
PORT ANDRATX 
EL PUEBLO 
CALA MORAGUES 
Two bedroom 
two bathroom 
apartments. All 
with balcony and 
beautiful sea view. 
Swimming Pools 
and Sea Bathing 
For colour 
brochure, full 
specifications and 
prices: - 
OPAL TENS JL 
Phone:- 003471 724046 
or 

Fax: 003471 714967 



THE INDEPENDENT 


INDEPENDENT 

ON SUNDAY 




PRIVATE ADVERTISERS 


Advertise your property through the Independent and the 
Independent on Sunday. 

W.2% of Independent/Independent on Sunday readers intend 
moving house in the next 6 months. 

Advertising in our tides givesyou access to an incredibly attractive & targeted 
market of young, affluent and mobile readers, at extremely 
cost effective rates. 

The advertisement appears in the Saturday 
Your Money and the Sunday Business sections for two consecutive weekends. 

The Cost 

£8 a line for 4 insertions 

To book your advertisement 

RH in this coupon and send credit card details and your wording to- 
The Property Team, Classified Advertising, 19th Floor ' 

I Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London EM 5DL * 



Insertion dates: 

Classification: 

■HMNIINI 

I enclose a cheque for £. “*** 

made payable to Newspaper Publishing p| c 
or debit my Access/Visa/Amex/Diners account bv f 

Card No: 

Your Details: Expiry date 

Name 

Address “ 


Tel No: Day. Eveni np""" 

Signature. 

For further details please call Th^ 

on 0171 293 2343or J5? gjgj Team 


mass® 
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Suppose you sell your 
house privately, some time 
after the estate agent has 
given you up as a bad job. 
What about your 
agreement with them? 
Penny Jackson lays it 
| on the line 

It is not unusual for anyone living in a ocm 
uiar^rea to find a friendly note from a fri^. 
trated house-hunter on the doormaL 

whejer they are uueres.eZlmn^ 08 

The prospect of a hassle-free cnmmk 
sion-&« ale can be tempting for anyone 
thinking of moving, but for those whoLve 
alretKt! put thetr homes on the market it 
is too late to cut out the agent 1 

/yj sorts of ingenious and even genuine 
stones about Australian cousins of a nci-h- 
bour. and friends who have had their eye 
on the house for 10 years, won’t wash onre 
an agreement with an agent is in place 
Neidier wfl] wuhdrawing a house from the 
tnarket, then seihng >t a few months later 
Elizabeth Moore found herself in an in- 
‘ cre9 f m S*y common predicament. She had 
no shortage of prospective buvers for her 
family home m south London. hut could 
find nothing to buy. After months of fruit- 
less searching and failed negotiations on 
the part of the agenL she took the house 
off the market for what turned out to be 
six months. 

She says: “Right at the beginning, 
people we knew turned up saying they 
wanted to buy. Even though thev'd heard 
about it from friends, we referred them to 
Ihe agenL They kept in touch, and when 
we finally found somewhere, we asked 
whether they were still interested at an in- 
creased price. We went ahead with the sale 
and did all the negotiations ourselves. We 
did inform the original agents, if somewhat 
reluctantly, given their non-existent role.” 
Although the Moores felt that not to 


an estate agent? You must be joking 
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The key to a hass.e-.ree handover: a discussion with the estate agent at the outset should prevent misundersta^ 


have dune so would have been indefensi- 
ble. they did draw the line at paying a mul- 
tiple agency fee. “We said wc would only 
pay the .sole agency fee of 15 per cent." 
Multiple agency fees arc likelv to he 3 to 
3 per cent. 

Certainly, since all terms, conditions and 
fee structure have to be confirmed in writ- 
ing, there is little room for misunder- 
standing. Some agents even ask the vendor 
to sign the document, although that is not 
required by law. 


However, u recent ruling in the court of 
appeal against an estate agent could mean 
some rather close scrutiny of standard 
terms. The court decided that an agent with 
sole selling rights was not entitled to com- 
mission where, during the agency agree- 
ment but without any involvement by the 
estate agenL the vendors answered a news- 
paper advertisement from prospective 
purchasers which led to an exchange of con- 
tracts for the sale of the property after the 
agency agreement had expired. The court 


did not consider that it was made clear to 
the vendor that he was liable to pay com- 
mission for a sale outside the agreement 
period, when the introduction was not 
effected by the agent. 

A discussion of all such details at the out- 
set tends to prevent problems from brew- 
ing, says Ian Stewart, of FPD Savills. 
“Once we set everything up and produce 
good competition, we expect full commis- 
sion even if the property is sold to a pri- 
vate buyer. After all, on many occasions it 



if the purchase goes private 

isn’t until the marketing starts that many 
of the vendors' friends discover the house 
is for sale. But if there’s very little interest 
and no offers, I believe there should be 
some compromise.” 

He also suggests a break clause after a 
period, so that client and agent can get to- 
gether to review strategy. “If we have any 
doubts about the quality of a client, we are 
prepared to withdraw. There are those few, 
particularly with off-shore companies, who 
are bluntly (warned off] regardless of any 


contract or agreement they have signed.” 

But it is not always easy to spot even the 
most outrageous defaulters. Peter Young, 
of John D Wxxl, vividly recalls the only two 
occasions when clients faded to pay up. 
“One turned out to be on the run from 
an open prison. Every time I met him at 
his house, be should have been inside. Once 
I had sold the house he disappeared al- 
together. I wasn't surprised to find out that 
he bad been jailed for fraud." 

His other client used the rather more 
conventional deception of suddenly taking 
the house off the market. “I only found out 
years later, when the purchaser asked me 
to seQ the same bouse and he produced the 
details I had originally sent out I happened 
to meet the vendor again, and had a huge 
amount of pleasure in doing him out of two 
Tented homes." 

Generally, estate agents accept that 
there are some customers they will lose. 
They can't keep checking on everyone who 
has ended an agreement to see whether they 
have sold to a buyer introduced a year ago 
by them. But it does seem that the veiy few 
slippery customers around are not the ones 
who are strapped for cash. 

Brian D’Arey Clark, of Chesterfield, had 
a client with a £4m house in Kensington 
who swore that his purchaser had been in- 
troduced by friends. “I always ask at the 
beginning whether there is anyone inter- 
ested in buying," be says. 

Colin Strang Steel, of Knight Frank in 
Edinburgh, still has to collect from the 
owner of a castle. “Alarm bells ring when 
clients don’t live in the property, the cor- 
respondence file is thin, and the owner 
moves out well before the sale is completed, 
leaving no forwarding address.” 

But Winkworth, in London, could not 
have foreseen a protracted legal case aris- 
ing from the sale of a celebrity's house. “We 
ran a massive marketing campaign and 
achieved £100,000 more than the asking 
price, and a letter from the owner thank- 
ing us.” says Kate Clark. “He then refused 
to pay commission, claiming he hadn't 
wanted the publicity. In the end he had to 
pay the full commission, plus interest, plus 
costs." Sometimes 2 per cent can seem very 
reasonable. 


The carrot and stick 
approach to home sales 


Creed or carelessness is usually involved if a move goes wrong - and irt usually on the part of the vendors rather than the removal 

Don’t blame the removalists... 


crew 


Roving disasters are 
not always the fault 
of the men who cart 
the furniture, says 
Robert Liebman 


John Horsefield stili recalls the 
most horrific move he was ever 
involved in. A removal man with 
20 years' experience and now a 
trainer with Pickfords, Mr 
Horsefield was part of a team 
moving a young Merseyside 
family into an expensive new 
home. The removal men were 
about to start loading the truck 
at had otherwise been a 
tine job. • 

^Everything was going 
thlv until the customer 
ived a phone call and they 
ed out,” he recalls. “They 
~ed a half hour later in 
k. The . wife was out of 
>L They'd gone to their 
home. The. welders had 
working in the loft and the ‘ 
la t ion capght fire. The 
e house burned to the 
d.” . 

'spite suddenly having 
-re to go, they still had to 
their current premises, 
put aside some food and 
□g for them, loaded the 
and tooktheir belongings 
warehouse. We brought 
to a local hotel, and later 
oved into a friend's emp- 
se." ;■ 

extreme and extremely 
ices may tell us noth- 


ing more than that the gods 
have a sadistic streak. But they 
go some way towards dispelling 
the myth that when a move goes 
wrong, the only people to blame 
are those working for the re- 
moval company. 

Of course, tales of hapless 
removalists who smash precious . 
artefacts are common. Yet that 
may not always be the whole 
story: when a move turns into 
a disaster, some form of greed 
or carelessness is usually in- 
volved - more often than not on 
the part of vendors. 

Anthony Ward-Thomas, the 
owner of Ward-Thomas Re- 
movals, explains: “We arrive at 
properties that have been gut- 
ted or are a building site where 
we don’t even have floorboards 
to walk on. The new owners 
have had builders in, but the 
property is not ready on moving 
day. The owners have not in- 
spected, and the builders have 
not admitted it.” 

Builders are but one poten- 
tial source of trouble. “It is not 
uncommon in winter to find that 
the pipes have burst and the 
premises are fall of water. As 
soon as they have sold the 
property, many vendors just 
want to get ouL So they leave 
without thinking about things 
like the weather getting much 
colder." says Mike Potter, sales 
and marketing manager of 
Abels Removals. 

The slightest disruption can 
affect the cost of a move: “Once 
we have allocated resources to 
a removal and we can’t finish 

through no fault of ours, or can’t 
even do the removal at all. 


someone still has to pay. If the 
men are idle, we’ve allocated 
time. There's no other job we 
can send them to," Mr Potter 
explains. 

Wasps or bees can easily do 
the trick. “If the nest is near the 
front door where you need 
access, we may have to wait for 
a pest controller, and in some 
locales that can take hours,” Mr 
Potter says. Also problematic 


Stories abound 
of vendors who 
take the light 
bulbs, but this 
can have a 
darker side 


are vendors who take their 
washing machines but fail to dis- 
connect them properly. If the 
ensuing flood is limited to the 
kitchen area, the damage is 
contained, at least insofar as the 
move itself is concerned. 

Stories abound of vendors 
who take tbe light bulbs, but this 
well-known phenomenon is 
only part of a story that can have 
a darker side. In addition to 
taking the bulbs, some occupiers 
take the light fixtures too. Re- 
moval men are greeted by bare 
wires dangling from walls and 
ceilings. If it is already dark, the 
unloading stops before it has 
even begun. 


Things can be worse, says Mr 
Ward-Thomas, especially if a 
sale has been acrimonious. 
“The sellers sometimes take the 
fuses with them. We did a move 
where everything fused as soon 
as someone turned a light on. 
One of our men noticed that the 
fuses in the fuse box had been 
switched around." The indi- 
vidual who put a 13-amp fuse 
wire in place of a 3-amp wire 
, was literally playing with fire. 

Some sellers take items of far 
greater value than light bulbs. 
“People moved out taking a dec- 
orative sink with them," says Mr 
Potter, who cautions against 
decorative fittings generally. 
“We arrive at properties and 
find that thieves have already 
paid a visit They've nicked 
fireplaces, sinks, baths, banis- 
ters. There's a lot of money in 
architectural fittings." 

Thieves target modest as 
well as grand properties. “Even 
small terraced houses in poor 
neighbourhoods are not safe, if 
they contain cast-iron Victori- 
an cooking ranges.” 

Rural properties have their 
own peculiarities. Mr Potter 
recalls one move into a house 
where the French windows had 
not been secured. Evidence, 
most of which was on the floor, 
suggested that sheep from a 
neighbouring farm had been 
making themselves at home. At 
least sheep eventually leave. 
Most removal men know of 
families who have moved into 
properties where resident cats 
refuse to yield the vacant pos- 
session. 

Mr Ward-Thomas recalls a 


country move that was nearly 
disastrous for the movers. “Our 
driver drove under the bough of 
a tree, but after the truck was 
unloaded, it raised six inches 
and we couldn't get oul We had 
to let the tyres down. When 
trees, outbuildings, archways 
and courtyards are concerned, 
some of our customers don't 
always tell us of potential height 
restrictions.” 

Sarah Kampe,- whose com- 
pany Moving Solutions helps 
people in all aspects of moving 
home, was involved in a recent 
move in which people moved 
into their new home and found 
not only that the sellers had tak- 
en tbe chandelier but that, in re- 
moving h, they left a huge hole 
in the ceiling and on the land- 
ing. “This was one of those jobs 
where everything was gone: 
light fixtures and light bulbs, loo 
rolls and loo-roll holders.” 

Even though the vendors 
had moved overseas, they were 
tracked down and had to pay 
pay for the damage. Ms Kampe 
adds: “They also had to return 
the chandelier at their own 
expense.” 

Abels Removals, Norwich Road, 
Htoron, Norfolk IP25 6JB, 01953 
882666; Moving Solutions, 56 
Denton Street. London SW18 
2JS. 0181-355 4477: Pickfords. 
Heritage House, 345 Southbury 
Road. Enfield EN1 1UP, 0181- 
219 8000; Ward-Thomas Re- 
movals, 13 Abbey Business 
Centre, fngate Place. London 
SW3N& 0171-mom. or!3A 
Heath Street London NW3 OTP. 
0171-7940600. 


Ail those smooth walls and 
boxy rooms may not be your 
scene, yet -new houses are 
selling like hot cakes. In spite 
of being able to sell almost 
every house they build from 
plans, or just before the build- 
ing work is completed, devel- 
opers still appear to be 
bending over backwards to 
give homebuyersa good deal. 

Pari exchange, chain 
breakers, easym overs, mas- 
lermovers. deposits paid, 
mortgage subsidies - the vari- 
ations on incentives are end- 
less. So what's in it for them? 
All lead to faster sales: good 
for the customer and even bet- 
ter for the builder’s cash flow 
and profit margins 

“The same kind of deals 
just aren’t available in the 
second-hand market,” says 
John Anderson, sales and 
marketing director of Tay- 
wood Homes. Taywood has 
struck a deal with Midland 
Bank and is currently offering 
customers a competitive two- 
year fixed-rate mortgage of 
5.99 per cent with no strings 
attached. In the last four 
months 140 purchasers have 
taken up the offer. AH mort- 
gages are subject to status. 

Fairview Homes will help 
to arrange mortgages through 
selected banks and building 
societies and these loans can 
be tied in with paying a pur- 
chaser's 5 per cent deposit or 
a mortgage subsidy of up to 
£3,000. “If someone’s a bit ner- 
vous about committing them- 
selves to a mortgage untfl, say, 

a car loan has been cleared, we 
can help with payments for an 
agreed timescale," says 
Fairview’s managing director 
Stephen Casey. “It can make 
die difference between buying 
a one-bedroom or two-bed- 
room flat-" 

First-time buyers have the 
most choice. “Move in for 
£99” deals, like those from 
Barratt and Fairclough 
Homes, have been created 
for ex-renters who haw the in- 
come to pay a mortgage but 
haven't been able to save a de- 
posit because of high rents. 
Contracts are exchanged 

when you move in and you are 
given up to 20 weeks to save 
for a 5 per cent deposiL Re- 
payments are made to the de- 
veloper at an agreed rate until 
the deposit is accrued and then 
the sale is completed and 
mortgage repayments start 
The developer shifts his stock 
units and you get your flat 
New homes used to be like 


There's never been 
a better time to buy 
- developers are 
showering buyers 
with incentives, 

Fiona Brandhorst 
examines the 
options. 


new cars, their depreciation 
was immediate. But no longer. 
According to figures from the 
Halifax, the value of new 
homes rose 7.7 per cent last 
year, whereas existing property 
rose only 4.8 per cent 
But bear in mind that the 
sample of new homes is veiy 
small so the figures can show 
inconsistencies from year to 
year. Not much consolation if 
you bought new around 10 
years ago and, having ridden 
tile rollercoaster, are only now 
seeing your property appreci- 
ate. Which leads on to proba- 
bly the most popular developer 
incentive - part exchanges, or 
PXs as they’re known in the 
trade. Read the small prim to 
see if you qualify. 

Part exchanges are often 
available on selected sites 
only and almost always with- 
in a 30-mile radius of the new 
home. You’ll need to be mov- 
ing upmarket the value of 
your present property must 
not exceed 60-70 per cent of 
the purchase price (this figure 
vanes between developers). 

Barratt arranges for an 
“independent professional” 
to value your property after 
you've paid your reservation 
fee and claims to make you a 
“fair” offer in seven days. 
The company is understand- 
ably keen to stress tbe differ- 
ence between estate agents’ 
asking prices and actual sale 
prices - In other words, you 
are likely to be offered less 
than you expect. 

Berkeley Homes’ offer is “a 
percentage of the average of 
at least two independent val- 
uations by local estate agents." 
Fairview asks up to three 
agents to value your proper- 
ty based on. an immediate 
sale. They are all different 
ways of saying that you won’t 
be offered the full asking 
price. Jenity Stevens was of- 
fered £30,000 for her one-bed- 


room flat in south London, for 
a quick 10-day sale in part-ex- 
change for a brand new two- 
bedroom house nearby. She 
declined the offer and sold it 
with a local agent for £41.000 
shortly after. 

But developers are one 
step ahead. Countryside Res- 
idential is about to announce 
a three-tier system to buy one 
of their homes and is “com- 
mitted to offering full value 
part-exchange", probably with 
extras thrown in if you buy off- 
plan several months before 
moving in. If you can’t accept 
the offer made to you, most 
developers wflj honour your 
reservation and let you have 
a go at selling your house for 
a better price. If you’re un- 
successful. the developer’s 
original offer will stffl stand, 
usually up to six weeks prior 
to the bouse being completed. 

Some offer an agency sell- 
ing service, saving you fees and 
the stress of han dling the sale. 
Banatt has its own agency of- 
fering, while Redraw Homes 
is keen to promote its Mas- 
termove scheme, where it in- 
structs an agent to sell your 
tome for a £50 registration fee 
(refundable if the sale fells 


price of the new home). 

Some developers are oper- 
ating like mini-estate agents 
from the site office, from 
where they mastermind an- 
other sales incentive - the 
chain-breaker. Carole Mc- 
powelL, a she sales manager 
with Linden Homes, believes 
75 per rent of purchasers are 
m a chain. She recently had a 
chain-breaker in place to fe- 
oliiate the sale of a one-off 
bouse selling for £259,000 in 
Surrey. It involved buying tbe 
second house in the four-peT- 

son chain. At the 11th hour the 

sale went through without Tin . 

den having to buy any property. 

Barratt even has a sale 
and lease back scheme, where 
you can buy the show house 
and thy will pay you a mar- 
ket rent for it until thy have 
sold ail the other properties on 
the site and you can move in. 

Incentives aside, it's good 
to know that there are still 
straightforward deals. Magrie 
Hunt, bought the last two- 
bed flat m a block in Hniine- 
dom MjdcDreex, for 
after a buildere’di« x > Unt " 0 f 

more (ban 

^n^mNowthaS 
wnat I call a good deal. 
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No more maroon; give me Victorian floral 
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French wrought-iron washstand with mirror and shelf, from 
Stiffkey Bathrooms; c. 1900, approx. £850 


The bathroom is the most popular room in the house, it seems. Rosalind 
Russell reports on bathtime chic old and new 


■ i 

In the curious way statistics have of 
throwing np oddities, it was once re- 
ported by the Halifax that the highest 
proportion of customers desperate to 
change their bathrooms lived in the 
east of England. 

It could be, of course, thaftbe east 
also had the densest population erf mar- 
oon, navy, green and turquoise bath- 
room suites. Heoce the desire to dfrig 
them out, soonest. 

. A new bathroom has held its posi- 
tion in the top five of most popular 
home improvements for several years. 
And recently those who have splashed 
out have restrained themselves, 
colounvise, to white, or Old English 
white, except for the adventurous, who 
have gone for stainless steeL 

Q^lour now is restricted to acces- 
sories, where you can be as riotous as 
you please. The bath towel company 
Christy has just launched its new 
range, including shades called Ele- 
phant, Mango, Tbrtle and Periwinkle 
(from £16 for a bath towel) which, al- 
though they may be a little exotic for 
some tastes, won't give your estate 
agent any sleepless nights when you de- 
cide to selL 

Among the most striking design in 
basins are those from CD (UK) Ltd 
- boring name, great product - which 
is using Corian surface material for its 
Avante range. The basins come in stan- 
dard round or oval shapes but can be 
made in any of 63 colours, none of 
which resemble Whisper Peach. The 
Avante Concerto has a band of sun yel- 
low and is set . into a toughened glass 
top on a chrome stand. It costs from 
£608.65. Even more dramatic' is the 
Avante Allegro, in scarlet, from £534, 
but Corian can be mixed with a var- 
iety of other materials including metal 
and glass, to create nnwaial finishes 

Ocean Home Shopping’s spring 
range includes Italian-made stainless 
steel baans, in two sizes, which are per- 
fect for anyone fitting oat a ioft-styfe 
property. The sink comes with a top in 







‘Simplidtas’ washdown doset by Doulton of Lambeth, c. 1900, 
prices from £500, from Stiffkey Bathrooms 






Ocean Home Shopping’s Italian 
cherry-wood top, from £245 


cherry-wood or glass, waste pipes and 
cover plate, towel bar and wall mount- 
ing brackets; the mixer tap (£54) is not 
included in the price, which starts at 
£245. Accessories to match include an 
industrial-style steel laundry bin with 
cbeny-wood lid (£165 for the comer 
model) and cast al uminium hook rack 
(£13.95) and matching robe banger 
(£13.95). Neatest of all perhaps are the 
towel rail (£39.95) and toothbrush 
holder (£27.97) with aluminium wall fit- 
tings sleekly designed to look like a 
shark’s head.' dever, but not too jokey. 

A perfect match for an aluminium 
or steel bathroom would be Bisque’s 
new Cobra therm radiator. It is made 
in Switzerland, and can be supplied in 
nine different sizes and in chrome, 
white or any of 1,600 other colours. It 
even has a ball finiai at the top, to hang 
your dressing-gown on to warm. Prices 
are from £386.70. 

Bisque's other uew design is the 


italnbus ste^ basins ' 


Jeeves radiator, which has a wooden 
rail attached - in oak, ash or maple - 
for warming clothes or towels. Prices 
start from £258.05 plus VAX A pair of 
Art Deco-style chrome basin taps 
costs £44.99. 

. If you are still hankering after a 
traditional-style bathroom, then Hyde 
and Marc Brown recondition rare 
pieces of period sanitaryware at their 
converted Methodist chapel on the 
north Norfolk coast Their company, 
Stiffkey Bathrooms, stocks a huge 
range of Victorian shower baths, floral 
loos and Georgian bath- racks. 

A French wroughl-iron wash-stand 
with mirror and shelf, made in 1900 
and converted for use with taps, costs 
around £850. This is where to find the 
splendidly named Gladiator Mulberry 
Chrysanthemum washdown closet 
(made by Porcher of Paris in 1888) and 
the Deluge, made by TWyfords in 
1880. A Simplidtas blue-patterned wai- 
ter closet by Doulton of Lambeth, 
made in 1900, costs from £500. 

Those on a tighter budget should 
check out Homebase’s bathroom ac- 
cessory department in the bigger 
stores. A pair of Art Deco-style 
chrome basin taps costs £44.99. 

Ocean Heme Shopping orderline: 0171- 
501 2500, or website www.oceancata- 
logue.co.uk. CD (UK) Ltd: 0113 244 
5337pr wwwAboia-corian.co.uk. Bisque: 
0171 -328 2224, or for nationwide stock- 
ists: 01225 469244. Stiffkey Bathrooms: 
01328830084. 



Remote control? No problem 





PENNY 

JACKSON 


It is pretty neat at any age to 
be able to operate the television, 
video security system, lighting 
and curtains all from one mon- 
itor. But for anyone getting on 
in age it could be a godsend. 

At present, music, TV and 
lighting controllable from one 
switch tend to be available 
only at the top end of the mar- 
ket, where the buyer is likely to 
be young enough to get oat of 


the chair. A new company, 
Mullion (01285 657576), is to 
build homes with an auto- 
mation system, as well as 
adapting older buildings. 

The new homes, starting at 
£400,000, will include a flexible 
“smart room", which can be 
adapted for various uses. For 
older buyers there are extras 
such as audio induction loops 
for the hard of hearing, low-lev- 


el lighting and wide doorways. 

When it comes to fuwfing 
land or houses ripe for devel- 
opment it’s a tough world, but 
perhaps contactmg someone re- 
cently bereaved to suggest they 

sell up is not the most sensitive 
of approaches. A reader from 
Pinner in Middlesex was dis- 
tressed to receive a letter from 
a property company suggesting 


that since she was now the own- 
er of the house, perhaps they 
could do business, and pointing 
out that they were happy to 
make cash transactions. 

“My husband died a few 
months ago and I did feel up- 
set when the letter arrived. 
Then I was angry that the in- 
formation should be used in 
this way, and was concerned 
that some people might be 


vulnerable at times like this,” 
explains Mrs Abraham. 

In fact, as she suspected, the 
probate register is a public 
record and anyone can trawl 
through it for information. Ap- 
parently wills provide a good 
source of omnodemised flats 
and houses. The best advice 
seems to be to ignore such let- 
ters, or, for those thinking of 
selling, to make sure your 


Designed and ^ 

Crystal Palace, 

house has a central and dressing room, 

shower room, leading main bedroom ^^ajQsand 


shower room, leading trom ^ walls am* 
has recessed halogen 33ft Pjjf* 

Pave mono rubber flooring. Th ^. There are double 

eaved ceiling and a Junckers there is a but- 

sskssb=»km£££KE 



Northwood Farmhouse, on Hayhng Island 
a restored Geoigian four-bedroom taMg"* icdvraa 
no-through lane. The first bathroom b fitted with a wem- 
ana Saritan suite, and has a free-standing enamel bafo 
claw feet. The floor is wood strip; there is a heatedtawel 
oak cupboards, a built-in hairdryer and marble 
other bathroom has a Jacuzzi star lighting above, Amoco floor 
ing and a decorative ceiling. With three reception roo m* a 
conservatory and a 20ft kitchen, Northwood is for sale for 
£430,000 through John D Wood (01962 863131). 




Raylands is an Elizabethan four-bedroom farmhouse eight miles 
from Chelmsford in Essex. Renovated and decorated. It has 
two bathrooms, both newly fitted with white Heritage suites* 
The main bathroom has a cast-iron, roll-top bath with an “an- 
tique" mixer tap and shower. The heavy timber-framed 
house also has three reception rooms and a 13ft kitchen, with - 
an African slate floor, a butler’s sink, and units built from old - 
pine with granite work surfaces. There’s another three-bed- J 
room Sixtiesnbuilt bouse in the grounds. All for sale at £7951000 * 
through Trembath Welch (01371 8721 17). ' .' * 
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property goes on to the market 
so that the company can com- 
pete along with everyone else. 

It is becoming easier to com- 
plain about property matters. 
The latest to join the lint* of 
sympathetic ears is the Land 
Registry, which has set up an in- 
dependent complaints review- 
er to listen to anyone affected 
by the actions of the registry. 


The price of a play cottage 
for children, featured in a recent 
article in these pages, was sent 
into orbit by the addition of an 
extra nought. The Children’s 
Cottage Company (0171-223 
0876) produces thatched repli- 
cas for the garden from £1,600, 
not £16,000 - which will come 
as a relief for those who may 
have thought it would be wiser 
to save up for the real thing. . 


TEL; 0171 293 2222 


PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 





Berkeley would like to offer you an impossible choice. 



Springads Wharf 


■ 





The water f^ruio 
Butler* Square 





View ot St SavipurS Dock, and the 
River Tbiaincfc from Saffron Wharf 


Berkeley Homes offers you an irresistable collection of highly 
individual two and three bedroom apartments and penthouses iwh 
shinn, ng Thames views. All residents can benefit from private 
undeigreund parking and a telly equipped gymnasium in a secure 
rivenade environment, just a short walk horn fashionable Butlere 

Butlers Square 

Seduded 2 bedroom apartments set around a courtyard with * 

— — ■** 

Prices from £ 1 89,950 

SpringaUs Wharf 

New 2 bedroom luxury 

“partments, many with private */„ ' 

balconies, overlooking the- JK 

River Thames with views 
towards Tower Bridge. ^ 

Prices from £270,000 

Saffron Wharf M' 

Inspired by the architecture of 

Conran Roche, Saffron Wharf 


wta * 




WE 


offers a fusion of light and space Thirty " 
apartments and penthouses on St Savin 2 ^ 3 ^toom 
River Thames. St Sn ' w * D °<* with views of the 


River Thames. 

Prices from £280,000 

Sales Office Open Daily 
10.30 am - 6.00 pm 

0171-232 2225 





















